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Abstract 
 
The results of the Phase I Archaeological Identification Survey and Phase II Evaluation Surveys 
of the Weldin Plantation Site (7NC-B-11), the Ronald McDonald House Site (7NC-B-54), and 
the Augustine Cutoff Site (7NC-B-49) conducted for the Blue Ball Properties Area 
Transportation Improvement Project, Brandywine Hundred, New Castle County, Delaware are 
presented in this report.  The archaeological investigations were performed by McCormick 
Taylor, Inc. for the Delaware Department of Transportation (DelDOT) and the Federal Highway 
Administration (FHWA). 
 
The project involves improvements to the Route 202 (Concord Pike) corridor between the 
Interstate 95 interchange and the project’s northern terminus at the AstraZeneca corporate 
entrance, just north of Delaware Route 141.   The proposed project includes the construction of a 
new alignment for Delaware 141 between the existing Astra Zeneca plant and Rockland Road to 
a new end at the interchange with U.S. 202 and Delaware 261.    Proposed West Park Road will 
travel between Augustine Cut-off and Delaware 141 to the west of U.S. 202 and proposed East 
Park Road will be built between Augustine Cut-Off and Weldin Road to the east of U.S. 202.  
New overpasses are planned for Concord Pike over relocated Delaware 141 and relocated 
Delaware 261 (Foulk Road).   
 
A total of 496 STPs were excavated during the Phase I Archaeological Identification Survey.   
No archaeological sites were identified during the Phase I Survey.  Three previously identified 
archaeological sites were subjected to Phase II Archaeological Evaluation Testing.  These 
included the Weldin Plantation Site (7NC-B-11), the Augustine Cutoff Site (7NC-B-49), and the 
Ronald McDonald House Site (7NC-B-54). At the completion of the Phase II Archaeological 
Evaluation Survey, McCormick Taylor recommended the Weldin Plantation Site (7NC-B-11) 
eligible for listing in the National Register of Historic Places under Criterion D for the 
significant information it can contribute to our understanding of the evolution of rural farm life 
in New Castle County Delaware from the late eighteenth to early twentieth centuries.  The 
Ronald McDonald House Site (7NC-B-54) was also recommended eligible for listing in the 
NRHP under Criterion D, as the site offers a unique opportunity to consider a procurement site in 
the context of the broader network of sites within the Piedmont region.   The Augustine Cutoff 
Site (7NC-B-49) was recommended not eligible for listing in the NRHP.  The site was heavily 
disturbed during the widening of Concord Pike and the subsequent placement of utilities along 
the edge of the western roadway in the twentieth century. 
 
 
 
 




