
Prelim:inary Analysis of Barker I s landing t-f.aterials 

During the last three or so weeks, Terrence Pickett and. I have attempted 

a prelimi.nary analysis of the Barker1s Landing site (7K-D-13) rraterials re­

coverec. last spring during salvage excavations. This analysis has bee..."'1 ex­

panded to include ITaterials in the SO.A. collections which have been identi ­

fied as carning from this site. 

Dt.Iri.ng this tiJre, we have attempted to scan the archaeological literature 

pertaining to Trensitional Period sites in the Mid- Atlantic. Unfortt.zna.tely, 

the l.'1formation available in" the literature is deficient in certaill respects. 

Some of these deficiencies are as follows: 

1)	 There are no other comparable sites from the coastal plain of the 

Mid-Atlantic region which have been excavated/published. (It appears 

that Barker r s landing was a coastal-riverine adaptation of a pri.m3rily 

piedmont-riverine Broadspear Tradition (Wittttoft, 1971: 165, 175 ane. 
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2)	 There has been no detailed lithic analysis conducted/published on 

argillite IIBterials from Transiional Period sites. (Argillite is the 

predominant lithic rraterial fran B3.rker r s landing.) 

Hethodology 

Af:ter briefly sorting through the Barker I s Landing material and consulring 

"with the S. o.A. staff, Terro...nce and I agreed to attempt a prelimi.nary rracro­

scopic examination of the material. The lithic analysis was based on predorrcinately 

IOClrphological characteristics. (See attached sheets). We have completed this 

phase of analysis and plan to foJk:M up on this work at a later date. This fol10w­

up would include: the strict defL"lition of norpoological categories, a detailed 

lithic analysis of all materials available from the Barker I s landing site (this 

would include an examination and analysis of materials in private collections 

from this site), experimentation and replic.a.tion of artifacts with argillite and 
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finally the preparation of a report on the site. Also, to be included in this 

report ~.;ould be the locale of all kncwn Transitonal sites in D=laware ( and 

possibly on t'-le I:elrn3rva) , an analysis of available rraterials from these sites, 

a compilation of ecological data concerning these locales and applications of 

the subsistence rrodel in order to test its validity for the Transitional. 

Robert Asreen-9 September 1975 
!6i?e!F,c<£.L	 If'~ 
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:':Tentative Categories of Artifacts Established During the Preliminary Pnalysis 
of the Barkers Landing r-la.terial. (All others are prop::lsed.) 

*FCR ~':Grotmd Stone ~':Battered Stone ~'<Steatite *Prehistoric Ceramics 
Vessels Paste, surface trea:tr.ent 
Surface Rim, base, bcx:J.y. 
Rim, base, body 
Misc. 

*Historic ~aterials *Chipped Stone (rna:terial, heated, non-heated) 
Ceramics * Debitage: all Disc. flakes 
BPick (glazed, unglazed) * Unifaces WI: flakes removed from one face 
~etals (nails, coins, mise.) exhibiting retouc~ 
Glass (bottle, window, misc.) 1: Bifaces: flakes removed frDffi two faces 

~':Bifaces WI: sames as above wi.th retoud1 
~':Cores 

P.istoric occupation appears to be from mid-19th century to the present. A large 

cent was fOtmd dating 1826. 

Crabtree, D.E. 
1972 An rDt:rod.1Jction to Flini:'"...Jqrking. Occasional Papers of the Idaho 

( State University Museum, Number 28. Pocatello, Idaho. 

ALL i"!AT£R]\1Hl\S BEEN SORTED AND RETURNED 1'0 FlATS STILL IN TrJESE SORT BOXES. 

Observations: 

A good deal of the jasper flakes fotmd at the site appears. to have been utilized 

and also to have been thennally altered. Ground stone tools are scarce '...Jhile 

battered stone tools are well represented. futh smooth and roughened exterior 

steatite sherds are represented; base probably oval - circular with flat bottom. 

Huch of W1.e argillite debitage appears to have been utilized as indicated by 

size and morphology. 'This, of course, cannot be ascertained by prel.irni..'l.aIY 

analysis. 
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Preliminary Analysis. of Barkers. Landing Haterials· 

During the last three or· so weeks,Terrence Pickett. and I have 
attempted a preliminary analysis or the materials recovered during 
the' salvag~ excavations of the Barkers Landing site (7K~D 13) last 
spr:L'1.g. This analysis' has been expanded. to include mater'i:a1s in the 

.' S..O.A. collectlona which have been identified as coming ,t~~~-r-:.this 
site.. .,' ,~, ...', ...'We. .- ..--- - ',_. 

