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DELAWARE STATE HISTORIC PRESERVATION OFFICE
15 THE GREEN, DOVER, DE 19901

CULTURAL RESOURCE SURVEY CRS# K-2686

SECONDARY BUILDING FORM

1. ADDRESS/LOCATION: _628 Clapham Road

2.  FUNCTION{S): historic tooliwood shed current storage

3. YEARBUILT: 1930 CIRCA?: [X] ARCHITECT/BUILDER: _Unknown

4. STYLEFLOOR PLAN: Rectangular, open

5. INTEGRITY: original site [ moved []
if moved, from where orginal location's CRS # ear
NIA_ i N/A
NIA ~ NIA
list major alterations and additions with years (if known} year
a. (2) side-gable additions appended fo east end of original square block 1860
h. NJA

6. CURRENT CONDITION: exceillent [ ] good [ fair poor [ ]

7. DESCRIPTION:

a.

b.

Structural system Frame

Number of stories One

. Wall coverings Vertical board siding, white-washed

. Feundation Concrete slab

. Roof

structural system Frame, moderately pitched, side-gable; various roof lines
coverings Asphalt shingle
openings Zero ()

8. DESCRIPTION OF ELEVATIONS:

Facade: direction: 5

1) bays: Two (2}

2) windows: (1} square opening, covered with wire mesh
3) dooris): (1) vertical-board, sliding

4) other: N/A

doc# 20-06-01-05-03 USE BLACK INK ONLY CRS-3




CRS# K-2686

b. Side: direction: E

1) bays: One {1}

2) windows: {1) set of paired, two-light, awning-sash, wooden

3 door{s): None

4) other: Chain-link fencing for former dog kennel extends from south end of east elevation.
¢. Side: direction: W

1) bhays: Zero (0

2) windows: N/A

3) dooris): N/A

4] other: N/A
d. Rear: direction: N

1] bays: Two {2}

2) windows: (1) set of paired, two-light, awning-sash, wooden; {1} square opening covered in wire mesh

3) door{s): N/A

4) other: Propane tank located to east of square window-like opening.

INTERIOR (if accessible):

a) Floor plan Not accessible

b) Partitioniwalls Not accessible

¢) Fihishes Not accessible

d) Furnishings/machinery Not accessible

USE BLACK INK ONLY CRS-3




DELAWARE STATE HISTORIC PRESERVATION OFFICE
15 THE GREEN, DOVER, DE 19901

CULTURAL RESOURCE SURVEY crsg  K-2686
MAP FORM | -

g iy

1. ADDRESS/LOCATION: 628 Clapham Road, Scouth Murderkill Hundred

2. NOTFOR PUBLICATION [] reason:

3. LOCATION MAP:
Indicate position of rescurce in relation to geographical landmarks such as streams and crossreads.

{attach section of USGS quad map with location marked or draw lecation map }

INDICATE NORTH ON SKETCH

MURDILRKI

oty
Bt
- -
-
-
.
-
2,000 . ) _
— Source: USGS 7.5' Topographic Quadrangle (Frederica, DE)
—————— A ————

doc # 20-06-01-05-09 USE BLACK INK OMLY CRS-g




4. SITE PLAN: CRS# K-2086

INDICATE NORTH ON PLAN

' f
Z
I

USE BLACK INK ONLY CRS-g




1.  HISTORIC NAME/IFUNCTION:

2. ADDRESS/LOCATION: 628 Clapham Road

DELAWARE STATE HISTORIC PRESERVATION OFFICE

CULTURAL RESOURCE SURVEY
SURVEY UPDATE FORM

Themas James Property

3. CURRENT CONDITION:  excellent [] good [X

15 THE GREEN, DOVER, DE 19901

K-2686

poor [] demolished [ ]

4. INTEGRITY: The dwelling contains alterations to the west and south elevations since the 1980 survey. The
dweilling is encased with aluminum, replacement siding and contains a replacement, aluminum door and
replacement, vinyl windows on the south elevation, The front {(west) entry porch has been altered and a modern

_eniry porch has been added to the south elevation of the rear ell.

5. SETTING INTEGRITY: Post-1980 residential development, including a mobile home park, is located immediately
to the west and southwest of the property on the west side of Clapham Road. Cultivated fields border the property

to the north, south, and east.

