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ABSTRACT
 

In January, 1987, an architectural survey and assessment was 
conducted along that portion of State Route 896 lying between 
Summit Bridge and State Route 4 in Pencader Hundred, New Castle 
County, Delaware. The work was undertaken by the Cultural 
Resource Group of Louis Berger & Associates, Inc. for the 
Delaware Department of Transportation (De1DOT), and the Federal 
Highway Administration (FHWA). The purpose of the survey was to 
provide information for compliance with Section 106 of the 
National Historic Preservation Act in consultation with the State 
Historic Preservation Office (SHPO) and the Bureau of Archaeology 
and Historic Preservation (BAHP). A program of documentary 
research and field investigation was employed to inventory eleven 
properties on Route 896 ranging in date from the late 18th to 
early 20th centuries, most of which were once associated wi th 
agricultural activities. Of these properties, six have been eva­
luated as meeting the standards of integrity and architectural 
importance necessary for eligibility for the National Register of 
Histor ic Places. Properties on Route 896 that have been pre­
viously listed in the National Register are the Aikens Tavern 
Histor ic District and the New Castle and Frenchtown Railroad 
right-of-way. 
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INTRODUCTION
 

The purpose of this report is to describe architectural 

investigations of the proposed Route 896 Corridor in north­

central New Castle County, Delaware (Figure 1). The fieldwork and 

report preparation, occurring between January and April, 1987, 

were conducted by the Cultural Resource Group of Louis Berger & 

Associates, Inc. for the Delaware Department of Transportation 

and the Federal Highway Administration. As specified under sec­

tion 106 of the National Historic Preservation Act, the goal was 

to identify significant, or potentially significant, architec­

tural resources as defined by the National Register of Historic 

Places (36CFR60, sec. 1202) in and near the proposed area of 

widening and relocation of Route 896. Historic and prehistoric 

archaeological investigations of the Route 896 Corridor were con­

ducted in 1986 by the University of Delaware Center for 

Archaeological Research. The results have been issued as No. 52 

in the De1DOT Archaeological Series, to which this architectural 

report may be considered a companion document. 

To all residents of Route 896 and to the staff of the Hall of 

Records, Dover, thanks are due for their cooperation and 

assistance during the field investigations and research effort. 

Appreciation is also extended to the following persons for their 

guidance, advice and assistance: 
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METHODS
 

The purpose of the architectural investigation was to examine 

buildings and structures of potential architectural significance 

that would likely be affected by proposed widening and relocation 

of Route 896 between Summit Bridge and State Route 4. The 

investigation was carried out through implementation of these 

steps: 

1.	 Preliminary data collection, through examination of 

historic maps, U.S.G.S. maps, previous surveys, 

published historical works, and files of the Delaware 

Bureau of Archaeology and Historic Preservation. 

2.	 Intensive field survey during which 11 properties 

were recorded on field inventory forms designed to 

collect basic physical data about each structure. 

3.	 Site-specific historical research, focusing primarily 

on potentially significant properties, to obtain 

addi tional information about their history. Deeds, 

wills, inventories and tax Ii sts were the principal 

sources consulted. 

4.	 Assembly of site-specific data on location, physical 

characteristics, and historical associations; prelim­

inary evaluations of significance. 

5.	 Review of survey data with DelDOT, FHWA, and BAHP. 

6.	 Preparation of Determination of Eligibili ty forms, 
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updated BARP. Cultural Resource Survey forms,. and a 

report summarizing the findings of the architectural 

investigation. 

HISTORICAL BACKGROUND 

The architectural resources examined in this study are 

si tuated on or near that portion of Delaware Route 896 between 

Howell School Road and County Road 408 in central Pencader 

Hundred, New Castle County (Figure 2). Pencader Hundred is 

located in the interior lowlands of Delaware's Atlantic Coastal 

Plain, just below the Piedmont uplands. The coastal plain is 

characterized by small e1evationa1 ranges over relatively flat 

terrain which is drained by shallow streams (Lothrop 1986: 4) . 

Permanent settlement of this area is associated with William 

Penn's 1701 grant of 30,000 acres south and west of Newark (in 

what are now Pencader Hundred and Cecil County, Maryland) to 

three Welsh immigrants, who in turn initiated the process of sub­

dividing the land and selling agricultural tracts to others 

(Scharf 1888:950). As was the case in much of New Castle County, 

the evolving agricultural economy was based on a system of mixed 

farming, in which were combined growing of grains (chiefly wheat, 

corn, barley and oats) wi th Ii vestock raising (Lothrop et a1. 

1986:18). Of these products, wheat in particular emerged early in 

-5­
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the 18th century as a highly marketable commodity, one that 

supported not only the region's farmers but also those who 

operated grist mills, for example, Thomas Cooch on the Christina 

River. 

The built environment associated with north-central New 

Castle County's developing 18th century agricultural economy was 

predominantly one of wooden (usually log) structures grouped on 

dispersed farmsteads. Situated in Delaware's "middle" vernacular 

building zone (which included most of New Castle County below the 

fall line and northern Kent County), this area would have 

displayed, in the forms and construction methods of its archi­

tecture, influences from regions to the north (in particular 

southeast Pennsylvania) as well as from more southerly locations 

including the eastern shores of Maryland and Virginia (see Herman 

1982:179-181). House forms would thus include single-pile hall, 

hall-parlor and (particularly toward the end of the 18th century) 

center passage plans, as well as the 3-room "double pile" plan 

variously associated with Quaker and Germanic settlement in the 

Delaware Valley region. Although log construction predominated, a 

few individuals in rural areas built in more durable materials, 

typically brick, employing the same general house forms but 

often with more attention to internal finishes. 

The principal north-south route through Pencader Hundred was 

variously known as the Newark Road or Glasgow Road (Figures 3,4, 

and 5). It extended from Newark via Cooch's Bridge, south to Buck 

Tavern in St. Georges Hundred, and was in existence from at least 

the mid-18th century (Lothrop et al. 1986:17). Two important 

-7­
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east-west roads were one from Christiana through Cooch's Bridge 

to the Elk River in Maryland, and from New Castle through the 

middle of Pencader Hundred to Frenchtown. In the early 19th 

century, both routes were developed as turnpikes, known as the 

Elkton-Christiana (completed 1817) and New Castle and Frenchtown 

(completed 1815) respectively. The intersection of the Newark 

Road and the latter turnpike (now U.S. Route 40) became the 

nucleus of a small crossroads community at which was located the 

Pencader Presbyterian Church, organized by 1710, for which land 

had been given in 1742 (Scharf 1888:955). The earliest known 

hotel at this location was established in 1791 by Mathew Aiken, 

from whom the hamlet derived its early name of Aikentown (Scharf 

1888:958; see also Heite 1976). By 1794, it was also known as 

Glasgow (NCC Tavern Petition, William Nelson, 1794). The hamlet 

functioned as a small service center for both the area's agri­

cultural population and travelers, with a hotel, store, 

blacksmith and wheelwright shops, and eventually, a post office 

(Scharf 1888:958; Beers 1868; Hopkins 1881) (Figure 6). In addi­

tion, after passage of Delaware's Free School Act in 1 B29, the 

school for District 56 was established near Five-Mile Run 

(presently known as Muddy Run) a short distance north of the 

Glasgow intersection. Another church, the First Methodist 

Episcopal, was buil t in the village in 1832 (Scharf 1888: 954, 

956) . 

Glasgow was destined to remain a hamlet, as important 19th 

century transportation developments passed it by. The Chesapeake 

-11­
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and Delaware Canal was completed across the state, passing near 

the southern border of Pencader Hundred, in 1829. In 1832, the 

New Castle and Frenchtown Railroad line was completed through 

Pencader Hundred, running roughly parallel to the turnpike of the 

same name, but it too, passed Glasgow by, although less than a 

mile to the south (Heite 1972). This line was discontinued in 

1851, and the nearest rail line became the Philadelphia, 

Wilmington and Baltimore, built in 1837 with stations at Porters 

and Kirkwood (originally St. Georges Station) to the east 

(Lothrop et ale 1986:17). 

As the 18th century came to a close, the agricultural economy 

of central New Castle County declined significantly, due pri­

marily to the existence of too many farms too small to be produc­

tive, and to farmi ng practices that overworked the soil wi thou t 

also incorporating "restorative actions" (Herman 1984:5). In the 

first two decades of the 19th century, a general population 

decline occurred in rural areas as inhabitants left the land that 

seemed no longer able to support them. As they left, however, 

those who remained quickly set about acquiring the farms of their 

former neighbors, thereby assembling large tracts which, to an 

increasing extent over the century, were placed in the hands of 

tenants to operate and maintain (Herman 1984:5>' At the same 

time, the organization of the New Castle County Agricultural 

Society in 1818 fostered improvements in agricultural practices, 

for example crop rotation and application of lime to depleted 

soils (Jicha and Cesna 1986). Finally, the major improvements in 

-13­



transportation represented by the canal and railroads offered 

greatly improved access to reg ional markets (Wilmington, 

Philadelphia, Baltimore) for the agricultural produce that flowed 

from agrarian reform. 

The middle decades of the 19th century were a period of 

rebuilding of both the agricultural economy and the agricultural 

landscape of north central Delaware. This rebuilding, which "left 

no farm untouched" (Herman 1984:5) included transformation of 

existing structures (where they were not completely removed) as 

well as erection of completely new structures, both domestic and 

agricultural. This period saw the introduction of the crib 

barn/granary and the bank barn (the latter already well 

established in the Piedmont region to the north) into the archi­

tectural vocabula ry of farm builders in the area. It al so saw 

increasing use of center-passage dwelling plans, and incor­

pora tion of speci f ic functions, such as cooking, wi thin houses, 

often by locating them in rear ells (Herman 1984:6; Herman 1987: 

146, 148, 206). The predominant form, however, remained the 1­

house, wi th its two stor ies, single-room depth, and side-gable 

orientation with interior gable-end chimneys. The reconstruction 

also extended to houses of tenant farm managers and laborers, as 

earlier log and frame "tenements" were replaced with new 

dwellings which could, particularly for managers, resemble those 

of a middl ing farm owner in si ze and finish (Herman 1987: 162) . 

Toward the end of the 19th century, competition from agri­

cultural areas of the midwest and plains troubled the agrarian 

economy of many areas of the northeast and mid-Atlantic regions. 

-14­



North central Delaware farmers responded wi th a shift toward 

diversification, with increasing emphasis on fruits and 

vegetables. In addition, the introduction of pasteurization and 

improved methods of refrigeration enabled a significant expansion 

of the dairy industry throughout northern Delaware (Passmore 

1978:41-2). Whereas in the Piedmont uplands this development was 

expressed, architecturally, by expansi~n of existing bank barns 

with large hay sheds (see Jicha and Cesna 1986), it was repre­

sented further south by the use of a "new" material (concrete) 

and erection of new barns, specifically for dairy activities, and 

remodeling of existing structures with concrete block ground 

stories and concrete floors. 

The landscape along the Newark Road remained agricul tural 

until the mid-20th century. In the 1930s, the New Castle and 

Frenchtown Pike was dualized, and Newark Road realigned to bypass 

Cooch's Bridge, but these developments did not materially alter 

the prevailing rural character of the area. In the 1960s, 

however, the increasing "suburbanization" of New Castle County 

was manifested in Pencader Hundred with the construction of the 

Dupont Corporation I s large plant and office complex north and 

east of Glasgow. The entire area of architectural investigation 

is now undergoing radical transformation as agricul tural lands 

are redeveloped for commercial, light industrial and intensive 

residential purposes. While a few farms remain, however tem­

porarily, under cultivation, the practice of agriculture as a way 

of life and a feature of the landscape along the Newark Road is 

to all intents and purposes at an end. 
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ARCHITECTURAL RESOURCES: DESCRIPTION AND EVALUATION
 

Each of the eleven properties surveyed for this project are 

discussed below. Each discussion includes an architectural 

description, historical information, and an evaluation according 

to National Register Criteria. The properties are discussed in 

order from south to north as shown on Figure 2. 

Bellvue Farmstead (N-3975) 

Description: The property known as Bellvue is located on the 

west side of Route 896, approximately 600 feet south of the 

896-Ho~ell School Road intersection. The property consists of the 

remains of an agricultural complex in which all buildings except 

a mobile home are uninhabited and unused, although in relatively 

good condition. The complex is sited on slightly elevated ground 

with a setback of over 600 feet from the highway, at the end of a 

ru t ted lane runni ng between fallow and cul ti va ted fields. The 

seven structures in the complex are a farmhouse, dai ry barn, 

granary, storage shed, barn converted to machine shed, and house 

trailer (Plate 1). 

The farmhouse (Plates 2 and 3) oriented perpendicular to 

Route 896 and facing south, exhi bi ts three rna jor cons true tion 

phases. Ea rl ies t (pr ior to 1792) is a 2-1/2 story, side-gable 

side-hall unit of painted Flemish bond brick on a high brick 

basement. The three-bay facade features 12/12 double hung sash in 

molded surrounds above thick timber sills. On the west side the 

-16­
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sash are 9/9, set within segmental-arched openings. The entrance, 

which has a five-light transom and molded surrounds, is sheltered 

by a wooden porch with square posts, flat roof, concrete floor, 

and applied trim. The standing-seam metal roof features an 

interior gable-end brick chimney on the west, and boxed eaves 

wi th cove molding. The north wall of the house may have once 

featured a pentroof, as is suggested by exposed floor joi sts 

within the rear addition. 

The second, mid-19th century phase of construction is repre­

sented by a large wood-frame double-pile unit buil t on to the 

east side of the brick section. The frame uni t is also 2-1/2 

stories, but as it lacks a basement the floor levels of the two 

sections do not correspond. The tarpaper-covered roof of the 

frame unit is flat over most of the structure, with short, 

shallow slopes on south and north sides. The east gable end is 

finished with a horizontal parapet or cornice. The unit is two 

bays wide (south elevation) and four bays deep, this depth 

corresponding to that of the brick section. Window treatment con­

sists of 6/6 double hung sash set in flat plank surrounds wi th 

narrow drip shelves, and, at attic level, horizontal "eyebrow" 

windows, of which those of the east side are double hung. An 

entrance, out of line with the windows above it, is located in 

the east elevation. 

The third, 1950s phase consists of a one-story unit with 

corrugated sheet metal roof extending across the north side of 

the house. One half of this unit is fully enclosed, while the 
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other functions as a porch wi th concrete slab floor and thin 

metal posts. 

The interior of the brick section is arranged wi th a side­

hall plan. The entry opens directly into the stair hall, which 

features a partially-enclosed staircase with winders, spindle 

balustrade, and square newel post with a flat, circular cap. The 

existing double-pile room arrangement on the west side of the 

hall is not original, but rather the result of partitioning what 

had at one time been a single large room extending from front to 

rear, as evidenced by the wall now bisecting the filled-in 

fireplace centered in the west wall (Plate 4). (The same holds 

for the second floor, where the fireplace is now in closet space 

created by a pair of partitions.) First floor woodwork in this 

section includes simply but strongly molded door and window 

surrounds, narrow baseboards largely obscured by metal heating 

units, and relatively wide, low, 6 panel-doors with box locks and 

brass or ceramic knobs. In the rear parlor, the window sills 

extend nearly to the floor and are fashioned as narrow window 

seats with paneled backs. A portion of original finish in the 

hall is preserved within a pantry created below the stairs when 

the stairs were enclosed in the 1950s. 

The main floor of the frame unit contains two large rooms 

connected by a very wide doorway fitted with four-panel double 

folding doors. Each room features a fireplace, neither of which 

have mantels or are functional. The woodwork is of a simplified 

Greek Revival type in which the tops of the window and door 
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PLATE 4: Bellvue Farmstead, Partitioned Mantel on First Floor of Brick Section 
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surrounds, edged wi th a thick half-round molding, are shaped as 

very shallow triangular pediments (Plate 5). This same treatment, 

less the molded edge, is repeated on the second floor, which con­

tains two bedrooms with filled-in chimney flues. 

The inter ior of the mid-20th century frame extension at the 

rear contains a kitchen and laundry/storage room. It has no 

distinctive features. 

The agricultural buildings (Plates 6, 7 and 8) are located 

southwest of the farmhouse. Largest is a gambrel-roofed dairy 

barn constructed of concrete block wi th vertical plank siding on 

the loft level. Nearby to the south is a one-room wood frame 

structure wi th gable roof, vertical plank siding and six-light 

fixed sash windows. Beyond this structure is a frame barn wi th 

corrugated sheet metal gable roof and vertical plank siding. 

Three vehicular bays have been cut into the south side for machi­

nery storage. A machine shed of concrete block construction, open 

on the south side, is attached to the west end of this barn. rrhe 

corncrib, a large gable-roofed structure the vertical boarding of 

which is slightly spaced for ventilation, is the southE~rnmost 

structure in the complex. 

Historical Discussion: The property known as Bellvue was 

or ig inally identif ied in a survey of Pencader Hundred conducted 

through the New Castle County Department of Planning, and was 

subsequently included in a draft National Register nomi.nation 

prepared by that agency entitled "Historic Resources of Pencader 

Hundred." The history of this property has been traced through 
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1792, when the then owner, David Howell, died, leaving four minor 

orphan children, David, Oliver, Thomas and Samuel. An inspection 

conducted for the Chancery Court the following year included men­

tion of a "two story brick house" that it may be assumed referred 

to the masonry portion of the dwelling present on the farmstead 

today (New Castle County (hereafter cited as NCC") Record of 

Chancery, Orphans Court, Gl/344; HI/52). 

Although the transactions have not been identified, the farm 

was in possession of one of David Howell's sons, Oliver, at the 

time of the latter's death in 1814. Oliver Howell bequeathed all 

his real estate to his wi fe, Eleanor. Eleanor Howell died in 

1823, leaving the property to her two children by her first 

marriage, Daniel Thomas and Elizabeth Thomas Boulden, as tenants 

in common (NCC Wills, Rl/123; Rl/496). 

In 1826, Daniel Thomas sold his interest in the property to 

Na thaniel Boulden, his si ster Eli zabeth 's husband (NCC Deeds, 

04/391). Subsequently, Elizabeth died, leaving to Nathaniel her 

half interest in the farm (NCC Deeds I5/22l). In 1842, Nathaniel 

Boulden sold his interest in the farm to Curtis B. Ellison, then 

of St. Georges Hundred, with the understanding that as Elizabeth 

Boulden's children (Eleanor, Nathan, and Jessie) reached their 

majority they would also convey their interests in the property 

to Ellison (NCC Deeds, I5/22l; 15/224/U5/30). 

Curtis Ellison was thus by 1847 full owner of the former 

Bowell farm, which he named Bellvue (Beers 1868) and upon which 

he resided until his death in 1886 (NCC Wills 1/2/444). Erection 
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of the frame portion of the farmhouse is reasonably attributed to 

Curtis Ellison, as the Greek Revival stylistic elements suggests 

a mid-19th century construction date. 

In 1895, following the death of Ellison's wife, Margaret, the 

Bellvue farm passed to four of their nine children, Lorena, 

Julia, Anna and Eliza (NCC Wills, 12444: Public Sale T16/242). 

Through the subsequent deaths of Lorena, Anna and Elizabeth, 

Julia eventually acquired sole ownership of Bellvue, which she 

bequeathed to her nephew, Eugene Ellison Paxon, at her death in 

1939 (NCC Will s N6/2 56). The farm remained in the family until 

Paxon's widow sold it to Benjamin and Bertha Johnson in 1950 (NCC 

Deeds U49/273). 

Evaluation: The property known as Bellvue is locally signifi­

cant under National Register Criterion C. The original portion of 

the farmhouse, which although altered in a variety of ways over 

the past two centuries, still retains distinctive features 

associated with the vernacular adaptation of the mid-18th century 

Georg ian house type, the adaptation here being the "two-thi rds n 

variation wi th side hall, double-pile plan. This form of the 

Georgian plan is most commonly associated with urban townhouse 

construction beginning in the later 18th century, but WaS not 

infrequently translated to rural settings in the lower Delaware 

Valley region (Glassie 1972:37-38). The Bellvue farmhouse is also 

among the relati vely limi ted number of 18th century dwellings 

known to survive in lower New Castle County, as most of the more 

numerous log or frame dwellings from that period are no longer 
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extant, many having been removed during the "rebuilding" of the 

area that begin toward the middle of the 19th century (Herman 

1984:5). Thus, while not typical of 18th century rural domestic 

architecture in the region as a whole, the house may be said to 

illustrate one of the types employed by those of relatively 

substantial means at the time. 

The frame section, construction of which is estimated to have 

occurred ca. 1840-50 under the ownership of curtis Ellison, 

retains several features associated with the Greek Revival, most 

obviously the treatment of the interior window and door 

surrounds, and the insertion of "eyebrow" windows to illuminate 

the attic level. Construction of this section resulted in a full 

Georgian first floor plan, despite the difference in floor levels 

and the removal of the partition wall between what had been orig­

inally two rooms on the west side of the stairhall. The brick 

section was originally built with a double-pile arrangement, in 

which the original front and back rooms shared a common gable end 

chimney stack, with corner fireplaces "back to back", that were 

rebuilt at the time the two rooms were combined into one. 

(Another documented example of this kind of alteration is the 

Samuel Townsend House, near Townsend (Herman 1982:186-7).) The 

treatment of the frame unit's east gable, if original, may 

reflect the influence of the Italianate style in its attempt to 

emulate the rectilinear, boxy massing often characteristic of 

that style (see for example Hedgelawn, in Clark 1984:30-32). From 
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an aesthetic view, the frame addition is awkwardly done, and as a 

previous survey has noted, gives the house a disjointed character 

(Historic Resources of Pencader Hundred, n.d.). Nonetheless, it 

is integral to the evolutionary history of the house, chronologi­

cally associated with the mid-19th century -rebuilding" of rural 

northern Delaware that transformed existing structures as well as 

fostering construction of many new houses and farm buildings. 

The outbuildings on the farmstead, while not of individual 

significance, contribute to the importance of the property. 

Erected well after Ellison's expansion of the house, they reflect 

the growth of the dairy industry in northern and central Delaware 

that occurred in the late 19th and early 20th centuries. As 

such, they extend the continuum of agricultural life and liveli­

hood still visible on this farmstead from its late colonial ori­

gins to early modern times. 

DeShane-Paxon House (N-

Description: The DeShane-Paxon House is located on the east 

side of Route 896, some 800 feet north of the intersection with 

Howell School Road. The house is set back approximately 350 feet 

from the roadway, and 200 feet behind a ranch house in which the 

property owner resides. The surroundings in the immediate area 

consists largely of fallow and cultivated fields. The house yard 

proper is scattered with remains of collapsed wooden sheds, old 

automobiles and scrap metal. 

The house consists of a 2-1/2 story side-gable single-pile 

main block with a two story rear ell (Plates 9 and 10). The house 
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PLATE 9: DeShane - Paxon House, View Looking Southeast 
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PLATE 10: DeShane - Paxon House, View Looking West 
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is of wood frame construction, clad in gray-tan artificial 

shingling, on a raised masonry foundation coated with concrete. 

Tall brick chimneys wi th corbelled caps are located wi thin the 

gable ends of the main block. The roof is covered wi th com­

position shingles, and on the main block has molded cornices with 

partial returns. 

The facade is divided into five bays. The fenestration is 

slightly asymmetrical, suggesting either that the center bay was 

reposi tioned or that the existing main block is the product of 

more than one building episode. Windows in the facade have 2/2 

double hung sash in narrow molded surrounds, as do those in the 

two-bay side elevations. Several 6/6 windows are present in the 

ell, the floor levels of which do not correspond to those of the 

main block. 

On the front, the center three bays of the first floor, 

including the front entry, are hidden within a shed-roofed porch 

enclosed with plywood. A second shed-roofed porch, semi-enclosed 

with plywood and tarpaper, shelters the kitchen entrance located 

in the south wall to the ell. The interior was not accessible 

during this survey, as the tenant occupants were not at home on 

several attempts. 

Historical Discussion: The history of this property has been 

traced to 1847, when a lOO-acre farm from the estate of Thomas 

McMullen (who died in 1832) was sold at a Sheriff I s sale to 

Charles Boulden, then of New Castle Hundred. The deed for this 

transaction includes a notation that at that time the farm 
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included three dwelling houses and a stable (NCC Deeds U5/490). 

The following year, Charles Boulden (then of Pencader Hundred) 

sold 95 acres of this tract to William DeShane (NCC Deeds 

X5/330). William DeShane is listed in the 1850 agricultural cen­

sus of Pencader Hundred as owning 180 acres in the Hundred (of 

which the 95-acre farm was presumably a part) but does not appear 

in the 1860 census. In 1867, William DeShane sold the 95 acre 

farm to Merrit Paxon, who took a $3,150 mortgage with the former 

payable in three years (NCC Deeds L8/79; NCC Mortgage, M2/99). 

Paxon is listed in the 1860 agricultural census as owning 400 

acres (380 improved, 20 unimproved) in Pencader Hundred. Beers' 

1868 atlas suggests that, with the acquisition of the 95 acre 

farm from DeShane, Paxon held most of the land fronting on the 

east side of Route 896 from Howell School Road to Porter Road, 

as well as several tracts, including "Wheatland Farm" , near St. 

