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STATE OF DELAWARE
DEPARTMENT OF STATE

DIVISION OF AISTORICALAND CULTURAL AFFAIRS
HALL OF RECORDS - DOVER -+ [%90l

OFACE OF THE DIRECTOR {302) 7395314

September 27, 1999

Mr. Joseph T. Wutka, Asst. Director
Division of Planning

Delaware Department of Transportation
P.0.Box 778

800 Bay Road

Dover, DE 19903

RE:  Rte. 13 Relief Rte. (SR 1), Smyma to Pine Tree Corners; Determination of Eligibility and
" Data Recovery Proposal for the Sandom Branch site complex (TNC-J-227 and 228)

Dear Mr. Wutka:

We have completed review of the Management Summary, Determination of Eligibility, and Data
Recovery Plan for the Sandom Branch site complex, which mc]udes two distinct archaeological
sites (7NC-J-227 and 228).

The Management Summary thoroughly describes the nature and extent of the sites that represent
this complex. We have a number of technical comments and suggestions on this document, as
outlined in the enclosure. We do not expect the Management Summary to be revised but offer
these comments to assist in the preparation of future management summaries and to provide a
context for our comments relating to the Determination of Eligibility and Data Recovery Plan.

The Deterrmnanon of eligibility (DOE) describes the Sandom Branch site complex and makes a
good case for its significance. We concur that the Native American component of the Sandom
Branch site complex is eligible for listing in the National Register of Historic Places under
Criterion D, for information it is likely to contain significant to our understanding of Native
American history, In addition, we concur that the historic component is not eligible for listing in
the National Register of Historic Places. Technical and substantive comments on the DOE are
enclosed. We do expect revisions to the DOE that address these comments, and request that the
final DOE be submitted within 15 days of the receipt of this letter. DelDOT has informed us that
avoidance of the Sandom Branch complex is not & viable option. The effect of the project on the
complex is therefore Adverse, and-data recovery is the appropriate mitigation alternative.

The Data Recovery Plan outlines an approach to recover the significant information contained in
the Sandom Branch site complex described in the DOE. Based on telephone consultations with
DelDOT and Parsons, we approve the basic approach to the recovery, and concur that field work
may begin. However, we have a number of technical and substantive comments on the Plan (see
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enclosure), and our approval is conditioned on these comments being addressed. We request tha,

the final revised Data Recovery Plan be submitted within 15 days of the consultant’s receipt of
these comments. :

If you or Parsons have any questions or need clarification of our comments, please do not hesitate
to contact me, '

Sincerely yours,

-

Daniel R. Griffith
Director/State Historic Preservation Officer

Enclosure

ce: Robert Kleinburd, Federal Highway Administration
Robert McCleary, SR 1 Project Manager, DelDOT ,
Kevin Cunningham, Archaeologist, Planning, DelDOT / ennf
Kenneth Clark, Sr., Chief, Nanticoke Indian Association -
Michael Petraglia, Principal Investigator, Parsons Engineering Science w/ e/hc,Q. i
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