6. FORMS ADDED {give number of forms completed for each):

#: Form:

__CRS 2 Main Building Form
CRS 3 Secondary Building Form

_ List property types:

CRS 4 Archagological Site Form

Tooliwood shed

CRS 5 Structure {Building-Like} Form

CRS 6 Structure {Land Feature) Form

CRS 7 Object Form_

CRS 8 Landscape Elements Form

CRS 8 Map Form

N/A

0
1
0
0
0
0
0
1
0

CRS 14 Potential District Form

7. SURVEYOR INFORMATION:

Surveyor name:
Principal Investigator name:
Principal Investigator signature:

Organization:

doc # 20-01-00-05-02

Emma Young

Barbara Frederick

AD. Marble & Company

USE BLACK INK ONLY

Date: /772007

CRS-1 0




8. OTHER NOTES OR OBSERVATIONS: CRS# K-2686

The property contains alterations since the 1980 survey. Post-1980 residential development is located to the
west and southwest of the property where cultivated fields were formerly located. The property is
surrounded by cultivated lands interspersed with mature trees, and dense overgrowth.

The decorative, wooden, filligree brackets have been removed from the front (west) porch. The brick steps
and landing that provide access to the porch have been replaced in-kind, A one-story-, cne-bay,
pedimented entry porch has been added to the entry on the south elevation. The porch is accessed by four,
replacement, brick steps and fanding. Overall, the dweliing contains minor alterations since the 1980 survey
and appears to be in good condition. The dwelling retains integrity of form and ¢an continue to convey
Greek Revival detailing despite encasement of the exterior in replacement materials.

9. STATE HISTORIC CONTEXT FRAMEWORK (check all appropriate boxes; refer to state management
plan{s)}:

(] Pre-European Contact
Paleo-indian

Archaic

Woodland |

Wooedland Il

1600-1750% Contact Period (Native American)
1630-1730v Exploration and Frontier Settlement
173017707 Intensified and Durable Occupation
1770-1830v Early Industrialization

1830-1880% industrialization and Early Urbanization
1880-1840v Urbanization and Early Suburbanization
1940-1960% Suburbanization and Early Ex-urbanization

a) Time periodis)

I

ORKCOO0

b) Geographical zone [] Piedmont
B UpperPeninsula
[] Lower Peninsula/Cypress Swamp
[0 coastal
[0 Urban (City of Wilmington)
¢) Historic period theme(s)
K Agriculture [l Transportation and Communication
[J Forestry [l settiement Patterns and Demographic Changes
[] Trapping/Hunting Bd Architecture, Engineering and Decorative Arts
(0 Mining/Quarrying [l Government
[ FishingtOystering O religion
[0 Manufacturing [ Education
[l Retailing/Wholesaling [ ] Community Organizations
[] Finance [1 Oeccupational Organizations
(] Professional Services [] Major Families, Individuals and Events

USE BLACK INK ONLY CRS-1 0



NPS Form 10-900 OMB No. 1024-0018

United States Department of the Interior
National Park Service

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES
REGISTRATION FORM

This form is for use in nominating or requesting determinations for individual properties and districts. See
instructions in How to Complete the National Register of Historic Places Regisirafion Form (National Register
Bulletin 16A). Complete each item by marking "x" in the appropriate box or by entering the information
requested. If any item does not apply to the property being documented, enter "N/A" for "not applicable." For
functions, architectural classification, maierials, and areas of significance, enter only categories and
subcategories from the instructions. Place additional entries and natrative items on continuation sheets (NPS
Form 10-800a). Use a typewriter, word processor, or computer, to complete all items.
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historic name Thomas James House

other names/site number KD2686

2. Location

street & number 628 Clapham Road not for publication

city or town _Magnolia vicinity X

state _Delaware code DE county Kent code 001

Zip code 19962

o o e e e o B B T B . o T————— T T e e . A o o o o e e . o e . T e e e e i Ao . i . e e o e . . . . o o e e
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gt . e . . .1 . . ... .. . ..., g, S, . . . e s s s

As the designated authority under the National Historic Preservation Act, as amended, | hereby certify that this
nomination ____ request for determinaticn of eligibility meets the documentation standards for registering

properties in the National Register of Historic Places and meets the procedural and professional requirements

set forth in 36 CFR Part 60. In my ¢pinion, the property meets does not meei the National Register

Criteria. | recommend that this property be considered significant __ naticnally

____statewide ___ locally. (___ See continuation sheet for additienal comments.)

Signature of certifying official Date

State or Federal Agency or Tribal government



In my opinicn, the property meets does not meet the National Register criteria. (| See
continuation sheet for additional comments.)

