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1 liked the Historic Research Design alot, and I am at somewhat
0 a 1loss to make zny general suggestions for improving itv. I
will offe

r up 2 few particularistic observations based on my exper-
rers, howaver. 1 hope they will be of some use. First,
it 1s apparsnt on Farylands lower shore that bridging points on
2 tems very narkedly and concomitantly affect
settlement pattzrns. Bridges seemingly are much more efficient
o

zovers of pscples and ds than river ferries, Nost early towns
il

Zown rere devel the mouths of rivers but at the lowest
T

at
points on rivers that could be easily bridged. With the exception

o]

T Camoridge the towns that grew were towns on bridges, not towns
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on rXerries. Seconi the limited availabdlity of water power down here
e ffz2ct on settlement, not so much initially but
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rom 1750 on. Areezs with low water power potential consistently
bop

ulation 1o arezas with high water power potential. Third,
long distant water transportation is concerned, spsed and
1 I service were very important to the kinds of goods
“rznsported. The beginnings of steam navigation on the Cheasapeake

b ed zarketing vatterns for the lower shore by making Baliimore

jog
=
zccessable Izster end on a more regular basis,., The shift from grain

To Iruit, vegtedvlss and sezfood that: occured on Marylands Lower ZEastern
szore baitwezn 1800 and 1870 was apparently triggered initially by
inproved water contacts with Baltimore. This shift was intensified

oy the coming of the Railrozd later on. Fourth, as far as earliest
s2Ttlement is concerned, the most importznt factor seems to have been
ZCCess2D

ilizy to water, but the next most important factor was the

of il., Areas with gocod acess to navi-
; are well drained, dbut if
ess settlement 1s delayed

e c
TTo2%out 2 generation., A similar delay in settlement is seen with

Zr. K.-Peter Lade, project director Dr.T. E. Davidson, archoeologist




od drainage but ne waler access, Apparently
ods on land just abcut balanced the
rming of poorly drained land. As the
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o e 0 e, interior lands of high agricultural
otentizl increased in desirability relative to accessable but poorly
raired lands. Congratulations on the research design.
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