
NANTICOKE HERITAGE BYWAY

Appendix A - Defi nitions and Acronyms
All-American Roads (AAR) - Public roads that have 
been designated by the federal government as 
satisfying National Scenic Byways criteria and have 
satisfi ed the additional criteria and requirements for 
designation as All-American Roads pursuant to the 
National Scenic Byways Program and its implementing 
legislation and regulations.  All-American Road status 
is the highest designation that can be achieved 
through National Scenic Byways.

Annual Average Daily Traffi  c (AADT) - The Annual 
Average Daily Traffi  c (AADT) is the total volume of 
vehicular traffi  c on a roadway throughout the entire 
year divided by 365 days (Annual Volume / 365 = 
AADT).  The AADT tells how many vehicles utilize a 
roadway.

Archeological Resources - The physical evidence or 
remains of known historic or prehistoric human life, 
activity or culture in Delaware. For example, signifi cant 
ruins, artifacts, inscriptions, structural and/or human 
remains may all be considered archeological resources. 
These resources diff er from historic resources in that 
they may have existed before written records were 
kept in an area.

Attraction - A specifi c site, building, structure, event, 
or other occurrence that can be physically entered, 
attended, or seen. Example: Museum, aquarium, park, 
monument, festival.

Interpretive Sites (I) - Sites that commemorate specifi c 
Underground Railroad events or interpret the general 
history of the Underground Railroad, including 
museums and historical markers.

Comprehensive Plan - A general community plan 
that describes land use patterns according to 
whether a given district or parcel will be devoted to 
residential, commercial, or industrial use.  Such a plan 
also includes transportation, public facilities, and 
sometimes social services or redevelopment (urban 
renewal) plans.

Context - The setting in which a Byway exists, 
including, but not limited to its physical, scenic, 
aesthetic, historic, environmental, and safety qualities.

Corridor - The road or highway right-of-way and the 
adjacent area that is visible from and extending along 
the highway. The distance the corridor extends from 
the highway could vary with the diff erent intrinsic 
qualities. (Federal Register, National Scenic Byways 
Program, 1995)

Corridor Management Plan (CMP) - A written 
document that specifi es the actions, procedures, 
controls, operational practices, and administrative 
strategies to maintain the scenic, cultural, historic, 
recreational, archeological and natural qualities of 
the scenic byway. (Federal Register, National Scenic 
Byways Program, 1995).

Cultural Context Sites (C) - Connotes a site or area 
that is related to broad themes of the Underground 
Railroad historic context, such as the growth of free 
black communities and churches, abolitionist Quaker 
families and meetinghouses, African Americans in the 
Civil War and others.

Cultural Resources - Portions of the human 
environment that express aesthetics, traditions, values 
and customs. Traditions are associated with distinct 
groups of people, which are passed on from one 
generation to the next. Cultural Resources include 
crafts, music, arts, dance or drama, rituals, tribal or 
ethnic customs, festivals, languages, museums, foods, 
special events, vernacular architecture, physical or 
recognized legacies, non-resource based recreational 
activities, and customs practiced by people, either in 
the past or present.

Discovery Zone - Five unique segments of the Byway, 
abundant with local history and tradition, but all 
with distinctive characteristics. The fi ve Discovery 
Zones along the Nanticoke Heritage Byway are: North 
Seaford, Seaford Proper, Woodland/Bethel, Laurel, and 
Concord.
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Federal Highway Administration (FHWA) - The U.S. 
government agency which oversees all highway 
transportation issues for the nation.

Federal Highway Beautifi cation Act (FHBA) - Refers 
to the national legislation regulating the construction 
of signage on the Interstate and Federal-Aid Primary 
highway systems.

Historical Marker - Historical markers are usually 
placed at important historical locations and sites 
across the state.  These markers off er historical facts, 
stories and interpretation regarding the sites.

Historical Resources - Distinctive physical elements in 
the landscape, either natural or manmade, that refl ect 
actions of humans as they relate to past events, sites, 
or structures. These Historical Resources symbolize an 
important era in Delaware history and portray a legacy 
of Delaware that educates viewers while providing 
an appreciation of the past. Resources may include 
buildings, Indian habitations, trails, engineering 
structures, settlement patterns and landscapes.

Intermodal Surface Transportation Effi  ciency Act 

(ISTEA) - Refers to the federal legislation which 
initiated the development of the National Scenic 
Byways Program.

