


























Almost none of the specimens in Figure 22 can be matched to one of the dimensions of a can side, 

unless the strip's length is roughly double the height of a can (Table 6). It would therefore appear that can 

sides were squared up to the double-height dimension and then split horizontally. Since there are few if 

any groups of identical scraps, it appears that each sheet of tinplate was shaped separately. 

Tools 

Precious few actual tools survived the fire and subsequent scavenging. A broken soldering iron 

(FIGURE 26D) is made of copper, the preferred metal. The Ayars catalogue listed three styles of soldering 

iron, including this one, and bar copper for those who made their own. 

A pipe hanger (FIGURE 26C) found in the cellar is a relic of the steam pipes that must have run 

under the floor. Two parts of a grille, one illustrated (FIGURE 26F), could have been the bottom of a 

charcoal-fired device used to heat soldering irons. A piece of tile (FIGURE 26A) discolored by heat and 

covered with smaH nicks, evidently was a working surface. The absence of tools from the ruins may cast 

doubt upon the 1884 newspaper account of the second fire, which stated that the plant had been leased to a 

new operator and was about to resume operations. 

Plate 46 

This photo of the Ellendale cannery, taken in 1924, shows the lightweight construction and 
accretional building "plans" typical of country canneries. Like the Lebanon cannery, this 
example is standing on piers and is lighted by cupolas; a cupola is mentioned in an account 
of the first fire. In a conflagration, the cupola would have provided draft for the flames. 
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