Signature of commenting official/Title Date

State or Federal agency and bureau

. o o A et e e e e . T B e T e B e e e bl e N e e - W NG B e e e et e e e e e e B e . e e

e e . . o B T e o e e i e L . S S . T T —— T T —— S . T ———— . — — o —— ———— — — —— —— e T " " " " F————— — T S ]— T—— T " ] — e e
o o e e o . T o . P o e e e o o . e e e e e e e T e e e e e o o o o e e e T T o o o T o o o o o

|, hereby certify that this property is:

_____entered in the National Register
____See continuation sheet.
_determined eligible for the
National Register
____ See continuation sheet.
_____determined not eligible for the
National Register
~___removed from the National Reqister

other (explain):

Signature of Keeper Date
of Action

e ———— el —t—————— =L i e —————————————— - — ]

S S S S L I S oS o oS - L o o L ST S I L o oo oo oS S/ ——

Ownership of Property (Check as many boxes as apply)
_ X private
____ pubiic-local
____ public-State
____ public-Federal

Category of Property {Check only one box)
_X_building(s)
____district
_ site
___structure
____object

Number of Resources within Property

Contributing Noncontributing

1 1__ buildings
0 Q0 sites

0 0  structures
0 { objects

1 1 Total




Number of contributing resources previously listed in the National
Register O

Name of related multiple property listing {Enter "N/A" if property is not part of a multiple propenrty listing.)

N/A

S S S S S N N N N N N N N R S oSS S s ST

e e e e e e e e e e s el S g

Historic Functions (Enter categories from instructions)
Cat: _Domestic Sub: _Single Dwelling

Cat: Agriculture/Subsistence Sub: Agricultural Outbuilding

Current Functions (Enter categories from instruciions)
Cat: Domeslic Sub: Single Dwelliing

Ty Sy —
ommfn ettt s s e S e ey ————————— g —— et . et ]

T T T ———

Architectural Classification (Enter categories from instructions)
Mid-19™ Century; Greek Revival

Materials (Enter categories from instructions)
foundation brick
roof asphalt
walls Metal: Aluminum
other cornice: aluminum; porch: brick, wood, vinyl: chimneys: brick

Narrative Description (Describe the historic and current condition of the property on one or more continuation
sheets.)
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Applicable National Register Criteria {Mark "x" in one aor more boxes for the criteria qualifying the property for
National Register listing)

A Property is associated with events that have made a significant
contribution to the broad patterns of our history.

B Property is associated with the lives of persons significant in
our past.

_X _C Property embodies the distinctive characteristics of a type, period, or method of construction or
represents the work of a master, or possesses high artistic values, or represents a
significant and distinguishable entity whose components lack individual distinction.
D Preperty has yielded, or is likely to yield information important in prehistory or history.
Criteria Consideraticns (Mark "X" in all the boxes that apply.}

_____ A owned by a religious institution or used for religious purposes.

__ B removed from its original location.
C abirthplace or a grave.
D acemetery.
E a reconstructed building, object, or structure.
F acommemorative property.

G less than 50 years of age or achieved significance within the past 50 years.

Areas of Significance {Enter categories from instructions)
Architecture

Period of Significance ¢a. 1820; ca. 1850

Significant Cates ca. 1820; ca. 1850

Significant Person (Complete if Criterion B is marked above) N/A

Cultural Affiliation  N/A

Architect/Builder __ N/A
Narrative Statement of Significance {Explain the significance of the property on one or more continuation
sheets,)
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(Cite the books, articles, and other sources used in preparing this form on one or more continuation sheets.)

