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:Dee.r Sue, 

I liked the lIistoric Resea!'ch Desi.gn alot J and I am at somewhat 

0: a loss to ~a~e 2~Y ger.e~al suggestions for improving it. I 
~ill offer up a fe~ particularistic obse~vations based on my exper­

iences down ~ere, ~owever. I hope they will be of some use~ First~ 

it is apparent O~ :·'2.rylands lower shore that bridging points on 
rivers skew road systegs very markedly and concomitantly affect 

settle~eut patterns. Bridges seemingly are 8uch more efficient 

=overs of peoples and goods than river ferries. Eost early towns 

~own here develoued not at the mouths of rivers but at the lowest 

poi:!lts on rivers t:'lat collid be easily bridged. With the exception 

of 8aI8ridge the towns that grew were towns on bridges J not towns 

on feT7ies. SeccD2 the li2ited availablity of water power down here 

:-Cad a yerJ g::oeat effect on settlement, not so much initially b1.i.t 

froD 1750 o~. _~eas with low water power potential consistently 
loose population to areas wit~ high water power potential. Third, 

as far as long distant water transportation is concerned, speed and 
reg~arity of service were very important to the kinds of goods 

tT2~S?Orted. The begir~~ings of steam navigation on the Cheasapeake 

3ay c~~~ged =ar~eti~g patterns for the lower shore by making Baltimore 

accessaole faster and on a 20re regular oasis. The shift frorr grain 

to fr::,it, vegtaoles and seafood that, occured on Varylands Lower Z2.stern 

3:-~ore between 1800 and 1370 was apparently triggered initially by 

i~proved Via t er conte.cts with 3alt imore. This shift was intens ified 

cy the cOEing of tte ~ailroad later on. Fourth, as far as earliest 

settleGent is concerned, the 80St important factor seems to have been 

2scessa~ll~~y to water, but t~e next most i~portant factor was the 

crainage character~stics of the soil. Areas with good acress to navi­

~2~le w2tsr~ays are settled first if they are well drained, but if 

~2nd is yoorl~r drained then despite water access settlement is delayed 

-~,:,- 28D-:JT-t 2.­ ge~e~2.tio!""'~. ~t._ sisile,r delay i::l settlement is seen \vi th 
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inte~io~ areas that have good drainage but no water accesc. ApparentlJ~ 

the difficulty of 2ovi~g goods on land just about balanced the 

diffic~ties created by the farsing of yoorly drained land. As the 

road syste~ developed of course, interior lands of high agricultural 

potential increased in desirability relative to accessable but poorly 
drai~ed lands. Congratulations on the research design. 

Yours, 

Tom ~avidson 
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