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Introduction 

The purpose of this report is to describe the results of archaeological 

investigations in the basements of buildings designated as numbers 16, 17, 18 

19, and 23 within the Wilmington Boulevard Project Phase II, New Castle County, 

Delaware (Map 1 &Plate 1). All five buildings are located on 2nd Street 

between French Street and Walnut Street within the proposed right of way and 

have been designated for demolition. 

Investi~ations were undertaken to ascertain resource integrity, signi­

ficance and :ontent of each of the five basements and to recommend possible 

cost reducin~ demolition procedures while maximizing the preservation of 

archaeologic~l resources encountered. 

Methodology 

The methodology employed in this investigation revolved around determining 

the presence or absence of surface and/or subsurface features in the basements. 

Consultation was undertaken with the Delaware Division of Historical and 

Cultural Affairs, and Delaware Division of Highways Project Planning Section. 

Field illvestigations consisted of a walkover of each basement together 

with subsurfilce testing in the form of test Plts, bucket augering and shovel 

scrapes. All test locations were placed well within three feet of each other. 

Measurements were taken and maps made of the basements (Figures 1, 2, 3, &4). 

A total of two days were spent in the five basements August 1st and 4th. 

Kevin W. Cunringham served as principal investigator. Joann L. Calvert and 

John W. Martin served as assistants. 

Results and ~ecommendations 

The starding structure basements which were investigated must have been 



bunt sometine within the 21 year period between 1847 and 1868. The Rea 

and Pri ce 18 ~7 r~ap, Pl an of the Ci ty of Hil mi ngton shows no structures wi thi n 

the 2nd Stre~t area between French Street and Halnut Street while the Beers 

Map indicate; that this street was completely built up and inhabited by 1868. 

The fol lowing contains the results of the test excavations within 

buildings 16 1 17, 18, 19, and 23 together with the recommendations which will 

insure maxilTIllm preservation of the archaeological resources encountered. 

Building 23: (Figure 1 &5) 

One 2 I :< 21 test pit and one bucket auger sampl e confi rmed the presence 
of an insitu Bl soil horizon immediately under a 1/32 11 organic/grease zone. 
The well devl~loped Bl horizon is minimally 3-4000 years old. Hith the 
information 'chat the insitu soil predates any historic occupation and that 
any feature ,~ould be noticable immediately under the organic/grease zone, we 
proceeded to place 14 shovel scrapes, each scrape being approximately 
1 I X 1I. No features were noted and no further archaeological work will be 
necessary. 

Building 19: 

No expo~ied so il hori zons, the basement floor is completely covered with 
cement. No ·~urther archaeological work is necessary. 

Building 18: (Figure 2) 

The basE!ment floor is completely covered with cement except a small 
12' 2" N':'S b" 10 I 3" E-H secti on in the southwest corner of the basement. 
Six shovel s~:rapes noted a 511 ash zone underlain by an identical Bl horizon 
which was prE!Sent in building 23. No features were noted and the ash zone 
is relativel~' recent as indicated by the lack of compaction. No further 
archaeological work is necessary. 

Building 17: (Figure 3) 

Twenty-'~i ve shovel scrapes exposed the same hod zons as those in 



buildings 23 and 18, an extremely thin zone of organic/grease underlain by 
an insitu well developed Bl horizon. One feature was noted in the extreme 
southwest co~ner of the small back room. A test pit was dug to a depth of 
one and one-'lalf feet and uncovered 1 stoneware sherd, 1 marble, 1 window 
glass fragment, and 1 comb. All artifacts appear to be very recent. The 
area around 'the test pit was scraped in an attempt to expose the whole feature 
but the area was quite disturbed and all excavation was stopped so as not 
to ruin what may be left of the feature. This area will be completely 
covered by p'lywood and left intact for any further archaeological excavation 
that may be done in the future. 

Building 16: (Figure 4) 

The baSI!ment floor consisted enti re ly of recent fi 11 that may have been 
associated w'ith the construction of a new brick wall within building 16's 
east basemen1: wall and the west wall of the three story brick building 
situated on i:he corner of 2nd and Walnut Streets. Twenty-five shovel tests 
each going 811 -12" in depth indentified a 1/32" organic/grease zone underlain 
by a silty c· ay horizon which contains small red brick fragments throughout. 
No features \/ere identified and it is felt that the recent fill which has 
a minimum depth of eight to twelve inches offers an excellent protective 
layer to the basement surface. 

