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1.0 INTRODUCTION 

 

This report presents the results of the 2010 to 2011 Phase II archaeological evaluation-level 

investigations conducted by A.D. Marble & Company for the SR 1, Little Heaven Grade 

Separated Intersection project in Little Heaven, Kent County, Delaware (Figure 1). The goals of 

the investigations were to evaluate the National Register of Historic Places (NR) eligibility of 

five archaeological sites identified in the project Area of Potential Effects (APE) during the 

Phase I identification-level investigations that took place from 2003 to 2009 (A.D. Marble & 

Company 2009). These sites include: 7K-F-148B, 7K-F-180, 7K-F-187, 7K-F-194, and 7K-F-

195. This work is mandated by the Memorandum of Agreement (MOA) for the project, which 

states, in part, in Section IA: 

 

During the Evaluation Studies (Phase II), FHWA and DelDOT shall apply the 
National Register criteria (36 CFR 60.4) in accordance with 36 CFR 800.4 (c), 
taking into account applicable historic contexts and management plans developed 
for Delaware’s historic and prehistoric archaeological resources. 
 
If FHWA and DelDOT determine that any of the National Register criteria are 
met, and the DE SHPO agrees, the archaeological site(s) shall be considered 
eligible for the National Register. 
 
If FHWA and DelDOT determine that the National Register criteria are not met, 
and the DE SHPO agrees, the archaeological site(s) shall be considered not 
eligible for the National Register. (MOA Signed 2010: Section IA) 

 

The purpose of the proposed project is to improve traffic safety and alleviate vehicle congestion 

along SR 1 and at its intersections with Bowers Beach Road, Skeeter Neck Road, Mulberrie 

Point Road, Clapham Road (US 113A), and Barratts Chapel Road in Little Heaven, Delaware. 

The investigation is part of the SR 1 Corridor Capacity Preservation Program and the State of 

Delaware’s Long-Range Transportation Plan. The Phase IB and II surveys were performed for 

Century Engineering, Inc., and the Delaware Department of Transportation (DelDOT) on behalf 

of the Federal Highway Administration (FHWA). 

 

The APE was defined by the proposed limits of construction for the Preferred Alternative C and 

was developed in consultation with DelDOT and the Delaware State Historic Preservation Office 



Figure 1
Project Location

SR 1, Little Heaven Grade Separated Intersection
Murderkill Hundred, Kent County, Delaware
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Area of Potential Effects (APE)
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(DESHPO). The APE equates to 69.2 ha (170.9 ac). A.D. Marble & Company identified 19 

archaeological sites during the Phase I archaeological resources identification-level survey 

program (Table 1). DESHPO determined that six sites (7K-F-148B, 7K-F-180, 7K-F-187, 7K-F-

194, 7K-F-195, and 7K-F-196) would undergo Phase II fieldwork and additional background 

research (Figure 2). One of these sites, 7K-F-196 (Somy Field Site), was recommended for 

additional investigation/mitigation. The Phase II investigation at the Somy Field Site is not 

reported in this document. This document reports the results of the Phase II investigations at the 

remaining five sites: 7K-F-148B, 7K-F-180, 7K-F-187, 7K-F-194, and 7K-F-195. 

 

Table 1. Little Heaven Archaeological Sites Identified during Phase I Survey. 
Site Name Site Number 

Olive School 7K-F-179 
- 7K-F-181 
Rainbow Inn 7K-F-182 
Baker 7K-F-183 
Dewey-Shahan 7K-F-184 
Baker II 7K-F-185 
James-Faley 7K-F-186 
Gray House 7K-F-188 
Allen-Darby 7K-F-189 
Elfreth 7K-F-190 
Northrop 7K-F-191 
F. Wilkins 7K-F-192 
McIlvane 7K-F-193 

  
SITES THAT UNDERWENT PHASE II SURVEY 

Thomas James 7K-F-180 
- 7K-F-194 
J. Grier 7K-F-187 
Skeeter Neck Road 7K-F-195 
- 7K-F-148B 
Somy Field 7K-F-196 

 
A.D. Marble & Company performed the Phase II investigation in compliance with the provisions 

of the DESHPO Draft: Guidelines for Architectural and Archaeological Surveys in the State of 

Delaware (2001) and the Secretary of the Interior’s Standards and Guidelines. In addition, all 

cultural resources evaluations were conducted in accordance with Section 106 of The National 

Historic Preservation Act of 1966, as amended; the Procedures for the Protection of Historic and 

Cultural Properties set forth in 36 CFR 800, as amended; 23 CFR 771, as amended; guidance 

published by the Advisory Council on Historic Preservation (ACHP); Sections 1(3) and 2(b) of 

Executive Order 11593; the National Environmental Policy Act of 1966; and the Delaware 
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Phase II Archaeological Site Locations
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Murderkill Hundred, Kent County, Delaware
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Antiquities Act (7 Del Code Ch. 53). Funding for the cultural resources survey was provided by 

DelDOT. A.D. Marble & Company archaeologists employed the National Register Bulletin, 

Guidelines for Evaluating and Registering Archaeological Properties (Little et al. 2000) in 

concert with published Delaware culture-historical contexts as guides for evaluating 

archaeological sites for the NR. 

 

In compliance with the Code of Federal Regulations (36 CFR Part 61), investigators chosen for 

the project met or exceeded the professional qualifications in archaeology. Over the course of the 

Phase II investigations, Bryan Butina and Frank Dunsmore served alternately as field directors 

and graphics specialists. Jenn Babiarz, Joelle Browning, Dawn Chesheak, Chris Connallon, 

Abigail Finkenbinder, Kristen Norbut, and Russell Stevenson served as field technicians. Shauna 

Haas and Elizabeth Amisson conducted background research. Christine Gill and Stephanie 

Walker served alternately as laboratory directors for the project. Aaron Grove assisted with 

Geographic Information System (GIS) mapping, and Michael Lenert, Ph.D., RPA, served as 

principal investigator and report coordinator. 