Intrinsic Resources - The cultural, historical, 
archeological, recreational, natural or scenic qualities 
or values along a roadway that are necessary for 
designation as a National Scenic Byway. Intrinsic 
resources are features considered signifi cant, 
exceptional and distinctive by a community and are 
recognized and expressed by that community in its 
comprehensive plan to be of local, regional, statewide 
or national signifi cance and worthy of preservation 
and management.

Intrinsic Qualities - The basic characteristics of a 
scenic byway, corridor or trail. For scenic byways, 
the intrinsic qualities are categorized according to 
scenic, historic, recreational, cultural, natural, and 
archaeological factors.

Level of Service (LOS) - Level of Service is classifi ed as 
a measure-of-eff ectiveness by which traffi  c engineers 
determine the quality of service of transportation 
infrastructure.  The transportation LOS system is 
classifi ed using the letters A through F, with A being 
the best and F being the worst.

Local Government - A county, municipality, or 
consolidated city-county government.

Metropolitan Planning Organization (MPO) or 

Metropolitan Transportation Planning Organization 

(MTPO) - The forum for cooperative transportation 
decision making for the metropolitan planning 
area, as defi ned by Federal Transportation Planning 
Regulation 23 CFR 450.104. MPOs designated prior to 
the promulgation of this regulation remain in eff ect 
until redesignated in accordance with § 450.106 
and nothing in this part is intended to require or 
encourage such redesignation.

Nanticoke - The region surrounding the 64 mile 
Nanticoke River, one of the mid-Atlantic’s most 
preserved waterways, and the Delmarva Peninsula’s 
longest tributary to the historically signifi cant 
Chesapeake Bay.

National Register of Historic Places - The United 
States government’s offi  cial list of districts, sites, 
buildings, structures, and objects deemed worthy of 
preservation. A property listed in the National Register, 
or located within a National Register Historic District, 
may qualify for tax incentives derived from the total 
value of expenses incurred preserving the property.

National Scenic Byway (NSB) - A scenic highway that 
is designated by the Federal government as satisfying 
the criteria for a National Scenic Byway pursuant 
to Section 1047(f ) of Title 23 USC and any federal 
regulation and/or guidelines. These roadways off er 
drivers and passengers views of cultural, historical, 
archeological, recreational, natural or scenic resources 
and provide a relaxed recreational and educational 
experience.
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Natural Resource - The natural environment such 
as wetlands, marshes, geological features, forests, 
landforms or topography, as well as water bodies and 
vegetation that are indigenous and characteristic of 
Oklahoma and its diff ering regions. These resources 
must show minimal evidence of exotic vegetation and 
adverse human disruption.

Primary Resources - These are considered to be 
the most important resources along a scenic byway 
corridor.  In the Harriet Tubman Underground Railroad 
Byway CMP the Primary Resources are coded into four 
(4) categories: Underground Railroad Sites, Cultural
Context Sites, Commemorative/Interpretive Sites, and
Evocative Landscape Sites.

Public Road - A road which is open and available for 
use by the public and dedicated to the public use, 
according to law or by prescription. 

Recreational Resources - Those resources that 
provide either active or passive outdoor recreational 
activities directly dependent upon the natural or 
cultural elements of the landscape. These activities 
may include boating, saltwater and freshwater fi shing, 
hiking, canoeing, camping (RV/Trailer and tent), biking, 
saltwater beach activities, wildlife viewing, horseback 
riding, driving, hunting, and picnicking.

Secondary Resources - Secondary resources are 
important attractors and destinations for the Scenic 
Byway corridor, though they may not refl ect the 
corridor story directly and are therefore considered to 
be Secondary.

Scenic Byway - A public road having special scenic, 
historic, recreational, cultural, archaeological, and/or 
natural qualities that have been recognized as such 
through legislation or some other offi  cial declaration 
(Federal Register, National Scenic Byways Program, 
1995).

Scenic Resources - A combination of natural and 
manmade features that give remarkable character to 
the visual landscape. These resources are striking in 
appearance and provide a pleasing and memorable 
experience to those who view them.

Site - A specifi c location.

Site-Specifi c Interpretation - Interpreting information 
to visitors at a specifi c attraction or site.

Theme - The concept, message, or idea that an 
interpretive program communicates to visitors. 

Transportation Equity Act of the 21st Century (TEA-

21) - Refers to the federal legislation which followed
the Intermodal Surface Transportation Effi  ciency Act
(ISTEA) of 1991 and continued the implementation
of the National Scenic Byways Program and its grant
program.

Viewshed - The area of the landscape that is visible 
from any point along the road.




