









































Interpretation of the site on the one hand is relatively simple. A depression was formed when the subsoil
was quarried for mixing with water from an unknown location within the depression. Then, the mud was
formed and/or dried under a nearby canopy or shed roof structure on slightly higher ground. When the
brick was dry, it was then stacked outside the canopy/shed area and fired. Little to no evidence of fire
channels exist at the clamp. After the firing, the high fired brick was removed, possibly to the southern
end of the site near the possible structure and barrel well location, although no evidence of brick features
were found in that area of the site.

Artifact concentrations suggest the highway corridor encompassed the whole site, as the densities decrease
to almost zero on all sides of the ROW and a brick related feature may never be found in future
excavations outside the corridor. The low numbers of non-brick artifacts on the site suggest that both the
late 18" and late 19" century components were very limited, and could represent two distinctly, separate,
short-term, failed attempts to live on site.

Stage I analysis for the Jones Site is just beginning, and soils samples from across the site will be analyzed
to aid in determining site functions and activity areas. Parsons will submit brick samples from the
canopy/shed postholes, the procurement/mixing pit, barrel well, and bricklined well for chemical analysis.
The research design follows work conducted in New York by Allan Gilbert, speaking later this morning,
and utilizes an inductively-coupled plasma emission spectroscopy (ICP) to test for 25 trace elements
(Gilbert et al. 1993:43-44). The brick samples will be compared to subsoil samples collected from the
area under the procurement/mixing pit, between the canopy/shed postholes, and the gleyed soils just south
of the two wells. It is our hope that the subsoils will contain unique trace elements to match with the hand
made bricks. Petrographic analysis on the brick is also an option that we hope to explore.

The late 18™ century brick clamp complex on the Jones Site was almost a perfect example of a rural brick
manufacturing facility. The complex was saved from artifact contamination because the habitation
occurred elsewhere on the site far away from the clamp. Because brick clamps and kilns are
predominately placed on the original ground surface and not into a depression or construction trench, the
features are easily destroyed by plowing. As has been shown, some structural integrity can still exist if the
base of the clamp was subsurface or deeper than some plows could cultivate (Heite 1973:50).
Unfortunately, the feature that could identify the use of the bricks from the clamp was not found with the
project area. Yet, I hope that the research stemming from the Jones Site will help bring recognition to
these feature types and enhance our knowledge of brick clamp complexes.
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