The following is a list of the Revised Specifications as a result of a 

meeting on Jetnuary 18, 1980 and placed in a memorandum to George D. Knutkowski 

from Joseph T. Wutka dated January 28, 1980. Our changes that we see applicable 

to Buildings 16, 17, 18, 19, and 23 are placed in CAPITAL LETTERS after each 

speci fi cati on. 

1) All work is to be done with a State Inspector present. 

2) Dirt basement floors are to be covered with 1/2 inch C-D grade 
ply~~od prior to demolition of the upper portions of the building. 

ALL BASElvlENTS ARE EXEMPT FROM THIS EXCEPT THE SI\1ALL FEATURE, 
IDmTI FI ED AS SUCH, WHICH IS LOCATED IN THE EXTREr~E SOUTHWEST 
COR~ER IN BUILDING 17. 
PL n,IOOD SHEETS WILL BE 

A MAXIMUM OF TWO 1/2 INCH C-D GRADE 
PLACED BY DELAWARE DOT PERSONNEL AT 

THI~ LOCATION (see Figure 3). 



3)	 Unpaved areas adjacent to buildings to be demolished s where 
mechanical equipment will be utilized, will be matted to insure 
minimal disturbance of ground areas. Note: a type and thickness 
of the matting should be included in the specifications. 

THIS MUST BE EMPHASIZED. OUR INVESTIGATIONS IN THE BACK YARD 
LOT~; NOTED THE PRESENCE OF 4 PRIVIES OR WELLS, ONE EACH BEHIND 
BUIL.DINGS 16, 17, 18 s AND 23. AS AN EXTRA PRECAUTION DELAWARE 
DOT PERSONNEL WILL STAKE AND FLAG EACH PRIVY/WELL. 

4)	 Demcllition of the buildings shall be done in such a manner as 
to not damage cellar walls and floors. 

5)	 No nechanical work shall occur within two feet of the basement 
floor level. 

THI~; IS NON-APPLICABLE EXCEPT AROUND THE EXTREME SOUTHWEST 
CORi'IER OF BU ILDING 17 l~HERE THE FEATURE HAS BEEN LOCATED (see. 
Figure 3). 

6)	 In paragY'aph 2, page 7 of specifications, the second sentence 
should be changed to reads Buildings foundation walls shall 
be l'emoved to ground 1eve1. 

7)	 In future specifications, the contractor, prior to beginning 
work, shall notify the Department to contact the State Historic 
Preservation Office by letter with copy to the contractor that 
the SHPO has two weeks to remove any objects, part or pieces 
of 1:he buildings or buildings under consideration for demolition 
prior to the initiation of that demolition. 

The	 results of our field reconnaissance and testing resulted in the 

discovery of one feature. This feature will be completely covered and 

preserved. "e feel that our recommendations made above (in caps) and 

within the fl'amework of the original revised specifications will permit 

cost reducin!l demolition procedures while maximizing the preservation of 

the archaeological data. 



FIGURE 2
 

BUILDING 7
 

TEST PIT I - PROFILE OF SOUTH WALL
 

Zone I Surface 1/32 11 

Zone I I-~===~:::::::::= II=:=::::=::::===================:::;;:::::::::::::::::::=========!-III6
Zone I II 

I------------------------------~-I
11

1/2 

Zone IV---4--­

Zone I -­ D,~rk b"lack organic/grease human occupation 

Zone II - G'''ey/white ash 

Zone III- Dark b,'own silty sand with broken brick throughout 

Zone IV - L'ight brown-yellow clay with small amounts of mica BI horizon 

o Inches
1 

5 
1---~~~--! 



FIGURE 5
 

BUILDING 23
 I
 

TEST PIT 1 - PROFILE OF SOUTH WALy 

Zone 1 

I 

Surface 
1/32" 

Zone 2 

q Inches 

Zone Dark black organic/grease human occupation 

Zone 2 Light brown-yellow clay with small amounts of mica Bl horizon 



TABLE I 

LOCATION &CONDITION OF 
PRIVY/WELLS 

BEHIND BLDG. 

