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ABSTRACT 

Archaeological site evaluation (Phase II) and data recovery (Phase III) investigations were 

conducted at the Sandom Branch Site Complex (7NC-J-227 and 7NC-J-228) for the 

Delaware Department of Transportation.  The archaeological sites occur in the Smyrna-to-

Pine Tree Corners segment of the State Route 1 (SR1) right-of-way, north of the town of 

Smyrna, in southern New Castle County.  The sites were located on a low terrace 

overlooking a tributary of Sandom Branch south and east of its confluence with Blackbird 

Creek.  The evaluation investigation determined that the prehistoric components at both sites 

were eligible for listing in the National Register of Historic Places (NRHP), as having 

potential to address research topics related to Delaware chronology, lithic and ceramic 

technologies, settlement patterning, and paleoenvironmental reconstruction.  The historical 

components at the sites were not eligible for listing in the NRHP due to having no potential 

for features, a low frequency of artifacts, and a lack of association or context for the artifacts 

that were present. 

 

Temporally diagnostic artifacts show the presence of American Indians at the two sites 

during a period spanning the Archaic and Woodland periods.  Cultural deposits were 

primarily compressed within a 30 cm layer occurring near the modern ground surface.  

Within this compressed layer, several temporal components were identified through 

extensive analyses of stratigraphic associations, diagnostic artifacts, and radiocarbon assays.  

The earliest temporal component at the Sandom Branch Site Complex was somewhat 

ephemeral and dated to the Early Archaic period, in the form of a Kirk point from 7NC-J-

227.  A Brewerton point from this site and a Lamoka point from 7NC-J-228 show some use 

of the Sandom Branch Site Complex during the Late Archaic period.  Slightly more intensive 

American Indian use at this site was evident by the Early Woodland period, as reflected in 

Lackawaxen stemmed points, and fragments of Marcey Creek and clay-tempered wares.  The 

most fully represented temporal component at both sites dated to the Middle and Late 

Woodland periods.  The American Indians that occupied the Sandom Branch Site Complex 

cooked food using heated stones and possibly participated in sweat lodge ceremonies, 

leaving behind a large amount of thermally altered stone fragments that occurred in tight 

clusters and widespread scatters. 

 

The sites provided information related to several research contexts developed for the state by 

Delaware State Historic Preservation Office (DESHPO).  Chronological associations were 

documented between small, stemmed points and Middle Woodland ceramics, corroborating 

similar data from other central Delaware sites that has suggested that these points dated to the 

early portions of the Woodland period.  Stone tools (lithics) were made from locally 

available pebbles for the most part, and very little stone was obtained from outside the 

region.  Relatively few formal tools other than projectile points were recognized in 

assemblages at the Sandom Branch Site Complex.  Many tasks may have been completed 

through expedient tools in the form of utilized flakes, which were recovered from a number 

of contexts.  Ceramic analyses provided information on the mineralogy of clays and tempers 

used to manufacture local wares.  These analyses provided corroborating evidence for a 

theory that Minguannan ceramics were introduced to Delaware by populations migrating 

southward from the Delaware Valley.  Additional research questions were also formulated to 

examine the American Indian inhabitants of the Sandom Branch Site Complex from a more 
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humanistic perspective as active social agents operating on a changing natural and cultural 

landscape.   

 

Paleoenvironmental data suggested that Sandom Branch was a relatively recent addition to 

the landscape and that the site area was characterized by a hardwood forest environment and 

that open, grassy areas representing the fringes of wetlands were also present.  The two sites 

comprising the Sandom Branch Site Complex likely represent—in part—small, resource 

procurement and processing locations used by American Indian groups inhabiting the region 

and taking advantage of the plants and wildlife associated with Sandom Branch.  These 

specific areas would have helped support social groups inhabiting larger sites located along 

major streams or estuaries to the east.  These mobile social groups apparently stored surplus 

goods at the Sandom Branch Site Complex, as indicated by pit features at 7NC-J-228.   
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