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This form is for use in nominating or requesting determinations for individual properties and districts. See instructions in How to Complete the National Register of Historic 
Places Registration Form (National Register Bulletin 16A). Complete each item by marking “x” in the appropriate box or by entering the information requested. If an item 
does not apply to the property being documented, enter “N/A” for “not applicable.” For functions, architectural classification, materials, and areas of significance, enter only 
categories and subcategories from the instructions. Place additional entries and narrative items on continuation sheets (NPS Form 100-900a). Use a typewriter, word 
processor, or computer, to complete all items. 
 
1. Name of Property 
 
historic name    Sharp-Wilson House  
 
other names/site number    Delaware CRS #S-03216  
 
2. Location 
 
street and number 20006 Wilson Road   not for publication 
 
city or town  Georgetown  ⌧ vicinity 
 
state   Delaware  code   DE  county  Sussex  code  005  zip code  19947  
 
3. State/Federal Agency Certification 
 

 As the designated authority under the National Historic Preservation Act, as amended, I hereby certify that this  nomination  request 
for determination of eligibility meets the documentation standards for registering properties in the National Register of Historic Places and 
meets the procedural and professional requirements set forth in 36 CFR Part 60. In my opinion, the property  meets  does not meet 
the National Register criteria. I recommend that this property be considered significant  nationally  statewide  locally. (  See 
continuation sheet for additional comments.) 

 
   
 Signature of certifying official/Title            Date 
   
 State or Federal agency and bureau

 
 In my opinion, the property  meets  does not meet the National Register criteria. (  See continuation sheet for additional comments.) 
 
   
 Signature of certifying official/Title            Date 
 
   
 State or Federal agency and bureau

 
4. National Park Service Certification 
I hereby certify that the property is: Signature of the Keeper Date of Action 
  entered in the National Register.  
   See continuation sheet.    
  determined eligible for the National Register.  
   See continuation sheet.    

  determined not eligible for the National Register.    

  removed from the National Register.    

  other, (explain).     

  
 
 
 
 
 



 Sharp-Wilson House    Sussex County, Delaware  
Name of Property  County and State 
 
5. Classification 
Ownership of Property Category of Property Number of Resources within Property 
(Check as many boxes as apply) (Check only one box) (Do not include previously listed resources in the count.) 
 
  private ⌧ building(s) Contributing Noncontributing 
 ⌧ public-local  district    1  0  buildings 
  public-State  site     0  0  sites 
  public-Federal  structure   0          0  structures 
   object  0  0  objects 
    1  0  Total 
Name of related multiple property listing Number of contributing resources previously listed in 
(Enter “N/A” if property is not part of a multiple property listing.) the National Register 
 N/A      0  
  
6. Function or Use 
Historic Functions Current Functions 
(Enter categories from instructions) (Enter categories from instructions) 
 
 DOMESTIC: single dwelling   DOMESTIC: single dwelling  
 AGRICULTURE/SUBSISTENCE   AGRICULTURE/SUBSISTENCE  
    
    
    
    
    
    

7. Description 
Architectural Classification Materials 
(Enter categories from instructions) (Enter categories from instructions) 
 
Other: I-house  foundation  BRICK, CONCRETE  
  walls ASBESTOS: shingles  
    
  roof  OTHER: composition shingles  
  other  
    
 

Narrative Description 
(Describe the historic and current condition of the property on one or more continuation sheets.) 

 

See Continuation Sheet 
 

 
 
 



Sharp-Wilson House  Sussex County, Delaware  
Name of Property  County and State 
 

8. Statement of Significance 
Applicable National Register Criteria Areas of Significance 
(Mark “x” in one or more boxes for the criteria qualifying the property (Enter categories from instructions) 
for National Register listing.) 
 ARCHITECTURE  

  A Property is associated with events that have made   
 a significant contribution to the broad patterns of   
 our history.   
    

 B Property is associated with the lives of persons   
 significant in our past.   
    
⌧ C Property embodies the distinctive characteristics   
 of a type, period, or method of construction or   
 represents the work of a master, or possesses   
 high artistic values, or represents a significant and  
 distinguishable entity whose components lack Period of Significance 
 individual distinction.  1870s, 1938-1962  
    

 D Property has yielded, or is likely to yield,   
 information important in prehistory or history.   
 
Criteria Considerations Significant Dates 
(Mark “x” in all boxes that apply.)  

Property is:   1870s, 1938  
 A owned by a religious institution or used for   

 religious purposes. 
  Significant Person 

 B removed from its original location. (Complete if Criterion B is marked above) 
   N/A  

 C a birthplace or grave. 
  Cultural Affiliation 

 D a cemetery.  N/A  
 E a reconstructed building, object, or structure.   
 F a commemorative property.   