23 

# DIMENSIONS/ N..S 

45" 

E-W DEPTH 

34" 

CONDITION 

Fully exposed)walls are stable 

19 36" Partially exposed 

17 46" 6 1 6" Fully exposed, I course 
gium Block underlain by
walls are stable 

of Bel­
brick, 

16 46" 46" 38" Fully exposed, walls are stable 

All privy/wells eire located within eight feet of the b~ck walls. All appear to have 
had material takem from them as evidenced by the dirt iundS adacent to each. Select 
fill} a course yellow orange sand,will be placed by the demolition contractor into each 

•privy/well and will bury them to a depth of I-2 1 Pri y/well behind building 23 will 
be covered by the proposed access road while those behind buildings 19, 17, and 16 
will be to the east of the proposed route. . 
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BUILDING 7
 

Introduction 

The following are the results and recommendations 0 our archaeological inves­

tigations in the basement of building #7 (Ace's Restauran ) within the Wilmington Boul­

evard Project Phase II, New Castle County, Delaware (Map I and Plate I). Building 7 

is located on the corner of King end Front Streets. This transmittal will be included 

as part of our first report dated August 1980 entitled Ar haeological Investigations of 

Ground Surfaces In Buildings 16, 17, 18, 19, and 23 Withi The Wilmington Boulevard 

Project Phase II 2nd Street Between French &Walnut Stree s, DEL Dot Archaeological File 

Report # 14. 

Results and Recommendations 

Building 7: (Figure I &2) 

One 2'X2 1 test pit together will 9 shovel scrapes i the larger (north room) and 

9 shovel test pits in the (south room) noted the presence of two distinct profiles but 

no features were present. The larger (north room) (Figure I) exh"ibited a 1/32 11 

organic/grease zone underlain by a 1/32 11 ash zone. This as underla"in by a recent fill 

with an approximate depth of I 1/4". All three of these ones are underlain by the same 

BI horizon which was noted in buildings 23, 18 and 17. e smaller (south room) exhibited 

a 1/32" organic/grease zone underlain by a yellowish sand /pebble lense which had a 

minimum depth of 12 11 
• This situation lends itself to man interpretations. There is a 

possibility that the structure was built and then added 0 to. The two seperate rooms 

which contain two distinctly different soil horizons }.nd itself to this poss"ibility. 

Further archival research including map studies could det rmine exactly the building 

process of this corner lot. No features were noted and n further archaeological work 

will be necessary within this building. 
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DIVISION OF HISTORICAL AND CULTURAL AF AIRS 
HAl L Of RHORU, • UUVf'R 

(302)'i'~-5314 

• I'lYOl 01 
P. 

State House, 
O. Box 1401 

The Green 

Bureau of Archaeology and 
Historic Preservation 

736 

August	 12, 1980 

MEMO~tDUM TO:	 Kevin W. CUnningham, Project lanning Archaeologist, 
Division of Highways 

FROM:	 Faye L. Stocum, ArChae010gi~t Bureau of Archaeology 
and Historic Preservation .~ I 

SUBJECT:	 ARCHAEOLOGICAL INVESTIGATIONS
I 

IN WILMINGTON BOULEVARD 
PROJECT, PHASE II 

I have reviewed the above cited survey/assess ent and recommendations 
for a revised, cost-effective demolition of ese Second Street 
properties. I concur with your findings and ecommendations. 

As a note of clarification under your Results & Recommendations 
section, I found out that Second Street was 0 cupied during the 
late-eighteenth and early-nineteenth centurie. Without going to 
pre-Rea and Price documents, such as city dir ctories and deeds, 
this information is not readily apparent. 

J
 



STATE OF DELAWARE 
DEPARTMENT OF STATE 

DIVISION OF HISTORICAL AND CULTURAL AFF IRS 
tX«D{OOIJ«KomoxKlllOGElO(~X Old StateHouse, The Green 

BLJREAU or ARCHAfOLOCY AND (302l::(lXfk5314 P.o. Box 1401 
HISTORIC PRESERVATION 

736 Dov r, Delaware 19901 

July 25, 1980 

MEMORANDUM TO:	 Joseph T. Wutka, Jr., Locational Studi 
Environmental Engineer, Division of Hi 

FROM:	 Daniel R. Griffith, Deputy State Histo ic preserva~'~ 
Officer, Bureau of Archaeology & Histo ic preservati~ 