DurlIlg thiS,' time~. have' attempted to scan the archaeological. 
. literature pertaining' to Transitional Period sites in the Mid-Atlantic~ 

UnfortunatelY,the information available in the literature is deficient 
in certain respects .Some of these deficiencies are as :follows: 
l)there are no. other comparable sites from the. coastal plain of the 
Mid-Atlantic region Which have been excavated/published.(It appears 
tha~~ Barkers Landing was a coastal-riverine adaptation of a primarily 

. piedmont-riverine Broadspear Tradition[Witthoft,197l:l65,175 and 194J)•.­
2)there has been no detailed lithic analysis conducted/published on 
argillite materials fromTransitionalPeriod sites.(Argilllte is the 
predominant lithic material from Barkers Landing.) 

Methodology~Aft~r b;iefly. sorting 'through the Barker~ Landing materiaJ..- . 
and. cons-ulting. w·1.th. the S ~O.A .. staff ,Terrence and I, agreed- to attempt '1~, 
a pre] j mfnary macroscopic. examination of' the material~The lithic anal~~ 

. ,was> based on predominate'ly morphological characteristics. (See· attached ~.'. 
sheet)·.We. have completed this phase: of: the analysis and plan to- f'ollow: 

'hp- 'onthis- work ata. later- .date ~Th~s'.followup would include :.the strict." 
. definition or morphologi.cal categories",a detailed lithic analysis of . 
all mater:tals.. aVai.lable from the Barkers. Landing sLte, (th.i.s would .. ' '. 
include- an examination and analysis ot: materials in private. collection~ _ 
from thi.s. site) ,exper1mentat.ion and. replication- of' art~facts. with 
argillite and: f'inally' the preparatiorr of' a report. on the' site:.Also 
to be included. in' this report. woii~d be the locale' or all known' \ 
Transi.t1.onal. sites. in Delaware. (and possibly on the Delmarva),.an analYStt::5 
or available materials from these sites,a compilation of ecological 
data' concerning these. locales- and application of the-subsistence model 
in orde~~a test it~ validity' for the Transitional• 

•• ~. ~._,~' < .,.~__1.":': ",'" 
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Robert As-reen 9 September 1975 
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*Tentative Categories., of: Artif'acts: Est"ablished. During the Preliminary
 
Analysis or the Barkers Landing Material. (All others' are Proposed).
 

*FCR *Grotllld: Stone *Battered Stone *Steatite *Prehistoric Ceramics 
Vessels Paste',Surrace Treatment 

'.' .(s~ace ' Rim.tbase ,body 
, . rP,im~base ,body .t;I1s-c ... 

, '. 

*Historic Naterlals' *Chipped Stone(material,heated,non-heated) 
Ceramics *Debitage:all misc. lithics 
Brick (glazed,unglazed) *Unifaces W/:flakes removed from one face 
Metals (nails,.coins,.misc.) exhibiting retouch 
Glass (bottle~window,m1sc.. ) *Bifaces:flakes removed from two faces 

*BifacesW/:same as above with retouch 
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Cr£tree,D.E .. , , . . -' ". . 
1972 An. Introduction' to F1.1ntworking.Occasional Papers or the Ida.:."lo 

-,: ,.' State Uh1..versity Museum.,.Number 28 .Pocatello,Tdaho .. 
-	 -',.' 

····~·.·A~/t4'~;:~;~~·~'A#;"~ 70 '/"//I7\C Jh~ /d'~C£'c 
.Sv,er D~~42i../?Jb .' . , 

Observations: .'.,. ','f-\~~ .,::.... .',
 
.. A. good deaL o:C the jaspert-found. at the site appears to have been
 

utilized and also' to have been thermally altered.
 
Grotllld stone tools. are:- sc'aroe while b~'t;};F~d stone tools are well
 
represented..I39thsmooth and rO\lghenedi\s-ceatite sherds are r~p~esez:.r.ed;
 
base probahly'oval _. circular&Jtiat bottom... ~ ~ e:::t....- G"7d!.-d:<. ~;C;c 
e-lr'-~ ;t Auw..lu.~.u.J;-.J;rlp.4'.~. ~ ~ o~ ~~H\t~ <1 c;;.r~~:.. 
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