  Architect/Builder 
 G less than 50 years of age or achieved significance  unknown  

 within the past 50 years.   
 
Narrative Statement of Significance 
(Explain the significance of the property on one or more continuation sheets.) See Continuation Sheet 

9. Major Bibliographical References 
Bibliography  
(Cite the books, articles, and other sources used in preparing this form on one or more continuation sheets.) 

Previous documentation on file (NPS): Primary location of additional data: 
  
  preliminary determination of individual listing (36 ⌧ State Historic Preservation Office 
  CFR 67) has been requested  Other State agency 
  previously listed in the National Register  Federal agency 
  previously determined eligible by the National Register  Local government 
  designated a National Historic Landmark  University 
  recorded by Historic American Buildings Survey  Other 
  #    Name of repository: 
  recorded by Historic American Engineering Record   
  #   
 
 
 
 



Sharp-Wilson House    Sussex County, Delaware  
Name of Property  County and State 
 

10. Geographical Data 
 

Acreage of Property .14  
 
UTM References (NAD 83) 
(Place additional UTM references on a continuation sheet.) 
 
1  18N   464949  4285352   3  18N   464975   4285332  
 Zone  Easting  Northing   Zone  Easting  Northing 

2  18N    464978   4285358  4  18N   464951   4285334  
  
Verbal Boundary Description 
(Describe the boundaries of the property on a continuation sheet.) 
 
Boundary Justification 
(Explain why the boundaries were selected on a continuation sheet.) 
 
11. Form Prepared By 
 
name/title Douglas C. McVarish/Principal Architectural Historian  
 
organization John Milner Associates, Inc.  date March 2008  
 
street & number 1216 Arch Street, 5th Floor  telephone  215-561-7637  
 
city or town Philadelphia  state PA  zip code 19107  
 
Additional Documentation 
Submit the following items with the completed form: 
 
Continuation Sheets 
 
Maps 
 
 A USGS map (7.5 or 15 minute series) indicating the property’s location. 
 
 A Sketch map for historic districts and properties having large acreage or numerous resources. 
 
Photographs 
 
 Representative black and white photographs of the property. 
 
Additional items 
(Check with the SHPO or FPO for any additional items) 
 

Property Owner 
(Complete this item at the request of SHPO or FPO.) 
 
name/title   
 
street & number   telephone   
 
city or town   state   zip code   
 
 
Paperwork Reduction Act Statement: This information is being collected for applications to the National Register of Historic Places to nominate 
properties for listing or determine eligibility for listing, to list properties, and to amend existing listings Response to this request is required to obtain a 
benefit in accordance with the National Historic Preservation Act, as amended (16 U.S.C. 470 et seq.). 
 
Estimated Burden Statement: Public reporting burden for this form is estimated to average 18.1 hours per response including time for reviewing 
instructions, gathering and maintaining data, and completing and reviewing the form. Direct comments regarding this burden estimate or any aspect of 
this form to the Chief, Administrative Services Division, National Park Service, P.O. Box 37127, Washington, DC 20013-7127; and the Office of 
Management and Budget, Paperwork Reductions Projects (1024-0018), Washington, DC 20503. 
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Narrative Description 
 
Located on the south side of Wilson Road, this property includes a late nineteenth-century dwelling, three historic-period 
outbuildings, and two modern outbuildings. Fallow fields and woods are located south of the outbuildings. The house 
stands toward the northern edge of the property, facing north, partially encircled by a dirt, semi-circular driveway. Tall trees 
and shrubs grow across the front lawn.  
 
This rectangular-shaped, wood-framed house stands one-and-one-half-stories in height with a one-and-one-half-story, 
gabled extension attached to the east gable end and shed-roofed addition spanning half the width of the rear. The front 
façade measures six bays. A modern, shed-roofed porch shelters two side-hall front entrances. Fenestration of the façade 
wall consists of single one-over-one and three-over-three, double-hung sash windows. The building’s sides are fenestrated 
with one-over-one and two-over-two, double-hung sash windows. Fenestration of the rear, south side consists of one-over-
one, three-over-three, and three-over-one, double-hung sash windows. The house sits on a brick and concrete-block 
foundation, is clad in cement-asbestos shingles, and is covered by a gabled roof sheathed in composition. Brick chimneys 
rise from both interior gable-ends of the main block.  
 
