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Today’s Agenda

1. Roll Call and Approval of Previous Minutes

2. Public Comment

3. Review Fatal Pedestrian Crashes in Previous Quarter

4. Guest Speaker: Office of State Planning Coordination

5. Public Outreach Calendar Overview

6. Subcommittee Updates

7. Agency Updates

8. Everyone Gets Home Summit

9. Safe Streets for All Grants

10. Next Meeting Date
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1. Roll Call and Approval of 
Previous Meeting Minutes

Roll Call
Please say here when your name is announced.
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2. Public Comment

Delaware Pedestrian Council | Meeting #11

Public Comment
Please limit comments to three minutes or less.
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3. Fatal Pedestrian Crashes - Quarter 1 of 2026

Fatal Pedestrian Crashes January – March 2026

Date Day Time County Full Location Functional Class. # Ped

01/19/26 Monday 6:32 AM Kent
SR 1 BUS | N Rehoboth Blvd, north of SR 14 | NE 
Front St; Milford

Major Collector 1

01/23/26 Friday 6:12 PM New Castle
US 13 | US 40 | S DuPont Hwy SB, south of 
Quigley Blvd

Other Principal Arterial 1

03/08/26 Sunday 7:09 AM New Castle SR 9 | W 4th St & N Jackson St; Wilmington Minor Arterial 1

03/09/26 Monday 4:09 AM Kent
US 13 | N DuPont Hwy NB, north of Kings Hwy 
NE/White Oak Rd;   Dover

Other Principal Arterial 1

03/23/26 Monday 8:08 PM Kent
SR 14 | Milford Harrington Hwy, east of Church 
Hill Rd

Minor Arterial 1
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3. Fatal Pedestrian Crashes - Quarter 1 of 2026
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Axis Title

Fatal Pedestrian Crashes by County (Q1 2025 – Q1 2026)

New Castle County Kent County Sussex County
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Statewide Fatal Pedestrian Crashes (Q1 2025 - Q1 2026)



State Strategies, Land Use and Planning for Safer Communities

State Strategies, Land Use and 
Planning for Safer Communities

Pedestrian Council Meeting

April 23, 2026

Josh Thomas, AICP and Samantha Bulkilvish, AICP 
Principal Planners

Delaware Office of State Planning Coordination



Communication, 
Coordination, 
Collaboration

OSPCMission: The Office of State Planning 
Coordination's mission is the continuous improvement of 
the coordination and effectiveness of land use decisions 
made by state, county, and municipal governments while 
building and maintaining a high quality of life in the State 
of Delaware.



OSPC publishes a monthly newsletter

OSPC publishes a 
monthly newsletter

Send us an email to 
sign up: 
ospc@delaware.gov

mailto:ospc@delaware.gov
https://us16.list-manage.com/survey?u=794aa6b1c4385b7469ad7f775&id=2d1c9056bc
https://us16.list-manage.com/survey?u=794aa6b1c4385b7469ad7f775&id=2d1c9056bc


What we will touch on…

What we will touch on…

• Delaware Strategies for State Policies and 
Spending (State Strategies)

• How that relates to Land Use
• How good land use practices tie into Complete 

Streets design principles
• Other programs helping to focus growth and 

preservation where it matters













Traditional Town Design

Traditional Town Design



Suburban Design: post WWII

Suburban Design: post WWII



And most people live in the suburbs

And most people live in the suburbs





Data Reports • WILMAPCO

https://wilmapco.org/data-reports/
https://wilmapco.org/data-reports/
https://wilmapco.org/data-reports/
https://wilmapco.org/data-reports/






Churchman’s Crossing Rail Station to
Christiana Hospital (16 min. walk)

Must cross 7 traffic lanes



Morris Library to Klondike Kate’s, Newark

(16 min. walk)



Where do you think people want to live?

Where do you
think people
want to live?

Creating Place



Diverse Housing Options

Diverse Housing 
Options

• Ownership vs. Rental

• Size matters

• Attached vs. Detached



Amenities and Services

Amenities and Services

• Near doctors and hospitals

• Grocery stores

• Restaurants

• Salons

• Daycares

• Library



Education

Education

• Before and After Care
options

• Public and private

• Extracurricular 
activities

• High test scores

• Graduation rates
22



Entertainment and Recreation

Entertainment and Recreation

• Parks and
playgrounds

• Movie theaters

• Museums

• Creative outlets

• Restaurants



Transportation

Transportation

• Walkable

• Bikeable

• Pedestrian connectivity

• Bus routes

• Traffic



Re-Thinking Suburban Design

Re-Thinking Suburban Design

From: Retrofitting Suburbia by Ellen Dunham-Jones and June Williamson, John Willey and Sons, Inc. 2011



What is 
preventing our 
Town from 
becoming a 
place people 
want to live?

