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Chapter 2 – Methodology and Research Design 
 
Research Objectives 
 
 The objective of this study is to identify all historic resources listed on or eligible for 
listing on the National Register of Historic places within the identified APE for the project. This 
objective complies with the requirements set forth in Section 106 of the National Historic 
Preservation Act of 1966, as amended.  Both the Location/Identification Level (Phase I) and 
Evaluation Level (Phase II) surveys were completed, including background research, 
development of a historic context, and survey and evaluation of properties more than 50 years of 
age within the APE.  
 
Methodology and Background Research 
 
 The methodology for the survey included background research to identify known 
resources and develop a historic context for evaluating significance, and fieldwork to determine 
the APE and survey properties fifty years of age or older. Properties that were surveyed were 
evaluated for eligibility for listing to the National Register of Historic Places.  After the initial 
field survey, the files of the Delaware State Historic Preservation Office (DE SHPO) were 
examined.  Previous historic sites surveys and documents on file with the DE SHPO were 
reviewed to identify any previously surveyed resources within the APE.  DelDOT road designs 
and contract files from the 1930s and 1970s were pulled and examined for relevant information.  
The 1991 Delaware Historic Bridges Survey and Evaluation and the 2004 Report on the Historic 
and Living Resources along the Kennett Pike and Montchanin Road for the Brandywine Valley 
Scenic Byways was consulted for context information related to the Wilmington and Kennett 
Turnpike.  Additional background research included a review of relevant primary and secondary 
sources, including local histories, aerial photography, and historic maps. With the known 
information on hand, DelDOT staff verified properties 50-years or older through DelDOT road 
design documents, aerial photography, and deeds research.  For the purposes of this project, the 
relevant date of construction for placement on the National Register was 1962.  Research has 
shown that none of the properties within the APE has been previously assessed for National 
Register eligibility. 

 
Objectives 
 
 After collecting background research, an architectural survey and assessment of the 
project area based on current construction plans was carried out to accomplish the following: 
  

1. Identify the range of resources 50 years of age or older –employing a  
c. 1962 date of construction as a cutoff – within the current study area that would  
experience a direct impact (i.e. a taking of property); and, 

2.   Locate properties within the APE that could be potentially eligible for listing on the  
      National Register of Historic Places. 
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Architectural Survey and Assessment of the Project Plans 
 
In order to be eligible for listing to the National Register of Historic Places, a resource 

(i.e. building, site, structure, object, or district) must meet the 50-year-old or older age criterion, 
or meet the criteria consideration for properties achieving significance within the last 50 years. 
Resources must also meet the Criteria for Evaluation (36 CFR § 60.4) as stated in National 
Register Bulletin: How to Apply the National Register Criteria for Evaluation:  

 
The quality of significance in American history, architecture, archeology, engineering, 
and culture is defined in districts, sites, buildings, structures, and objects that possess all 
or some combination of these seven characteristics integrity to a high degree: location, 
design, setting, materials, workmanship, feeling, and association and: 

 
A.  that are associated with events that have made a significant contribution to 
      the broad patterns of our history; or 

 
B.  that are associated with the lives of persons significant in our past; or 

 
C.  that embody the distinctive characteristics of a type, period, or method of 
      construction, or that represent the work of a master, or that possess high 

          artistic values or that represents a significant and distinguishable entity 
      whose components may lack individual distinction; or 

 
D.  that have yielded, or may be likely to yield, information important to 
      history or prehistory (NPS 1997). 

 
A property must also retain sufficient integrity from its period of significance.  Expected 

resource types and guidelines for National Register evaluation are included within each of the 
historic contexts. 
 

DelDOT qualified staff conducted the historic resources survey during April and May 
2009.  The incremental effort included an examination of all buildings located on tax parcels that 
were within the APE (see APE maps, Figure 3).  Historic maps, road plans, and deeds were 
examined to determine approximate dates of construction for buildings within the study area. 

 
During the course of fieldwork, the National Register eligibility status of each resource 

was discussed and descriptions were prepared.  Each resource was photographed using a digital 
camera.  Qualified DelDOT staff filled out DE SHPO CRS forms later in the process.  Forms and 
original copies of research documents are stored at the DE SHPO and DelDOT Administration 
Building. 

 
The project requires milling, overlaying and restriping the northbound and southbound 

SR 52 approaches to the intersection with SR 82 (Campbell Road and Kirk Road) to provide a 
left-turn lane, a through lane and a right turn lane.  This additionally requires reconstructing the 
shoulders of SR 52 and the pavement edge of SR 82.  Therefore, it was concluded that properties 
subject to a property acquisition (permanent easement or new right of way strip) be evaluated for 
compliance needs.  Most of the anticipated impacts are due to the acquisition of slivers of 
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property.  The overall project undertaking and the number of properties that may experience an 
impact (or an effect) is minor. 

 
Expected Results and Property Types 
 
 Based on results of historical research, demographic study, and the project’s location at a 
historical crossroads on the Wilmington and Kennett Turnpike, DelDOT staff expected to find a 
variety of property types. The rich history of Kennett Pike is layered across more than three 
centuries, from the road’s origins as a colonial common road to its improvement and adaptation 
to a turnpike in 1812 and eventual transition to a public road in 1919.   
 

Expected property types include eighteenth and nineteenth century residences, as well as 
the grand houses of large estates constructed in revival styles at the turn of the twentieth century.  
More typical twentieth century Colonial Revival style and mid-century suburban homes are also 
expected.  Properties potentially associated with the du Pont family are also expected, as the 
expansive Winterthur estate is situated just north of DelDOT’s proposed APE and several 
members of the du Pont family built country estates in the Brandywine Valley.  Additional 
property types that may be encountered include possible resources related to agriculture or the 
nearby Wilmington Country Club.  The project area of SR 52 serves as a primary transportation 
route for suburban and ex-urban commuters to the Wilmington and Philadelphia metropolitan 
areas.  The APE is within an area occupied by large estates, recreational landscapes, and early-
to-mid-twentieth century suburban housing. 