Previous documentation on file (NPS)

____preliminary determination of individual listing (36 CFR 67} has been
requested.

____previously listed in the National Register

____previously determined eligible by the National Register

_ designated a National Historic Landmark

____recorded by Historic American Buildings Survey #

____recorded by Historic American Engineering Record #

Primary Location of Additional Data

_X State Historic Preservation Office

____ (Other State agency

____Federai agency

____Local government

___ University

___ Other

Name of repository: Delaware State Historic Preservation Office

o o e e e e o e e o e = e o e o e e e el N L b Bl bk e e e o o o o e e o o o e e e e
P e e e e e it

e ————
e el fefe e ee——————— A e e

Acreage of Property 2.10

UTM References (Place additional UTM references on a continuation sheet)

Zone Easting Northing Zone Easting Northing
1 18 459844E 4322810N 3
2 4

Verbal Boundary Description (Describe the boundaries of the property on a continuation sheet.}

Boundary Justification (Explain why the boundaries were selected on a continuation sheet.)

oo e e e e e e ———— i ———

L R A ———
o e e T i I A e e e e e e e e e P e e e e e P e P e e e e e e e T P T e e e e e e e e e e e e I I I e e e e e T R B e e e A e

nameftitle:  Emma Younqg, Architectural Historian

organization_A.D. Marble & Company date __ November 2007

street & number__ 375 East Elm Street, Suite 200 ielephone (484) 533-2500

city or town Conshohocken state _PA _ Zip code 18428
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Submit the foilowing items with the completed form:
Continuation Sheets

Maps
A USGS map (7.5 or 15 minute series) indicating the property's location.
A sketch map for historic districts and properties having large acreage ar numerous resources.

Photographs
Representative black-and-white photographs of the property.

Additional items (Check with the SHPO or FPO for any additional items)

e T o e T S L . . . S . . M. O N N 1 My Bt iy e e o o e o o e e e e . T T I ———— — —— ——— — — T———— ———— —— f— —
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e ey Sy ——
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(Complete this item at the request of the SHPC or FPO.)

name Arthur E. Pulleyn, Trustee

street & number 628 Clapham Read telephone _ (302) 335-3381

town/city Magnolia state _DE Zip code 19962

Paperwork Reduction Act Statement: This information is being collected for applications to the National
Register of Historic Places to nominate properties for listing or determine eligibility for listing, to list properties,
and to amend existing listings. Response 1o this request is required 1o obtain a benefit in accordance with the
National Historic Preservation Act, as amended (16 U.5.C. 470 et seq.). A federal agency may not conduct or
sponsor, and a person is not required to respond 10 a collection of information uniess it displays a valid OMB
control number.

Estimated Burden Statement: Public reporting burden for this form is estimated to average 18.1 hours per
response including the time for reviewing instructions, gathering and maintaining data, and completing and
reviewing the form. Direct comments regarding this burden estimate or any aspect of this form to Keeper,
National Register of Historic Places, 1849 “C" Street NW, Washington, DC 20240.




United States Department of the Interior
National Park Service

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES
CONTINUATION SEHEET
Thomas James House, Kent County, DE

Section 7 Page |

Description

The Thomas James House is located on the east side of Clapham Road, approximately 0.75-miles northwest of
the community of Little Heaven. The 2.1G-acre property consists of a ¢irca-1840 to circa-1880, frame dwelling
and an early twentieth-century, frame, tool/wood shed. The dwelling and shed are in good condition. A barn and
several additional outbuildings, formerly located to the rear of the dwelling, were removed in the late twentieth
century. Compared to other contemporary area examples, the Thomas James House is a well-preserved
example of a mid-nineteenth-century dwelling with Greek Revival detailing. Features of the Greek Revival style
include a symmetrical facade, gabled roof, entry porch, transom, corner boards, and boxed cornice with returns.

The property is currently under residential use. Due to the removal of the large barn and several additional
outbuildings and fragmentation of the farm plan, the property no longer retains the feeling of a nineteenth-
century farm complex. Small groves of trees surround the property to the north, south, and east. Cultivated
fields line the property to the south, and a modern mobile home park is located across Clapham Road (US
113A), immediately to the west of the property.