Georges Station (Kirkwood). In 1880, however, the 95-acre DeShane 

farm was sold at a Sheriff's sale to satisfy a $1,344 debt Paxon 

still owed to William DeShane (NCC Deeds RIl/27B). The purchaser 

was Benjamin R. Ustick, who in 1883 sold the farm to Robert D. 

Moss (NCC Deeds Q12/542), who in turn sold it to George W. Price 

of Middletown (NCC Deeds R12/l3l). The following year (1884) the 

farm, plus 1-3/4 acres at the southeast corner of Route 896 and 

Bowell School Road, was sold to Levin Catts of Pencader Hundred 

(NCC Deeds C13/44). By 1889, Catts had sold a small piece of land 

to the Commissioners of School District '57, presumably at the 

corner where the altered remains of School '57 still stand (NCC 
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Deeds 014/578). The rest of the tract remained in the Catts 

family into the 20th century. 

The earliest published map illustrating a structure at this 

location is Beers' 1868 atlas, on which it is shown as the 

southernmost of three structures on the east side of Route 896 

between Porter and Bowell School Roads on land owned by Merrit H. 

Paxon. The general form and proportions of the house as it now 

exists are consistent wi th a mid-19th century building phase. 

However, the possibility that the house achieved this character 

through more than one construction episode is suggested by the 

asymmetrical fenestration of the facade and the difference in 

floor levels between the main block and ell. It is therefore 

possible that a portion of this house may have been present at an 

earlier 19th century date, perhaps as one of the three "dwelling 

houses" located on the tract at the time it was sold to Charles 

Boulden in 1847. Construction resulting in the present con­

figuration may be ascribed either to William DeShane, who owned 

the "farm from 1850 to 1867, or to Merrit Paxon, owner from 1867 

to 1880. Whether either DeShane or Paxon actually resided in the 

house is open to question. De Shane appears in the 1850 agri­

cultural census but not in the 1860 agricultural census, though 

he still owned the farm in the latter year. Paxon is listed in 

the 1860 and 1880 agricultural censuses. The enumeration of the 

latter is dated June 24, 1880 with Paxon listed as an "owner", 

but as of June 3 he had not held title to the 95 acre farm (the 

deed was recorded that day). It is thus possible that Paxon 
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resided in the brick house to the north, which he owned from at 

least 1868 to about 1881, or elsewhere in Pencader Hundred. (The 

Baist map of 1893 may be incorrect with regard to Paxon; first, 

Paxon died in 1886; secondly, the deed by which George Price con­

veyed the 95 acres to Levin Catts in 1884 indicates that Paxon's 

land north of this farm had been conveyed to R.T. Cann.) 

Therefore, it appears likely that the house on the 95-acre farm 

may have been constructed and subsequently used primarily by 

tenant -farm managers· through most of its 19th century history. 

Evaluation: The DeShane-Paxon house, which appears to have 

achieved its present form and character by the third quarter of 

the 19th century, is an example of the I-house with ell form that 

has been identified as characteristic of rural domestic architec­

ture in north-central Delaware, including Pencader Hundred, in 

the decades just prior to and after the Civil War. However, the 

house has experienced obvious exterior alterations, notably 

application of artificial siding and construction of an enclosed 

porch across a portion of the facade. It is therefore argued 

that the house does not retain sufficient integrity of form, 

materials and basic exterior architectural features to qualify 

for the National Register under Criterion C. 

Roger Williams (Charles Boulden) Bouse (N-3986) 

Description: The Roger Williams house is the principal 

structure in a small agricultural complex lying on the east side 

of Route 896 approximately 3,000 feet north of Howell School 

Road. The house, oriented perpendicular to the road and facing 
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south, is sited over 100 feet from the roadway on a lot slightly 

elevated above the road and an adjacent drainage ditch. The out­

buildings extend some 200 feet east of the house and are arranged 

in a rough quadrangle open on the west end. The house yard area 

includes several mature shade trees and a row of ornamental 

shrubbery along the north and east edges. The complex is 

surrounded on north, east and south by fallow and cul tivated 

fields (Plate 11). 

The house is a two-story side-gable single-pile structure 

buil t of seven course common bond brick on a low br ick foun­

dation (Plates 12 and 13). One brick chimney is extant within the 

wall of the west gable end; a similar chimney at the east gable 

end has been removed. The roof is covered with composition 

shingling, with gable-end eaves flush with the exterior wall pla­

nes. On the north and south elevations, a narrow line of cor­

belling constitutes a modest frieze. 

The south (main) elevation is irregularly fenestrated wi th 

four bays (the main entry and three 9/6 double hung sash windows) 

on the first story and three bays (with 6/6 double hung sash win­

dows> symmetrically ar ranged at the second story. The fenes tra­

tion on the north elevation appears to have originally been 

symmetrical with three openings at each story. However, the 

center openings on both stories have been filled in and replaced 

with a rear entry (not used> and a small single-sash window, both 

set slightly to the east of the original openings. The west gable 

end features two windows on the first story, one on the second, 
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and two square fitted sash windows at attic level. Similar attic 

windows are present in the east gable, below which is a shadow 

remaining from a gable-roofed uni t removed and replaced wi th a 

shed-roofed aluminum clad kitchen wing on a concrete block foun­

dation (however, an earlier exterior bulkhead entrance to the 

cellar below this wing has been retained). 

A screened porch wi th wooden floor and flat roof extends 

across the facade. The main entry features a six panel door with 

a three-light transom set in the plane of the inner wall surface, 

framed with a strongly molded surround. The exterior wall within 

the porch has been stuccoed and whitewashed. 

The 1979 eRS form for this property and the draft National 

Register nomination for Historic Resources in Pencader Hundred 

report that the interior of the house includes an original 

kitchen corner cupboard, an enclosed winding stair in the central 

hall and chairrails in hall and living room. 

There are three outbuildings associated wi th the property. 

Largest is a timber framed crib barn or granary with vertical 

plank siding on the ground level and horizontal weatherboarding 

at loft level, covered with a standing seam metal front-gable 

roof (Plate 14). To the east is a long one-story wagon shed or 

s table wi th veJ:'tical plank siding, si x-ligh t fixed sash windows 

and side gable standing seam metal roof wi th projecting rafter 

ends. Almost directly opposite this structure is a machine shed 

of similar form, partially open on the south side. The fourth 

building, oriented perpendicular to the others at the east end of 
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the complex, is a large front-gable shed clad in corrugated sheet 

metal. The extent to which these structures are now used for 

agricultural purposes appears to be limited. 

Historical Discussion: Lack of an instrument by which this 

property can be connected wi th its present owner has limi ted 

historical research on this house. However, the house is ten­

tatively ascribed to Roger Williams, ·yeoman~ of Pencader Hundred 

who died intestate in 1810, leaving 230 acres of farm and 

woodland on the east side of Route 896 (NCC Orphans' Court 

Records, U. of Del. Microfilm '3087, Reel 119, Inventory 23 Aug. 

1810). Williams' estate was not settled until 1825, when the 230 

acres were divided into two tracts, one of which, of 93 acres, 

fronted on Route 896 and contained at least one dwelling (NCC 

Orphans' Court Records, Ml/88: Ml/153-54; Ml/3l3). This tract was 

awarded to Abel Williams, eldest surviving son of Roger Williams, 

who sUbsequently sold it to William Brown and moved to Ohio (NCC 

Deeds L4/l79). The tract by 1830 had come into the possession of 

Thomas McMullen, through a Sheriff's sale out of Brown's estate 

(Brown died within a year after acquiring the property) (NCC Deeds 

D4/422: L4/225; L4/l79). McMullen died in 1832, but his estate 

appears to have remained unsettled into the l840s (NCC Wills 

Sl/540). In 1847 the former Williams tract was sold at a 

Sheriff's sale to Charles Boulden (who is also shown as owner on 

Rea and Price (1849) and Lake and Beers (1860). By 1868 the land 

and house were in possession of Merrit Paxon, who owned several 

large tracts in Pencader Hundred during the period ca. 1865-1885, 
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including Wheatland Farm outside of St. Georges Station 

(Kirkwood) (Beers 1868) .• Paxon died in 1886, and this property, 

as well as Wheatland Farm, came into the ownership of Richard T. 

Cann, who also had inherited large family tracts north of Porter 

Road (Baist 1893). 

~aluation: The Roger Williams house is evaluated as signifi­

cant under Criterion C as a noteworthy example of vernacular 

domestic architecture from the late l8th- early 19th century 

period of north-central Delaware's rural history. It is a clear 

example of the I-house form that dominates the archi tectural 

history of the area, appearing to date from the period that pre­

ceded the major rebuilding of the agricultural economy and rural 

environment in the middle decades of the 19th century. Lacking 

qualities of formal or popular style that were increasingly 

applied to the I-house during the 19th century, the Williams 

house instead conveys a more "folk" tradition in its essentially 

hall-parlor plan and linear composition. The three-over-four 

treatment of the facade is an apparent localism that enhances the 

importance of the house as an artifact of past building tradi­

tions in Pencader Hundred (a similar facade, but with two front 

entries, is found on the Cann farmhouse a short distance to the 

north (see below». Alterations, such as loss of the original 

east wing and end chimney, addition of the porch, and changes to 

the rear fenestration, have affected the integrity of the house 

to a certain extent. However, the or ig inal design intent and 

character of the house remains readily appreciable, and the house 
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is appropriately recognized as an important artifact of the 

region's rural architectural history. 

The outbuildings, representing the remains of later 19th cen­

tury agricultural activity on the property, are considered 

contributing elements, with the granary a good representative of 

its type. 

Cann Farmstead (N-3977) 

Description: The Cann farmstead occupies an area lying west 

of Route 896 and north of the New Castle and Frenchtown Railroad 

right-of-way. The agricultural complex includes a dwelling 

located near the railroad right-of-way, plus fifteen outbuildings 

lying northwest and north of the house. The house is set off from 

the outbuildings by unpaved lanes that enclosed the house yard, 

which is further defined by fencing and concentration of large 

coniferous trees on the north side (Plate 15). 

The farmhouse, which was largely completed prior to 1835, is 

composed of three side-gable single-pile units arranged in linear 

fashion and oriented to face south (Plates 16 and 17). The 

largest unit, on the east end, is a two-story stuccoed brick 

block with hall-parlor plan and rectangular brick chimneys rising 

out of each gable end wall. The front and rear elevations are 

irregularly fenestrated, with four symmetically arranged openings 

on the first story and three on the second. In the two center 

bays of the facade are entrances framed with paneled reveals and 

beaded surrounds, opening directly into the "hall" and "parlor". 

At the southwest corner is an exterior bulkhead entry to the 
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cellar, which is completely below grade. Across the facade is a 

hipped roofed porch on a concrete slab with wooden Tuscan Doric 

columns. 

The middle unit, also of stuccoed brick, is also two stories 

high, but with floor levels slightly below those of the eastern­

most unit. This middle section is two bays wide, with an exterior 

entrance, and contains one original room on each floor. The depth 

of this section has been increased through a two-story frame 

extension on the rear which contains a passage and stair. The 

third, wes ternmos t, sec tion of the house is two stor ies high, 

and, although two bays wide, is wider than the middle section. It 

is of timber frame construction wi th scalloped synthetic wall 

shingling, and roof extended as a "ca tslide" to just above the 

first floor windows on the north side. The roofs of all three 

sections have been recently recovered with composition shingles, 

and earlier window sash replaced with 1/1 sash. 

The interior is arranged, as the exterior suggests, as a 

series of rooms opening directly into one another, rather than 

oriented around a center passage. The house retains a variety of 

noteworthy interior features, including an enclosed winding stair 

beside the easternmost chimney, a Federal-style mantelpiece in 

the first floor room of the central section, deep window reveals 

with simple moldings, and wide paneled doors with box locks 

(Plates 18 and 19). The first floor fireplaces in the east 

section have been remodeled ln the 20th century with brick 

mantelpieces, and are now no longer functional. The kitchen area 
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PLATE 19: Cann Farmstead. Woodwork on Second Floor, East Section 
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in the west section has been moved to the rear (north) in order 

to accommodate an enclosed porch wi thin the south wall plane. 

Al terations of these kinds, however do not diminish the high 

level of physical integrity that characterizes this dwelling 

overall. 

The outbuildings of the Cann farmstead are arranged in 

rectilinear fashion extending north and west of the house. Many 

of these wood frame structures appear to date from the last 

quarter of the 19th century, in several instances with early 20th 

century alterations consistent with the property's evolution as a 

diary farm. Located directly northwest of the house are a garage 

with lean-to side extensions, a privy, poultry house and a large 

gable-roofed crib barn with a very low earthen ramp leading to a 

gable-end entrance (Plates 20 and 21). North of the farm lane 

running west from the road to the fields are a hog house, several 

small corncribs, a six-bay machine shed and another poultry shed 

(Plate 22). Northernmost in the complex are two large barns set 

perpendicular to one another and connected by a corrugated metal 

shed in a L-shaped arrangement (Plates 23 and 24). Both appear to 

have been originally built as all-timber structures, altered in 

the 20th century through reconstruction of the ground levels in 

concrete block for dairy purposes. One barn has been clad in 

asbestos shingling on three sides, while the other retains 

vertical plank siding on the upper levels of all four walls. The 

former barn has a concrete floor and pipe stanchions for milking. 

The ground level of the latter barn is divided into a series of 

animal pens. 
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rrhe property is no longer a "working" farm, although the 

current, non-resident owner appears to keep the surrounding 

acreage under cUltivation. 

Historical Discussion: The history of the Cann farmstead has 

been traced to 1835-6, when the estate of William Cann was sur­

veyed by order of the Orphans' Court and partitioned among Cann's 

heirs. At the time of his death, Cann owned three lots linear" 

Glasgow, plus six farm tracts in Pencader Hundred totalling 690 

acres (NCC Orphans Court Records, Ql/94). Pursuant to the par­

tition, the land was resurveyed to create tracts of approximately 

equal value (NCC orphan's Court Records, Ql/I04-7). To William 

Cann's widow, Ann, went one tract of 36 acres, wi th two br ick 

dwellings, in the northwest corner of the Newark Road/railroad 

intersection, plus another tract of 113 acres with a dwelling on 

the opposite side of the road. The southeast quadrant of this 

intersection contained the Cann "mansion farm," which according 

to the valuation contained an "old house" of frame and log 

construction, plus two log tenements. From the map of the par­

ti tion, it is shown that the two br ick sections of the Cann 

farmhouse were present at the time it was granted to Ann Cann as 

the widow's life interest in her husband's estate. 

Following the parti tion, Ann Cann released her right in the 

land to her oldest son, James, who had been assigned the "mansion 

farm" (NCC Deeds 010/170). After her death, the dower tracts 

descended to her three sons, James, Richard T. and Thomas M. 
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Cann, and to Andrew Eliason by right of his wife, Lydia Ann Cann. 

The latter three subsequently released their rights in the pro­

perty to James Cann, but in 1872 James conveyed the dower tracts 

to his brother Richard T. Cann, then of Red Lion (NCC Deeds 

010/170). Richard Cann left the farm to Thomas A•. Cann at his 

death in 1907, and the latter conveyed the farm to Walter E. Cann 

in 1932. The farm was sold out of the family by Walter Cann in 

1947. 

Evaluation: The Cann farmstead is significant under National 

Register Criterion C. The farmhouse is an outstanding example of 

vernacular domestic architecture in Pencader Hundred. Its 

adherence to traditional, pre-Georgian, norms is .clearly 

illustrated by the linear massing of units, the direct connection 

of one room to another, and the provision of an exterior access 

for each first floor room. As such, the house is an importan t 

structural artifact of building traditions that beginning in the 

late 18th century were swiftly abandoned by builders of even 

modest dwellings, in favor of the formalized Georgian arrangement 

of rooms around a center passage (see Glassie 1972). The east 

section combines the four-bay facade with centered pair of 

entries associated with the Pennsylvania German house type (cf. 

Glassie 1972: 41-42), wi th a three-bay treatment of the second 

story. This results in a peculiarly local facade treatment that 

is found in at least one other nearby instance (although with 

only one entrance): the Roger Williams (Charles Boulden) house a 

short distance to the south. Retention of early interior features 
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(winding stair, woodwork, Federal mantelpiece) also contribute to 

the importance of this dwelling in the architectural history of 

the area. 

The ag ricul tural and domestic outbuilding may be considered 

contributing elements, as they represent the continuing viability 

of the property as an agricultural unit through the 19th and 20th 

centuries. The crib barn, with its gable-end entry and low 

earthen ramp, in a good example of this particular building type. 

Conversion of 19th century multipurpose barns to the specilized 

requirements of "modern" dairying is a prominent theme in this 

area's agricultural history, one well illustrated by the two 

large barns extant within the complex. Retention of a variety of 

other structures further enhances the ability of this property to 

convey a sense of time and place. 

Early 20th Century House (N-3980) 

Description: This house is located on the east side of Route 

896, almost directly opposi te an entrance to the Peoples Mall, 

and directly north of the Summit Bridge Trailer Park, in Glasgow. 

The house is situated on a narrow, deep lot, with a frontage of 

approximately 15 feet back from the roadway, from which it is 

partly obscured by a stand of shrubbery. 

The house is a wood frame structure clad in red aluminum 

siding (Plate 25). The original block is a two-story, side-gable 

single-pile I-house on a rubble fieldstone foundation, to which 

has been added a noticeably large, two-story gable-roofed rear 

unit with slightly raised concrete basement. A shed-roofed one­
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PLATE 25: Early 20th Century Frame House on Route 896, View Looking Northeast 
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room unit has been built across the original three-bay facade, 

and the main entrance is now located at the south end of this 

feature. All windows have 1/1 double hung sash, those of the ori­

ginal block retaining flat plank surrounds with drip shelves. A 

single brick chimney is located on the roof ridge toward the 

south gable end. 

Historical Discussion: This house is tentatively dated to 

after 1893, based upon extrapolation from historic maps. None of 

these maps (see Beers 1868, Haist 1893) show a structure at this 

location. This date is consistent with what can be discerned of 

the original block, which in scale, shape and proportions 

resembles Clarksda le Tenan t House No. 2 (see di scuss ion of th is 

property below). 

Eval ua tion: Thi shouse is eval ua ted as not el ig i ble for the 

Na tiona 1 Reg is ter due to lack of a rchi tee tu ral impo r tance and 

loss of integrity. The I-house form, in which the house was ori­

ginally conceived and built, is of recognized importance in the 

architectural history of the Delaware Valley culture region and 

by extension north-central Delaware. However, the existing struc­

ture does not display characteristics that distinguish it from 

other examples of its kind, and has been compromised by the scale 

of the rear addition, the application of aluminum siding, and the 

reconstruction of what was likely an original front porch. 

Evan Lynch House (N-3979) 

!2.~~~£.!..2..tioQ.: The Evan Lynch house is locat(~d on the east side 

of Route 896 approximately 450 feet south of the intersection of 
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896 and westbound u.s. 40. It is sited close to the roadway on a 

narrow lot. To the north is a gas/service station, to the east a 

scrapyard and trailer park, and to the south scat tered residen­

ces. 

The house is a wood frame structure, clad with wide aluminum 

siding over asbestos shingling (Plates 26 and 27). It is set 

nearly at-grade without a basement, supported on concrete block 

footings along the north side and rear. The massing consists of a 

two-story side-gable single-pile main block with a one-story 

gabled rear ell which has been expanded wi th a second one-room 

unit on the east end. The roof of the main block is clad in com­

position shingling, while that of the ell retains wood shingles. 

Both have narrow eaves which at the gables are flush wi th the 

wall plane. 

The facade of the house is arranged with two windows at each 

story and an off-center entry sheltered beneath a metal awning. 

Each of the side walls has one centered first floor window and a 

small window for attic illumination. Most window openings are 

fitted with 6/6 wooden double hung sash in flat plank surrounds 

wi th dr i p shel ves. A shor t br ick chimney wi th corbelled cap i.3 

se t on the ma in roof ridge sl igh tly to the south of cen te r. A. 

second chimney is located towar-d the gable end of the ki tchen 

ell. A. shed-roofed por-ch with square wood posts and plank floor 

i.s loca ted in the ang le formed by the rna in block and ell. No 

interior infor-mation is available due to occupant's refusal to 

permit access. 
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Historical Di scussion: Based on extrapola tion from histor ic 

maps, the house corresponds to one of two structures present at 

this location in IB6B under the occupation of N. Adams. 

Subsequent maps and area directories associate the property with 

Evan W. Lynch, who was listed in the directories for 1875 and 

IBBB as Glasgow's shoemaker. 

Evaluation: Although somewhat dilapidated, and altered by 

application of artificial siding, the Lynch house is one of the 

few remaining wood frame structures associated wi th Glasgow IS 

19th century history as a crossroads hamlet. Al though lacking 

clear architectural importance, the house may be interpreted as a 

structural artifact of Glasgow's past, and is in particular asso­

ciated with the row of "artisan entrepreneurs" who in the later 

19th century plied their trades from dwellings and shops situated 

on the east side of the Newark Road below the New Castle and 

Frenchtown Turnpike. Historic maps of Glasgow (Beers 1868, 

Hopkins 18Bl, Baist IB93) indicate that most occupants of thi3 

" row" were blacksmi ths and wheelwr igh ts, for examplE~ John 

Thorn ton and Geocge Biggs (see Figure 6). Of these, only the 

Lynch house remains to represent the work of artisans and 

craftsmen who, with hoteliers and merchants, contributed to the 

viability of Glasgow from its late IBth century beginning as a 

tavern stop. As such, the Lynch house may be interpreted as 

locally significant under National Register Criterion A, for its 

functional association with this long-lived Pencader Hundred 

crossroads community. 
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The Hermitage (N-3990) 

Description: The property known as the Hermitage is an agri­

cultural complex of over 40 buildings situated on the north side 

of U.S. Route 40 east of Pencader Cemetery in Glasgow (Plate 28). 

Cultivated fields lie adjacent to the farmstead on the east and 

west. Some 250 feet to the north of the farmstead is a large 

office complex associated with the DuPont Glasgow Plant, which 

corporation has since 1966 been the owner and operator of the 

farmstead. 

The core of the farmstead is si ted approximately 450 feet 

back from the highway, approached by a long unpaved dr i ve lined 

with oature coniferous and deciduous trees. The drive forks 

directly in front of the farmhouse, and the fork is marked with a 

pair of mature holly trees. 

The farmhouse, built in the second quarter of the 19th cen­

tury, is the oldest structure in the complex. Directly west of 

this house are two tenant houses appearing to date from the late 

19th and early 20th centuries. The principal agricultural out­

buildings are located in two ranges consisting chiefly of dairy 

barns and associated structures lying north and northeast of the 

farmhouse. Northwest of the farmhouse, are two parallel ranges 

of machine sheds and other structures, many of which have been 

erected under DuPont or moved by the corporation from other pro­

perties in its possession. The current function of the complex as 

a whole is to farm the undeveloped tracts owned by Dupont and to 

provide maintenance for the expansive grounds of the cor­

poration's Glasgow Plant. 
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The farmhouse is constructed of br ick, clad wi th roughcast 

stucco and painted yellow, on a full, slightly raised brick base­

ment (Plates 29 and 30). The massing consists of a 2-1/2 story, 

side gable single-pile main block wi th a full-height projecting 

rectangular pavilion at center rear and a two-story gabled roofed 

ell to which has been added a one-story slant-roofed frame 

kitchen unit. The standing-seam metal roofs have molded cornices 

with partial returns. Stuccoed brick chimney stacks are located 

within each gable end. 

The farmhouse facade is symmetrically divided into three bays 

with center entrance and small "eyebrow" windows at attic level. 

Window openings have wood lintels and sills; the lintels on the 

facade feature square, unmolded corner blocks. In addition, 

facade windows have shutters on the first story, and louvered 

shut ters on the second and at tic stor ies. Most windows in the 

br ick portions are £ i tted wi th 6/6 wooden double hung sash. The 

main entrance has a paneled door set within a broad, flat 

surround. A wooden veranda with Tuscan Doric columns is built 

across the west and south elevations, extended as a porte-cochere 

off the east side. The entire west side of the porch has been 

fully enclosed, but the original columns remain. 

The inter ior of the main block is arranged according to the 

Georgian I-house plan, with a single room to either side of a 

wide stairhall. On the main floor, however, the east wall of the 

stairhall has been completely removed, and the brick bearing wall 
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on the second floor is now supported on a large boxed and paneled 

beam. The mantel of the fireplace on the east wall is five feet 

high, made of flat, unmolded wooden members and ornamented only 

by two stylized scroll brackets beneath the mantel shelf. The 

fireplace opening has been largely filled in and faced with 2" x 

2" terra cotta tiles. Similar treatment has been accorded the 

dining room fireplace on the west gable end wall, which is 

smaller than that of the parlor and has a simple mantel wi th 

applied flat molding strips. other interior woodwork found on 

both floors includes 6-inch molded baseboards, wide molded window 

and doorway surrounds wi th bull-eye corner blocks, and a broad 

open staircase with slender turned newel posts and spindle 

balusters (Plates 31 and 32). The attic level is fully finished 

as a series of small, simply-appointed rooms. 

Of the rear extensions, the gable-roofed ell has been comple­

tely remodeled as a recreation room and the kitchen relocated to 

the frame section on the east. The original purpose of the rec­

tangular pavilion at the center rear of the main block is not 

entirely clear; it contains a single room on each floor, the 

upper two fitted out as bathrooms. 