South of the dwelling stands an early twentieth-century equipment shed, pump house, and shed. Shrouded in overgrowth, 
the equipment shed barely stands in its dilapidated condition. Both the wood-framed pump house and shed are completely 
covered in tarpaper. 
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Statement of Significance: 
 
This property was evaluated for the National Register for its dwelling, a c. 1870s I-house. This is not an uncommon 
property type, and numerous examples of I-houses dating to the same period exist in the general vicinity. Most of these 
suffer from diminished integrity ranging from the application of modern vinyl siding and recent window replacements to 
large additions unsympathetic to the historic massing of a nineteenth-century I-house. The Sharp-Wilson House stands out 
from all of these as a rare surviving example of a more modest version of the type, and it appears to reflect the lower socio-
economic status of its owners/occupants. It is unique in the fact that it is just one-and-one-half stories high, it has its 
entrance to the side rather than the center, and it possesses little to no stylistic elaboration, including the center gable so 
common on other I-houses in the area. The Sharp-Wilson House has been altered since its original construction in the 
1870s, but rather than detracting from its architectural significance, these changes actually enhance it. Over the years this 
small house has been modestly adapted to keep step with perceived modern needs, but always within the constraints of the 
limited means available to a subsistence farmer. Each of the improvements is embodied in a clearly visible cell casually 
attached to the original structure, and most of them appear to have been undertaken by the Wilson family after they 
acquired the property in 1938. Following World War II, possibly encouraged by a growing agricultural economy, the 
Wilsons built a kitchen and bathroom onto the rear of the house and converted the older kitchen to a dining room. While it 
is uncertain if the east wing—originally the kitchen—was always attached to the original house, its separate entrance 
suggests that it was not. The Wilsons added the porch that spans both entrances, and may have attached the “new” dining 
room to the main house at that time. All of the changes wrought by the Wilsons are in keeping with the scale and character 
of the original house, and it retains integrity of design as an I-house. As a rare example of a modest-style nineteenth-century 
I-house “modernized” in the middle of the twentieth century, the Sharp-Wilson House is eligible for the National Register 
under Criterion C.  
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Sharp-Wilson House 
Sussex County, Delaware 
 
Statement of Significance (cont.): 
 
Historical Overview 
 
From 1913 until recently, the property consisted of a 15-acre parcel on the west side of the railroad right-of-way, on both 
sides of Wilson Road. These 15 acres were carved out of a 90-acre parcel that had its origins in two tracts of land: a 12-acre 
parcel traced back to 1901 and a 78-acre parcel that originated in a larger, 121.75-acre tract traced back to 1891. A detailed 
chain-of-title is presented below and summarized in a chart. 
 
Summary of Deed Transactions, Sharp-Wilson House  

Date Acres Transaction 
PARCEL 1 

1891 121.75 John Sharp heirs to Jacob Sharp (probably with buildings; on railroad 
right-of-way) 

1903 78 Jacob & Hester Sharp to Frank Kramer 
   

PARCEL 2 
1901 12 Mary E. Carey to Philip A. Carey 
1904 12 Philip A. Carey to George Donovan 
1905 12 George Donovan to Frank Kramer 

   
CONSOLIDATED PARCEL 

1908 78+12 
(90) 

Frank Kramer to Benton & Annie Gordy 

1913 90 Gordy to Reuben Savage 
1913 15 

(of the 
90) 

Reuben Savage to Benton Gordy (includes house) 

1915 15 Benton & Annie Gordy to Thomas Jerman 
1916 15 Thomas & Mary Jerman to Alvin Lynch 
1919 15 Alvin & Mary Lynch to William Thoroughgood 
1921 15 William Thoroughgood to wife Alice and children Florence Waples 

and George Thoroughgood (inheritance) 
1931 15 consolidated under Alice Thoroughgood 
1932 15 Alice Thoroughgood to children Florence Waples and George 

Thoroughgood (inheritance) 
1934 15 Florence Waples to George Thoroughgood 
1934 15 George Thoroughgood to Philip & Mildred Ellwanger 
1938 15 Philip & Mildred Ellwanger to Eugene & Goldie Wilson 
1998 15 Goldie Wilson to children Ann Conley & Howard Wilson 

(inheritance) 
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Sharp-Wilson House 
Sussex County, Delaware 
 
Statement of Significance (cont.): 
 
Historical Overview (cont.): 
 
The earliest identified transaction involving the larger of the two tracts occurred in 1891 when the heirs of John Sharp, 
including John S., Isaac M., and Milla A. Sharp and Land and Fannie Walls, sold a 121.75-acre tract of land to Jacob H. 
Sharp for $400. The deed indicated that the tract was sold to Jacob Sharp because his house and buildings had been 
destroyed in a May 1891 fire, implying that he chose the new tract because there were already buildings on it. The tract was 
described as adjoining land of Shadrach Short, Joseph S. Collins, lands later of Daniel Reynolds, lands of George Torbert, 
ex-Governor James Ponder, and lying on the Delaware, Maryland, and Virginia Railroad (Sussex County Deed Book 
114:309, May 1891). How the elder Sharp had acquired the land is uncertain. No previous deed references his purchase of 
the land. 
 