Dwelling

The L-shaped dwelling features a circa-1880 two-and-one-half-story, five-bay-wide, symmetrical, front block
with a circa-1840, one-and-one-half-story, three-bay-wide rear ell, likely of frame or log construction. The
dwelling sits upon a full, brick foundation, and aluminum siding covers the exterior walls. The gable ends of the
front block are ciad in vertical aluminum siding. The steeply pitched, side-gable roof that caps the front biock is
sheathed in asphalt shingles and features gable-end returns of the boxed cornice. Twe interior, brick, end
chitnneys protrude from the roof ridge. The rear ell is capped by a steeply pitched, side-gable roof sheathed in
asphalt shingles. An interior, brick, end chimney protrudes from the eastern end of the roof ridge.

The dwelling faces west towards Clapham Road. An entry porch, centrally located on the facade, provides
access to the main entry into the dwelling. The entry porch repiaced an earlier wood porch with filigreed
brackets and consists of three brick steps and a brick landing. Three wooden, corner posts support the fiat,
wooden roof that shelters the porch. A carpenter-gothic bench is located on the north and south sides of the
porch and spans between the posts and the facade of the dwelling. The main entry into the dwelling consists of
a four-paneled, wood door, accessed by a two-light, aluminum storm door, and fopped by a three-light fransom.
The dooris flanked by two evenly spaced, six-over-six light, deuble-hung sash, wood windows. The windows
feature wood sills and aluminum surrounds. Five, six-over-six light, double-hung sash, wood windows are
located in the second story, aligned above the five openings of the first story.

The north gable end of the front black features two, two-over-two light, double-hung sash, wood windows in the
gable and no additional openings. The south gable end of the front block contains two evenly spaced, six-over-
six light, double-hung sash, wood windows in the first and secend stories. Each window sits atop a woeden sili
and features an aluminum surround. Two, two-over-two light, double-hung sash, wood windows are located in
the gable. The rear ell conceals the southernmost bays of the east elevation of the front block. Two evenly
spaced, six-over-six light, double-hung sash, weoden windows are located in the first story and three evenly
spaced, six-over-six light, double-hung sash, wooden windows occupy the second story. Each window sits upon
a wooden sill and features an aluminum surround.

The rear ell faces south and features a regular fenestration pattern in the facade. Although there is no
documentary evidence, it is possible, based on regional trends in construction during the mid-nineteenth
century, that this rear block may be an earlier frame or log dwelling that was incorporated when the front block
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was constructed.

The rear ell contains a post-1980, centrally located, entry porch that consists of four brick steps, brick landing,
and vinyl railing, posts, and balustrade. A front-gable, vinyl, pediment rocf, sheathed in asphalt shingles, caps
the porch and shelters the secondary entry into the dwelling. A single-leaf, nine-light, aluminum door, sheltered
by a two-light, aluminum, storm door, provides access into the interier. A six-over-six light, double-hung sash,
wood window flanks the entry. The cpenings in the second story are aligned above the three openings of the
first story. Two narrow, rectangular, one-over-one light, double-hung sash, aluminum, replacement windows are
located directly above the entry and in the westernmost bay of the upper stery. A three-over-three light, double-
hung sash, aluminum, replacement window occupies the easternmost bay of the upper story.

The east elevation of the rear ell confains two evenly spaced, four-over-four light, double-hung sash, wooden
windows in the gable. Each window sits upon a wooden sill and features an aluminum surround. A shed-roof,
enclosed addition extends the width of the first story of the north elevation of the rear ell. A six-light, aluminum
door complete with a two-light, aluminum storm door, is located on the east elevation of the addition and
provides interior access. The addition, ¢lad in aluminum siding and capped by an asphalt-shingle roof, was
enclosed in the 1970s by the current owner based on the 1980 survey form. Two sets of evenly spaced, paired,
six-over-six light, double-hung sash, aluminum windows occupy the first story. Three evenly spaced, narrow,
rectangular, one-over-one light, double-hung sash, aluminum windows are located in the upper stery.

Outbuildings

ToolWood Shed

A one-story, frame, circa-1930 tocl and wood shed, erected inthree parts, is located immediately to the east of
the dwelling. The building was converied for use as a dog kennel circa 1965, and a wire-mesh fence extends
outward from the east elevation of the building. The building sits atop a cencrete slab and white-washed,
vertical-board siding comprises the exterior. A steeply pitched, side-gable roof, sheathed in asphalt shingles
and featuring three separate planes along the ridge, caps the building.