A.s mentioned above, the nUml~rOL1S outbuildings on the 

farmstead are for the most part organized in linear ranges, each 

range distinguished to a greater or lesser degree by an iden­

tifiable period of construction and/or function. Directly west of 

the farmhouse is a short range consisting of two tenant 

dwellings. The westernmost is a turn-of-the-century, 2-1/2 story 
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PLATE 31: The Hermitage, John Frazer House, Doorway and Portion of Stair, Second Floor 
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PLATE 32: The Hermitage, John Frazer House, Fireplace and Mantel, Second Floor West 
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frame house on a high cast concrete block foundation, massed as 

front gable unit with full-height wing to the west and clad with 

artificial shingles. Between this and the farmhouse is an early 

20 th century one-story bungalow wi th na rrow clapboards and low 

hipped roof beneath which is subsumed a broad screened porch. To 

the northeast of the bungalow is a third dwelling unit, a hipped­

roofed frame structure containing an apartment above a two-car 

garage. 

The westernmost subarea of the Hermitage complex (functioning 

primarily for machine and grain storage) consists of two rows of 

structures oriented to face on another across a broad drive, ter­

minating at the west in a cluster of round corrugated metal grain 

bins and a grain elevator (Plate 33). The southern row is com­

posed of a variety of gable- and slant-roofed detached frame 

structures including several poultry houses, machine sheds, and a 

mobile home of almost antique vintage. According to the principal 

tenant, most of these structures were moved to their present 

locations by the DUPont corporation. The north row of structures 

features two large front-gable frame buildings (one of which may 

have once been a barn or stable) connected by low corrugated­

metal roofed sheds, one of which shelters a row of grain bins. 

The north subarea of the farmstead consists of two ranges of 

structures flanking the lane leading to the DuPont Glasgow Plant. 

On the west side of the lane is a very long side-gable single 

story structure clad entirely in corrugated sheet metal on cinder 

block and concrete slab foundations; this structure is used as a 
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maintenance and repair shop. On the east side of the lane are 

three gambrel-roofed diary barns from the first quarter of this 

century (Plates 34 and 35). The northernmost two have wood 

shingle roofs, drop siding, 9-1ight single sash hinged at the 

bottom, double-leaf sliding ground floor and hayloft doors, and 

concrete milking floor wi th pipe stanchions and rows of metal 

columns which support I-beams carrying the lofts. The third, by 

far largest, dairy barn is 20 bays long, wi th a standing-seam 

gambrel roof, shed dormers, timber-framed loft level clad in drop 

siding, and ground level of cast concrete block, the tex:tured 

outer face of which has a red-brown glaze. The same material is 

utilized 1n the two tall silos and small gable-roofed structures 

attached to either side of the main barn structure, the ground 

floor of which features a concrete floor, metal columns and 1­

beams, and pipe stanchions. 

The east subarea of the farmstead consists of two barns, con­

nected by a long machine shed open on the south side. The 

easternmost barn is a wood frame structure with composition 

shingle gambrel roof, drop siding and concrete floor. The west 

barn is a gable-roofed structure, the walls of which are painted 

brick with timber framing above (Plate 36). The concrete floor of 

the lower level is accessed from the north end, as the floor at 

the south end is below grade. This barn is a modified bank type, 

the Ilpper level reached by an earthen raffi[? leading to a gable­

roofed bridge that encloses the entrance to the drive floor on 

the west side. 
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Most of the structures in the Hermitage complex are in good 

to excellent condition, although many, including the barns, are 

no longer in use. 

Historical Discussion: The history of this property has been 

traced to 1783, when William Thompson, a farmer in Pencader 

Hundred, acquired a ·plantation and premises· of approximately 

137 acres from John Bowen (NCC Deeds E3/2l8). The tract remained 

in the Thompson family until 1836, when Daniel and Letitia 

Thompson sold it to John Frazer, then of New Castle Hundred (NCC 

Deeds, E5/l30). Frazer, who named the property the Hermi tage 

(Beers 1868) is presumed to have been responsible for construc­

tion of the 2-1/2 story brick dwelling present on the farmstead 

today. 

John Frazer died "on his farm" in 1887 CRunk 1899:342), 

leaving a $3,000 debt that remained unsettled until his farm was 

sold to Theodore Crawford at a Sheriff's sale in 1894 (NCC Deeds 

L16/59). In 1896-7, the farm passed through several owners 

before being acquired by William D. Howell of St. Georges Hundred 

(NCC Deeds N17/325). The farm may have been operated by tenants, 

as William and his wife, Sallie, were listed in Mill Creek 

Hundred at the time they sold the farm to Mary J. Howell in 1905 

(NCC Deeds E20/57). The fcllowing year, the Howells conveyed the 

Hermitage to Edwin Armstrong of Pencader Hundred (NCC Deeds 

A2l/77) who sold it to William B. Armstrong in 1911 (NCC Deeds 

E23/371). In 1915, the farm was sold to John Wirt Willis, who in 

1913 had acquired over 260 acres adjacent to the Frazer farm from 

-82­



heirs of the 19th century Clark estate to the north (NCC Deeds 

H25/583; L24/75). Under Wi llis' ownership, the Hermitage farm 

appears to have been substantially developed as a large dairy 

operation, with construction of new dairy barns, renovation of 

existing structures and remodeling of the Frazer farmhouse. In 

1942, when Willis sold his Pencader Hundred holdings to Peter and 

Elizabeth Zeitler, the property included a "large mansion house, 

tenant houses, large dairy barn, other barns, sheds, dwelling 

houses and other improvements" (NCC Deeds G43/491). Under the 

Zeitlers, the farm (at this time over 500 acres) was incorporated 

as Zeitler Farms, Inc., from which it was sold in 1966 to the 

DuPont Corporation. 

Evaluation: The farmstead known as the Hermi tage is locally 

significant under National Register Criterion C. The Frazer house 

embodies distinctive characteristics of the Georgian I-house form 

which was a dominant theme in the rural domestic archi tectural 

tradi tion of northern and middle Delaware from its introduction 

in the later 18th century through the extensive rebuilding of the 

agr icultural landscape that began in the second quarter of the 

19th century (Glassie 1972:37; Herman 1987:145-46). Essentially 

vernacular in concept, the house does not display obvious attri­

butes of popular style, although the attic-level "eyebrow" win­

dows suggest the influence of the Greek Revival on the builder. 

The early 20th century remodeling of the house resulted, on the 

exter ior, in construction of an expansi ve columned porch that 

while somewhat elaborate against the relative simplici ty of the 

facade was a common feature of the Colonial Revival idiom. 
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The associated agricultural complex derives its character and 

significance under criterion c through its development as a large 

scale dairy operation in the first decades of the 20th century. 

The great expansion of the dairy industry, a major theme in 

northern and middle Delaware's late 19th and early 20th century 

agricultural history, is illustrated by the substantial new barns 

and silos erected at the Bermi tage in order to partake of this 

development. These structures provide excellent example of a form 

of agricultural -rebuilding- that occurred in order to adapt tra­

ditional mixed (grain and livestock) farms to the operational and 

sani tary requirements of large scale commercial dairying in the 

early 20th century. 

In addition to the architectural elements, certain landscape 

features contr ibute to the signif icance of the Hermitage. The 

long (450') unpaved dr ive from U. S. 40 is carefully ornamented 

wi th a line of rna ture conifers on the west and rna ture deciduous 

trees on the east. At a wye directly before the house, this a11ee 

terminates in a pair of mature holly trees that flank the walk to 

the front entrance of the farmhouse. The formality of this 

designed landscape provides an effective introduction to the sym­

metry of the farmhouse facade and the neoclassical columned 

veranda. 

District School '56 (N-3881) 

Description: School '56 is located on the west side of Route 

896, at a slight curve in the highway approximately 1/2 mile 
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north of the 896/U.S. 40 intersection at Glasgow. It is the only 

structure on the small lot, which is framed by scrub woodland on 

three sides. The building is set back some 30 feet from the road­

way proper, adjacent to which is a 10 foot shoulder and drainage 

ditch, and has a low trimmed hedge at the front. A low wire fence 

extends along the front and south edges of the lot. 

School 156 is a one-story, front-gable rectangular building 

of wood frame construction on a raised brick foundation encom­

passing a full basement (Plates 37 and 38). The exterior is clad 

with drop siding; the roof is covered with composition shingling 

and has narrow boxed eaves. The side and front elevations are 

each divided into three bays. Windows have flat plank surrounds 

with drip shelves and tall 6/6 wooden double-hung sash. The 

centered entrance features a six-panel wooden door above which is 

a large two-light transom panel. A gable-roofed porch with square 

posts is set on a high wood plank floor, reached by a set of 

concrete steps. On the north side, toward the rear, a brick chim­

ney rises from the roof near the eave. 

The building is no longer used for educational purposes, but 

does function as an occasional meeting place for a local bikers' 

group. The interior (viewable during this survey only from out­

side) appears to retain its original one-room configuration. 

Historical Discussion: Following passage of the Free School 

Act of 1829, Pencader Hundred was divided into five school 

districts Numbered 54-58. A school is shown at the location of 

the present structure in 1849 (Rea & Price 1849) and on sub­
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sequent 19th century maps of the area (Beers 1868, Baist 1893). 

The present structure appears to date from the late 19th or early 

20th century; as such it is an integral element in the continuum 

of rural education and rural school building that once begun in 

1829 and continued in Pencader Hundred until the second World 

Mar. The school's one-story, one-room front-gable form is almost 

archetypal in rural school construction, in Delaware as well as 

in many other areas of the united States. Its original design 

intent and function remain immediately appreciable. 

Evaluation: School .56 is evaluated as eligible for the 

National Register under criteria A and C. Under Criterion A, the 

school is directly associated wi th the history of rural public 

education in Pencader Hundred and the immediate communi ty of 

Glasgow, which although never achieving more than hamlet status 

has managed to retain both a sense of community and a number of 

significant features of its past architectural history 

(recognized through the Aikens Tavern Histor ic Distr ict) (Hei te 

1976). Under Cr iter ion C, School 156 retains a high level of 

integrity, continuing to display the form and basic features 

characteristic of rural educational architecture in north-central 

Delaware. In addition, of the three distr ict schoolhouses once 

located on Route 896, the historic road between Newark and Summit 

Bridge, one ('54) is no longer extant (see catts and Cunningham 

1986) while School '57 (at Howell School Road) has been exten­

sively modif ied and subsequently damaged (Lothrop et al. 1986). 

In contrast, School .56 remains largely unaltered and in good 

condition. 
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Clarksdale Tenant Houses 

Description: There remain on Route 896, north of Glasgow, 

three dwellings, each now under separate ownership, that were 

identi f ied in the Route 896 archaeological investigations 

(Lothrop et al. 1986) as former tenant houses associated with the 

19th century agricultural holdings of the Cantwell Clark family 

in Pencader Hundred. The site of a fourth such dwelling was also 

identified during that investigation, but the structure itself is 

no longer extant. For purposes of consistency, the following 

discussion uses the numbers originally assigned by Lothrop et al. 

(1986). 

Tenant Bouse '2 (N-106l6): This dwelling is situated on the 

east side of Route 896 adjacent to the DuPont Corporation's 

Glasgow plant. The dwelling is of wood frame construction, with a 

full basement of fieldstone beneath the front section, and is 

clad in blue synthetic shingling (Plates 39 and 40). According to 

an undated historic photo- in the owners' possession, the house 

was or ig inally massed as a two-story three-bay, center hall, 

single-pile side-gable main block wi th a one-story rear kitchen 

ell. Under the present owners, a portion of the front wall was 

removed, a full-length porch replaced with a fully-enclosed addi­

tion, the rear ell substantially expanded, and most of the origi­

nal interior spaces rearranged. Among the few features remaining 

from the period prior to remodelling are several 6/6 double hung 

sash windows in flat surrounds with narrow drip shelves, and the 

brick chimney stack centered on the roof ridge. 
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PLATE 39: Clarksdale Tenant House No 2, View Looking Northeast 
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PLATE 40: Clarksdale Tenant House No 2, View Looking Southwest 
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Tenant House #3 (N- ): This dwelling 1S located some 600 

feet back from the west edge of Route 896, directly opposite the 

en trance to the DuPon t Glasgow Plant. The land on wh ich it is 

located is in the process of redevelopment as the Pencader 

Corporate Center, and has been laid out with streets called 

"Corporate Boulevard" "Executive Drive", etc. Tenant residents 

occupy a trailer home adjacent to the house, which is vacant. The 

only other structure on the property is a cement block garage. 

The house consists of a two-story side gable main block of 

stuccoed brick, with a two-story gable-roofed wood frame ell off 

the south side (Plates 41 and 42). The north elevation features 

two widely-spaced windows at each story, and a narrow pentroof 

extending the length of the wall between the floors. The west 

side has two windows on the first floor and one centered above 

them on the second story. A relatively new exterior brick chimney 

separates the two bays into which the east gable end is divided. 

The only exterior entrance to the br ick section is located in 

this wall, sheltered by a modern gable-roofed porch on a concrete 

slab. The frame ell, clad in synthetic shingling, is one bay long 

and two bays wide. On the west side, in the re-entrant angle 

formed by the two sections of the house, is a partially screened 

slant-roofed porch within which is the entry to the kitchen area. 

Tenant House #4 (N- ): This dwelling 1S situated on the 

west side of Route 896 almost directly opposite the intersection 

with Road 408. The house has a two-story, side-gable single-pile 
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PLATE 41: Clarksdale Tenant House No 3, View Looking Southwest 
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PLATE 42: Clarksdale Tenant House No 3, View Looking Northeast 
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main block to which have been added two slant-roofed units, one 

of two stories, the other of one story, across the rear (Plates 

43 and 44). The entire building, which is of wood frame construc­

tion, was covered with red facebrick in 1955, thereby completely 

obI i tera t ing its or ig inal exter ior wall surfaces. Off the south 

gable end is a one-room addition on a raised brick foundation. 

The original main block retains most of its 6/6 double hung sash 

windows in fla t, unmolded surrounds wi th narrow corn ices. The 

eaves of the low, corrugated metal-clad roof are embellished 

along with the east side and gable ends with a narrow scalloped 

fascia board. Two tall brick interior chimneys are symmetrically 

loca ted on the rear roof slope. A one-bay porch wi th standing-

steam metal clad gable roof and thin Tuscan Doric style columns 

shelters the main entrance. 

Historical Discussion: According to the Beers atlas of 

Pencader Hundred, structures were present at the locations of 

Tenan t Houses #3 and 4 by 1868, and it 1 S not un reasonable to 

suppose from their general form that Tenant Houses #3 and 4 are 

those indicated on that map. Construction of Tenant House #2 has 

been dated to the early 20th century, based on historic maps and 

archaeological investigations conducted in 1986 (Lothro[J et aI. 

1986) . 

All three dwellings are associated with the agricultural 

tracts assembled by Cantwell Clark in the l830s and collectively 

known as "Clarksdale" from the name given to the home farm (Beer3 

1868). Clark's activities in Pencader Hundred suggest an 
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PLATE 43: Clarksdale Tenant House No 4, View Looking Northwest 
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PLATE 44: Clarksdale Tenant House No 4, View to East 
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interesting case study in the agglomeration of farms in middle 

and northern Delaware that followed the agricultural depression 

of the early 19th century. In three transactions beginning in 

1831, Cantwell Clark (then of Red Lion Hundred) acquired over 

1,600 acres in Pencader Hundred, at a cost of more than $15,000 

(NCC Deeds 04/92: W4/63: C5/49l). Most of these holdings lay 

north of the Frenchtown Pike (u.s. Route 40), on both sides of 

Route 896, with one 300-acre tract located to the south on Porter 

Road (Rea and Price 1849: Beers 1868: Baist 1893). 

Cantwell Clark died in 1869, leaving to his five children 

(Annie, Laura, Maria, Cantwell Jr., and Delaware) all his "farms 

and tracts of land" (NCC Wills A2/426). Subsequently, Laura, 

Maria and Cantwell Clark, Jr. died, leaving Annie and Delaware 

heirs to the Clark family farms (NCC Deeds Z12/147). In 1884, the 

two siblings made an "equal partition of the lands they held as 

tenants in common" with Delaware receiving the home farm, called 

"Clarksdale", which lay between Dayett's Mill Pond and Route 896, 

and the "lower" (Porter Road) farm on which were at that time a 

two-story frame house and frame barn (NCC Deeds Z12/147). His 

sister Annie Clark Skinner, received 353 acres on the west side 

of Route 896, plus a farm lying east of Clarksdale and Dayett's 

Mill Pond, each of Which included a two story brick dwelling, a 

frame barn and other outbuildings (NCC Deeds Z12/153). 

Delaware Clark died in 1911, at which time he still had 

possession of Clarksdale and the lower farm, plus a house in 

Newark (Estate of Delaware Clark, NCC Record of Wills #2302). His 

-98­



heirs retained the Clarksdale farm until 1938, when they sold it 

to John Wirt Willis, who had previously (1913) acquired the farm 

lying east of Clarksdale and Dayett's Mill Pond from the heirs of 

Annie Clark Skinner. These Clark family farms thus became part of 

the large dairy operation that Willis developed, centered around 

the former Hermitage farm on U.S. Route 40 (see discussion of 

Hermitage, above). 

Concerning the tenant houses themselves, '3 is believed to be 

the -two story brick dwelling" associated with the Clark farm 

lying west of Route 896 which in 1884 was formally conveyed to 

Annie Clark Skinner by her brother, Delaware Clark. 12 is 

believed to be a tenant house on the Clarksdale farm proper, 

and is mentioned in the 1911 inventory of Delaware Clark's 

estate. The main house of the Clark family, located a short 

distance southeast of 42, was removed, along with a large brick 

barn, for construction of a portion of the DuPont Glasgow plant. 

No information apart from that contained in historic maps (Beers 

1868, Baist 1893) has been obtained concerning Tenant House #4. 

Evaluation: These three tenant houses are evaluated in terms 

of their architectural attributes under National Register 

Criterion C. The basic form of all three dwellings is the I-house 

type, two stories high and one room deep, that characterized much 

rural domestic construction on northern and central Delaware from 

the late 18th through late 19th centuries. The ubiquity of this 

house type is testament to its importance in the archi tectural 

history of the region; however, each of the three Clarksdale 
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tenant houses has experienced a loss of integrity, both of fabric 

and of context, that prevents them from meeting National Register 

criteria for architectural significance. House '2, lying east of 

Route 896, has been extensively remodeled on both interior and 

exterior, and its setting is wholly dominated by the vast bulk of 

the DuPont plant immediately behind it. House '4, now occupying a 

narrow lot adjacent to a commercial establishment, has been clad 

in a facebrick that has clearly altered the original character of 

this wood frame dwelling. House .3 is somewhat problematic, as it 

may be, relatively speaking, the least altered of the three 

structures. Because permission to view the interior was denied, 

interior information that might aid in interpreting the fabric of 

this house is not available. It is possible that, if the north 

elevation was originally the front, the original main entrance 

has been filled in, with corresponding loss of facade integrity. 

(A north orientation for a dwelling of this age and location 

would be rather unusual: most existing 18th and early 19th cen­

tury rural dwellings in the region, where their orientation is 

not focused on a road, tend to face south or west). As is the 

case with #2 and 4, the agricultural context of .3 is no longer 

extant, and the dwelling stands as an isolated object in a 

nascent corporate subdivision. Thus, as a result of the physical 

and contextual alterations that have affected these structures, 

none retain a clear abili ty to represent or convey the cir­

cumstances in which they were originally built and used. As such, 

a case for their National Register eligibility cannot be 

advanced. 
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CONCLUSIONS
 

This study has focused on the investigation of 11 properties 

in or near the Route 896 project corridor, in order to make a 

preliminary evaluation of their historic architectural impor­

tance. As a result of this study, six of the 11 properties have 

been identified as meeting one or IOOre criteria for eligibility 

for the National Register of Historic Places (Table 1). Two pro­

perties (Aikens Tavern Histor ic Distr ict and the New castle and 

Frenchtown Railroad) are already listed in the National Register. 

School No. 56 has been evaluated as signif icant both as an 

example of rural school architecture, and for its association 

with the continuum of rural public education in Glasgow and 

Pencader Hundred. The Evan Lynch house has been evaluated as of 

potential National Register eligibility for its association with 

the entrepreneur ial acti vi ty that character ized Glasgow's nine­

teenth century history as a crossroads communi ty and service 

center for the nearby agricultural population. 

The other four properties of potential National Register 

eligibility are Bellvue, the Hermitage, Cann Farmstead, and the 

Williams-Boulden house. Although each has its own particular 

character and history, they have certain aspects in cornman. For 

example, the John Frazer house (at the Hermitage), the Cann house 

and the Williams-Boulden house represent variations on a common, 

and important, vernacular form -- the I-house. Of these three, 
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TABLE 1
 

STATUS OF PROJECT AREA HISTORIC PROPERTIES (SOUTH TO NORTH)
 

Bellvue (N-3975) Meets NR criterion C 
DeShane-Paxon House Does not meet NR Criteria 
Williams-Boulden House (N-3986) Meets NR Criterion C 
Cann Farmstead (N-3997) Meets NR Criterion C 
New Castle and Frenchtown Railroad (N-442) Listed in NR 
Frame House (N-3980) Does not meet NR criteria 
Evan Lynch House (N-3976) Meets NR Criterion A 
Hermitage (N-3990) Meets NR Criterion C 
Aikens Tavern Historic District (N-3875) Listed in NR 
School No. 56 (N-388l) Meets NR Criteria A and C 
Clarksdale Tenant House .3 Does not meet NR Criteria 
Clarksdale Tenant House 12 (N-106l6) Does not meet NR Criteria 
Clarksdale Tenant House #4 Does not meet NR Criteria 
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the Frazer house, with its symmetrical facade and center hall 

plan, shows the most influence of formal stylistic qualities, 

while the Cann house, in particular, retains more folk or tradi­

tional elements in its massing and plan. The Cann and 

Williams-Boulden houses also share an interesting, and possibly 

peculiarly local, "three-over-four" treatment of their facades. 

The rebuilding of the agricultural landscape that attended 

agricultural recovery and reforms in the middle decades of the 

19th century is illustrated, in different ways, by the Bellvue 

farmhouse and the Frazer house. The Bellvue house, with its 

distinct--and distinctive--construction episodes, provides an 

example of the expansion and remodeling of an 18th century 

dwelling to meet the needs and preferences of a later generation 

of farm dwellers. The Frazer house, on the other hand, 

illustrates the erection of new dwellings whose formali ty and 

attention to style suggest the increasing urbanization and 

proliferation of urban influences in north central Delaware in 

the second quarter of the 19th century. 

The agricultural complexes, particularly those of Bellvue, the 

Hermi tage, and the Cann property, appear to largely post-da te 

their respective farm dwellings, in so doing providing illustra­

tion of the continuum of agricultural activity in the area from 

the late 18th century to the early 20th century. Bellvue, the 

Williams-Boulden property and the Cann farm include examples of 

the crib barn or granary, one of two new forms of agricul tural 

archi tecture that were introduced into central Delaware during 
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the mid-19th century period of rebuilding (Herman 1987:146). The 

Hermitage features an example of bank barn construction, modified 

wi th a concrete floor for dairy use but still retaining the 

earthen ramp and the gable-roofed "bridge house" that was 

occasionally utilized in this type of barn. To the greatest 

extent, however, Bellvue, the Cann farm and, especially, the 

Hermitage, suggest a second important period of agricultural 

• rebuilding," this specifically associated wi th the early 20 th 

century expansion of the dairy industry in north-central Delaware 

illustrated not by enlargement of barns (as occurred in Mill 

Creek Hundred to the north (see Jicha and Cesna 1986», but by 

construction of new barns specifically designed to meet the needs 

and requirements of large-scale "modern" dairy operations. 

The Clarksdale tenant houses, although evaluated in this 

study as lacking sufficient integrity and importance for National 

Register eligibility, point to another, earlier episode of 

central Delaware's rural history. The beginning of the 19th 

century was a time of agricultural depression brought about 

largely by poor agricul tural practices that depleted the soil, 

and by the subdivision of large tracts over the 18th century into 

increasingly smaller, inefficient, farms. As impoverished farmers 

left their lands, however, those whose fortunes enabled them to 

remain proceeded to "busily and aggressively" buy up the aban­

doned tracts and reassemble them into more productive units 

(Herman 1984:5). The story of Cantwell Clark, who amassed over 

1,500 acres in Pencader Hundred in the l830s, might prove to be 

-104­



an interesting case study of this particular phenomenon of 

Delaware's agricultural history, one for which documents, rather 

than structures, offer the potentially most valuable tools toward 

understanding. 