SUBJECT:	 Cultural Resources in South Wilmington Boulevard, 
Phase II Contract Area 

It will be necessary to test for integrity in the base nts of those 
structures containing dirt floors. By ascertaining resource integrity 
and content it will be possible to recommend appropria , cost reducing 
demolition procedures while maximizing the preservatio of historic 
archaeological data contained therein. Please contact Faye on this 
matter. She can assist Kevin in devising and executing an appropriate 
testing procedure. 

cc:	 Nick Blendy 
Kevin Cunningham 
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736-4642 
, D:ElXX 
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)Ir.. .1.... ~'ztaw;5ti " 
, ',t~staatDis'tric:t lBD.~
 

!lforth Dist.rict '. '
 
.'·.0. Boz.	 a 

, lleer. DE:. 19101 
"' .. , 

";j<U:	 State c.~UJlC)~. 79-011-08
 
P.. A. Con'tra.et No.. JC-SOO2(3)
 
1fibli.DgtQl1 al~ De""'litian" Part Y
 

, ,; .'; _;.'.!"i: ~;.o:·'·~·"<~'>.";:"":?;'/<:'~::<.',>.i.''';~''C 
,	 ...:. '~ .~ '.. ' 'c , • 

'.	 '., E~ar Jfr.. LUttySkowsU:'. :";~;'1.·'!~:;:':"'··' ',. ", 
. ' .....day~ ~gust 20.,':1980 we _'with Mr. Paul Beat'tie. Sate Inspector, 
:' Cil the 1filainatCll Blvd. __lltica'ittojed: ad Ms. 'qe SUJCU8. prebist.oric 

Il:l'cbaeolog1st. SSPO" to tliSCllSS th& %ftK)ft..l c,f several bee st~s wh.ich are 
];ocated aar t.he amMr of 'Jtoftt .... ling Streets WlbiillgtOll (see eDclosun) •. 

, 1:b Metbag was _14 as a reSult of. Mr. Beatt.ie·scalI, TUuday. August 19, 1980 
1~ the problni whereby a. nee. S'tl1IIp 1IaS iJatruding into • h1s~ric pri~/wel1 .. 

.-' ~', , " .. 

, ', •....• ' Asper calr CCBlyerutima at. tIae:..etiag,. it AS collCludeci that the· historic 
'IriYT/weil would ben tie pre.sened far fut:Uft coasideJ'ati<lD by siJlply eut:ting 

. 1M intTUcliDC treel'tllJlPS (3):, _ dose. toee ~ surface as possible. 
Iter U. attached plans" the 'three tree rtIDIpSare situated well CR4 of th& 

"i,C:aDStruc'tica liJd:ts of the pmposed extasica of the 'lIllington Blvd. from' 
': .I~g S'tftet to- Poa.rth Street. UpcD- ecDple1:ion of any archaeological 

'. tt:KavatiQIIS ..lea.y tat. place at tills location 1a the future, the three 
ll~t18IpS lfCRIld be .l'U1O'YH as part of a. future construction cmatrad: iD tJd.s area. 
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STATE OF DE1,.AWARE 

DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION 

DIVISION OF HIGHWAYS 
P. O. BOx 778 

OFFICE OF THE COliER. D£\..AWARe: 19901 TELEPHONE: (302) 736-,.~ 

DIRECTOR 

October 15, 1980 

Mr. Daniel Griffith
 
Deputy State Historic Preservation Officer
 
Old State House
 
The Green
 
Dover, Delaware 19901
 

Dear Dan: 

This letter is to confirm our conversation on Monday, October 6, 1980 
concerning the status of the four privy/wells located on the 2nd St. block 
between French and Walnut Streets Wilmington, New Castle County, Delaware 
(see enclosed figure and plate). 

, Thursday September 25, 1980 Mr. Paul Beattie, State Inspector on the
 
Wilmington Blvd. demolition pr6ject called my office to inquire about the
 
possibility of allowing the. demolition contractor, Henry Salvage Inc., to
 
grade off the tops of the four privy/wells located on the ab6~e mentioned
 
block. Mr. Beattie informed me that at least two feet of each privy/well
 
would have to be graded off to curb level inorder to allow for proper drain-:
 
age of the entire area. 1 instructed Mr. Beattie to leave them alone until
 
which time I could inquire as to the integrity of the privy/wells and also
 
consult with you, the Deputy State Historic Preservation Officer.
 