One square window-like opening, covered in wire mesh, is lecated in the westernmost bay of the south
elevation. A vertical-board, sliding door is centrally located in the south elevation. A set of paired, two-light,
awning-sash, wooden windows and one, square, ground-level opening occupy the east elevaticn. A set of
paired, two-light, awning-sash, wooden windows are located in the eastern end of the north elevation and one
square, window-like opening, covered in wire mesh occupies the western end.

Overall, the building, currently used for storage, is in good condition.
Removed Outbuildings
The property, which included the dwelling and former tool/wocd shed, was documented in 1980. A comparison

of aerials from 1932 and 1992 reveals that prior to 1880, a barn and additicnail outbuikdings were removed from
the property.

Landscape Features and Setting
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A portion of the historic farm lane network (connecting the property ta Clapham Road) is intact. Large mature,
avergreen and deciduous trees intersperse the property and surround the gravel, semi-circular farm lane. A line
of mature deciduous and evergreen trees delineates the north, south, and east sides of the property. Cultivated
fields surround the property boundary to the north, east, and south, and modern residential development is
located to the west of the property across Clapham Road (US 113A). The field patterns and orchards are no
longer visible on the property.
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Statement of Significance

The Thomas James House (circa-1820 rear ell with cirea-1860 front block) is recommended eligible for listing in
the National Register of Historic Places under Criterion C as a locally significant nineteenth-century dwelling
with Greek Revival-style detailing in Scuth Murderkill Hundred, Kent County. Architectural features include the
transom, corner boards, gable-end returns, paneled central entrance door, original six-over-six light, double-
hung sash, wood windows, and brick, intenor, end chimneys. With the exception of the replacement of a few
windows in the rear ell, the addition of the entry porch at the rear ell and the enclosure of a former porch, there
have been relatively few changes since the late nineteenth century.

The property delinealed as 628 Clapham Road in South Murderkill Hundred, Kent County, criginally
encompassed 573 acres that belonged to Thomas James, a lccal farmer. Assumingly, the one-and-one-half-
story dwelling was erected circa 1820 as this represents a form typical to those dwellings erected in the early
nineteenth century in Delaware. Thomas James presumably added the two-story front block and Greek Revival
detailing circa-1850 as his name appear on Byles' 1858 Atlas of Kent County, Delaware.” The 1868 Beers’
Allas of Kent County, Delaware also illustrates “Thos. James” as the land owner.? Over the next four decades,
ownership of the large tract of land presumably passed through heirs of Thomas James for the title trace is lost
until 1801 based upon research conducted at the Kent County Recorder of Deeds.

On August 8, 1801, Carrie M. Latchum sold the property, known as “The Sipple Tract” along with “all buildings
and improvements” to Charles N. Hocdall for $4550 (KCDB N8: 87). Hoodall retained ewnership of the land
until he lost the property from the settlement of a lawsuit and a debt of $2400. On April 29, 1936, William G.
Bush, Sheriff of Kent County, soid the 573-acre property 10 Arley B. Magee, the highest bidder, for $2800
(KCDB U14: 314). On January 4, 1937, Magee and his wife, Louise M., conveyed the preperty 1o Jehn Dingle
(KCDB B15: 43). According to a 1937 aerial photegraph of the property, the Thomas James House included the
extant dwelling and several agricultural outbuildings, including a barn. A circulation network of farm lanes
intersect throughout the property and bisect through a small, former orchard located to the northeast of the
dwelling.

On December 28, 1850, Neva W. Dingle, widower of John Dingle, sold the property to Island Farm, Inc. (KCDB
C19: 369). On July 1, 1962, Island Farm, Inc. conveyed the property, totaling 573 acres, to King Cole Farm, Inc.
(KCDB Y22: 302). Over the next year, King Cole Farm, Inc. subdivided the acreage into separate lots. The field
patterns and historic agricultural use of the property may have been replaced at this time. The land adjacent to
the west side of Clapham Road (US 113A) was subdivided into a residential trailer park. King Cole Farm, Inc.
subdivided the Thomas James House and tool shed onto a 2.0-acre tract of land and on Novermber 26, 1963,
scld the small parcel, including the dwelling and tool shed, to Arthur E. Pulleyn for $4500 (KCDB 123: 532).
Pricr to 1980, Mr. Pulleyn enclosed the first-floor addition on ithe north elevaticn of the rear ell, encased the
dwelling in aluminum siding, and replaced some of the windows cn the rear ell. Between 1980 and 2007, the
entry porch on the facade was repiaced and a porch was added to the south elevation of the rear ell. Currently,
in 2007, Arthur E. Pulleyn retains ownership of the property, which consists of 2.0 acres.

