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What are Urbanized Areas?  
 

 Urbanized Area (UA): Urban Area with population more than 50,000. 
 
 Urban Cluster (UC): Urban Area with population between 2,500 and 50,000. 
 
 Rural: Not in an Urban Area or Urban Cluster. 
 
Who Defines Urban Areas ? 
 

 US Census Bureau, every 10 years, using data from Decennial Census. 
  
 They are based primarily on population counts and residential population 
  density (computed on land area only). 
 
 The National Land Cover Database is also used to identify territory with high 
  imperviousness. 
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What are the Census Bureau Procedures for Delineating Urbanized 
 Areas? 
  
 1) Automated, GIS-based process performed by Census Bureau, Geography  
  Division. 
 
 2) Identify “Initial Urban Area Core”: 
  
  Identify Contiguous Census tracts, each having a land area of less than 
   3 square miles and a population density of 1,000 persons per 
   square mile. 
 
 
  Note: “One Square Mile Means: 
 

   1000 Persons per 640 Acres, or 
 

   About 400 Dwelling Units per 640 Acres. 
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What are the Census Bureau Procedures for Delineating Urbanized 
 Areas? 
  
  
 3) Then, Add Census Blocks to Initial Urban Area Core: 
 
  a) If Contiguous and meets at least one of the following criteria: 
 

   – Population density of at least 500 persons per square mile. 

   – At least one-third of the census block is territory with at  
    least 20% imperviousness and meets Census  
    “compactness” criteria. 
 

   – Above imperviousness criteria and at least 40% of block  
    boundary is contiguous with qualifying territory. 
 
 4) Repeat .  .  .   until all qualifying contiguous territory added .  .  .   
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What are the Census Bureau Procedures for Delineating Urbanized Areas? 
 
5) Add “Non-Contiguous Territory”  
 Via “Hops and Jumps” 
 

            Use Same GIS-Based process to Identify  
 Areas Meeting Population-Densities 
 and ALL Qualifying Criteria, But Are  
 Separated by Exempted Territory  
 (water, undevelopable land, forests,  
 roads, etc.) 
 
 

Hop: “Skip” along a road connection of  
 no more than 0.5 miles (multiple hops 
 allowed along same road. 
 
 Jump: “Skip” along a road connection of  
 more than 0.5 miles but no more 
 than 2.5 miles  
 (only one jump permitted along  
 any given road connection) 
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“HOPS” 
 
Non-contiguous areas will be ADDED to the Urbanized Area IF  
 they are separated by  LESS THAN 0.5 miles of Low Density land area. 
 

Multiple hops may be made along a single connecting road (< 0.5 mile EACH) 
 

Hops account for alternating patterns of residential and non-residential uses. 
 

Hops match roadway access patterns, especially for freeways and major arterials. 
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“JUMPS” 
 
A Single Jump of up to 2.5 miles is Permitted. 
 

Jumps can be Paired with Hops (and Multiple hops), but no Hops after Jumps. 
 

Jumps are often used for passing over water, or longer stretches of  
 alternating residential and non-residential patterns. 
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Comparison of Urbanized Area Populations: 
 
 
                                                                  2000 Census               2010 Census 
                                                                        Urban Population      Proportion               Urban Population      Proportion 

 
200,000 + Urban Areas: 
 New Castle County            464,548       87.5%           481,625       78.0% 
  
 
 
Smaller than 200,000 Urban Areas: 
               Kent County                           65,044       12.2%           110,769      17.9% 
 
               Sussex County                       ~1,440         0.3%              24,558        4.1% 
 
 
               State Totals:                       531,032                               616,952 
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Is there an Appeal Process with the  
 location of an urban area boundary? 
 
 The Census Bureau does not have an appeal process.  
 
 “The Census Bureau applies published criteria with statistical and other publicly 
 available data to identify a nationally consistent set of urban areas, defined in 
 as objective a manner as possible.” 
 
 
Does the Census Bureau allow local governments and  
 other groups to participate in the delineation  
 of urban area boundaries?  
 
 No. 
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Why Did Sussex County’s Urbanized Area Increase So Much ? 
  
 The Urbanized Clusters of Laurel and Seaford (Defined in the 2000 Census)  
  Became Part of the Delmar Portion of the Salisbury Urbanized Area.  
 
  This was due to: 
 
   1) Growth Since 2000, and 
   2) Application of New, Revised “2010 Census  
    Urban Area Criteria Thresholds”,  
    including “Hops & Jumps Method”. 
 
 
 Urban Clusters Defined in the 2000 Census (Milford, Lewes, Rehoboth Beach,  
  Dewey Beach, Ocean View, Millville, Georgetown, Millsboro, and  
  Fenwick Island) All Expanded.  
 
 
