Ideas for Removing 
Barriers



Take a close look at Zoning

Take a close look at Zoning

Are the zoning districts lining up with the type of
development you want to see in certain areas?

Are the types of development you want
allowed “by right”?

Are your bulk standards too restrictive or not 
restrictive enough?



Access to Funding

Access to Funding

What funding opportunities are available to small 
business?

What funding opportunities are available for affordable 
housing?

Are you able to create further incentive programs to tack 
on to these funds and create opportunities for the types of 
businesses and housing that will attract a workforce?



Not in My Back Yard (NIMBY)

Not in My Back Yard (NIMBY)

• How do you get your communities involved in 
creating a vision for the future?

• Buy in from the community from the beginning 
is important for the success of projects that 
could make your town more attractive to a new 
workforce.



Programs in 
place to 
create an 
attractive 
place to live, 
work & play



1. Start with a strong Comprehensive Plan

1. Start with a strong Comprehensive Plan

• Your Comprehensive Plan 
is a guiding document 
and sets up a vision for 
how you want your town 
to grow and prosper.

• The activity of updating a 
Comprehensive Plan is 
where you can begin to 
gather ideas from the 
community and build 
support for future 
projects.



2. Strategies for State Policies and Spending

2. Strategies for State 
Policies and Spending

• State Strategies helps 
focus statewide spending 
to support growth in areas 
where denser 
development is 
encouraged.

• State Strategies aligns 
State infrastructure and 
services with local 
government 
Comprehensive Plans.



3. Master Plans

3. Master Plans

• Detailed planning for land use, infrastructure, and services 
in sub county/municipal areas.

• Goal is shovel ready, with detailed timing and 
phasing. Ex: Kent County master plans; new Sussex 
Corridor Plans



4. Downtown Development Districts

4. Downtown 
Development Districts

• Attract small business

• Create affordable housing

• Make improvements to 
the central business 
district where people 
want to live/work/play



5. Support for Zoning Reform

5. Support for Zoning Reform
• SJR8 is a pilot program supported by the Delaware 

State Housing Authority to assist municipalities by 
providing technical assistance for zoning reform 
with the goal of increasing affordable housing.

6. State Permitting Accelerator
• EO18 hopes to address challenges including housing

affordability pressures, urgent energy needs, smart 
growth imperatives, and economic competitiveness 
concerns by coordinating agency reviews, 
prioritizing high-impact projects, accelerating 
timelines where legally permissible, and improving 
transparency - without expanding agency authority 
or weakening environmental, health, or safety 
protections.



7. Division of Small Business/Delaware

7. Division of Small Business/Delaware
Prosperity Partnership

• Statewide efforts to promote economic 
development

• Resources for business development

• Assistance for existing businesses wishing to
locate in the state



8. Site Readiness 
Fund/ 
Transportation 
Infrastructure 
Investment
Fund (TIIF)

• Site Readiness Fund 
offered by the Division of 
Small Business promotes 
development or 
improvements of 
commercial and industrial 
sites to attract job-creating 
businesses.

• The TIIF is a grant program 
administered by DelDOT in 
cooperation of DSB to help 
build infrastructure that 
supports new or growing 
businesses in Delaware.



9. Agricultural Preservation / Open
Space

9. Agricultural 
Preservation / Open

Space

• Department of Agriculture has 
programs to assist in the 
preservation of farmland through 
Agricultural Preservation Districts 
and Agricultural Conservation 
Easements

• Department of Ag also has 
programs to assist young farmers 
interested in purchasing farmland.

• Department of Natural Resources 
and Environmental control has 
programs for landowners 
interested in land conservation 
and preserving open space.



10. Climate Resiliency, Climate Action Plan – new land use section

10. Climate Resiliency,
Climate Action Plan –
new land use section

• Senate Bill 237 requires that all 
Counties and municipalities over 
2,000 include ways to increase 
community resiliency and address 
the impacts of climate change 
within their Comprehensive Plans. 
Effective 11/15/2026

• DNREC has recently updated the 
Climate Action Plan which 
includes many resources to help 
municipalities think about ways to 
address climate change.



Conclusion

Conclusion

• In healthy communities, the built environment matters!