1 A.D. Byles, Allas of Kent County, Delaware, 185%.
2 J.G. Beers, Aflas of Kent County, Delawars, 1868.
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The Thomas James House was previously documented on a CRS form in 1980.

The Thomas James House is being evaluated as a residential resource due to the absence/removal of the
former barn and associated outbuildings. In order fo be seen as a significant example of residential
architecture, a property must include a building or structure that embodies the distinctive characteristics of a
type, period, or method of construction. Buildings must possess strong integrity of design and materials. The
Thomas James House embodies elements of a mid-nineteenth-century dwelling with Greek Revival
architectural details and retains integrity from its initial period of construction (ca. 1820) and ca. 1850 addition
and is therefore recommended eligible under National Register Criterion C.

The Greek Revival architectural style was popular in the mid-nineteenth-century for both public buildings and
domestic architecture throughout the United States. In the Mid-Atlantic, most builders did not erect high-style
dwel'.mgs in the Greek Revival style, but instead opted for the application of Greek Revival motifs to traditional
forms.> The resulting style is characterized by symmetncal facades, low-pitched roofs, pedimented gables,
classical proportions, and heavy, unadorned comices. * The Thomas James House retains details commons to
the Greek Revival style: syrmmetrical facade, cormer boards, paneled door, transom, six-light, double-hung sash
windows, low-pitched, gable roof, and unadomed cornice.” The door surround does not include sidelights.

The remodeling, replacing, and/or enlarging of houses constituted a broad pattern in Delaware after the Civil
War and up through the third quarter of the nineteenth century, or the collapse of the peach boom. The Themas
James House reflects trends associated with this pattern as the front block presumably post-dates the rear ell,

A thematic National Register nomination entitled Rebuilding St Georges Hundred, 1830-1899traces the trend
in southern New Castle County.® If the Thomas James House is an example, this trend appears to have
extended at least as far south as Kent County. The study notes that the rebuilding theme is “representative of a
broad pattern of historically documented architectural, agricultural, and social changes” taking place during that
time.” The buildings in the study reflected local versions and/or mixes of Italianate, Second Ernpire, Gothic, Late
Federal, and Greek Revival architectural styles.

The Thomas James House retains the maijority of the aspects of integrity enabling it to convey its architectural
significance. [ntegrity of design is most critical when evaluating individual resources as representative examples
of a type under Criterion C. Integrity of building design would be compromised through incompatible additions
as well as the loss of the major architectural elements {(massing, roofiines, windows, doors, chimneys, and
porches). The reconstruction of the front porch and small-scale additions to the rear ell does not compromise
the integrity of design of the dwelling as the dwelling retains its L-shaped footprint, fenestration pattern,
massing, chimneys, and roofline.

The material integrity of the dweiling has been somewhat compromised by the cladding of the roof in asphalt

3 Gabrielle Lanigr and Bernard Herman, Everyday Archifacture of the Mid-Allantic, The Johns Hopkins University Press:
Baltimore, Maryland, 1997, page 138.

4 fbidl.

5 Virginia and Lee McAlester, A Field Guide to American Houses, Alfred A. Knopf: New York, New York, 2002 edition, pages 179-
182

6 Bernard L., Lauren Archibald, Helen Ross, Trish Bensinger, et al., Rebufiding St Georges Hundred, New Casfie County, 1850-
1880 1985. Mational Register Nomination, on fiie, DESHFO, Dover.