ANTICIPA~ED PROJECT EFFECTS 

Current design plans for widening of Route 896 and construc­

tion of the Glasgow bypass indicate that for those architectural 

resources potentially eligible for, or listed in, the National 

Register, construction will occur outside proposed or established 

si te boundar ies I and thus is not expected to directly affect 

significant architectural resources. Architectural resources 

within the Aikens Tavern Historic District at Glasgow may poten­

tially benef it from the proposed bypass, because such a bypass 

will relieve pressure to further widen U.S. 40 and the existing 

Route 896 at the crossroads: an important consideration due to 

the relative proximity of the historic district's buildings to 

the roadways. South of Glasgow, widening of Route 896 is not 

expected to materially alter the existing environment of the Cann 

Farmstead, Bellvue or the Williams-Boulden house, although the 

Cann farm and Williams-Boulden house may experience indirect 

effects of a temporary nature dur ing construction, due to the 

presence of heavy equipment I because of the ir proximity to the 

highway. 
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The proposed project will, however, affect the New 

Castle-Frenchtown Railroad, which is listed in the National 

Register as a histor ic site, because a portion of the railroad 

right of way will be acquired for construction of the southern 

end of the Glasgow bypass. DelDOT will ensure that this segment 

will have been tested for possible archaeological potential prior 

to initiation of construction at this location. 
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In my opinion, the property 0 meets 0 does not meet the National Register criteria. 0 See continuetion lheel. 

Sign.lure of certifying offICial O.le 

SI.I. or Fed.r.t agency and bur.lu 

In my opinion, the property 0 meets 0 does not meet the National Register criteria. 0 See continu.llon .heel. 

S1gnalurs of commenting or other officl.1 0.1. 

St.le or Feder.1 agency .nd burslU 

5. Natlona' Park Service Certification 
I. hereby, certify that this property Is:
 

Dentered In the National Register.
 
o 8M continuation 1hHt. 

Ddetermlned eligible for the National 
Register. 0 See conllnu.llon sheel. o determined not .Iigible for the 
National Register. 

o remove~ from the National Register. • 
Oother, (explain:) _ 

Sign.lure 01 Ihe Keeper	 Olle of Action 
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6. Function or Use 
Historic Functions (enter categories 'rom instructions) Current Functions (enter categories 'rom inilructions) 

Domestic/Single Dwe~~l~i~n~g~~~~~~ __ Domestic/Single Dwelling 
Agricultural/Agricultural Outbui1idng 

7. Description
 
Atchitectuwl Cla:;:;ihcation Materials (enter cate!)Ories .rom lllstruchons)
 
(ent~r categofil:lS 'rom instructions)
 

foundation ~b:;-r~ic~k:.;- -:- __ 
walls _~_b;:;.;;..r.:;;i.:;;c~k "'"""":__-=--__-'- _ 

Other: 2/3 Georgia_n ~----- weatherboard 
......:a:.:s~p~h;.:;a=-l=-t=-Mid-19th Century/Greek Revival roo' __ _ 

other _ 

Describe prl!sent and historic ph)'$ical appearance. 
Bellvue is located on the west side of Route 896, approximately 600 feet south 
of the intersection with Howell School Road. The property consists of the remains 
of an agricultural complex in which all buildings except a mobile home are vacant, 
although 10 relatively good condition. The complex is sited on slightly elevated 
tround with a setback of over 600 feet from the highway, at the end of a rutted 
lane running between fallow and cultivated fields. The complex includes a dwelling, 
dairy barn, granary. storage sheds, and barn converted to a machine shed. 

The dwelling, oriented perpendicular to the road and facing south, exhibits three 
aajor construction phases. Earliest is a 2~ story, side-gable side-hall unit of 
painted Flemish bond brick on a high brick basement. The three-bay facade features 
12/12 doubly hung sash in molded surrounds above thick timber sills. On the west 
side the sash are 9/9, set within segmental-arched openings. The entrance, which 
has a five-light transom and molded surround, is sheltered by a wooden porch with 
square posts, flat roof, concrete floor, and applied trim. The standing-seam metal 
roof features an interior gable-end brick chimney on the west. a large gabled roof 
dormer, and boxed eaves with cove molding. . 

The second phase of construction is represented by a large wood frame double-pile 
unit built on the east side of the brick section. The frame unit is also 2~ stories, 
but as it lacks a basement the floor levels of the two sections do not correspond. 
The tarpaper-covered roof of the frame unit is flat over most of the structure, 
with short, shallow slopes on south and north. The east gable end is finished with 
a horizontal parapet or "cornice". The unit is two bays wide and four bays deep, 
this depth corresponding to that of the brick section. Window treatment consists 
of 6/6 double hung sash in flat plank surrounds with narrow drip shelves, and, at 
attic level, orizonta1 "eyebrow" windows, of which those on the east side are doub1e­
hung. An entrance, out of line with the windows above it, is located in the east 
elevation. 

The third phase consists of a one-story unit with corrugated sheet metal roof extending 
across the north side of the house. Half of this unit is ful~y enclosed, while the 
other 8~rvea as a porch with concrete floor and thin metal posts. 

The interior of the brick section is arranged with a side-hall plan. The entry 
opens directly into the stair hall, which feature a a partially-enclosed staircase 
with winders, spindle balustrade and square newel post with a flat, round cap. The 
existing double-pile arrangement. although dating to the 1950's, reflects the original 
late 18th century plan, which featured two rooms sharing a common gable-end chimney 
stack with corner fireplaces back-to-back. In the mid-19th century, coincident with 
construction of the frame east section. the partition ~See continuation ,heel 
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between the two rooms was removed, and the fireplaces rebuilt as one, with 
a plain wood mantel (the same treatment occurred at the second floor as well). 
Tile 1950 1 s "recreation" of the original plan involved installing partitions 
which bisected the first floor fireplace, and enclosed the second floor 
fireplace within a closet. First floor wood work in this section includes 
simple, strongly-molded door and window surrounds, narrow baseboards largely 
obscured by metal ~eating units, and relatively wide, low, 6-pane1 doors 
with box locks and brass or ceramic knobs. In the "rear parlor", the window 
sills extend nearly to the floor and are fashioned as narrow window seats with 
paneled backs. A portion of the original finish of the hall is preserved within 
a pantry created beside and behind the stairs when the stairs were enclosed 
in the 1950's. 

The main floor of the frame section contains two large rooms connected by a very 
wide doorway fitted with four-panel double folding doors. Each room features a fire­
place, neither of which have mantels or are functional. The woodwork is of a 
simplified Greek Revival type in which the tops of the window and door surrounds, 
edged with thick half-round molding, are shaped as very shallow triangular pediments. 
This same treatment, less the molded edges, is repeated on the second floor, which 
contains two bedrooms with filled-in chtmney pieces. 

The agricultural buildings of Bellvue are located southwest of the house. Largest 
is a gambrel-roofed dairy barn constructed of concrete block with vertical plank 
siding on the 10ft level. Nearby to the south is a one-room frame stmucture 
with gable roof, vertical plank siding and six-light fixed sash. Beyond this 
structure is a frame barn with corrugated sheet metal gable roof and vertical plank 
siding. Three large vehicular bays have been cut into the south side for machine 
storage. The granary, a large gable-roofed strcuture, the vertical boarding of which 
is slightly spaced for ventilation, is the southernmost structure in the complex. 

114
 



!. 5t~i:r:!!:-nt or Si5;_"!_i'_;,.._,:'I_n_c:..e.:....,-__~__~~ _ 
Certlfymg olliciCiI has considered the signllicance of this proper1y in relatlnn to other proper1ies: 

o nationally 0 statewide Dloc:!lIy 

Applicable National Register Criteria 0 A De fac Do 

Criteria Conl:iderations (Exceptions) 0 A De Dc Do DE 

Areas Of Significance (enter categories from Instructions) Period of Significance Significant Oates 
Architecture c. 1770 

c. 1845 
c. 1890-1920 

Cultural Affiliation 
N/A 

Significant Person ArchitecVBuilder 
N/A Unknown 

State significance of proper1y, and Justify criteria, criteria considerations, and areas and periods of significance noted above. 

The property known as Bellvue is significant under Criterion C. The focus of 
this assessment is the house, which with its two distinct construction phases 
presents a clear example of the phenomenon of enlargement and rebuilding that 
transformed north-central Delaware's rural landscape in the middle decades of 
the 19th century. The original brick dwelling retains distinctive features 
associated with the vernacular adaptation of the mid-18th century Georgian 
house type, the adaptation here being the "two-thirds" variation with side hall, 
double-pile plan. This form of the Georgian plan is most commonly associated 
with urban townhouse construction beginning in the later 18th century, but was 
not infrequently translated to rural settings in the lower Delaware Valley region 
(Glassie 1972: 37-38). The Bellvue farmhouse is also among the relatively limited 
number of 18th century dwellings known to survive in lower New Castle County, 
as most of the more numerous log or frame dwellings from the period are no longer 
extant, many having been removed during that same "rebuilding" that gave Bellvue 
farmhouse the character it retains today. 

The frame section, construction of which is estimated to have occurred c. 1840-50, 
retains several features associated with the Greek Revival style, most obviously the 
treatment of the interior window and door surrounds, and the insertion of "eyebrow" 
windows to illuminate the attic level. The treatment of this section's east 
gable, if original, may reflect the influence of the Italianate style, in its 
attempt to emulate the rectilinear, boxy massing often characteristic of that style. 
Also of importance from this building episode is the remodeling of the original, 
brick unit floor plan by removal of partition walls and the reconstruction of 
the fireplaces, clearly intended to "modernize" the space and make it more accommodating 
to the needs of the mid-19th century occupants •. (Another documented example of 
this kind of alteration is the Samuel Townsend House, near Townsend, Del. (Herman 
1982: 186-7).) 

The outbuildings, while not of individual significance, contribute to the importance 
of the property. Erected well after expansion of the house, they reflect the growth 
of the dairy industry in northern and central Delaware that occurred in the late 
19th and early 20th centuries. As such, they extend the continuum of agricultural 
life and livelihood still visible on this farmstead from its late colonial origins 
to early modern times. 115 ~Sf!6 continulltion shopt 
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The property known as Bellvue was originally identified in the 
survey of Pencader Hundred conducted through the New Castle 
County Department of Planning and subsequently included in a 
draft National Register nomination entitled "Historic Resources 
of Pencader Hundred". The history of this property has been 
traced through 1792, when the then owner, David Howell, died, 
leaving four minor orphan children, David, Oliver, Thomas and 
Samuel. An inspection conducted for the Chancery Court the 
following year included mention of a "two story brick house" that 
it may be assumed referred to the masonry portion of the dwelling 
present on the farmstead today (NCC Record of Chancery, Orphans 
Court, Gl/344: HI/52). 

Although the transactions have not been identified, the farm was 
in possession of one of David Howell's sons, Oliver, at the time 
of the latter's death in 1814. Oliver Howell bequeathed all his 
real estate to his wi fe, Eleanor. Eleanor Howell died in 1823, 
leaving the property to her two children by her first marriage, 
Daniel Thomas and Elizabeth Thomas Boulden, as tenants in common 
(Nce Wills, Rl/123i Rl/496). 

In 1826, Daniel Thomas sold his interest in the property to 
Nathaniel Boulden, his sister Elizabeth's husband (NCC Deeds, 
D4/ 391). Subsequent ly, Eli zabeth di ed, leaving to Nathaniel her 
half interest in the farm (NCC Deeds 15/221). In 1842, Nathaniel 
Boulden sold his interest in the farm to Curtis B. Ellison, then 
of St. Georges Hundred, with the understanding that as Elizabeth 
Boulden's children (Eleanor, Nathan, and Jessie) reached their 
majority they would also convey their interests in the property 
to Ellison (NCe Deeds, 15/221: 15/224/U5/30). 

Curtis Ellison was thus by 1847 full owner of the former Howell 
farm', whi-:h he named Bellvue (Beers 1868) and upon which he 
resided until his death in 1886 (NCC Wills 1/2/444). Erection of 
the frame portion of the farmhouse is reasonably attributed to 
Curtis Ellison, as the Greek Revival stylistic elements suggests 
a mid-19th century construction date. 

In 1895, following the death of Ellison'. wife, Margaret, the 
Bellvue farm passed to four of their nine children, Lorena, 
Julia, Anna and Eliza (NCe Wills, 12444: Public Sale T16/242). 
Through the subsequent deaths of Lorena, Anna and Elizabeth, 
Julia eventually acquired sole ownership of Bellvue, which she 
bequeathed to her nephew, Eugene Ellison Paxon, at her death in 
1939 (NCC Wills N6/256). The farm remained in the family until 
Paxon's widow sold it to Benjamin and Bertha Johnson 1n 1950 (NCC 
Deeds U49/273). 116 
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o See continuation sheet 
Previous documentation on file (NPS):o preliminary determination 0' individual listing (36 CFR 67) Primary location 0' addilional d~ta: 
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o See continuation sheet 

Verbal Boundary Description 
The boundary of Bellvue Farmstead 
"Bellvue Farmstead, N-3975." 

is as shown on the accompanying sketch map entitled 

o see continuation sheet 

Boundary Justi'ication The boundaries proposed for this property enclose an area that is of a 
size to preserve the house, outbuildings. a portion of the tmmediate setting. and any 
potential archaeological resources that may be associated with historic activity areas 
of the farmstead. The east boundary 1s set back from the existing highway right-of-way 
a distance of approximately %00 feet. with a buffer of approximately 400 feet between 
this boundary and the easternmost feature of the complex proper. The west. north and 
south boundaries are set at a 200 foot distance ~ee c:ontinuation aheet 

11. Form Prep..red Ely ( 
namfl"itle Martha H. Bowers, Architectural Historian 
organlzatio" Louis Berger & Associates, Inc. 
st,~t & number 100 Halsted Street 
City or town _. East Orange 

date March 1987 
tel"phon-. 201-678-1960 
stale New Jersey zip cO'fl] 07019 
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from the outermost structural elements of the complex, a distance sufficient to 
include all structural and landscape features that contribute to the significance 
of the property. 
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· SEE PLATES 1 THROUGH 8 FOR 
PHOTOGRAPHS OF BELLVUE FARMSTEAD 
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4 _1__Tota, 

Narne of ....ted multiple property lilting: Number of contributing relOurcel previously 
lilted in the National Register _0;;;...., _ 

4 8tat./F~.ral Agency Certification 

M the designated authority under the National Hiltone P,...rvatlon Act 011866. II amended, I hereby certify that this o nomination 0 r~ue't for delermlnatlon of eligibility meetl the documentation Itandardl for ~iltering propertlea In the 
Natlonal Regllter of Hlltorlc P"e.. and meet, the procedural and profe..lona' r~ulrem.nll lit fonh In 36 CFR Pa" 60. 
In my opinion. the property Ome.ls Ddoet not meet the National Regtlter criteria. 0 ... contlnuallon ItlMl. 

Iignalurw of certltylng OffICIal Del' 

".1. Of Feder.1 agency and bu....u 

In my opinion, the property 0 meets 0 don not rnHt the National Regilter Criteria. 0 ... contInualiOn IItIMI. 

8Igna1urw of commentll'lO Of other otflC:l.' D... 

ee.t, Of F.,.. agency and bu....u 

5. NaUonal Park Service Certification 
I, hereby, cenify that thit propeI1y II: 

Dentered In the National Regllter.. 
0 ... oonllnualton IhMt, 

Ddeterrnlned eligible for the Natlona' 
Regllter. D8M OOft1lnualJon 1hM1. 

D determined not eligible for the 
National Regllter. 

a..mOY8d from the National Register. 
other, (e.plaln:) - _ 

122 ",n.lull Of tile Keeper 0.11 Of Action 



--_.. _._------- - ....__ .. ­

6. Functi,)n or Use
 
Historic Functions (enler calegories Irom instructions) Current Functions (enter categories Irom Instructions)
 

Domestic/Single Dwelling Domestic/Single Dwelling
 
Agriculture/Agricultural Outbuilding
 

7. Description 
Architectural C~;licallon 
(enter categories Irom instructions) 

Other: I-House 

Material5 (enter categories from inf>tructions) 

foundation _;:.b.:..r;.i.:..ck::­
walls __--.;b;.;r;.;i;;.;;c;.;,k;;...... 

_ 
_ 

~I 
other 

asphalt 
_ 

Describe present and historic physical appellrance. 
The Roger Williams (C. Boulden) house is the principal element in the remains 
of a small agricultural complex lying on the east side of Route 896 approximately 
3000 feet north of Howell School Road. The house, oriented perpendicular to the 
road and facing south, is sited over 100 feet from the roadway on a lot slightly 
elevated above the road and an adjacent drainage ditch. The outbuildings extend 
some 200 feet east of the house and are arranged in a rough quadrangle open on the 
west side. The house yard area includes several mature shade trees and a row of 
ornamental shrubbery along the north and west edges. The complex is surrounded on 
north, east and south by fallow and cultivated fields. 

The house is a two-story, side-gable single-pile structure built of seven-course 
common bond brick on a low brick foundation. One brick chimney is extant within 
the wall of the west gable end; a similar chtmney at the east gable end has been 
removed. The roof is covered with composition shingling with gable end eaves flush 
with the exterior wall planes. On north and south elevations, a narrow line of 
corbelling constitutes a modest "frieze." 

The south elevation is irregularly fenestrated with four bays (the main entry and three 
9/6 double hung sash windows) on the first story and three byas (with 6/6 double 
hung sash) symmetrically arranged at the second story. The fenestration of the 
north elevation appears to have originally been symmetrical, with three openings 
at each story. However, the center openings on both stories have been filled in 
and replaced with a rear entry (not used) and a small single-sash window, both set 
slightly to the east of the original openings. The west gable end features two 
windows on the first story, one on the second, and two square fixed sash windows 
at attic level. Similar attic windows remain in the east gable, below which is 
a shadow remaining from a gable-roofed unit removed and replaced with a shed-roofed 
aluminum -clad kitchen wing on a concrete block foundation (however, an earlier 
exterior bulkhead cellar entry below this wing has been retained). 

A screened porch with wooden floOT and flat roof extends across the facade. The 
main entry features a six-panel door with three-light transom set in the plane of 
the inner wall surface, framed with a strongly-molded surround. The exterior wall 
within the porch has been stuccoed and whitewashed. 

According to inventory data on file with the Delaware State Historic Preservation 
Office, the interior of the house includes an original kitchen corner cupboard, 
an enclosed winding stair in the central hall, and chairrails in hall and living 
room. 

123 ~ See COntinuation sheet 
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There are four outbuildings associated with the property. Largest.is a timber­
framed crib barn or granary with vertical plank aiding on the ground level and 
horizontal clapboarding at loft level. covered with a standing seam .etal 
front-gable roof. To the east is a long one-story shed with vertical plank siding, 
.ix-light fixed sash windows and side-gable standing seam .etal roof with projectin£ 
rafter ends. Almost directly opposite -this structure 1s a machine shed of similar 
form. partially open on the aouth aide. The fourth structure. oriented perpendicular 
to the others at the east end of the complex. 1s a large front-gable shed clad 
in corrugated sheet metal. The extent to which these structures are now used for 
agricultural purposes appears to be limited. 
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8. S."t~","nt of Slgr.;ljcence _
 
certllying olll(;;al has ~nSidere(rth••Ignillcance 01 trll8 property in ,.Iallon 10 other properties:
 

o nationally D.tatewide 0 locally 

AppliCable NatiOnal Register Criteria 0 A 0 B [IBcOO 

Criteria Considerations (Exceptions) DA DB Dc Do DE OF DG 

Area of Significance (enter categories from instructions) Period or Significance S!gnHiCant Dates 
Architecture c. 1770-1831 

Cuhura' Anili,tion
N/A 

ArchltectlBuilder
N/A unknown 

State aignlfteanCtI of property, and justify criteria, crileria con.iderations, and area, and periods (If .ignificance noted abOve. 

The Roger Williams house is evaluated as significant under Criterion C as a 
noteworthy example of vernacular domestic architecture from the late 18th­
early 19th century period of north-central Delaware's rural history. 
It is a clear example of the I-house form that dominates the architectural 
history of the area, appearing to date from the period that preceded the 
~jor rebuilding of the agricultural economy and rural environment in the 
2iddle decades of the 19th century. Lacking qualities of formal or popular 
atyle that were increasingly applied to the I-house during the 19th century, 
the Williams house instead conveys a more "folk" tradition in its essentially 
hall-parlor plan and linear composition. The three-over-four treatment of 
the facade 1s an apparent localism that enhances the importance of the house 
as an artifact of past building traditions in Pencader Hundred (a similar facade, 
but with two front entries, is found on the Cann farmhouse a short distance 
to the north). Alterations, such as lOBS of the original east wing and end 
chimney, addition of the porch, and changes to the rear fenestration, have 
affected the integrity of the house to a certain extent. However, the 
original design intent and character of the house remains readily appreciable, 
and the house is appropriately recognized a8 an important artifact of the
 
region's rural architectural history.
 

The outbuildings, representing the remains of later 19th century agricultural 
activity on the property, are considered contributing elements, with the 
Iranary a lood representative of its type. 

The house is believed to have been originally built under the ownership of 
Roger Williams, "yeoman" of Pencader Hundred who died intestate in 1810, leaving 
230 acres of farm and woodland on the east side of Route 896 (NCC Orphans' Court 
Records, Inventory dated 23 Aug. 1810). Williams' estate was not settled until 
1825, when the 230 acres were divided into tracts, one of which, of 93 acres, 
fronted on Route 896 and contained at least one dwelling (NCC Orphans' Court 
Records, MI/SS; Ml/153-4; Ml/313). This tract waa awarded to Abel Williams, 
eldest .urviving son of Roger Williams, who subsequently sold it to William 
Brown and moved to Ohio (NCC Deeds L4/179). The tract by 1830 had come into the 
possession of Thomas McMullen, through a Sheriff's sale out of Brown's estate 
(Brown died within a year of acquirin~ the property) iiiSee continuation S~'lf'l 
(NCe Deeds D4/422/L4/225; L4/179). 125 
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McMullen died in 1832, but his estate appears to have remained unsettled 
into the 1840's (NCC Wills 51/540). In 1847 the former Williams tract 
was sold at a Sheriff's sale to Charles Boulden, who appeared in the 1850 
agricultural census as owning 145 acres of improved land, 50 acres of unimproved 
land, a variety of crops including wheat, corn, oats, Irish potatoes, sweet 
potatoes and hay, as well as several horses, milch cows and swine. By 1868, 
the land and house were in possession of Merrit Paxon, who owned several 
large tracts in Pencader and Red Lion hundreds suring the period C. 1865-85, 
including "Wheatland Farm" near Kirkwood (Beers 1868). Paxon died in 1886, 
and this property, as well as Wheatland Farm, came into the ownership of 
Richard T. Cann, who also inherited large tracts north of the Williams 
House a,'l:bve Porter Road. 
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Provious documt'ntalion on fiI,. (NPS): 
o P"'timinary cletcrminlltiQn 01 inclividual listing (36 CFR 67) 

ha~ been MquAst"d o oreviously t~tcd in tho N~honat R"Qilller 
o previou!;ly dotcrmined eligible by the Nahana' Register 
o de5ignaled a Nlltiona' Hi5torie Lar'ldm:lrk 
o recorded by Historic American Buildings 

SUrvtty' • o recorded by HiSloric American Engineering 
Record , _ 

o see continuation sheet 

B
Prim;trv location of additional dnta: 
t8I Stntp. historic preservation offICe 

Ott.,.r SI:". "goney 
Foderal 1I0~r'lCY 

o Locat governmenl 
o University 
DOth,r 
Soecify reposito~: 
-Bureau of Archaeology & Historic Preser­

vation 

kreage of property approx. 6.9 acres 

It.S 18.1 10,'1J OI I-L_L ....1 -'-...L.-~ 
North1r'lg Northing 
I I I I , I II I , I I 

D See continuation shl'et 

Verbal Boundary Description 
The boundary of the Roger Williams/C. Boulden House property is as shown on 
the accompanying sketch map entitled "Roger Williams/C. Boulden House, N-3986". 

Osee continualion sheet 

Boundary JustifICation The 550' X 550' parcel that forms the historic boundary is of • sbe 
that preserves the house. outbuildings. a portion of the immediate setting. and 
any potential archaeological resources that may be associated with activity areas of 
the former farmstead. The frontage of the property has been altered through the years 
by improvements to aoute 896; the proposed boundary along this frontage follows the 
line of the existing property line. which is visually delineated in part by a row of 
evenly-spaced ahTUbs extending north hom the Osee continualiOr'l sheet 
driveway. 

11. form Prepared By 
name1tille H. H. Bowers , Architectural Historian 
organiTlIlion Louis Berger & Associates, lnv d:ltlJ March 1987 
.troet & number 100 Halsted St. IPI"phonlJ 201-678-1960 
city or lown East Orange state Ne,.. Jersey til' eode 07019 
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SEE PLATES 10 THROUGH 14 FOR
 
PHOTOGRAPHS OF THE WILLI~MS/BOULDEN HOUSE
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United State. Department of the Interior 
National Park Service 

National Register of Historic Places 
Registration Form 
TIlls tonn II for ... IIIIlC1111liNt1ng Of ~UMtIng d.cennln8t1ona Of elIgIbIfIly for lndMdual propert... Of dlltrtc:ll. See InItructlona In ~. 
lot CoIIlpltttIQ HllIoMI ~ FofrM (National RegIltII' 810111e<<In 1'). CompIetI HCh Item by martdng ..... In thl approprIall bol Of by "'Ilring 
.. ~lCIlnlonnlllion.If 8n Item doll ncJ' IQPIl' 10 !hi ~ bIIng docurnemd, .er "N/A" lor "no« tppIIclble." For functionl,ltyIII, mallrlal., 
end .... of IlgnlflCancl, enter only tI'II cat.... and aubcat~lIMed In thllnltructlona. For eddillonal ~ UN c:ontll1Ulllion thill' 
(Farm 1CH1OOa). T)'PI .. entriII. 