– Multimodal transportation

– Active recreation

– Access to healthy food and services

• Demographic shifts, consumer preferences, and
affordability favor creation of more healthy communities.



ThankYou

Thank You

Questions and Answers

Joshua Thomas, AICP Joshua.Thomas@delaware.gov
Samantha Bulkilvish, AICP Samantha.Bulkilvish@delaware.gov

(302) 739-3090
stateplanning.delaware.gov

mailto:Joshua.Thomas@delaware.gov
mailto:Samantha.Bulkilvish@delaware.gov


5. Public Meeting Calendar Overview
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How to Use This Tool

• The State of Delaware Government 

Information Center (GIC) maintains the online 

Public Meeting Calendar. 

• The calendar displays public meetings, 

hearings and workshops of state agencies and 

local government bodies in Delaware.

• Public Meeting Calendar: State of Delaware

https://publicmeetings.delaware.gov/#/search?q=&agencyid=72
https://publicmeetings.delaware.gov/#/search?q=&agencyid=72
https://publicmeetings.delaware.gov/#/search?q=&agencyid=72


5. Project Portal

Page 51

How to Use This Tool

• DelDOT maintains a ‘Projects Portal’ on their 

website to help share the status and 

information regarding all of their projects. 

• The portal displays projects in various stages of 

development throughout Delaware.

• DelDOT Projects Portal - Delaware 

Department of Transportation

https://deldot.gov/projects/
https://deldot.gov/projects/
https://deldot.gov/projects/
https://deldot.gov/projects/
https://deldot.gov/projects/


5. Public Input – DelDOT Interact 
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How to Use This Tool

• DelDOT’s planning section also uses a website 

called DelDOT Interact to share updates and 

additional information regarding active projects.

• This website helps interested members of the 

public participate by sharing their feedback and 

receiving project updates.

• DelDOT Interact- Delaware DOT

https://deldotinteract.org/
https://deldotinteract.org/
https://deldotinteract.org/
https://deldotinteract.org/


6. Subcommittee Updates
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Land Use Coordination Subcommittee

The Land Use Coordination Committee last met on April 20th.

The next meeting will be held on May 18th.

Recent Discussion Items:

• Office of State Planning Coordination – possible Land Use Subcommittee 

involvement with Route 9 corridor study and the Livable Delaware plan

• Everyone Gets Home Summit

• Strong Towns Guest Speaker

• House Bill 247 – Everyone Gets Home Act



6. Subcommittee Updates
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Pedestrian Safety Outreach 
and Education Subcommittee

The Pedestrian Safety Outreach and Education Committee last met on April 9th. 

The next meeting will be held on May 14th from 11:00 am - 12:00 pm. 

Recent Discussion Items:

• Pedestrian safety and awareness messaging discussion

• Safety materials to be purchased from FY-2026

• New subcommittee members from OHS

• 2026 Everyone Gets Home Summit



7. Agency Updates
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Updates from Council Members 
Representing Agencies

Round-robin updates from the following agencies.

• Department of Safety and Homeland Security

• State Council for Persons with Disabilities

• ADA Title II Coordinators

• DTC

• Department of Land Use and Planning for the City of Wilmington

• Department of Planning Services for Kent County

• Sussex County Planning & Zoning

• League of Local Governments



8. Everyone Gets Home Summit
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Sponsorship Details



8. Everyone Gets Home Summit Ad
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8. Everyone Gets Home Summit
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Date, Time, and Registration Logistics

Date:  Thursday, May 7, 2026 

Time:  8 : 30 am to 3 :  30 pm

Location:  The Green at Legislative Hall in Dover, DE 

Cost:  The event is free for anyone who wishes to attend; however, 

registration is required. Lunch is included in the registration.

Registration:  Please register if you plan to attend using this link: 

Summit - Bike Delaware

https://www.bikede.org/summit/#page-content
https://www.bikede.org/summit/#page-content
https://www.bikede.org/summit/#page-content


8. Everyone Gets Home Summit
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Pedestrian Council Volunteers?

Any volunteers to represent the Council?

• Full day or half day (morning or afternoon)

• Someone to man the booth, hand out giveaways, and share 

information about the Pedestrian Council.



9. Safe Streets for All (SS4A) Grants

60

What is Safe Streets for All?

• A competitive grant program which funds regional, local, and Tribal initiatives to prevent 

roadway fatalities and serious injuries. 

• Established in 2022 with $5 billion in funds to be provided over 5 years, from 2022-2026.

• Has provided $3.9 billion in Federal funding to over 2,000 communities in all 50 States and 

Puerto Rico.