7 Ibid, Section 7:1-2.
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shingles, the encasement of the exterior walls in aluminum siding, and the replacement of some doors and
windows, However, the Thomas James House still possesses most of those physical elements of original
construction including brick foundation, brick chimneys, maijority of original windows with wooden sills, paneled
main entrance door, and transom. Integrity of workmanship is physical evidence of functional and/or decorative
craftsmanship during a given period in history. The integrity of workmanship is evident in the brick foundation,
chimneys, entry benches, and wood sills. Based on an examination of historic aerials and mapping, the dwelling
appears to retain integrity of location, as it is located adjacent to the roadway and gravel farm lane. The integrity
of setting has been somewhat compromised by the loss of the relationship between this and the buildings that
once comprised the farm complex, although it still retains a setting among active agricultural lands adjacent to a
gravel lane that formerly served the farm complex. The asscciation of the former dwelling with a farmstead
complex has been lost by the removal of the agrarian structures; however, the dwelling continues to serve a
residential use. The retention of integrity of materials, workmanship, design, and location result in the retention
of integrity of feeling. Thus, the Thomas James House retains sufficient integrity to be considered eligibie for
isting in the National Register in the area of architecture.

The Thomas James House is not eligible under Criteria A and C in the area of agriculture due to loss of
integrity. In order to be seen as a significant example of a farm compiex, a resource must possess features that
date to and retain integrity from the peried of significance. The setting of the land must reflect agricultural use or
at a rninimum a buffer between the farm and surrounding land use. The Thomas James House retains an
agricultural setting amidst cultivated field and yard space with some mature trees. Based on an examination of
historic mapping, it appears that the extant buildings (dwelling and tooliwood shed) retain integrity of location.
Additionally, buildings and structures that convey the historic operations of the farm must remain. While the
James property retains the historic dwelling, the absence of a historic barn and other outbuildings that convey
the types of farming that were conducted on the property detracts from the overall integrity of historic
association with agriculture as well as the feeling of a farm complex. While the Thomas James House retains a
forimer tocl/iwood shed, alone, this extant outhuilding cannot convey the types of agricultural that once occurred
on the property. Additionally, the remaval of the farm's barns and cuthuildings has resulted in a loss of integrity
of design of the former farm plan. Therefore, due to a lack of integrity the Thomas James property is
recommended not eligible in the area of agriculture.

The Thomas James House is recommended not eligible under Criterion B. due to lack of association with a
significant individual. Based on an examination of primary and secandary sources, it does not appear that any
of the histaric owners of this property carried out aclivities that were demonstrably important to the local area.

The Thomas James House is recommended not eligible under Criterion D (potential to yield information).
Eligibility of above-ground resources under Criterion D is rare; to be eligible under Criterion D, a building must
possess the potential to yield information on practices or methods of construction. The dwelling is built of frame,
a common construction technique, and does not appear to have the potential to be an important source of
information. The log construction of the rear ell cannot be discerned from the extericr, and therefore, does not
appear to have the potential to be an important source of information. The extant twentieth-century outbuilding
features unremarkable construction techniques. As na archaeological testing has been conducted on the
Thomas James property, the property's archaeolegical potential cannot be assessed at this time,
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State Historic Context Framework:
Tirme Period: 1830-1880 Industrialization and Early Urbanization
Geographical Zone: Upper Peninsula

Historic Period Themes: Architeciure, Engineering, and Decorative Arts
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Verbal Boundary Description

The existing Kent County Tax Parcel 800113000233000001 will serve as the National Register boundary for the
Thomas James House.

Boundary Justification

The nominated property includes the architecturally significant dwelling, former tool/iwoed shed, sufficient
setting, and the gravel driveway that provides access to the property. The 2,10-acre tax parcel includes a
pertion of the land on which the dwelling was historically located at the time of its construction {ca. 1820/ca.
1850). The associated former tool/wood shed post-dates the period of significance and is considered to be non-
contributing features. This houndary was prepared in accordance with the guidelines set farth in the National
Register Bulletin: Defining Boundaries for National Register Properties.®

8 National Park Service, 1997.
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Thomas James House, K-2686, 1992

South Murderkill Hundred, Kent County, Delaware

Thomas James House

Proposed National Register Boundary
Tax Parcels

Source: USGS Orthophotogra ph- 1992




Thomas James House, K-2686, 1937

South Murderkill Hundred, Kent County, Delaware

| Thomas James Property (K-2686)

Source' 1937 Aerial Pholography