At the time of the 1870 Census, John Sharp was 65 and lived with 53-year-old Priscilla, his wife. Sharp was listed as a 
farmer who owned real estate valued at $3,450 and personal goods valued at $400. 
 
In 1903 Jacob H. and Hester Sharp of Georgetown sold a 78-acre portion of this tract to Frank M. Kramer of Brandywine 
Hundred, New Castle County, for $1,900 (Sussex County Deed Book 146:283, November 28, 1903).  
 
The second, smaller tract was sold in an unrecorded 1901 transaction from Mary E. Carey to Philip A. Carey. The Careys 
appear to have been husband and wife. In the 1900 Census they are listed in Georgetown. Philip was recorded as 25, Mary 
as 24. How Mary acquired the property has not been determined due to lack of previous deeds. In 1904 Philip A. Carey sold 
the 12-acre and 72 perch tract to George D. Donovan for $93.00 (Sussex County Deed Book 148:398, July 30, 1904). In 
1905, Donovan of Georgetown sold the parcel to Frank M. Kramer for $125.00 (Sussex County Deed Book 154:104, 
December 22, 1905). 
 
Three years later, Kramer sold two tracts, one of 78 acres and the second of 12 acres and 22 perches, to Benton B. Gordy 
and Annie E. Gordy of Nanticoke Hundred for $2,200 (Sussex County Deed Book 162:390, January 11, 1908). Based on 
the information noted in census and on-line family history records, Benton was 41 and Annie around 44 years of age at this 
time, and had three children, Harvey (21), Dollie (14), and Ella (13). 
 
In 1913 Gordy sold both tracts of land to Reuben L. Savage (Sussex County Deed Book 188:5, June 4, 1913). Again, based 
on the information noted in census records, Reuben was approximately 36 years of age, married, and had two children at the 
time of this purchase. 
  
Six months later, for the consideration of $1.00, Benton Gordy bought back 15 of the 90-acres of land that he had sold to 
Savage. Part of the buy-back included land that contained the house (Sussex County Deed Book 194:441, January 1, 1914). 
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Sharp-Wilson House 
Sussex County, Delaware 
 
Statement of Significance (cont.): 
 
Historical Overview (cont.): 
 
By December of 1915, Benton and Annie Gordy sold the property to Thomas W. Jerman of Georgetown Hundred, Sussex 
County for $1.00 (Sussex County Deed Book 199:171, December, 1915). Census records indicate that Thomas was 58 
years of age at the time of this purchase. Nearly a year and a half later, Thomas and his wife, Mary E., sold the 15-acre tract 
of land to Alvin N. Lynch of Nanticoke Hundred, Sussex County, for $1,400.00 (Sussex County Deed Book 203:575, April 
19, 1917). Upon review of census records it was learned that Alvin was 39 years of age at the time of this purchase. He and 
his wife had two daughters, and a son on the way. Alvin’s occupation was listed as a “general farmer.”  
 
In 1919 Alvin and his wife, Mary, sold the property to William J. Thoroughgood of Georgetown, a retail merchant in the 
Hardware industry (Sussex County Deed Book 216:452, October 10, 1919). William died intestate a year and a half later, 
June 11, 1921, at the age of 60. His heirs-at-law were his wife, Alice, and two children, Florence T. Waples and George M. 
Thoroughgood. Nearly ten years later, George and Florence transferred their respective portions of the property to their 
mother, Alice, for the consideration of $1.00, presumably to consolidate all of the land under her name (Sussex County 
Deed Book 293:372, January 8, 1931). Alice died intestate a year later, January 5, 1932, and the property went to her two 
children. In August of 1934, Florence sold her interest in the property to her brother, George (Sussex County Deed Book 
298:208, August 21, 1934).  
 
In less than a month’s time, George and his wife, Pearl, sold the 15-acre parcel of land to Philip S. and Mildred C. 
Ellwanger of Georgetown Hundred, Sussex County, for $1.00 (Sussex County Deed Book 297:225, September 11, 1934). 
In 1938 the Ellwanger’s sold the property to Eugene and Goldie Wilson, also of Georgetown (Sussex County Deed Book 
311:581, February 11, 1938). 
 