• Approximately $1 billion is still available for the next funding round, which is open until 

May 26. 



9. Safe Streets for All (SS4A) Grants
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Who is eligible?

• Metropolitan planning organizations (MPOs).

• Political subdivisions of a State or territory (e.g., 

counties, cities, towns, special districts, certain transit 

agencies, and similar units of local government).

• Federally recognized Tribal governments.



9. Safe Streets for All (SS4A) Grants
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How do you apply?

SS4A provides two main types of grants: Planning and Demonstration Grants for 

Action Plans, including supplemental safety planning and/or safety demonstration 

activities, and Implementation Grants.

• Planning and Demonstration Grants are used to develop, complete, or 

supplement an Action Plan.

• Implementation Grants are used to implement projects or strategies that are 

consistent with an existing Action Plan to address a roadway safety problem. 



9. Safe Streets for All (SS4A) Grants
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How do you apply?

Applicants must have an eligible Action Plan to apply for an 

Implementation Grant.

• WILMAPCO published the New Castle County Safety Action 

Plan in 2023, and Dover Kent MPO published the Kent County 

Safety Action Plan in 2025.

• Cities and towns with identified priorities within the Action 

Plan may use the plan to apply for implementation grants.
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Next Meeting Date

10. Next Meeting Date

Dates for Upcoming Meetings:

Outreach & Edu. Subcommittee Meeting:
• 1:00 PM – 3:00 PM Thursday, May 14

Land Use Subcommittee Meeting:
• 1:00 PM – 3:00 PM Monday, May 18

Third Council Meeting of 2026:
• 1:00 PM – 3:00 PM Thursday, July 23

Fourth Council Meeting of 2026:
• 1:00 PM – 3:00 PM Thursday, October 22
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Thank you!
Kelly Valencik, AICP
Planning Supervisor
Department of Transportation

 302-760-2254
Kelly.Valencik@delaware.gov


	Pedestrian Council Meeting #11
	Slide 1: Title Slide
	Slide 2
	Slide 3
	Slide 4: Today’s Agenda
	Slide 5: 1. Roll Call and Approval of Previous Meeting Minutes
	Slide 6: 2. Public Comment
	Slide 7: 3. Fatal Pedestrian Crashes - Quarter 1 of 2026
	Slide 8: 3. Fatal Pedestrian Crashes - Quarter 1 of 2026
	Slide 9: State Strategies, Land Use and Planning for Safer Communities
	Slide 10
	Slide 11: OSPC publishes a monthly newsletter
	Slide 12: What we will touch on…
	Slide 13
	Slide 14
	Slide 15
	Slide 16
	Slide 17
	Slide 18: Traditional Town Design
	Slide 19: Suburban Design: post WWII
	Slide 20: And most people live in the suburbs
	Slide 21
	Slide 22
	Slide 23
	Slide 24
	Slide 25
	Slide 26
	Slide 27: Where do you think people want to live?
	Slide 28: Diverse Housing Options
	Slide 29: Amenities and Services
	Slide 30: Education
	Slide 31: Entertainment and Recreation
	Slide 32: Transportation
	Slide 33: Re-Thinking Suburban Design
	Slide 34
	Slide 35: Take a close look at Zoning
	Slide 36: Access to Funding
	Slide 37: Not in My Back Yard (NIMBY)
	Slide 38
	Slide 39: 1. Start with a strong Comprehensive Plan
	Slide 40: 2. Strategies for State Policies and Spending
	Slide 41: 3. Master Plans
	Slide 42: 4. Downtown Development Districts
	Slide 43: 5. Support for Zoning Reform
	Slide 44: 7. Division of Small Business/Delaware
	Slide 45
	Slide 46: 9. Agricultural Preservation / Open Space
	Slide 47: 10. Climate Resiliency, Climate Action Plan – new land use section
	Slide 48: Conclusion
	Slide 49: Thank You
	Slide 50
	Slide 51
	Slide 52
	Slide 53: Land Use Coordination Subcommittee
	Slide 54: Pedestrian Safety Outreach and Education Subcommittee
	Slide 55
	Slide 56: Sponsorship Details
	Slide 57
	Slide 58: Date, Time, and Registration Logistics
	Slide 59: Pedestrian Council Volunteers?
	Slide 60: What is Safe Streets for All?
	Slide 61: Who is eligible?
	Slide 62: How do you apply?
	Slide 63: How do you apply?
	Slide 64: Next Meeting Date
	Slide 65: Thank you!