,. Name of Property 
hiatorIc name Cann Farmstead 
other names/lite number Cann. James. HQuu/N-3977 

2. Location o not for publication 
WvlclnltyCl1Y' town 

".te Delaware code DEL county New Castle code 003 zip code 

3. CI•••lflcatlon 
Ownerahip of Property Category of Property Number of Retour,el within Property 

I9prtvate o bullding(s) Contributing Noncontributingo publlc-local fH9 diltrict !) buildings 
o publlc-5tate Dille _-:--_ .Ites o public-F!dera' ltructure s= / .tructures 

___objectsobject 
/ r2 I Total 

Name of ,.Iated multiple property lilting: Number of contributing resources previously 
Hated In the National Register ........Q'-- _ 

B

• State/Feder.I Agency Certification 

As the designated authority under the National Historic PreHrvatlon Act of 1966, as amended, I hereby certify that this o nomination 0 request for determination of eligibility m..ts the documentation standards for registering propertIes In the 
Nationa' Regl"er of Historic Places and m..ts the procedural and profeulona' reqUirements lit forth In 36 CFR Part 60. 
In my opinion, the property Omeeta Ddoes not ,""t the National Register criteria. Os.. continualIon ."..1. 

Slgnatln of certilylng olflCla' Dlle 

Slall Of Fedlrar agencY and bu,.au 

In my opinion, the property O,""ts 0 does not meet the National Register criteria. 0 Set contlnualion .heel. 

86gnalln of commenting or other official Dlle 

Slall Of Federal agency and w.au 

5. N.tlonal Park Service CertIfication 
I. hereby, certify that thll property's: 

o .ntered In the National Regllter, 
OSee contlnualion ...... o ~ermlned efiglbfe lor the Nallonal 
Register, OSee continuation .tlMt. o determined not eligible for the 
Nationa'Register. 

a
removed from the National Register.
 
other, (explain:) _
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6. Function or Use 
Historic Functions (enter categories from instructions) Current Functions (enter categories from instructions) 

Domestic/Single Dwelling Domestic/Single Dwelling 
. Agriculture/Agricultural Outbuildings 

7. Description 
ArchilCl:lural Classification Materials (enter categories trom inlitruclions) 
(entl:lr categories from instructions) 

foundation ...;s:..:t:..:o;..:n:.:e~ _ 
Other: Hall-parlor I house walls __..:b~r-=i..:c..:.:k~ _ 

stucco 
roof __-8::..:::.sP!:.ha:.=1::.;t=-----­ _ 
other __.lIlw.lo!,o.:::,o:::,d _ 

concrete 

Describe present and historic physical apptlarance. 

The Cann farmstead 
Route 896 and north of the New 
right-of-way. The agricultural 

occupies 
Castle and 
complex 

an area lying 
Frenchtown 

includes a 

west of 
Railroad 
dwelling 

located near the railroad right-of-way, plus fifteen out­
buildings lying northwest and north of the house. The house is 
set off from the outbuildings by unpaved lanes that enclosed the 
house ·yard", which is further defined by fencing and con­
centration of large coniferous trees on the north side. 

The farmhouse, which was largely completed prior to 1835, is com­
posed of three side-gable single-pile units arranged in li near 
fashion and oriented to face south. The largest unit, 
on the east end, is a two-story stuccoed brick block with hall­
parlor plan and rectangular brick chimneys rising out of each 
gable end walL The front and rear elevations are irregularly 
fenestrated, with four symmetically arranged openings on the 
first story and three on the second. In the two center bays of 
the facade are entrances framed with paneled reveals and beaded 
surrounds, opening directly into the ·hall" and parlor". At the 
southwest corner is an exterior bulkhead entry to the cellar, 
which is completely below grade. Across the facade is a hipped 
roofed porch on a concrete slab with wooden Tuscan Doric columns. 

The middle unit, also of stuccoed br ick, is also two stor ies 
high, but with floor levels slightly below those of the eastern­
~ost unit. This middle section is two-bays wide, with an exterior 
entrance, and contains one original room on each floor. The depth 
of this section has been increased through a two-story frame 
extension on the rear which contains a passage and stair. The 
third, westernmost, section of the house is two stories high, 
and, although two-bays wide, is wider than the middle section. It 
is of timber frame construction with scalloped asbestos wall 
shingling, and roof extended as a ·catslide" to just above the 
first floor windows on the north side. The roofs of all three 
sections have been recently recovered with composition shingles, 
and earlier window sash replaced with 1/1 sash. 

132 C8J See continuation sheet 
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The interior is arranged, as the exterior suggests, as a series 
of rooms opening directly into one another, rather than oriented 
around a center passage. The house retains a variety of 
noteworthy interior features, including an enclosed winding stair 
beside the easternmost chimney, a Federal-style mantelpiece in 
the first floor" room of the central section, deep window reveals 
wi th simple moldings, and wide paneled doors wi th box locks. 

The first floor fireplaces in the east section 
have been remodeled in the 20th century with brick mantelpieces, 
and are no longer functional. The kitchen area in the west sec­
tion has been moved to the rear (north) in order to accommodate 
an enclosed porch within the south wall plane. Alterations of 
these kinds, however do not diminish the high level of physical 
integrity that characterizes this dwelling overall. 

The outbuildings of the Cann farmstead are arranged in rec­
tilinear fashion extending north and west of the house. Many of 
these wood frame structures appear to date from the last-quarter 
of the 19th century, in several instances with early 20th century 
alterations consistent with the property's evolution as a diary 
farm. Among structures located directly northwest of the house 
are a garage with lean-to side extensions, a privy, poultry house 
and a large gable-roofed crib barn with a very low earthen ramp 
leading to a gable-end entrance. "North of the 
farm lane running west from the road to the fields are a hog 
house, several small corncribs, a six-bay machine shed and 
another poultry shed. Northernmost in the complex are two large 
barns set perpendicular to one another and connected by a corru­
gated metal shed in a L-shaped arrangement. Both appear to have 
been originally built as all-timber structures, altered in the 
20th century through reconstruction of the ground levels in 
concrete cement block for dairy purposes. One barn has been clad 
in asbestos shingling on three sides, while the other retains 
vertical plank siding on the upper levels of all four walls. 

The former barn has a concrete floor and pipe 
stanchions for milking. The ground level of the latter barn is 
divided into a series of animal pens. 

The property is no longer a ·working" farm, although the current, 
non-resident owner appears to keep the surrounding acreage under 
cultivation. 
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C'!ll,:;(iIlQ O::ICI<l1 lias LvnSlden:d Ihe sillnilicance 01 this p1oper1y in reiallon to other properties: o nationally 0 statewide L8:!locally 

Applicable National Register Criteria 0 A 0 B Ulc D 0 

Criteria Considerations (Exceptions) 0 A 0 B 0 C DoDE D F D G 

Areas of Significance (enter categories from instructions) Period of Sipnificance SignifiCllnt Dates 
Architecture c. 1770-1830 

c. 1880-1940 

Cultural Affiliation 
N/A 

Significant Person Architec:VBuilder 
N/A Unknown 

State Significance of property, and justify criteria, criteria considerations. and areas and periods of significance noted above. 

The Cann farmstead is significant under National 
Register Criterion C. The farmhouse is an outstanding example of 
vernacular domestic architecture in Pencader Hundred. Its 
adherence to traditional, pre-Georgian, norms is clearly 
illustrated by the linear massing of units, the direct connection 
of one room to another, and the provision of an exterior access 
for each first floor room. As such, the house is an important 
structural artifact of building traditions that beginning in the 
late 18th century were swiftly abandoned by builders of even 
modest dwellings, in favor of the formalized Georgian arrangement 
of rooms around a center passage (see Glassie 1972). The east 
section combines the four-bay facade, with centered pair of 
entries associated with the ·Pennsylvania German" house type (cf. 
Glassie 1972: 41-42), with a three-bay treatment of the second 
story. This results in a peculiarly local facade treatment that 
is found in at least one other nearby instance (although with 
only one entrance): the Roger Williams (Charles Boulden) house a 
short distance to the south. Retention of early interior 
features (winding stair, woodwork, Federal mantelpiece) also 
contribute to the importance of this dwelling in the architec­
tural history of the area. 

The agricultural and domestic outbuilding may be considered 
contributing elements, as they represent the continuing viability 
of the property as an agricultural unit through the 19th and 20th 
centuries. The crib barn, with its gable-end entry and low 
eart.hern ramp, in a good example of this particular building 
type. Conversion of 19th century multipurpose barns to the speci­
lized requirements of "modern" dairying is a prominent theme in 
this area's agricultural hist.ory, one well illustrated by the two 
large barns extant within the complex. Retention of a variety of 
other structures further enhances the ability of this property to 
convey a sense of time and place. 

~ 5ef' continuation sheet 
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The history of the Cann farmstead has been 
traced to 1835-6, when the estate of William Cann was surveyed by 
order of the Orphans' Court and partitioned among Cann's heirs. 
At the time of his death, Cann owned three lots -near~ Glasgow, 
plus six farm tracts in Pencader Hundred totalling 690 acres (NCC 
Orphans Court Records, 01/94). Pursuant to the partition, the 
land was resurveyed to create tracts of approximately equal value 
(NCC Orphan's Court Records, 01/104-7). To William Cann's widow, 
Ann went one tract of 36 acres, with two brick dwellings, in the 
northwest corner of the Newark Road/railroad intersection, plus 
another tract of 113 acres with a dwelling on the opposite side 
of the road. The southeast quadrant of this intersection con­
tained the Cann -mansion farm,- which according to the valuation 
contained an -old house- of frame and log construction, plus two 
log tenements. From the map of the partition, it is shown that 
the two brick sections of the Cann farmhouse were present at the 
time it was granted to Ann Cann as the widow's life interest in 
her husband's estate. Following the partition, Ann Cann released 
her right in the land to her oldest son, James, who had been 
assigned the -mansion farm- (NCC Deeds DIO/170). Following her 
death, the dower tracts descended to her three sons, James, 
Richard T. and Thomas M. Cann, and to Andrew Eliason by right of 
his wife, Lydia Ann Cann. The latter three subsequently released 
thei r rights in the property to James Cann, but in 1872 James 
conveyed the dower tracts to his brother Richard T. Cann, then of 
Red Lion (NCC Deeds D10/170). Richard Cann left the farm to 
Thomas A. Cann at his death in 1907, and the latter conveyed the 
farm to Walter E. Cann in 1932. The farm was sold out of the 
family by walter Cann in 1947. 
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New Castle County Deeds, Wills and Orphans' Court Records, aall of Records, Dover. 
Glassie, Henry, "Eighteenth Century Cultural Process in Delaware Valley Folk Building," 

Winterthur Portfolio 1, pp. 29-51 (1912). 

Pr8Yiou8 documentation on file (NPS):o preliminlllY determination of individual lisling (36 CFR 67) 
has been requested 
previously Iisteet in the "'!at;cmal Register 
previously determined eligible by the National Register 
~slgnaled a National Historic Landmark 
recorded by HiStoric American Buildings ~ SUrvey, _ 

o recorded by Historic American Engineering 
Record ,	 _ 

o See continuation sheet 

Primary location or additional data: 
~ State hi-tl)l'ic preservation oHice o Other Stale agency o Federal agency o Local governmento Universityo Other 
Specify repository: 
Bureau	 of Archaeology & Historic Pres­

ervation 

10. Geographieal Data 
AcrNge of property approx. 8.2 acres 

Il'I,311,~I»! 11
0 1 B LLJ 1 1 I I I 1 I 

Northing Zone Easting Northing 

I I I I I I ! 1 o LLJ I I I I I I I I 

o see continuation sheet 

V.rba1	 BoundalY Description 
The boundary of the Cann farmstead is as shown on the accompanying sketch map 
entitled "Cano Farmstead, N-3991." 

o See continuation sheet 

Boundary Justification The boundaries proposed for this property enclosed a tract that is of a size 
to preserve the house, outbuildings, a portion of the immediate setting, and any potential 
archaeological resources that may be associated with activity areas of the farmstead. The 
road frontage of the property has been altered through the years by improvements to Route 
896; the proposed boundary along this frontage follows the line of the existing right-of­
vay. which 1s Visually delineated. in part, bu a portion of the wood and wire fence. The 
aouth boundary of the property corresponds to ~e continuation sheet 

11. Form Prep.red By 
name/Ii". M.H.Bowers, Architectural Historian 
or;anization Louis Berger & Associates. Inc. 
atr..t & number 100 Halsted Street 
city or lown East Orange 

date March 1981 
telephone 201-618-1960 
atate New Jersey zip CodeD1019 
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the north edge of the New Castle and Frenchtown Railroad right-of-way, from 
which the farmstead (then part of a larger tract) was set off in the partition 
of 1836. The west and north boundaries are drawn 200 feet west and north. 
respectively, from the westernmost and northernmost stuctures in the complex. 
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· SEE PLATES 15 THRODGH 24 FOR 
PHOTOGRAPHS OF THE CANN FARMSTEAD 
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United States Department of the Interior 
National Park Service 

National Register of Historic Places 
Registration Form 
TItII IDrm II lor UN In nomlnallng or ~Ing ctet.,.,.,..1oM or ellglbIlltr lor individual prapertln or dlItrteta.... InIlructlonl In GcMMINr*" ~1Ing Nirtonal RegIItw Forma (NlllOnaI RegIltII' Bulletin 111). ~I eecI\ "'"' by marking ..... In the appropMII box or by ""Irlng 
... ,..,...ed information.• en .-"\..not epply eo 1M ~ being doCUIMnCed, ""11' "N/A" lor "not ~."For tunctiont.lI't'M. ""I.nall. 
end .... or lignlflcance, emil' only ,tie callgOriM and IUbcallgOriM bled In IhI In8lructloM. For -'dIUonal Ipece UN c:onllnuetiorl ","II 
(Form 10«l0a). Type ell em"". 
1. Neme of Property 
historic name Lynch, Evan, House 
other Mmwslte number N-3976 

2. Locellon 
atreet & number Route 896, 400' south of U.S. 40 Westbound o not tor publication 
city, town Newark Wvlcinity 
at.te Delaware code DEL county New Castle code 003 zip codel97 02 

3. CI•••lflcalion 

B
Owne..-hip of Property C.tegory of Property Number ot Aeeources within Property 

pttvate ~ bulldlng(s) Contributing Noncontributing 
public-local o district 1 buildings 

___ litespubllc-St.te Oltte 
___structuresD publlc.federal	 Ollructure 
___objecISOob)ect 
___Total 

Name of related multiple property listing:	 Number ot conlrlbullng resource. previously 
listed In the N.tlonal Aeglster _..:0:..-__ 

• StetelFederal Aaency certification 

Aa the designated authority under the National Historic Preserv.tion Act ot 1966, u amended, I hereby certify that this 
D nomln.Uon 0 request for determln.tlon ot eligibility meets the doc:ument.tion st.ndards tor regillering properties In the 
National Register of Historic PI.ces .nd meets the procedur.' .nd professional requirements set lorth In 36 CFA P.rt 60. 
In my opinion, Ihe property 0 meets 0 does not meet the National Aegister crlterl•. 0 Set continuaUon IhHI. 

Signature or cenlfylng offICial Dall 

Slall or Flderal avency and bureau 

In my opinion, the property 0 meets 0 does not meet the Nation.' Register criteria. 0 Set continualiOn -'*'1. 

Btgnalure of commenUng or other official Dala 

..... or FlderaJ agency .nd burlau 

I. National Park Service Certification 
I, hereby, certify thaI this property is: 

o entered In the N.tlonel Aeglster. 
OSee contlnuetlon ...,.o determined eligible for 1M Natlon.1 
Aegistel'. Os- continuation ","I. o determined not eligible for the 
National Aeglster. 

Bremoved trom the National Aeglster.
 
other, (explain:) _
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5. Function or Use 
Historic Functions (ente'! cateQ.ories from instructions) Current Functions (enter categories from instructions)

Domestic Sing~e Dwelling Domestic/Single Dwelling 

7. Deacrlptlon 
Architectural Classification 
(enter categories from Instructions) 

Other: I-House 

Materials (enter categories from Instructions) 

foundation concrete 
walls alumInum 

roof 

other 
asphalt _ 

_ 

Describe present and historic physical appearance. 

The Evan Lynch house is located on the east side of Route 896 approximately 
450 south of the intersection of Route 896 and ~estbound U.S. 40. It is 
sited close to the roadway on a narrow lot. To the north is a gas/service 
station, to the east a scrapyard and trailer park, and to the south, scattered 
residences. Across Route 896 are another gas station, the Peoples Mall, 
and an office building. 

The house is a wood frame structure, clad with wide aluminum siding over 
asbestos shingling. It is set nearly at-grade without a basement, 
supported on concrete block footings along the north side and rear. The 
massing consists of a two-story, side-gable single-pile main block with 
a one-story gabled rear ell which has been expanded with a second one­
room unit on the east end. The roof of the main block is clad with 
composition shingling, while that of the ell retains wood shingles. Both 
units have narrow eaves which at the gable ends are flush with the wall 
plane. 

The facade of the house is arranged with two windows at each story and 
an off-center entry sheltered beneath a metal awning. Each of the side 
walls has one centered first floor window and a small window for attic 
illumination. Most window openings are fitted with 6/6 wooden double 
hung sash in flat surrounds with drip shelves. A short brick chimney 
with corbelled cap is set on the main roof ridge slightly to the south 
of center. A second chimney is located toward the gable end of the kitchen 
ell. A shed-roofed porch with square wood posts and plank floor is inserted 
into the angle formed by the main block and ell. 
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Certifying olh\:.ial has considered the significance of this property in relation to other properties: 

o nalionally Dltatewide 0 locally 

Applicable National Register Criteria tijA 0 B 0 cOO 

Criteria Considerations (Exceptions) 0 A 0 B 0 cOO 0 E 0 FOG 

Areas of Signlfieance (enter categories from Instructions) Period of SignifICance Significant Dates 
ComIilerce e.•. 1875-90 

Cultural Affiliation 
N/A 

Significant Person ArchitecVBuilder 
N/A unknown 

State algnifte:anc8 of property, ~ justify criteria, criteria considerations. and areas and periods Of significance noted above. 

Although altered by application of artificial siding and lack of visual 
context. the Lynch house is one of the very few wood frame structures 
remaining to associate with Glasgow's 19th century history as a crossroads 
hamlet and local service center. Although lacking clear architectural 
importance, the house has local associational significance. in that it 
is in effect a structural artifact of Glasgow's past, and in particular 
of the row of "artisan entrepreneurs" to in the later 19th century 
plied their trades from dwellings and shops situated on the east side 
of the Newark Road (Route 896) below the New Castle and Frenchtown 
Turnpike (U.S. 40). Historic maps of Glasgow indicate that most occupants 
of this "row" were blacksmiths and wheelwrights. such as John Thornton 
and George Biggs. Of these, only the residence of Glasgow's shoemaker, 
Evan Lynch, remains to represent the work of artisans and craftsmen who, 
with hoteliers and merchants, contributed to the Viability of Glasgow 
from its late 18th century beginnings as a tavern stop known as Aiken 
Town. As such, the Lynch house may be interpreted as locally significant 
under Criterion A, for its functional association with this long-lived 
Pencader Hundred crossroads community. 

Based on extrapolation from historic maps. the house corresponds to one 
of two structures present at this location in 1868 under the occupation 
of Nicholas Adams. Subsequent maps and area directories associate the 
property with Evan W. Lynch, who was listed in the directories for 1875 
and 1888 as Glasgow's shoemaker. 

o Set' continuation sheet 143 
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Baist, G. William. Atlas of the State of Delaware. G. William Baist, Philadelphia, 

1893. 
Hopkins, C.H. & Co. Map of New Castle County, Delaware. G.H. Hopkins & Co., 

Philadelphia, 1881. 
Delaware State Directories: Boyd (1874-5), Ferris Bros. (1888). 
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PI'OYious doeumt'nlation on filp (NPS):

o preliminary determinlliion of individual lisling (36 CFR 67) Primarv location of additional data: 
I hall been requested l&l StAlP. historic preservation oHice 
o previously li510d in the Nlttional Rep;sler o Olh,.r State agency o previou~ly detormined eligible by the National Register D Federal aQency 
o designated I NlltiOnai Historic Landmark o Local government 
Drec:orded by Historic American BUildings o Universily
I SUI'Y'eV " _ DOther 
D recorded by Historic American Engineering Specify repOsitory: 

Bureau of Archaeology & Historic Preserva­
I Record ,,---------------- ­ tion 

10. Ge99,ephical Data 
Acreage of property less thin one 

1"7',318"/319,0 PI B LLJ I I I I I I I I I I II I I I 

Northing Zone Easllng Northing 

I I I I I ! I I D l...LJ I I I I ! I I I I I I I II I 

o See continuation shePl 

Verbal Boundary Description 
The boundary of the Evan Lynch house is described as Parcel 78 on Hap No. 26 
of the set of IIlaPS entitled "Property Map, New Castle County, Delaware," 
issued by the Department of Finance. New Castle County. Delaware. The lines 
of this parcel are ind icated on the accompanying sketch map entitled "Evan 
Lynch House. N-3976." 

o See continuation sheet 

----------------------------------~~---_._-
Boundary Justification The proposed boundaries correspond to those of the legal parcel. The 

property 1s evaluated as significant for the associational qualities of the house, 
which is the only standing structure on the lot. The parcel boundaries do not 
exclude any features that contribute to the property's importance. 

o See continuation sheet 

11. Form Prep.'ttd 8l.~=~-~~~~~~~~~~:;_:_:~----------------
namellitl. M.H.)owers Architectural historian 
organi7l'lion Louis Berger & Associates. Inc. dRle _.:..Ma....;;.;;.r_c.;..h'll;1,,9~8..7,....,,1I"""'1rn...;;_----­
street & number 100 Halsted Street t,.I"'phone ...........;:2..,;;0,.;:1_-..::6,;..7.:,.8_-1:;;..:..9,;..60.:...---;",,~~_ 
city or town East Orange IItate New Jersey lip code07019 
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SEE PLATES 26 AND 27 FOR
 
PHOTOGRAPHS OF THE EVAN LYNCH HOUSE
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United State. Department of the Interior 
National Park Service 

National Register of Historic Places 
Registration Form 
TNlIorm II lor '1M In nomll\8tl"O or NqUMtlng determinatIoN of ellglblilty lor lndMdual propertln or dlltrtctl. 8M instructIoN In ~. 
lor CclfftPIttinO Naflottellteglatar Fonna (Nallonal Ragiller Bulletin UII. CompIeta HCh Itam by marking ..... In Iha appropriala boll or by enlar1ng 
IN ~ed Intonnatlon. If .... Item don nat -'r 10 the pt'OJ*ty beI"O documenled, enter "NJA" tor "nat applicable." For funetlol'll,ltyIn, maleriall. 
end .,... of "gnl~. enter only "" catagor1el and aubcategoriM lI.ed In "" lnatruc:tiona. For 8ddlllonal IP8Cla UN continuation ,,*1' 
(Form 1~1· Type .. entrtaa. 

1. H.tne 0' Property 
hlItoric name the Hermitage 

2. Locmlon 
.r..t & number U.S. Route 40, east of Delaware Route 896 o not for publication 

!!!Y. town Newark Wvlclnlty 
"ate Delaware code DEL county New Castle code 003 zip code1970~ 

3. CI.ulflc.tlon 
OwM~ip of Property Category of Property Number of Resourcel within Property 

~rtvate o bulldlng(l) ConL,butlng Noncontrlbu1ing 
publlc-local ~ district ,a. buildings 

.BpubllceState §Ilte I Ines 
o publlc-Federal Itructure ;; S . 1/ Itructure, 

object ---........._ objectl

.30 /3 Total 

Name of related multiple property lilting: Number of contribuling relOurces previously 
lilted In the National Regilter _0.;.... _ 

4. State/Federal Agency CertifIcation 

AI the designated authority under the Naliona' Historic Preservation Act of 1966, as amended. I hereby certify that this o nomInation D requelt for determination of eligibility meets the documentation standards for registering properties In the 
National Regllter of Hlltorlc Places and meetl the procedural and professional requirements set forth In 36 CFR Part 60. 
In my opinion, the property D meet, D doel not mHt the National Register criteria. D See continuation lheel. 

SIgnature of cerUtyIng official Oala 

Stal. or Fed.,.. evaneY and bur.au 

In my opinion, the property 0 meetl D does not mHt the National Register criteria. 0 See conllnualion atIMl. 

8Ignat.... of commantIng or ather ofllclal Oala 

&tat. or ~ -oencY and bureau 

I. Hatlon.1 P.rk Service certifIcation 
I, hereby, certify INt thll property II: 

Oentered In the Natlona' Register. o 8M contlnIMIlon 1hRt. o cs.termlned eligible for the National 
Regllter. 0 See contlnuatlon "'t. o determIned not eligible for the 
National Regllter. 

aremoved from the National Regllter.
 
other, (explain:) _
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6. Function or Ur.e 
Histone Functions (tlnter categories from instructions) Current Funchons (enter categories from instructions) 

Domestic/Single Dwelling Domestic/Single Dwelling 
riculture/Animal Facilit Agriculture/Agricultural Outbuilding 

Agriculture Agricultural OUtbuilding 

7. Description 
Architectural Classification 
(e"tltr categories 'rom instructions) 

Materials (enter categories from instructions) 

foundation __......>:.c~on~c~r~e::.:t:..:e::...- _ 
Other: I-House walls -:v::.:e:::.:!a.:..lt:.:-h:.::e:.!:.r~b::.:o.lit.a.Lrd~ _ 
Greek Revival brick 

rool --=m:.:;e:.:t.::a""'l _ 
other _ 

Describe present and historic physical appearance. 

