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A large number of people have been, and continue to be, involved with the story of Tweed’s Tavern. Those who
have been particularly helpful in our work on this site are acknowledged here, although there are undoubtedly
others who might be mentioned.

For the Delaware Department of Transportation our thanks go firstly to Mike Hahn, whose calm oversight of
this complex project was very reassuring. Kevin Cunningham provided enthusiasm, support, suggestions and
constructive criticism in equal measure, and as always urged us to think differently about what we were doing.
Elizabeth Knapp and many others in DelDOT also helped move the work forward in different ways.

We also benefited from the active involvement and support of the staff of the Delaware State Historic
Preservation Office, particularly from Dan Griffith, Gwen Davis and Alice Guerrant.

Also active in the project were the New Castle County Historic Review Board, who supported the developing
proposals for preserving the tavern. Thanks particularly go to John H. Shields (Chair), and to Wade Catts, who
shared his wide knowledge of, and interest in, the archaeology of taverns. Another archaeological colleague,
Rick Affleck of the URS Corporation discussed his work at the King of Prussia Inn with us.

Two local organizations, the Hockessin Historical Society and the Greater Hockessin Area Development
Association (GHADA) deserve mention for their interest in the tavern and its interpretation. From the Society
we particularly want to thank Joe Long for his interest, help and video camera, and Joe Lake for dialog about
the way the building was used. The staff of Preservation Delaware, particularly Neta Moqtaderi, were also
helpful in facilitating the discussions over the future of the building. Board member Chris Cascio has also taken
an interest in the project.

We are also very grateful to members of the Giacomelli family, particularly to Joan McVaugh and her mother
Esther Neiffer, for their great generosity in lending us photographs and sharing their memories of life at the site

over almost seventy years, from the 1930s on. Their contribution added a new perspective to the study.

Thanks also to Mike and Larry Zaccola, the last private owners of the house, for help in providing access to the
property.
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The study of the history, archaeology and architecture of this site could not have been accomplished without
the assistance of the professional colleagues listed below.

The detailed history of the property was unraveled in all its complexity by Edward F. (Ned) Heite, whose ency-
clopedic knowledge of Delaware is a thing to behold. Thanks are also due to Paul Sestak, College of Human
Resources, Education and Public Policy, University of Delaware, for insights into the history of the area.

Fred Graf and others at Geo-Graf undertook the rapidly-reported geophysical survey of the site that really
marked the beginning of its intensive investigation.

The log building received the attention of several highly skilled individuals. We are grateful to Rebecca J.
Siders of the Center for Historic Architecture and Design, University of Delaware, for visiting the site and help-
ing us to place the log structure in a wider context. Dan Campbell and Mary DeNadai at John Milner Architects
completed plans and elevations of the building. Richard Ortega of Ortega Consulting provided the detailed
assessment that demonstrated that moving and saving the building was feasible. Gordon Jacoby and his col-
leagues from the Lamont-Doherty Earth Observatory of Columbia University undertook the dendrochronolog-
ical study of the building, providing a tight series of dates that neatly matched with the conclusions drawn from
the historical research.

Marie-Lorraine Pipes completed the informative analysis of the faunal remains from the site, comparing
Tweed’s to other taverns and drawing conclusions that significantly broadened our understanding of the life of
the tavern.

Over the period of seven years in which Hunter Research Inc. has worked on this project, many of our staff,
past and present, have contributed to the work. The project was managed by lan Burrow.

Background Research: Nadine Sergejeff and Damon Tvarayanas took the lead in the research, assisted by
Douglas Scott (architectural history). Other contributions were made by lan Burrow, James Cox, Andrea
DeNight, Susan Ferenbach, Richard Hunter, William Liebeknecht and Greg Tyndall.

Fieldwork: The excavation and recording team was directed by William Liebeknecht, chiefly assisted by Susan
Ferenbach. Damon Tvarayanas, Michael Murphy, Rebecca White, Douglas Scott and Dawn Turner undertook
the log-by-log drawings of the interior walls. William Bulger, Vivian Braubitz, James Cox, Andrea DeNight,
the late Susanne Eidson, Christine Francis, Benjamin Harris, Eytan Krasilovsky, Heidi McPherson, Glen
Mellin, Greg Tyndall, Jason Uebelacker, Sarah Waters and Rebecca White formed the rest of the field team at
different times.
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Artifact Analysis: The artifacts were processed by Mark Brosnan, James Cox, the late Susanne Eidson, Eytan
Krasilovsky, Lauren Meyer, Michael Murphy, Michael Parrington, and Greg Tyndall. Susan Ferenbach cata-
loged the material, which was analysed by Rebecca White with assistance from William Liebeknecht.

Report Preparation: The report was written by lan Burrow, William Liebeknecht, Douglas Scott, Nadine
Sergejeff, Damon Tvaryanas and Rebecca White. Other contributions were made by Vivian Braubitz, James
Cox, Susan Ferenbach, the late Susanne Eidson, and Patricia Madrigal. Graphics were prepared by Michael
Murphy and Frank Dunsmore. Editing of initial and interim reports was by Michael Tomkins and Debra
Gitterman. The great work of editing, formatting and printing this report was performed by James Lee, with
much assistance from Michael Murphy.