We decided based upon the fact that the four privy/wells had been noted 
as to their surface integrity and mapped in our report (Cunningham, Calvert & 
Martin, August 1980), together with the information gathered from Mr. ROnald 
Selin and Mr. Richard Green that the four privy/wells could be. graded down 
approximately two feet without further destroying the archeological resourse 
while implementing cost reducing demolition procedures. It must be noted 
that Messrs. Selin and Green, now field archeologists with SSI Inc. whom is 
mitigating the cultural resourses on the Wilmington Blvd. had in the past dug
and have in their possession the diagnostic artifacts from each of the four 
privy/wells. We have also been told by Cara Wise, Principal Investigator of 
the Wilmington Blvd. cultural resourse mitigation program that the artifacts 
from the four privy/wellsJas well as all the other features which Messrs. Selin 
and Green had previously dug into within the Wilmington Blvd project will be 
considered and included as part of the data base from tihe area. They insist 
that the artifacts from each separate feature have been kept in separate boxes. 
I will also note that with Messrs. Selin and Green~s cooperation I am in the 



process of locating, mapping and noting the other cultural features which they
"know the location of and/or have dug into. At the completion of this project

a report will be sent to your office. This information should prove to be of
 
value when we send out a Request for Proposals for the cultural resource mit­

igation program for the Wilmington Blvd. Phase II.
 

If lean be of any further assistance concerning this matter please call. 

Very	 truly yours, 

Division of Highways 
~i 

Joseph T. Wutka 
-". \' location Studies &Environmental Engineer 

.~. 

Kevin w. Ounningham
Project Pllanning ArcheologistI . 

t: -­-KWC/jlc
• 

cc:	 Mr. Sipple
Mr. G.B. Pusey
Mr. J. lutryzkowski
Mr. P. Beattie 
Mr. M. Otto 
Mr. N. Blendy 

..' 



STATE OF DELAWARE
 

DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION
 

Augus t 15, 1980 

736-4642 

TO:	 Glen Pusey, Chief, Project Planning Engineer
 
Joeseph Wutka, Location Studies &Environmental Ehgineer
 
Nick Blendy, Environmental Planner
 
Mike Otto, Federal Highway Administration
 
Daniel Griffith, Chief Archaeologist, Division of Historical and
 

Cultural Affairs 
Faye Stocum, Archaeologist, Division of Historical and Cultural Affairs 

RE:	 Further archaeological investigations on the Wilmington Blvd., Phase II.
 
Building #7 (Ace1s Restaurant;) corner of Front and King Streets.
 

5"<.J 

From: Kevin W. Cunningham, Project Planning Archaeologist 

Enclosed are our findings which describes the results and recommendations 
of the above mentioned building. This is to be considered as part of our 
previous investigations within buildings 16, 17, 18, 19 and 23. Also en­
closed is page 10 of this previous report. 

I hope this meets with your "approval. As always, if you have any questions 
or concerns regarding our findings, please contact me at your convenience. 

Very	 truly yours, 

Division of Highways 

Joseph T. Wutka 
Location Studies &Environmental Engineer 

1/ . J /' If'\ J 

~ t-/ ..k-~'-' + "J~"""'K,...-4.0....o~_............-..
 
Kevin W. Cunningham
 
Project Planning Archaeologist .
 

KWC/kwc 

Enclosures 
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STATE OF DEL.AWARE
 

DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION
 

December 23. 1980Mt:MORAt\OUM: 

TO:	 Daniel Griffith, Deputy S.H.P.O. 

FRON:	 Kevin Cunningham. Archaeologist ~c: 

RE:	 Wilmington Boulevard Historic District. National Register Boun~ary 

between King and French Streets 

Concerning our yesterday's conversation of the above mentioned. tog~ther 

with the verbal description of the National Register boundary (see page g). 
I would like to request that you please inform the Keeper of fue National! 
Register of Historic Places as to the actual boundary as outlined on pag~ 3. 

Thank you very much for your concern in this matter. Have a great 
holiday. 

KC/ck 

cc: G. B.	 Pusey / 
J. T. Wutkav 
J. Di ttrreier 