The property known as the Hermitage is an agricultural complex of 
over 30 buildings situated on the north side of U.S. Route 40 
east of Pencader cemetery in Glasgow. Cultivated fields lie adja­
cent to the complex on the east and west. Some 250 feet to the 
north is a large office complex associated with the DUPont 
Glasgow Site, which corporation has since 1966 been the owner and 
operator of the farmstead. 

The core of the farmstead is sited approximately 450' back from 
the highway, approached by a long unpaved drive lined with mature 
coniferous and deciduous trees. The drive forks 
of the farmhouse, and the fork is marked with 
holly trees. 

directly in front 
a pair of mature 

The farmhouse, built in the 
I 

second quarter of the 19th century,
is the oldest in the complex. Directly of thisstructure west 
house are two tenant houses appearing to date from the late 19th 
and early 20th centuries. The principal agricultural outbuildings 
are located in two ranges consisting chiefly of dairy barns and 
associated structures lying northeast of the farmhouse. Northwest 
of the farmhouse, are two parallel ranges of machine sheds and 
other structures that have been erected under DuPont or moved by 
the corporation from other properties in its possession. The 
current function of the complex as a whole is to farm the unde­
veloped tracts owned by Dupont and to provide maintenance for the 
expansive grounds of the corporation's Glasgow Plant. 

The farmhouse is constructed of brick, clad with roughcast stucco 
and painted yellow, on a full, slightly raised brick basement. 
The massing consists of a 2i story, side gable single-pile main 
block with a full-height projecting rectangular pavilion at 
center rear and a two-story gabled roofed ell to which has been 
added a l-story slant-roofed frame kitchen unit. The standing­
seam metal roofs have molded cornices with partial returns. 
Stuccoed brick chimney stacks are located within each gable end. 
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The farmhouse facade is symmetrically divided into three bays 
with center entrance and small ·eyebrow· windows at attic level. 
Window openings have wood lintels and sills: the lintels on the 
facade feature square, unmolded corner blocks. In addition, 
facade windows have shutters on the first story, and louvred 
shutters on the second and attic stories. Most windows in the 
brick portions are fitted with 6/6 wooden double hung sash. The 
main entrance has a paneled door set within a broad, flat 
surround. A wooden veranda with Tuscan Doric columns is built 
across the west and south elevations, extended as a porte-cochere 
off the east side. The entire west side of the porch has been 
fully enclosed, but the original columns remain. 

The interior of the main block is arranged according to the 
Georgian I house plan, wi th a single room to either side of a 
wide stairhall. On the main floor, however, the east wall of the 
stairhall has been completely removed, and the brick bearing wall 
on the second floor is now supported on a large boxed and paneled 
beam. The mantel of the fireplace on the east wall is five feet 
high, made of flat, unmolded wooden members and ornamented only
by two styli zed scroll brackets beneath the mantel shelf. The 
fireplace opening has been largely filled in and faced with 2" x 
2- terra cotta tiles. Similar treatment has been accorded the 
dining room fireplace on the west gable end wall, which is 
smaller than that of the parlor and has a simple mantel with 
applied flat molding strips. Other interior woodwork found on 
both floors includes 6- molded baseboards, wide molded window and 
doorway surrounds with bull-eye corner blocks, and a broad open 
staircase with slender turned newel posts and spindle balusters. 
The attic level is fully finished as a series of small, simply­
appointed rooms. 

Of the rear extensions, the gable-roofed ell has been completely 
remodeled AS a recreation room and the kitchen relocated to the 
frame section on the east. The original purpose of the rec­
tangular pavilion at the center rear of the main block is not 
entirely cleaq it contains a single room on each floor, the 
upper two fitted out as bathrooms. 
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As mentioned above, the numerous outbuildings on the farmstead 
are for the most part organi led in linear ranges, each range 
distinguished to a greater or lesser degree by an identifiable 
period of construction and/or function. Directly west of the 
farmhouse is a short -range- consisting of two tenant dwellings. 
~he westernmost is a turn-of-the-century, 21 story frame house on 
a high east concrete block foundation, massed as front gable unit 
with full-height wing to the west and clad with asbestos 
shingles. Betw~en this and the farmhouse is an early 20th century 
l-story bungalow with narrow clapboards and low hipped roof 
beneath which is subsumed a broad screened porch. To the 
northeast of the bungalow is a third dwelling unit, a hipped­
roofed frame structure containing an apartment above a two-car 
garage. 

~he westernmost subarea of the Bermi tage complex (functioning 
primarily for machine and grain storage) consists of two rows of 
structures oriented to face on another across a broad drive, ter­
ainating at the west in a cluster of round corrugated metal grain 
bins and a grain elevator. The southern row is composed of a 
variety of gable- and slant-roofed detached frame structures 
including several poultry houses, machine sheds, and a mobile 
home of almost antique vintage. According to the principal 
tenant, most of these structures were moved to their present 
locations by the DuPont corporation. The north row of structures 
features two large front-gable frame buildings (one of which may 
have once been a barn or stable) connected by low corrugated­
metal roofed sheds, one of which shelters a row of grain bins. 

The north subarea of the farmstead consists of two ranges of 
structure5 flanking the lane leading to the DuPont Glasgow Plant. 
On the west side of the lane is a very long side-gable single 
story structure clad entirely in corrugated sheet metal on cinder 
block and concrete slab foundations; this structure is used as a 
maintenance and repair shop. On the east side of the lane are 
three gambrel-roofed diary barns from the first quarter of this 
century. The northernmost two have wood shingle roofs, drop 
siding, 9-light s1.n91e sash hinged at the bottom, double-leaf 
sliding ground floor and hayloft doors, and concrete milking 
floor with pipe stanchions and rows of metal columns which sup­
port I-beams carrying the lofts. The third, by far largest, dairy 
barn is 20 bays long, with a standing-seam gambrel roof, shed 
dormers, timber-framed loft level clad in drop siding, and ground 
level of cast concrete block, the textured outer face of which 
has a red-brown glaze. The same material is utilized in the two 
tall silos and small gable-roofed structures attached to either 
side of the main barn structure, the ground floor of which 
features a concrete floor, metal columns and I-beams, and pipe 
atanchions. . 
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The east subarea of the farmstead consists of two barns, con­
nected by a long machine she~ open on the south si~e. The 
easternmost barn is a wood framed structure with composition 
shingle gambrel roof, drop siding and concrete floor. The west 
barn is a gable roofed structure, the walls of which are painted
brick with timber framing above. The concrete floor of the lower 
level is accessed from the north end, as the floor at the south 
end is below grade. This barn is a modified "bank" type, the 
upper level reached by an earthen ramp leading to a gable-roofed
-bridge" that encloses the entrance to the drive floor on the 
west side. 

Most of the structures 1n the Hermitage complex are in good to 
excellent condition, although many, including the barns, are no 
longer in use. 
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o nationally 0 statewide !Sllocally 

Appllcablfll N"Iional Rf'gister Criteria 0 A 0 B ~ cOO 

Criteria Considerations (Ellceptions) 0 A 0 B 0 cOO 0 E 0 FOG 

Ateas of SignlflC8nce (enter categories from instructions) Period 01 Significance Significant Oates 
. Architecture c. 1840 

c. 1920 

Cultural Affiliati9n 
N/A 

Significant Pe~,,~ Archit~B~ , 

State significance of property, and justify criteria, criteria consideralions, and areas and periods of significance "oted above 

The farmstead known as the Hermitage is locally significant under 
National Register Criterion C. The Frazer house embodies 
distinctive characteristics of the Georgian 1 house form which 
was a dominant theme in the rural domestic architectural tradi­
tion of northern and middle Delaware from its introduction in the 
later 18th century through the extensive rebuilding of the agri­
cultural landscape that began in the second quarter of the 19th 
century (Glassie 1972:37~ Berman, in press: 145-46). Essentially
vernacular in concept, the house does not display obvious attri­
butes of popular style, although the attic-level "eyebrow- win­
dows suggest the influence of the Greek Revival on the builder. 
The early 20th century remodeling of the house resulted, on the 
exterior, in construction of an expansive columned porch that 
while somewhat elaborate against the relative simplicity of the 
facade was a common feature in this "Colonial Revival" period. 

The associated agricultural complex derives its character and 
significance under Criterion C through its development as a large
scale dairy operation in the first De~ades of the 20th century.
The great expansion of the dairy industry, a major theme in 
northern and middle Delaware's late 19th and early 20th century 
agricultural history, is illustrated by the substantial new barns 
and silos erected at the Bermi tage in order to partake of this 
development. These structures provide excellent example of a form 
of agricultural "rebuilding- that occurred in order to adapt tra­
ditional mixed (grain and livestock) farms to the operational and 
sanitary requirements of large scale commercial dairying in the 
early 20th century. 
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In additional to the architectural elements, certain landscape 
features contribute to the significance of the Hermitage. The 
long U50') unpaved drive from U.S. 40 is carefully ornamented 
with a line of mature conifers on the west and mature deciduous 
trees on the east. At a wye directly before the house, this allee 
terminates in a pair of mature holly trees that flank the walk to 
the front entrance of the farmhouse. The formality of this 
designed landscape provides an effective introduction to the sym­
aetry of the farmhouse facade and the neoclassical columned 
veranda. 

The history of this property has been traced to 1783, when 
William Thompson, a farmer in Pencader Hundred, acquired a 
·plantation and premises· of approximately 137 acres from John 
Bowen (NCC Deeds E3/2l8). The tract remained in the Thompson 
family until 1836, when Daniel and Letitia Thompson sold it to 
John Frazer, then of New Castle Hundred (NCC Deeds, E5/130). 
Frazer, who named the property the Hermitage (Beers 1868) is 
presumed to have been responsible for construction of the 2j 
story brick dwelling present on the farmstead today. 

John Frazer died ·on his farm· in 1887 (Runk 1899:342), leaving 
a $3000 debt that remained unsettled until his farm was sold to 
Theodore Crawford at a Sheriff's sale in 1894 (NCC Deeds L16/S9). 
In 1896-7, the farm passed through several owners before being 
acquired by William D. Howell of St. Georges Hundred (NCC Deeds 
N17/32S). The farm may have been operated by tenants, as William 
and his wife, Sallie, were listed in Mill Creek Hundred at the 
time they sold the farm to Mary J. Howell in 1905 (NCC Deeds 
E20/57). The following year, the Howells conveyed the Hermitage 
to Edwin Armstrong of Pencader Hundred (NCC Deeds A2l/77) who 
sold it to William H. Armstrong in 1911 (NCC Deeds E23/37l). In 
1915, the farm was Bold to John Wirt Willis, who in 1913 had 
acquired over 260 acres adjacent to the Frazer farm from heirs 
of the 19th century Clark estate to the north (NCC Deeds H25/583: 
L24/75). Under Willis' ownership, the Hermitage farm appears to 
have been substantially developed as a large dairy operation, 
with construction of new dairy barns, renovation of existing 
structures and remodeling of the Frazer farmhouse. In 1942, when 
Willis .old his Pencader Hundred holdings to Peter and Elizabeth 
Zei tler, the property included a ·large mansion house, tenant 
houses, large dairy barn, other barns, sheds, dwelling houses and 
other improvements· (NCC Deeds G43/49l). Under the Zeitlers, the 
farm (at this time over 500 acres) was incorporated as Zeitler 
Farms, Inc., from which it was sold in 1966 to the DuPont 
corporation. 154 
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Discussion of Contributing/Non-Contributing Features: 

The Hermitage complex contains over 40 buildings and structures, many 
of which are physically connected to one another in ranges. A number 
have been moved from their original locations on other properties now 
owned by DuPont, but apart from the group near Route 40, exactly 
which ones is not known, even by the principal tenants. Of the bUildings 
and structures in th2 complex, relatively few could be described as of 
"substantial size and scale"; however, the existence of a large number 
of relatively small structures is one of the dominant characteristics 
of the farmstead. This is further enhanced by the consistent use of 
certain materials (concrete foundations, standing seam metal roofs, 
wooden drop, beaded or vertical plank siding), the lavish use of "barn 
red" paint, and the conscious rectilinearity of their arrangement. As 
a result, there are few structures that clearly make no contribution to 
the character of this complex. The majority of structures may be said 
to occupy a "middle ground" in which their collective contribution far 
outweighs their contributions as individual objects in the landscape. 

Buildings and structures that may be considered key elements are the 
Frazer house (I), main dairy barn with attached silos and milk room (29,30,31), 
the two dairy barns to the north (24,25), and the bank barn (33). The land­
scaped driveway is considered a key contributing site. Other features 
of "substantial size and scale" include the two tenant houses (2,3), 
the apartment/garage (4), and the easternmost barn (35). Obviously 
non-contributing elements include the house and outbuildings near Route 40 
(39-42), the DuPont-built maintenance bUilding (22) and machine shed 
(26), and the modern grain elevator and bins (17). 

See accompanying sketch plan entitled "The Hermitage, N-3990, Site Plan", 
to which the numbers cited above refer. 
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New Castle County Deeds, W1lls and Orphans' Court Records, Hall of Records, 
Daver. 

Glass1e. Henry 
1912 "Eighteenth Century CUltural Process in Delaware Valley Folk 

Building," Winterthur Portfolio 1. pp. 29-51. 
Herman. Bernard L. 
in press Arch1tecture and Rural Life in Central Delaware 1100-1900. 

Un1versity of Tennessee Press. 
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V.tVa' Boundary Description 

The boundary of the Hermitage is a shown on the accompanying sketch map 
entitled "N-3990, The Hermitage". and on the accompanying reproduct10n of 
an aerial view entitled "The Hermitage". 

o see conlinu"lion sheet 

Boundary JustifICation The boundary proposed for the Hermitage encloses an area that is of a size 
to preserve the Frazer house, the associated agrieultural complex, a portion of the 
t.mediate setting. and any potential archaeological resources that may be associated with 
historic activity areas of the farmstead. On the north, a lane adjacent to a storage lot 
aarking the effective edge of the DuPont Glasgow Plant is located approximately 250 feet 
DOrth of the northernmost structure in the complex. Boundaries on east and west are 
located 200 feet from the eastern- and vestern- ii'see continuation theel 

11. form Prepared By 
nameltille M.H.Bowers, Architectural Historian 
organization Louis Berger & Associates, Inc • dille March 1987 
.,.... .. number 100 Halsted St. telephone 201-678-1960 
city or lown East Orange ___ alaI" New J er8 ey rip c:ode 07 019 
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United Stete. Depertment of the Interior 
National Park Service 

National Register of Historic Places 
Continuation Sheet 

Section number ......;;;;.;10",,---_ Page -..;;1__ 

most structural elements in the complex and 200 feet to either side of the 
outermost landscape features of the Frazer house "front yard". The southern 
boundary is located at the north edge of U.S. Route 40, to contain the entry 
to the drive, marked by low curved concrete and stone walls, and the full 
length of the tree-lined "allee". These boundaries therefore include all 
contributing features and exclude no features that contribute to the property's 
importance. 
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The Hermitage (N-3990)
 
Inventory of Structures
 

11. John Frazer House: center-hall I house of brick, with wrap-around veranda and several 
I rear extensions. 
12. Tenant house: hipped-roofed frame bungalow, brick foundation, narrow clapboarding, 
I front porch beneath main roof. 
13. Tenant house: two-story frame house on cast concrete block foundation, asbestos shingling, 
I front-gable roof with side gable, porch with battered posts on high concrete pedestals. 
4.	 Garage/apartment: two-story square hipped-roofed structure with aluminum siding; two­

car garage with small apartment above. 
15. Shed: very small side-gable frame structure on concrete slab, clad with narrow beaded 

boarding. 
6.	 Garage: three-car frame garage with beaded board siding, double-leaf folding doors, 

side-gable roof, concrete floor. 
7.	 Shop: two-level frame structure, square plan, front-gable orientation, clad in drop 

siding; square windows recessed deeply from exterior wall surface; concrete slab. 
1

8. Shed: lean-to frame shed with standing-seam metal roof, drop siding, sliding wooden 
door, concrete floor. 

9.	 Machine Shed: frame structure with standing-seam gable roof, dirt floor, front-gable 
orientation, drop siding. 

10.Trailer: metal-sheathed mobile home. 
II.Machine Shed: frame shed with dirt floor, standing seam gable roof, clapboarded. 
12.Poultry Shed: lean-to shed on concrete foundation, clapboarded, standing-seam metal roof. 
13.Poultry Shed: small frame structure on concrete block footings, beaded board siding. 
14.Concrete Foundation for Silo 
IS.Grain Bin: corrugated metal bin with standing-seam metal roof, rounded ends, on concrete 

slab; frame unit across north side with beaded board siding and concrete block footings. 
16.Shed: lean-to shed with corrugated metal walls and metal roof. 
17.Grain bins/elevator: modern grain elevator and storage bins. 
18.Shed with Grain Bins: five metal grain bins on a concrete slab beneath a long side-

gable roof; metal walls. 
19.Machine Shed: tall front-gable shed with vertical board siding, dirt floor. 
20.Machine Shed: four-bay mashine shed with sheet metal roof and rear walls. 
21.Machine Shed/stable(?): tall front-gable frame structure with hay 10ft door and beam for 

hayfork: wooden sliding doors, vertical board siding on front (south), sheet metal 
side walls. 

22.Maintenance Building: five-door shed or shop with corrugated sheet metal doors, roof 
and walls, concrete block and concrete slab footings/floor. 

23.Garage/shop: concrete block structure with standing-seam metal gable roof, two levels 
on interior; appears to have originally been a dairy barn as it still contains stanchions. 

24.Dairy Barn: frame structure with interior I-beams and metal column supports, concrete 
floor, metal milking stanchions; gambrel roof with wood shingles; drop siding. 

2S.Dairy Barn: barn basically same as No. 24. 
26.Machine Shed: five-bay machine shed with standing-seam metal roof, board and batten 

side and rear walls. 
27.Garage/shed: frame lean-to shed with drop siding, two sliding doors, metal roof. 
28.Dairy Shed: concrete block extension to main dairy barn (No. 30). 
29.Silos: a pair of glazed clay tile silos on conglomerate concrete bases. 
30. Main Dairy Barn: over 20 bays long, standing-seam gambrel roof; ground level is 

glazed concrete block, with framed 10ft level clad in drop siding. 
Jl.Milk Room: two-room gable-roofed structure with glazed concrete block walls. 
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The Hermitage (N-3990)
 
Inventory of Structures. continued.
 

32.	 Silo: silo on concrete base. of glazed tile. 
33.	 Bank Barn: gable-roofed timber-framed barn with brick ground level. vertical board 

siding; board-and-batten lean-to on east side. built-up earth ramp and bridge on 
west; concrete floor. 

34.	 Machine Shed: corrugated sheed metal and beaded board walls. concrete slab flooring • 
• etal posts. 

35.	 Barn/Stable: gambrel-roofed frame barn with drop siding. concrete slab floor. 
36.	 Storage Structure: diminutive front-gable structure of glazed concrete block on a 

concrete foundation. 
37.	 Shed: concrete block structure set below grade; door in north end. no windows. 
38.	 Electrical/Utility Shed: square one-room hipped roofed structure with drop siding. 
39.	 Shed: dilapidated frame shed. 
40.	 Shed: dilapidated frame shed. 
41.	 Garage: two~car frame garage. clapboarded. wood sliding doors. 
42.	 House: frame side-gambrel "Dutch Colonial" on concrete block foundation. 
43.	 "Gazebo": frame structure with hipped roof. concrete floor. screened between posts. 

swing hung from ceiling. 
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St. Georges Quadrangle 
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United Stat.a Department of the Interior 
National Park Service 

National Register of Historic Places 
Registration Form 
TNa IamI II .. UN In nomlMl!ftg or ,*",",1110 delermlNltlonl 0* eliOftIlllty .. lndMdue' ptOpeftIH or clIatricta. 8M lnatructlona In GlMfIIne. 
Iot~ Nanon.J 1tegIarer F«mI (National Rev'~'" 8,,"-,ln 1'). CompIMe MCh Item by _rldno "." In 1"- appropriate bel. or by enterlng 
..~ IntormaUon. " It~ daea IIOII1PP'Y kll" propany baing ~ad. ant... "NlA" lor "IlOl applicable." Few funcllanI, ltyIaI.met........ 
encI __ of 1Ign11lGa~ CIftIr IN eategorlH and aubCalegorlH llatad In IN lnIIructlont. For 8ddillonll ..-ce UN ClOntltwaIIon ahHt. 
(Form 1MOOe). Type "". 

1. Name of Propertx 
hittonc Mme District School No. 56 

2. Location 
It,..t I number Route 896 • approx. 2000' north of U.S.t.O Uno! for publication
::dtil:.!:.~town':"~=~-":'N=-e-w":a~r:;:k~::""":;~:....L...:Jt.L.:;";:'::';""'="':;';;';:~":':':;':"=';':""::':""':':":';;"";'::"-_----1Pi!vicinity 

".'e Delaware cod.DEL county New Castle c:odeOQ3 zip code /910£ 

3. CI.ultlc.tlon 
Ownel'lhlp of Property c.tegory of Property Number of ReSOUrcel wllhln Property 

prtvate ~ bulldlng(l) Conlrlbullng Noncontrlbullng 

pubUc-Ioca' DdlllrlC1 1 bulldingl 
___ Iltelpubllc>S..,e lite 
___structurespubllc-Federa/ structure ~ a
___objecllDobjecl 

~ ? To'al 
Name of ""'ed munlp'e property lilting: Number 01 contributing resourcel prtrVlously 

listed In the National Regi'ter ---lr"--__ Q

4. StatelFeder.1 Agency Certltlcatlon 

As the deslgna'ed authority under Ihe National Hlltorlc Preservation Act of 1966. a, amended. I hereby cermy 'hallhil o nomination 0 requesl lor delermlnalion of eUglblllty meell Ihe documenlation Ilandards for regillering properties In Ihe 
Na'ional Regiller of Hillorlc Placel and meel. the procedural and profe..ional requlremenll HI forth In 36 CFR Part 60. 
In my opinion, 1M property 0 meels 0 doel nol meel Ihe National Regisler crllerla. 0 See conlln",allon ahHt. 

~Iure 01 oertIf)'lI'IO officIa' Dall 

State Of Faderel agency and bureau 

In my opinion. 1M property 0 meel' 0 does not meet the NatiOnal Regllter criteria. D 8M continuallon ahHt. 

Slgnetu... 0* COft'lIMfItlno or Dt"-, official Dat. 

"'1. Of Faderal -veney and bureau 

So National Park Service certification 
I, hereby, certify that thit property ia: 

o em"" In the Nattonat Flegmer. o 8M continuation Iheet. 
Dcletermlned eligible tor the Na'ional 

RegIMer. 0 Sea continuation 1hM1. o determined not eligible tor the 
National Aegl.'er, 

B
rernoved from the National Regiller.
 
olher, (explain:) _
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SEE PLATES 28 THROUGH 36 FOR
 
PHOTOGRAPHS OF THE HERMITAGE
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6. Function or Ulie 
Hlliloric Functions (enter calegories from instruclions) Current Functions (enter categories from instruclions) 

. Education/School Social/Clubhouse 

7. D••crlptlon 
Architectural Classification 
(enter categories from instructions) 

other: one-room school 

Materials (enter categories from instruchons) 

foundation ...:b:.;r:...;i:.;c::.k:.:.... 
walls weatherboard 

_ 

roof 
other 

asphalt 
--­ _ 

Describe present and historic physical appearance. 
School No. 56 is located on the west side of Route 896, at a slight curve in 
the highway approximately ~ mile north of the Route 896/U.S. 40 intersection 
at Glasgow. It is the only structure on the small lot, which is framed by 
scrub woodland on three sides. The bUilding is set bach approximately 30 feet 
from the roadway proper, adjacent to which is a 10-foot shoulder and 8 drainage 
ditch. A low trimmed hedge grows near the front foundation; a low wire fence 
extends along the front and south edges of the schoolhouse lot. 

School No. 56 is a one-story, front-gable rectangular building of wood frame 
construction on a raised brick foundation encompassing a full base~ent. The 
exterior is clad with white-painted drop siding; the roof is covered with 
composition shingling and has narrow boxed eaves. The side and front elevations 
are each divided into three bays. Windows have flat plank surrounds with drip 
shelves and tall 6/6 wooden double hung sash. The centered entrance features 
a six-panel wooden door above which is a large two-light transom panel. A 
gable roofed porch with square posts is set on a high wood plank floor, reached 
by a set of concrete steps. On the north side, toward the rear, a brick 
chimney rises from the roof near the eave. 

The bUilding is no longer used for educational purposes, but does function 
as an occasional meeting place for a local bikers' group. The interior appears 
to retain its original one-room configuration. 