The property is currently owned by Ann Conley and Howard Wilson, the children of Eugene and Goldie. They inherited the 
property in 1998 after their parents’ deaths. According to Ms. Conley, her parents moved into the house soon after marrying 
in the late 1930s.  
 
The interior of the main block includes four rooms, a living room and bedroom on the entrance level and two bedrooms on 
the second floor. A stairwell is located in the center of the house connecting the two floors. The single cell/room on the east 
end of the house contains the historic kitchen, which now functions as a dining room. It is unknown if this section of the 
house was ever a separate cell from the main block or original to the dwelling’s construction. Known additions to the house 
include the present-day kitchen and bathroom, which extend from the rear, east end of the entrance level, and the front 
porch. It is unknown when the kitchen and porch were added, but it was sometime before the bathroom was constructed in 
1954. Prior to the installation of the bathroom, the property had an outdoor outhouse.  
 
Historically, the property was used for crop and chicken farming. Mr. Wilson harvested corn and soybeans. Three large 
chicken houses stood south of the house until 1984, at which time they were demolished. The feed room of one of the 
chicken houses is still extant (.002), but unused. (Conley 2007). 
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Sharp-Wilson House 
Sussex County, Delaware 
 
Statement of Significance (cont.): 
 
Historical Overview (cont.): 
 
The construction date of the house is not certain, but it is likely it was built after 1868 as nothing is indicated in this location 
in the Beers atlas, not even a roadway. Deed research suggests there was a dwelling on the property by 1891, when it was 
sold to Jacob Sharp after his house had been destroyed in a fire. A structure is clearly indicated in this location on the USGS 
topographic quadrangle surveyed in 1917, and a 1937 aerial photograph shows the dwelling, two sizable unidentified 
outbuildings, and a chicken house. At this time, woodlots occupied the east and south sides of the property, and large 
rectangular open fields lay to the north and west. By 1954 the larger of the two unidentified outbuildings had been replaced 
by approximately a half a dozen small miscellaneous outbuildings. Seven-years later, in 1961, the property consisted of the 
house, one unidentified outbuilding, and three chicken houses. The same collection of buildings is evident in aerials shot in 
1962 and 1968. By 1992 a U-shaped driveway extended around the rear of the house, and the unidentified outbuilding 
remained immediately south of the house; the chicken houses were gone.  
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Sharp-Wilson House 
Sussex County, Delaware 
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2007 Current property owner (CRS No. S-03216). Telephone interview with Courtney L. Clark, JMA Architectural 

Historian, 26 June 2007. Notes on file, John Milner Associates, Inc., Philadelphia. 
 
Sussex County Deed Books 
v.d. Sussex County Recorder of Deeds. Administration Building. Georgetown, Delaware. 
 
 



NPS Form 10-900-a OMB APPROVAL NO. 1024-0018 
 
United States Department of the Interior 
National Park Service 
 
National Register of Historic Places 
Continuation Sheet 
 
Section number 10  Page 1  
 
 
Sharp-Wilson House 
Sussex County, Delaware 
 
Geographical Data 
 
Verbal Boundary Description 
 
The National Register boundary for the Sharp-Wilson House is an approximately .14-acre polygon in the northwest corner 
of Sussex County tax parcel 135-9.00-51.02 that includes the house and western driveway entrance from Wilson Road. 
From the northwestern corner of the tax parcel, the boundary extends 95 feet along Wilson Road, then 84 feet south, 81 feet 
west, and 60 feet north along the parcel line to the point of beginning. 
 
Boundary Justification 
 
The surrounding yard, woods, and fields are excluded from the boundary because they do not contribute to the architectural 
significance of the house under Criterion C. 
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Sharp-Wilson House 
Sussex County, Delaware 
 
 
Photographs 
 

Photograph 1 of 3. View of façade, camera faces south; the “new” dining room is in the single-story wing on the left.  
(2/2004) 
 
Photograph 2 of 3. View of façade and east side, camera faces southwest; the “new” kitchen is visible to the left, behind the 
dining-room addition. (11/2005) 
 
Photograph 3 of 3. View of rear and west side, camera faces east, northeast; the “new” bathroom is the small shed-roof 
appendage on the right. (11/2005) 
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Sharp-Wilson House 
Sussex County, Delaware 
 
Photograph 1 of 3: 
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Sharp-Wilson House 
Sussex County, Delaware 
 
Photograph 2 of 3: 
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Sharp-Wilson House 
Sussex County, Delaware 
 
Photograph 3 of 3: 
 
 


