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ABSTRACT

A Terminal Phase II archaeological survey was completed for the Delaware Department of
Transportation (DelDOT) for a World War I Railroad associated with the U.S. 301 Project
Development in New Castle County, Delaware. The railroad corridor was identified during
Phase Ib survey of Section 1 of the project and recorded as the Mt. Pleasant to Port Penn
Railroad (CRS N145191). Terminal Phase II archaeological survey was performed to discover
the original purpose of the former rail line and how it functioned in the overall World War I war
effort.

The railroad was designed and built under contract to the U.S. Army in the summer and fall of
1918 by the Marlin-Rockwell Bomb Loading Company. The line was to connect the proposed
Marlin-Rockwell bomb loading plant at Port Penn on the Delaware River to the Pennsylvania
Railroad at Mt. Pleasant, 8.5 miles to the west. The line never fulfilled its purpose because the
war ended and the Army cancelled the plant construction contract. The majority of freight the
line hauled consisted of construction materials, such as lumber, brick, steel, and terra cotta tiles.
Later, after the war ended, the access line was used to haul materials off of the site for salvage.
The rails and ties had been removed by the mid-1920s, and the right-of-way had reverted to its
former owners. Because the rail line did not play a significant role in the World War I war effort,
it is considered not eligible for inclusion in the National Register of Historic Places.
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