166 o See continuation sheer 



8. Shl'~m"n' of Si~"lfiCl'ln':'''
 

cer1ii;ng-olll~lal-'~~S-c~~' "~.nd the significanv-, or Ihis prop9rty-i~lion to olhm propertIes:
 
o nationally 0 statewide L8jlocally 

Applicable National Register Criteria !Xl A DB~c Do 

Criteria Considerations (Exceptions) 0 A DB Dc Do DE Do 
Areas of Significance (enter categories from Inltruc:1ions) Per~ cr9~8nifjCanCe Significant Dales 

Architecture 

Cultur...' Attiliation
N/A 

ArchitecUBuilderSignificant P~r.en unknown 

State significance of property. and justify criteria, criteria considerations, and areas and periods of significance noted above. 

School No. 56 is significant under Criteria A and C. Under Criterion A, the 
school is associated with the history of rural public education in Pencader 
Hundred. and particularly in the immediate rural community of Glasgow. which 
although never achieving more than "hamlet" status has managed to retain 
both a sense of community and a number of significant features of its past 
architectural history (recognized through the Aiken Tavern-Glasgow Historic 
District). Under Criterion C. School No. 56 retains a high level of integrity, 
continuing to display the form and basic features characteristic of rural 
educational architecture in north-central Delaware. The school's one-story. 
one-room. front-gable form is an archetype in rural school construction. 
and its original design intent and function remain immediately appreciable. 
This is particularly important since. of the three district schoolhouses 
once located on the Newark Road (Route 896) one (054) is no longer extant. 
while 057. located to the south at Howell School Road. has been extensively 
modified and subsequently damaged. 

Following passage of the Free School Act of 1829, Pencader Hundred was divided 
into five school districts numbered 54 through 58. A school was shown at the 
location of the present structure in 1849 (Rea & Price 1849) and on subsequent 
19th century maps of the area (Beers 1868. Baist 1893). The present structure 
appears to date from the late 19th or early 20th century; as such. it is an 
integral element in the continuum of rural education and rural school building 
that once begun in 1829 continued in Pencader Hundred until the second World 
War. 

o See continuation sheet 
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Baist, G. William. Atlas of the State of Delaware. G.•William Baist, Philadelphia, 
1893. 

D.W. Beers, Atlas of the State of Delaware, 1868. 
Rea, Samuel and Jacob Price. Hap of New Castle County, from Original Survey. Smith 

and Wister, Philadelphia, 1849. 
Catts,	 Wade and Kevin W. Cunningham. Archaeological Investigations at the Welsh 

Tract School, in Jay F. Custer and Kevin W. evnningham, eds. Current Research 
in the Historic Archaeology of Northern Delaware. Bulletin of the Archaeological 
Society of Delaware, No. 21, New Series, 1986. 

o See continuation sheet 
Previous dOCUmf'ntation on file (NPS):o preliminary determination of indiyidual listing (36 CFA 67) Primary location of additional data: 

h8!'1 I>ften requested tikstllto historic prl:!sefYation office 
previoU\llly 1i5tNl In the Nationat Apgister o Other State agency 
preYiously dltllumined eligible by thlt Nationat Register o Federal agency 
designated a Nfltional Historic Landmark o Local government~ '~ded by Historic American Buildings	 DUniyersily
SUMlY ,	 _ DOther o flItCOtded by Historic American Engineering Specify repository:
Record ,, _ Bureau of Archaeology & Historic Preser­

vation 
1O. G~o9raphicBI Data 
Acreage of property less than one acre 

UT.M, FWferel)~ej, 
A ~ l"7'I~$I~I8' ,0, 14 ,318' ,All Y)'-PI B L.LJ l::----'-cl ,.,-"'---lo,!....1.-"""'" 1 , I I 

Zone Easting Northing	 ZOM Easting Northing 
cl...L..J I I I I , I I I I 1 I I I I 1 o L.LJ I-I..J...I---l1'---lo,1....I.....L.-J 1 , I I 

o See continuation sheet 

Verbal Boundary Description
The boundaries of this property are those of the legal parcel, identified as parcel 
, 7 on New Castle County Department of Financ~ Property Hap No. 24. They are 
shown on the accompanying sketch map entitled "District School No. 56, N-3881." 

D	 See continulltion sheet 

Boundary Justification 
The proposed boundaries correspond to those of the legal parcel. Included within 
these boundaries is the only structure on the property plus the former school "yard". 
The boundaries exclude no features that contribute to the importance of this 
property. 

o See continuation sheet 

11. Form Prepared By 
;;;mefUlIe M.H.Bowers, Architectural Historian 
organization Louis Berger & Associates, Inc dal" __M_a_r_c_h;.;;.,..,I...9...8:.'.............,......,.,.. _ 
Ilreel • number 
city or lown East 

100 Hal s t ed 
Orange 

St. tel"phone :::,":":"--;-2:-:0::-1:--:-6_'...;8_-_1...;9_6..;O_""""l"I"'l'"l'I'T"l'I'_ 
Btate New Jersey zip code 07019 
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St. Georges Quadrangle 
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SEE PLATES 37 AND 38 FOR
 
PHOTOGRAPHS OF SCHOOL NO. 56.
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FOR~ CRS-;
CULTURAL RESOURCE SURVEY
 
LOCUS IDENTJFICATION FORM
 FOR OFFICE USE ONLY 

DELAWARE BUREAU OF CRS ,
 
ARCHAEOLOGY AND HISTORIC
 Quad

PRESERVATION
 SPO map ,
 
HALL OF RECORDS
 Hundred
 
DOVER. DELA~ARE 19901
 DOCUMENT 2~-06/7B/O~/: 

(302) 678-5314 

1. NAME OF LOCUS: DeShane-Paxon House (AGTEN) 

2. STREET LOCATION: 3159 Summit Bridge Road 

3.	 OWNER'S NAME: __Am_e_1_ia_G_r_aw TEL. , _ 

3159 Summit Bridge Rd .• Newark, :De1. 19702ADDRESS: 

4. TYPE OF LOCUS: 

d) other 

a) structure ~ b) district c) archaeological site 

_ 

5. SURROUNDINGS OF LOCUS: (check more than one if necessary) 

a) 

d) 

fallow field _x b) cultivated field x c) woodland 
I 

scattered buildings _X e) densely built up . f) other 

_ 

__ 

6. THREATS TO LOCUS: (check more than one if necessary) 

a) none known b) 20ning c) roads d) developers ___ 

e) deterioration _X f) other _ 

7. REPRESENTATION 

TlTLE: 

ON OTHER SURVEYS: 

, _ 

TITLE: , _ 

TITLE:	 , _
 

8. YOUR NAME: M.H. Bowers	 TEL.' 201-678-1960 

YOUR ADDRESS: __	 ••:....-E_a_st_O_r_an....;g:;.,.e....;,,_Ne_w_J_e_rs_e....;,y_O_70_1_91_0O_H_a_1_st_e_d_S_t....; _ 

ORGANIZATION (if any) Louis BeTger & ASSOCiates, Inc. DATE: Jan. 1987 

USE BLACK INK ONLY 
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Fol"lT1 CRS- 1 
FOR OFFICE USE ONLYCULTURAL RESOURCE SURVEY
 

STRUCTURAL DATA FORM
 

CRS #
 
ARCHAEOLOGY AND HISTORIC
 
DELAWARE BUREAU OF 

Quad
 
PRESERVATION
 SPO map iI
 

HAll OF RECORDS
 Hundred
 
DOVER. DELAWARE 19901
 DOCUMENT 20-0671870~714 
(302) 678·5314 

1. ADDRESS OF STRUCTURE 3159 Summit Bridge Road 

2. DESCRIBE THE STRUCTURE AS COMPLETELY AS POSSIBLE: 
. : : :~ :tJ:

I) Overall shape I-house with ell 
t-'_~--·I .•stories 2l.:i • Cb· • • • •bays 5 . ., .

wings 2-story kitchen ell I 

b) Structural system wood frame 

c) Foundation
 
materials cement-coated masonty
 
basement full beneath main block
 

d} Exterior walls
 
materials synthetic shingle siding
 

I' colods) gray
 

e} Roof 
shape; .at.rials gable with composition shingles 
cornice boxed, with partial returns at gable ends 
donners none 
chimney location(s) brick stove chimneys located in each interior gable 

end 
f) Windows
 

spacing mostly regular
 
type 2/2 wood double hung sash; several 6/6 at rear
 
trim narrow stock molding
 
shutters none 

g} Door 
spacing centered in west elevation; also at south side of kitchen ell 
type obscured by enclosure of porches 
trim obscured by enClosure of porches 

h} Porches
 
location(s) across front (west) and south side of kitchen ell
 
materials wood frame. plywood, tarpaper. corrugated sheet metal
 
supports studs or square wood posts
 
trim none
 

i} Interior details (if acc•••ible) not accessible 

USE BLACK INK ONLY 

SKETCH PL.AN
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~ 

B. SKETCH HAP 9. CQt1r1ENTS: 

Consider the followin9: 
Please indicate positivn of locus in relation
 
to geographical landmarks Buch as streams and
 relationship to setting
roads. :~ associated traditions or stories 

c) noteworthy features· . . . . d) comparison with others in area· . . . . . . . . . . . . 
The dwelling is set several hundred feet back from· . . . . . Summit Bridge Road at the end of a dirt lane and behind 
a modern ranch 'house. The dwelling is a two-story· . 
wood frame I-house with kitchen ell, side-gable roof, 
interior gable end chimneys, and five-bay facade. 
Appearing to date from the mid-19th century, the dwelling:N· ..... 

· . 
. . . . . . • ~\().j-~~l~ : may represent a tenant house associated with property . ·t»O~l.... owned by H.H. Paxon who in 1868 also was possessed of• • • • -6"" AIl!ItM • • • • • • 

the 18th century brick dwelling to the north (CRS No.· . . . . .' ~:til~. .. .. . .SHEa. N-3986) • The . :: house appears to be represen­· . . . .~, . . . f';/• • • • p •• • tat ive of the "Georgian I" house type with ell that• • • • • • • • • 3-' . .· . W·· 
. • • . • • • • • • • . 3­ · a_:.·rr. . _ ...." c .. was built in many rural areas of New Castle County in•• 4O'· . . . . . . . . the 19th century.. . . . . . . . . · . . . . . . . . · . . . . . . . . · . . · .·~ut.i ~o·AO • · . . · . . . . . . . . . ... . . . . . . . · . . . . . . . . . . .
 
~... . . . . . . . . . . · . . . . . . . . . .

!-":\ • • • • • • • • • •0 · .
~J! j1,

.0~· . . . . . · . . . · . . . . . . . . . . 10. Co~pr~hensi~c Planning:· . . . . a. Tin~ Period{s> 1830-1880· . . ~~ ~i.Jqoi- ~~~D: : . 
b. Cultur~l Conce~t Architecture and BUilding. . . . . · . . . . · . . . II. Evaluation: 
a. Settle~~nt & Dev~lop~ent· . . . . . · .. . b. Cultur~l Historic & Ethnic Issues. . . . . . . · . . c. Built tnvi=o~~ent· . . . . . d. Material Culture. . . . . . . . . 

~'not eli3ible 

I 3ur'Je:i: ::J=('/title OJ:erInOICATE NORTH ON SKETCH r USE BLACK INK ONLY il,"lr; lh::e/Titlc o,,!~,~ _ 

I 



--------------

3.	 CONDITION: good deteriorated __X _ 

remarks: extreme lack of maintenance evident 

4.	 INTEGRITY: a) original b) moveo _site ----­
c) if moved. when and from where 

d) list major alterations anc dates (if known) lean-to kitchen porch; 

front porch enclosedj exterior clad with artificial shingling 

5. DATE	 OF INITIAL CONSTRUCTION: approximately mid-19th century, prior to 1868 

6.	 ARCHITECT/BUILDER: - _ 

7. RELATED OUTBUILDINGS: 

a) barn b) carriage house c) garage __ d) privy _ 

e) shed ..E..- f) greenhouse __ g) shop _ h) gardens _ 

i) icehouse _ j) springhouse__ k) other _ 

describe: two small wooden sheds of indeterminate age and function 

8.	 BRIEFLY DISCUSS THE ORIGINAL AND SUBSEQUENT USES OF THE STRUCTURE. NOTE ANY 
ASSOCIATIONS WITH HISTORIC EVENTS OR PERSONS: 

Property	 on which this house is located was in 19th century a 95­
acre farm. House appears to have been built toward late middle of 
that century, under ownership of William DeShane ( 1850-67) or 
~errit Paxon (1867-early 1880's). and used as a residence for farm 
managers	 or tenants. 

9.	 Priaary Raf.r.nc•• r (includ. location of nf.rence). 
Atlases of New Castle Co •• DE: Rea & Price 1849; Beers 1868; Baist 1893. 
NCC Deeds U5/490; X5/330;L8/79. 

Jan. 1987.10.	 Surveyor: ___M_"_H_.B_o_w_e_r_s--.,;. ---- ,Date of POnD r 

USE ILACJC INK ONLY 
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CULTURAL RESOURCE SURVEY 
LOCUS IDENTIFICATION FORM 

DELAWARE BUREAU OF 
ARCHAEOLOGY AND H:STORIC 
PRESERVATION 
HALL OF RECORDS 
DOVER DELAWARE 19901 
(302) 736 . 5685 

• 
FORM CRS-2 

FOR OFFICE USE ONLY 

CRS II 
Quad 
SPO map II 
Hundred 
DOCUMENT 20-06/78/04/7 

__R_o_w TEL. II _ 

c) archaeological site 

1. NAME OF LOCUS: ..lo.(.::;DYL~G:.:::C.:.:.X)'__~(N;.;.-...;;3;..;;9.;;;.8"""'0)'__ _ 

2. STREET LOCATION: 2467 SUmmit Brid&e Road 

3. OWNER'S NAME: 

ADDRESS: __2_4_67_S_unun_i_t_B_ri_d...:;;g:-e_R_o_8_d...:,.,_N_e_w_ar_k_,__D_e1_._1_9_7_0_2 _ 

4. TYPE OF LOCUS: a) s~ructure XX b) district 

d) other _ 

5. SURROUNDINGS OF LOCUS: (check more than one if necessary) 

?oj fal lew field __ b) cultivated field c) woodland _ 

d) developers _ 

d) scattered buildings __ e) densely built up~ f) other _ 

6. THREATS TO LJCUS: (check more than one if necessary) 

a) none known ~ b) 20ning __ c) roads 

e) deterioration __ f) other _ 

7. REPRESENTATION ON OTHER SURVEYS: 

TITLE: II _ 

TITLE: I _ 

TITLE: ' _ 

8. YOUR NAME: ~H..;.,;.~H..;.' .;;..Bo;...w_e....;;.r..;;;,s TEL. , 201-678-1960 

YOUR ADDRESS: 100 Halsted St., East Orange. NJ 07019 

ORGANIZATION (if any) Louis Berger & Associates. Inc. 

USE BLACr. INK ONLY 

DATE: Mirch 1987 
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B. SKnCH MAP 9. CU~1T'lJlTS: 

Consider the followinQ: 
Please indicate positi(m of locus in relatio'! 
to geographical laadmarks such as strear;s m!d a) relationship to setting 
roads. b) associated traditions or stories 

c) noteworthy features · . . . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . d) comparison with others in area · . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. . .. ..
·....................r.....
 
This is a much-altered turn-of-the-century example of.. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .... ..........
 

.. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. ..
 I-house construction, probably built as a modest resi ­
dence in the village of Glasgow... .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. ..
 

.. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. 'l} .. .. .. .. ..
 

.. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .rv. .. .. .. .. ..
 

.. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. I. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. ..
 

.. .. u.. -s-. R~~lie" .. .. .. I' .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. 
______ I . .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. ....., ....... --­

.. .. .. .. . .. .. .. .. .. .. .. ~): : : : : : : : : : : : : :
 

.. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. ').. .. .. . .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. ..
 

.. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. ~. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. 
. . . . . . . . . . . . .
 

.. 
~. 

.. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .
 
.. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .- .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. ..
 
.. .... .. .. .. .. . .. .. .. .. .-. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. ..
 

. . . . \ . . . . .
~~1f ../' : : : : : : ..~/. ~-:3~~: : ... .. ............... ~.. .. .. .. .. ..
.. .. .. .. .. .. ·U .. .. .. .........p. . .. ...."....
 
. . . . . . .. .. .. .. . . . . . . /'" . . .. .. .. .. 
.. .. .. .. .. GAl . . . 1 .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. . . . .
 • :SU("\~, ':". • • • • • • 10. Comprehensive Planning:.. .. .. :h-"'.et3 .. .. ~6l!'IO'.oL --------..to. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. • ~lUl..~ ••••• a. Time Period(s) 1880-1940 

.. .. .. .R_tti .. .. .. .. .. .. ..• j b. Cultural Concept Architecture and BUilding
 

.. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .., .. .. .. ..
 II. Evaluation: 
a. Settlement & Development 
b. Cultural Historic & Ethnic Issues 

.. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. ..,.. .. .. .. .. .. c. Built Environment 
.. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. ..
 ~ Haterlal CuI ture 

~ not eligible 

L'atc _ ~ I'!surve y : :~.imc/Titlc

IiIDICI\T[ rlORTH or~ SKETCH I USE 3U\CI: IriK mlLY 'BAlIP: Naru!!/ritlc Oat!'
 



Fern CRS-l 
FOR OFFICE USE ONLYCULTURAL RESOURCE SURVEY
 

STRUCTURAL DATA FORM
 

CRS 1/
 
ARCHAEOLOGY AND HISTORIC
 
DELAWARE BUREAU OF 

Quad
 
PRESERVA1ION
 SPO map ,
 
HALL OF RECORDS
 Hundred
 
DOVER, DELAWARE 19901
 DOCUMENT ZO-06/78/0~714 
(J02) 678-5314 

1. ADDRESS OF STRUCiURE 2467 Summit Bridge BQa~ 

2. DESCRIBE THE STRUCTURE AS COMPLETELY AS POSSIBLE: 

a) Overall shape I 
stories 2 

with rear addition; front 
addition 

bays
wings 

2 
1 large 2-story ell 

b) Structural system wood frame 
0\0 
or • 

l.. 

c) Foundation 
materials 
basement 

rubble stone/concrete 
full under ell SKETCH PLAN 

d) Exterior walls 
materials aluminum siding 
color(s) red 

" 
e) Roof 

shape: aaterub 
cornice box 

side gable; composition shingl ing 

donners none 
chimney location(s) interior south gable end 

f) Windows 
spacing 2/2 
type modern 1/1 replacement 
trim flat with drip shelves 
shutters none 

sash 

g) Door 
spacing located at south end of front addition; not original 
type 
trim 

h) Porches 
location(s) original porch either replaced or fully enclosed as a room 
materials 
supports
trim 

i}- Interior details (if ace•••ibl.) 
not accessible 

USE BLACK INK ONLY 
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3. CmiDITlON: 

rema rks: 

good xx--:..;.--­ deteriorated 

~ 

_ 

_ 

4. INTEGRITY: a) 

c) 

original site _ b) moved 

if moved, when and from where 

_ 

_ 

d) list major alterations and dates (if known) mid-20th century: alum­

inum siding; remodeling front porch; large rear ell 

5. DATE OF INITIAL CONSTRUCTION: early 20th century 

6. ARCHITECT/BUILDER: ~	 _ 

7. RELATED OUTBUILDINGS: 

a) barn __ b) carriage house c) garage d) privy _ 

e) shed f) greenhouse g) shop h) gardens ___ 

i) icehouse __ j) springhouse__ k) other _ 

describe: 

il 

3.	 BRIEFLY DISC~SS THE ORIGINAL AND SUBSEQUENT USES OF THE ~TRUCTURE. flOTE ANY 
ASSOCIATloNS WITH HISTORIC EVENTS OR PERSONS: 

Probably built late 1890's-early 1900's as modest dwelling in village 
of Glasgow. 

9.	 Pr1mary References: (include loea~ion of reference). 

10. Surveyor: __M_._H_._B_o_w_e_r_s ~te of Form: Marc h 198 7 

USE BU,CX INK ONLY 
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FORM CRS-2
CULTURAL RESOURCE SURVEY
 
LOCUS IDENTIFICATION FORM
 FOR OFFICE USE ONLY 

CRS/I -iF"DELAWARE BUREAU OF 
QuadARCHAEOlOGY AND HISTORIC 
SPO map /IPRESERVAT ION 
HundredHALL OF RECORDS 
DOCUMENT 20-06/78/04/7 DOVER. DELAWARE 19901 

(302) 736 . 5665 

1. NAME OF LOCUS: Clarksdale Tenant House tl2 (AGTEN) (N-l06l6) 

2. STREET LOCATION: 2071 South College Ave., Newark, Del. 

3. OWNER'S NAME: __G_e_o_r.:::s;...e_&_E_l_i_z_ab_e_t_h_Ha_e_n_l_e_i_n	 TEL. if _ 

ADDRE SS: _.-;;..2...07_1_5_._C...o;...l_l...;e~g..;;.,e_A_v...;e_•.L'....;N...;e;;...w__a..;;.,r.;..k,:..._D_e_1_._1;;...9_7_0_2 _ 

4.. TYPE OF LOCUS: a) structure XX b) district c) archaeological site 

d) other	 - _ 

5.	 SURROUNDIrlGS OF LOCUS: (check more than one if necessary) 

a) fallow field b) cultivated field c) woodland _ 

d) scattered buildings e) densely built up If) other large cheffiical 
plant 

6.	 THREATS TO lOCUS: (check more than one if necessary) 

a) none known ~ b) zoning c) roads d) developers 

e) deteriora t ion f) other -- _ 

7. REPRESENTATION ON OTHER SURVEYS: 

TITLE : ~ /I _
 

TIT LE: /I _
 

TITLE: - if _ 

B. YOUR NAME: M_.H_"_B_o_w_er_s- TEL. if 201-678-1960 

YOUR ADORE SS: __1_00_H_a_l_s_te_d_S_t_.,:..._Ea--...;;,s_t_O_r_a_n...s_e..:..,_N_J_O-7-01.;..;9 _ 

ORGANIZATION (if any) __~Lo~u...;1__s_B__e~r~s~e..;;.,r_&~A__s...;s..;;.,o..;;.,ci~a~t...;e...;s.L._I~n~c __• DATE: March 1987 

USE SLACK INK ONLY
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8. SKETCH HAP 9. COt1l1lNTS: 

Consider the followinQ: 
Please indicate position of locus i" relatio"
 
to geographica l laat!J.;arks such as s t rqartTs a~td
 a) relationship to setting 

b) associated traditions or stories
 
c) noteworthy features
 

.. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. ..
 

roads. 

d) comparison with othet'S in area
 
.. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. ..
 

This much-altered dwelling is associated with the large
~_....a.-.~~A"," l-Il?'-'~. • • • ..- • • • _--: • , • , , • 

agricultural holdings of Cantwell Clark, who acqllir~d.'''-., ,. """---- l ' ..,
' 'ZS. • ~. ••• ~.--;-" ~~ •••••~. • • oLO'"'O ••• seveRal farms in the area in the 1830's. The dwelling is 

.. 
"l ... cin.. LA ~O\0... • • •'1'.. . ... ... ... .. ~ .. .. • •
 believed to have been built as a tenant house under the 

· . . . . .. .... v' hI. ,..-. •• 
.. .. .. I .............-.
 ownership of Delaware Clark c. 1906. The house is no'N . . . . . . . .. ....,.
 longer part of an agricultural enterprise..... .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .... ..
 

.. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. ..
 

.. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .11.. .,.. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. 

.. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. . .-~ .
 
:Ba...,WAU,·_•~ ·l\g.lnL ..., 

.. .. :boiL; _.. .. .. .....
A ...... 'S'.. ,~I>-),.....~ eJ' • .. .. .. .. .. .. .... ........
.,u. D~l3" • • 

1 

eB-' 00- ~ ••• .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. 
~· . Cf.~~.~ ••• .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .... .. 

.. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. ......[""h.i ~tv'r-' 

.. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. ..
 ·...,..·Gt. A~ ;.,; 

.. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .............. ~. i1 ....
 
~......,.--.. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. e..,. .. .. .. .. .. ---------~ -~ - .. .. 

~.. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. ..
 
~.. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. ..
 

.. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. ..
 

.. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. ..
 

.. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. ..
 

.. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. \': .. .. .. .. .. .. .. ..
 10. Comprehensive Planning:
• 0...::; ,~ou"T'-L 4c. .~ --'----. • . . . . . a. Time PeriodCs> 1880-1940 ....~ b. Cultural Concept Architecture and Building 
.. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. ..
 
.. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. \.\ .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. ..
 II. Evaluation: 
.. .. .. .. .. .. . . . . . . . ., \.. . . . . . . . . . . . . a. Settlement & Develop~ent· . . . . . . . . . . . . .
 b. Cultural Historic & Ethnic Issues· . . . . . . . . . . . . .
 c. nuilt Environment· . . . . . . . . . . . . . ., \. . . . . . . .
 d. Material Cultureo not eliRible 

I':surve y : tl;Jme/Titlc l',ltc _ 

1I/oIeAn llORTfI ON Sf<ETCIl rUSE BlACf: IIIK OfllY 'nJl.lIP: Nome/Title D,lt ~ 



Fom CRS-l 
FOR OFFICE USE ONLYCULTURAL RESOURCE SURVEY 

STRUCTURAL DATA FORM
 

DELAwARE BUREAU OF
 CRS tI 
ARCHAEOLOGY AND HISTORIC Quad 

SPO map fPRESER'JATION 
HundredHA:..:.. OF RECORDS 
DOCUMENT 20-067787o~714DOVER. DELAWARE 19901 

(302) 678-5314 

2071 South College Ave., Ne~ark1. ADDRESS OF STRUCTURE 

2. DESCRIBE THE STRUCTURE AS COMPLETELY AS POSSIBLE: 

a) Overall shape I ~ith rear ell(s)
 
stories 2
 
bays 3
 
wings 2 porch extensions s. side,
 

large ell east side :t(· .b) Structural system . . .· . · .c) Foundation
 
materials fieldstone
 
basement orig. full under main block
 

d) Exterior walls
 
.- lfIateria1s synthet ic shingle siding

I' color(s) blue
 

e) Roof
 
shape: ..~.r1al. side gable; standing seam metal covering
 
cornice box
 
donners none
 
chimney location(s) centered on ridge of main block
 

f) Windows 
spacing variable 
type 6/6 d.h.s. in main block; 2/2 with horizontal muntins at rear
trim flat wood with drip shelves
 
shutters none
 

51) Door 
spacing orig. centered in west elevation; no longer extant 
type 
trim 

h) Porches
 
location(s) south side; both modern additions
 
materials
 
supports

trim
 

i) Interior details (if .cce••1ble) 
. Interior substantially remodeled and rooms reconfigurec; 1-2 examples 

of early 20th century stock moldin~_ remain on second floor
USE BLACK INK ONLY 

,. .....~ ... 
SKETCH PLAN ~oo. 
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3. COtlDITICtl: good xx deteriorated 

remarks: 

4.	 INTEGRITY: a) original site ~XX~___ b) moved 

c) if moved, when and from where _ 

d)	 list major alterations and dates (if known) since 1940's extensive 

additions and interior remodeling; few oriKina1 features remain 

5.	 DATE OF INITIAL CONSTRUCTION: c. 1906 

6. ARCHITECT/BUILDER: unknoom 

7. RELATED OUTBUILDIN~S: 

a) barn b) carriage house c) garage d) privy __ 

e) shed ~ f) greenhouse _ 9) shop _ h) gardens 

i) icehouse _ j) springhouse__ k) other _ 

describe: series of small animal sheds erected by current owners for goats 

t8nd donkeys 

8.	 BRIEFLY DISC~SS THE ORIGINAL AND SUBSEQUENT USES OF THE STRUCTURE. NOTE ANY 
ASSOCIATiONS WITH HISTORIC EVENTS OR PERSONS: 

House believed to have been built as a tenant house on Clarksdale Farm, 
the "home farm" of Cantwell Clark who assembled large agricultural holdings 
in this area in the 1830's. House probably erected under the ownership 
of Clark's son, Delaware Clark. 

9.	 Primary Ref.renc•• : (include location of reference).
 
Phase I & II Archaeological Investigations of the Route 896 Corridor •.•
 
Prepared by University of Delaware Center for Archaeological Research.
 
for Federal Highway Administration and DelDOT. 1986.
 

M.H. Bowers	 March 1987 SQl"Veyor:	 of Farm:O.a~e10. 

USE: IlUClC. INK ONLY 
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FORM CRS-:CULTURAL RESOURCE SURVEY
 
LOCUS IDENTIFICATION FORM
 FOR OFFICE USE ONLY 

DELA~ARE BUREAU OF CRS #
 
ARCHAEOLOGY AND HISTORIC
 Quad
 
PRESERVATION
 SPO map ~
 

HAll OF RECOP.DS
 Hundred
 
DOVER, DELA~h~E 19901
 DOCUMENT 20-06/78/04/7 
(302) 678-5314 

1. NAME OF lOCUS: Clarksdale Tenant House #3 (AGTEN) 

2. STREET LOCATION: Summit Bridge Road, on grounds of Pencader Corporate Center 

3.	 OWNER'S NAME: __H_o_w_a_r_d_P_._W_il_s_o_n TEL. * _ 
ADDRESS: __2_11_5_._Du_P_o_n_t_B_o_u_l_ev_a_r_d_,_N_e_w_Ca_s_t_l_e_,_D_E_l_97_2_0 _ 

4.	 TYPE OF LOCUS: a) structure ~ b) district c) alchaeological site 

d) other _ 

S.	 SURROUNDINGS OF LOCUS: (check more than one if necessary) 

a) fallow field b) cultivated field c) woodland _ 

d) scattered buildings e) densely built up f) other l,round in 
process of corporate development	 - ­

6.	 THREATS TO LOCUS: (check more than one if necessary) 

a) none known b) 20ning c) roads d) developers _x _ 

e) deterioration f) other _ 

7. REPRESENTATION ON OTHER SURVEYS: 

TITLE : , _
 

TlTLE : , _
 

TITLE:	 # _
 

8. YOUR NAME: M.H.Bowers	 TEL. I 201/678-1960 

YOUR ADDRESS: 100 Halsted St., East Orange. New Jersey 07019 

ORGANIZATION (if any) Louis Berger & A5so~iatest Inc. DATE: Jan. 1987 

USE BLACK INK ONLY
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c. SKHCH MAP 9. CQtlrllNTS: 

Consider the followinQ: 
Please iJ1dicate p~8iti{ln of locus in l'elatio~1 
to geographical la;ulmal'K.8 such as strM'1;t; and a) relationship to setting
 
J'oads.
 b) associated traditions or stories 

c) noteworthy features · . . .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. . d) comparison with others in area
 
.. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. 64,.. .. .. .. .. .. ..
 

i)... .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. ..
 A stuccoed masonry dwelling with wood frame ell likely 
to have been present by 1868, according to Beers' atlas·.·1· ........ . .
(f"o. •••••••• 

.. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. of that date. Is believed to have been one of several 
properties associated with the large agricultural holdlng~ 

: : : J.\ : : : : : : :: ::::::::::::: of the Clark family north of Glasgow known as "Clarksdale". 
.. .. .. .I'l. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. This altered farm dwelling is now sited in recently-graded 
.. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. acreage in the process of redevelopment as a corporate 

tA.. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. center, and is scheduled for demolition in the near
 
.. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. ..
 

;u. • • . • . 
future.100' • • . • . 

.. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. -f). .. .. .. .. .. .. 

G'". • 
.. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. 
.. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. · . bvf:6·t0r-' . . . 
.. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. ..
 • •~ t..A::;G.OA...-) • • • 
.. .. .. .. .. .. · . . . . . . . . ~. 

· . . . I.'F.-. . . . . 
.. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. 
.. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. ..
 
.. .. .. .. .. ..
 .. .. .. .. . . . . . . . . . 
.. .. .. .. .. .. · . . . . . . . . . . . . · . . . . . . . . . . . . .. 6-~MQ." ........
 · . . . . . . . . . . . .
 · lbJo.jr·~ • ...•
 
· .~ ..3· . . . . . . . .
 
.. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. ..
 · . . . . . . . . . . . . 10. Comprehensiv~ Planning:.. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. 

a. Time Period(s) 1830-1880 .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. b. CuLtur3l Concept Architecture and Building.. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. 
· . . . . . . . . . . . . .\. II. Evaluatior.: .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. a. Settlement & Development. . . . b. Cultural Hi5toric & Ethnic I5sue5: • • • ~.~. R oun.. i t.lO . . \ _.~_~~ --... ~ 

c. Duilt Environment 
· ....•. fGL·<S{~OLcl-.J d. Naterial Culture 

~not eligible 

",1tc _r I~survey: Name/Title
Iito I(1\Tf rWln" Or! SK[TC" IJ5( BLACK tr~K OlIlY 'IJ,,"P: N;]m('/Title D.lt (' 



Fonn CRS-l 
FOR OFFICE USE ONLYCULTURAL RESOURCE SURVEY
 

STRUCTURAL DATA FORM
 

CRS ,
 
ARCHAEOLOGY AND HISTORIC
 
DELAWARE BUREAU OF 

Quad
SPO map ,
 

HALL OF RECORDS
 
PRESERVATION 

Hundred 
DOCUMENT zo-o67787o~714DOVER. DELAWARE 19901 

(302) 678-5314 

Summit Bridge Road, Pencader Corporate Center1. ADDRESS OF STRUCTURE 

2. DESCRIBE THE STRUCTURE AS COMPLETELY AS POSSIBLE: 

a) Overall shape Side-gable main block w/ell ....,.,
stories 2
 
bays 2
 
wings ell to south
 

b) Structural system	 masonry bearing wall/ 
wood frame 

c) Foundation cement-covered masonry

materials cement-covered masonry
 
basement full under main block
 

d) Exteri or wa 11 s 
materials stucco/ asbestos shingle 
color(s) white 

e) Roof 
shape: ..t.r1ala gable/composition shingle 

. . .~. . . . . . .. --~---_ .. 
.. 

a~·w:. 

SKETCH PLAN 

cornice boxed eaves with narrow architrave molding 
donners none 
chimney location(s) centered in main roof ridge; exterior north gable end 

f) Windows 
spacing regular 2/2 
type 6/6 wood double hung sash 
trim flat surrounds with drip shelves 
shutters none 

g) Door 
spacing on north and wouth sides of ell
 
type single leaf. no detail
 
trim none
 

h) Porches 
location(s) pentroof across north side; porches east and west sides of ell 
1Mteria1s wood 
supports square wooden posts 
trim none 

Interior details (if acc•••1ble) access denied 

USE BLACK INK ONLY 
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good _	 deteriorated __3.	 COND IT1 Ctl : fair XX 

remarks: house is vacant and scheduled for demolition 

4. INTEGRITY: a) original site _ b) moved _ 

c) if moved, when and from where	 _ 

d)	 list major alterations and dates (if known) fenestration may have 
been reworked in main block, and an entrance filled in; frame ell 
later 19th century; exterior shingling and porches 20th century 

5. DATE	 OF INITIAL CONSTRUCTION: prior to 1868 

6. ARCHITECT/BUILDER:	 _ 

7. RELATED OUTBUILDINGS: 

a) barn __ b) carriage house __ c) garage ~ d) privy _ 

e) shed __ f) greenhouse _ g) shop _ h) gardens _ 

i) icehouse __ j) springhouse__ k) other__.=m;,;;o.=b-=i.::.l.::.e...;h;;;o::,:Dl::..:e=-­ __ 

describe: cinder block gable roofed garagej mobile home 

,. 

a. BRIEFLY DISC~SS THE ORIGINAL AND SUBSEQUENT USES OF THE STRUCTURE. NOTE ANY 
ASSOCIATiONS	 WITH HISTORIC EVENTS OR PERSONS: 

House is believed to have been associated with one of several properties 
north of Glasgow held by the Clark family during the 19th century. The 
Clark holdings were collectively known as "Clarksdale" (Beers 1868), and 
the main house was located where the DuPont Glasgow Plant now stands. 

9.	 PrimAry References: (include loca~ion ot reference). 
Phase I & II Archaeological lovestications of the Route 896 Corridor ••• Prepared 

by University of Delaware Center for Archaeological Research for Federal 
Highway Administration and Delaware Department ofTransportation, 1986. 

10. Surveyor: M.. .:.;H;.;,..:B.:o..:.;w,.:;e.:.r.:.s_~ D.lte of Form: Jan, J 9Bi 

USE: BI.\C'I{ INK ONLY 
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-------------------

FORM CRS-;
CULTURAL RESOURCE SURVEY 
LOCUS IDENTIFICATION FORM FOR OFFICE USE ONLY 

CRS #
 
ARCHAEOLOGY AND Hl:TORIC
 
DELAWARE BUREAU OF 

Quad
 
PRESERVATION
 SPO map "
 
HALL OF RECORDS
 Hundred
 
DOVER, DELA~ARE lS901
 DOCUMENT 20-06/73/04/7 
(302) 678-5314 

Clarksdale Tenant House n~ (AGTEN)1.	 NAME OF LOCUS: 

2. STREET LOCATI ON: 2_0_34_S_ou_t_h_C_ol_l_e.:.g_e_A_v_e_.,_N_ew_a_r_k_D_E _ 

3. OWNER'S NAME: James E. and Terri Ann Walther TEL. iI _ 

ADDRESS: __2_0_34_S_o_u_th_C_o_ll_e.=g_e_A_v_e_"~,_N_e_wa_r_k....:..,_D_E_1_97_0_2 _ 

4. TYPE OF LOCUS: a) s~ructure xx b) district c) archaeological site 

d) other _ 

5. SURROUNDINGS OF LOCUS: (check more than one if necessary) 

a) fallow field b) cultivated field c) woodland __ 

d) scattered buildings ~ e) densely built up __" f) other _ 

- 6. THREATS TO LOCUS: (check more than one if necessary) 

a) none known b) zoning c) roads~ d) developers ___ 

e) deterioration f) other _ 

7. REPRESENTATION ON OTHER SURVEYS: 

TITLE : /I _ 

TITLE: iI _ 

TITLE:	 /I _
 

8.	 YOUR NAME: M.H. Bowers TEL. I 201/678-1960 

YOUR ADDRESS: 100 Halsted St., East Orange, New Jersey 07019 

ORGANIZATION (if any) Louis Berger & Associates, Inc. DATE: Jan. 1987 

USE BLACK INK ONLY
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· . . . . . . . .. . 
• ""1"'t.b~ o~. o' 0 , 0"CJ.'~o 0 0 o~ ••·.tl,. ... .. .

o 0 

• • \:II"',... ._ .. -L •__ ..:.... ':-"-: 

,"0 ·:f ·. 10. Co~~re~en5ivc Planning: 
a. Ti~e Period(s) 1830-1880 
b. Cultu:al Co~cept Architecture and BUilding 

.,;-~. 
,-: 

. . . . . . 
.~j" II. Evaluation: 

a. S~ttle~~r.t &Developcent 
o • 0 b. Cultufdl Historic & Ethnic Issues 

o ~~~~ 0 • 0 c. Built Enviro~~ent 
.. --rt;u~ •• d. Material Culture 

.«St..A!:tC...~~ • • 0 0 ~ not eligi~le 

.~ 0 

.... 
\D 
a 

a. SKETCII t1AP 9. Cetl'UHS: 

Consider the :following: 
Neasp. indicate r,'lIi t i:O" of locus in relation 
to a€ogl'arhica l l'1rIdmarks such as streams and a) relationship to setting

associated traditions or storiesroads. :: ­ ~J noteworthy features
~ ---0 00 • d) comparison ·with others in area ~o 0• . . . . .. . . . . . . . .
 A frame dwelling clad with facebrick which appears 

to have been present by 1868, according to Beers' 
atlas of that date. The house is believed to have 

o 0 ben one of several properties associated with the large 
agricultural holdings of the Clark family north of Glasgow 
known as "Clarksdale." This altered farm dwelling is 
now sited in a row of houses, each with a small (less than 
an acre) lot, and is not associated with any agricultural 
activities • 

• 0 

~,,;~ SiAs~"",, "';)Ait.iuJA'1 0 •. . . . . . 

• 0 

Sur·..ey: :IJ=~/Ti.tte _ L'.J:~
JUDICATE "ORTH OH SK£TCH USE BLACK INK ONLY L1,",IiP: tl1::i! IT i t l~ D2~~ -- =..J 
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Form CRS-l 
FOR OFFICE USE ONLYCULTURAL RESOURCE SURVEY 

STRUCTURAL DATA FORM
 

DELAWARE BUREAU OF
 CRS tt 
QuadARCHAEOLOGY AND HISTORIC 
SPO map ttPRESERVATION 
HundredHALL Or: RECORDS 
DOCUMENT 20-067787o~714DOVER. DELAWARE 19901 

(302) 678-5314 

1. ADDRESS OF STRUCTURE 2034 S. College Ave.! Newark 

Z. DESCRIBE THE STRUCTURE AS COMPLETELY AS POSSIBLE: 

a) Overall shape	 
. ,.... 

.Ct'stories 2	 . . 1 
bays	 3 
wings	 two rear extensions. one off south
 

gable
 . . . . . . 
b) Structural system wood frame . .• . .• 
c) Foundation 

materials brick )J;:?:
basement full under main block 

SKETCU	 PLAN 
d) Exterior wa 11 s 

materials facebrick, 
co1or(s) red 

20th century I' 

e) 

f) 

Roof 
shape: ..~.r1al. side gable; corrugated sheet metal 
cornice boxed cornice. scalloped trim on fascia 
donners none 
chimney location(s) 2 of brick. symmetrically located toward 

on main block 
Windows 

spacing regular 
type 6/6 d.h.s. (some replaced with single panes) 
trim narrow cornices 
shutters none 

rear 

g) Door 
spacing centered in facade 
type aingle leaf. not original 
trill 

h) Porches 
location(s) at front entry 
miteria1s wood frame and metal 
supports slender Tuscan-Doric type posts 
trim none 

i) Interior details (if acc••sible) not accessible 

USE BLACK INK ONLY 
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deteriorated _3.	 CONDITIDrl: good 

remarks: 

4. INTEGRITY: a) original site _ b) moved --- ­
c) if moved, when and from where _ 

d) list major alterations and dates (if known) facebrick mid-20th c.(?) 

also the two extensions across the rear 

5. DAn	 OF INIT IAL CONSTRU CT ION: ....tp:.:.r..:,i.::;,;or:......:;t;.::0-.:..:18::...:6:..;:8:....- _ 

6.	 ARCHITECT/BUILDER: 

7. RELATED OUTBUILDINGS: 

a) barn b) carriage house c) garage d) privy _ 

_e) shed _ f) greenhouse g) shop.- h) gardens 

i) icehouse j) springhouse k) other _ 

describe: 

a.	 BRIEFLY DISC~SS THE ORIGINAL AND SUBSEQUENT USES OF THE STRUCTURE. flOTE ANY 
ASSOCIATiONS WITH HISTORIC EVENTS OR PERSONS: 

House is believed to have been associated with one of several agricultural 
properties north of Glasgow held by the Clark family during the 19th century. 
The Clark holdings were collectively known as "Clarksdale" (Beers 1868), and 
the main house was located where the DuPont Glasgow Plant now stands. 

9.	 Primary References: (include location ot reference). 

Phase 1 & 11 Archaeological Investigations of the Route 896 Corridor ••• Prepared 
by University of Delaware Center for Archaeological Research, for Federal 
Highway Administration and Delaware Department of Transportation, 1986 • 

10. Surveyor: .:.:M:.;,.,;,;H.;..:;,Bo:::..w:;,e::.:r:.;s~ ~-- Date of Form: Jap, 1987 

USE: BI.>.CK Ito: ONI.Y 
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APPENDIX C
 

GLOSSARY
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Architrave - The molded frame surrounding a door or window.
 

Bay - A vertical division of the exterior of a building marked by
 
fenestration. 

Box Cornice - A hollow cornice built up from wood. 

Chamfer - A flat surface made by cutting off an edge or corner. 

Cornice A molding at the top of an outside wall which 
overhangs it and throws the rain away from the wall. 

Corbel - Brick, masonry or concrete projecting from a wall face, 
usually as a support. 

Dentil - A small square block used in series on cornices. 

Double Pile - Two rooms deep. 

Dower - That portion or interest of a deceased man's real estate 
allotted by law to his widow for her lifetime. 

Eyebrow Window - A small window, usually wider than high, placed 
close beneath the eaves to ventilate or illumi­
nate an attic story. 

Fenestration - The arrangement of windows in a building. 

Flemish Bond - A br ick bond in which three stretchers alternate 
with one header. 

Fluted - Decorated with parallel grooves. 

Frieze - Area immediately below a cornice. 

I-House - A form of house that is two stor ies high, one room 
deep, with roof ridge parallel to the front wall. 

Intestate - Having made no legal will. 

Modillion An ornamental bracket used in series under a cornice. 

Pediment - A wide, low-pitched tr iangular gable surmounting a 
building facade, doorway, or window opening. 

Pent Roof - A narrow roof of one slope. 

Pilaster - A shallow pier or rectangular column projecting only 
slightly from a wall. 

Reeding Decoration consisting of parallel convex moldings 
touching one another. 

Return - The extension of a molding or cornice at an angle to the 
main part. 
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Reveal - That part of a door or window jamb that lies between the 
door or glass and the outer wall surface. A splayed 
reveal is cut diagonally. 

Side-gable - In which the ridge of a gable roof lies parallel to 
the front of a building. 

Single-Pile - One room deep. 

Surround - Wooden members placed around a window or door. 

Transom - A window over a door. 
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APPENDIX D
 

RESEARCH·PROPOSAL
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PROPOSAL FOR
 
ARCHITECTURAL EVALUATION
 

.DE SR 896, SUMMIT BRIDGE TO SR4
 
CONTRACT 79-108-01; F-1033 (2)
 

SUBMITTED TO:
 

Division of Highways 
Delaware Department of Transportation 

Dover, Delaware 

PREPARED BY: 

THE CULTURAL RESOURCE GROUP 
LOUIS BERGER & ASSOCIATES INC. 

EAST ORANGE, NEW JERSEY 

April 23, 1986 

Revised November, 1986 
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SCOPE OF SERVICES
 

As specified by the Delaware Department of Transportation, eleven 
structures and associated outbuildings, located within the 
Delaware Route 896, Summit Bridge to State Route 4 project area, 
are to be examined and evaluated in terms of their architectural/ 
historical significance and their potential eligibility for the 
National Register of Historic Places. Results of this investiga­
tion are to be submitted as an architectural report, as completed 
CuI tural Resource Survey Forms, and also as Determination of 
Eligibility forms for those properties evaluated as eligible by 
the Delaware SHPO. 

Work Program 

1. Preliminary Consultation. Upon initiation of the project, 
appropriate staff members of the Division of Highways and of the 
Bureau of Archaeology and Historic Preservation will be consulted 
concern ing the proposed inventory and the resul ts of previous 
investigations. Issues of particular interest or concern to 
either agency will be identified and addressed as appropriate in 
the conduct of the work program. 

2. Field Work. Field Work will commence wi th a br ief recon­
naissance of the project area and vicinity, in order to develop 
an overall impression of the existing architectural environment. 
Following th is reconnaissance, the architectural his tor ian will 
conduct structure-by-structure examination of each of the eleven 
properties. Major features of each property to be recorded will 
include setting, orientation and arrangement of structures, 
approximate dimensions, forms, materials, construction methods, 
architectural details, and nature and extent of alterations and 
additions. For those properties whose owners/occupants grant per­
mission, inter iors will also be investigated for floor plans, 
significant architectural features, and additional constructon 
information. Each property will be photographed in 35 mm black 
and white and with color slides, with a minimum of two views of 
each major structure, plus views as necessary to convey the 
overall character of each property. 

3. Research. In order to develop an historical/architectural con­
text within which to interpret the Route 896 structures, a back­
ground literature search will be conducted, utilizing among other 
materials historic maps, county road books, published local, area 
and state histories, pertinent architectural literature, and pre­
vious cultural resource studies relevant to the project area. 
The principal sources of these materials will be BARP and DOT 
files, the Historical Society of Delaware, Wilmington, the Hall 
of Records, Dover, and the University of Delaware Library, 
Newark. 

198
 



In addition to background, or contextual, data collection, each 
of the eleven properties will be researched to obtain as precise 
information as possible concerning date of construction/altera­
tion, original occupants/builders, and use. To accomplish this, 
each property will first be correlated with historic maps of the 
area. Then, for properties appearing to have architectural signi­
ficance and thus of potential National Register Eligibility, site 
histories will be compiled through deed searches carried back as 
far as is necessary to identify, or confirm, original owner/ 
builders and, if possible, dates of construction/alteration. (For 
example, a property with clearly late 19th century structures 
would not be researched back to the 18th century, but a property 
with early 19th or late 18th century structures would be.) 
Information on the uses of the property and the nature of the 
owners' occupation will be sought in probate, tax and census 
records and in local and area histories. Data such as these will 
be used to determine potential associational importance and to 
develop understanding of the history of each property and its 
place in the occupation and development of the area. 

4. Post-field Consultation. Following completion of the field 
effort, the architectural historian will meet with DelDOT, FHWA 
and BAHP personnel, to review orally the preliminary findings 
concerning the potential National Register eligibility of each 
property. 

5. Report and Form Preparation. Based upon the results of the 
architectural evaluation, and consultation with DelDOT, FHWA and 
BAHP, the architectural historian will prepare Determination of 
Eligibility forms, along with appropriate photographic documen­
tation, for each property that appears to be el ig ible for the 
National Register of Historic Places. Five a" x 10" prints will 
be submitted of each photo accompanying the DOE forms. In addi­
tion, Cultural Resource Survey Forms (from BAHP) will be prepared 
for all eleven properties. 

A final report will also be prepared, that will present the 
research design, results of the background literature search, 
methodology employed in the project, and findings. The properties 
inventoried in the project area will be discussed and evaluated 
in an appropriate historical/architectural framework. This fra­
mework will include an overview of the existing architectural 
environment, and a discussion of the relationship of the inven­
toried properties to that environment. The inventoried properties 
will also be discussed in the context of the vernacular cultural 
reg ion in which they are located, and how they reflect area 
construction patterns, in terms of traditional forms and 
materials, and in terms of the influence of formal styles 
occurring in the region. The report will be illustrated with pho­
tographs, sketch site plans and maps as appropriate. 
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