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2011 DE MUTCD
(DRAFT)Delaware MUTCD

• Federal MUTCD published in Dec. 2009

• DE MUTCD committee began meeting 

in Jan. 2010 to establish DE-specific 

guidance

• DE MUTCD submitted to Delaware 

Register for public comment in Spring 

2011 
http://regulations.delaware.gov/services/current_issue.shtml

• All presentation materials are DRAFT
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2011 DE MUTCD
(DRAFT)

2009 MUTCD and DE MUTCD Format Revisions

• Paragraphs are 
numbered

• Guidance is italicized 

• No more metric

• Definitions relocated to 
Part 1

• Standards remain bold

• Options and support remain unformatted

• Delaware Revisions in blue with line in margin 
and “(DE Revision)” at beginning of paragraph
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2011 DE MUTCD
(DRAFT)

Section 1A.13 Definitions of Headings, Words, and
Phrases in this Manual

• Standards are requirements that SHALL be followed unless there is an 

Option

• DE Standard: Reverted to 2003 MUTCD language allowing engineering 

judgment

• Guidance is recommended and SHOULD be followed

• Options MAY be followed and are sometimes modifications to Standards and 

Guidance
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EDIT



2011 DE MUTCD
(DRAFT)PART 2 SIGNS

• 2A: General

• 2B: Regulatory Signs, Barricades, and Gates

• 2C: Warning Signs and Object Markers

• 2D: Guide Signs – Conventional Roads

• 2E: Guide Signs – Freeways and Expressways

• 2F: Toll Road Signs

• 2G: Preferential and Managed Lane Signs

• 2H: General Information Signs

• 2I: General Service Signs

• 2J: Specific Service Signs

• 2K: Tourist-Oriented Directional Signs

• 2L: Changeable Message Signs

• 2M: Recreational and Cultural Interest Area Signs

• 2N: Emergency Management Signing

Section 2A.01 – Signing for all types of highways 
and private roads open to public travel

5



2011 DE MUTCD
(DRAFT)

Section 2A.06 Design of Signs

• Custom word messages used for special situations that are not readily apparent to 
motorists

• Non-standard word messages shall match standard shape and color

James St bridge, Newport
Emergency one-lane bridge conversion

Custom regulatory 
plaque to reinforce 
alternating right-of-

way at one-lane bridge
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2011 DE MUTCD
(DRAFT)

Section 2A.10 Sign Colors

• DE Guidance: Fluorescent yellow (FY) sheeting 
should be used for overhead warning signs

• Fluorescent yellow-green (FYG) background 
for all school signs

7

Plaque shall be FYG

FY sheeting used on 
overhead Pedestrian 

warning signNCC Industrial Track Greenway, 
Boulden Blvd crossing



2011 DE MUTCD
(DRAFT)

Section 2A.13 Word Messages 

• Abbreviations should be minimized

• Punctuation should not be used

• Lettering shall be upper-case except for 
names of places, streets, and highways 
(combination upper-case and lower-case)

8

Regulatory signs shall 
be black-on-white



2011 DE MUTCD
(DRAFT)

Section 2A.13 Word Messages

Upper-case / lower-case 
legend now required

OLD NEW
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2011 DE MUTCD
(DRAFT)

• New section; some Options currently in use in DE
– Increased size

– Double posting

– NEW plaque

– Header panel

– Warning beacon

– Stop beacon

Section 2A.15 Enhanced Conspicuity for Standard Signs
10



2011 DE MUTCD
(DRAFT)

Section 2A.15 Enhanced Conspicuity for Standard Signs

SR 1 north of Dartmouth Dr

Header panel above 
regulatory sign
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2011 DE MUTCD
(DRAFT)

• DE Guidance: 6-ft to 12-ft lateral offset from 
pavement edge regardless of shoulder width

– May be reduced to 2 ft if constrained (e.g., right-of-
way, utilities, sight distance)

Section 2A.16 Standardization of Location & 
Section 2A.19 Lateral Offset 
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2011 DE MUTCD
(DRAFT)

Section 2A.16 Standardization of Location & 
Section 2A.19 Lateral Offset 
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2011 DE MUTCD
(DRAFT)

Section 2B.03 Size of Regulatory Signs

• Sizes shall follow Table 2B-1

• Larger sizes for multi-lane roads with a posted speed limit ≥ 40 MPH

• Single Lane size can be used on multi-lane road if same sign is posted on left-hand and 

right-hand side

• DE Guidance: At intersections of multi-lane and single lane roads, larger sizes should be 

used on all approaches (e.g., YIELD signs)
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2011 DE MUTCD
(DRAFT)

Section 2B.03 Size of Regulatory Signs

US 13 at Paddock Rd / Joe Goldsborough Rd
Intersection of multi-lane and single lane roads

YIELD facing Paddock Rd 
should be 48” x 48” x 48” YIELD facing US 13 shall

be 48” x 48” x 48”
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2011 DE MUTCD
(DRAFT)

Section 2B.03 Size of Regulatory Signs

• DE Guidance: 36” x 36” (min.) STOP signs at intersections 
with one or more state-maintained roadway(s) 

• DE Guidance: 30” x 30” STOP signs at intersection of two 
subdivision streets

• On-ramp and off-ramp sign sizes should correspond to 
mainline roadway classification 
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2011 DE MUTCD
(DRAFT)

Section 2B.03 Size of Regulatory Signs

I-95 southbound off-ramps to SR 896

I-95 off-ramp YIELD signs 
should be 60” x 60” x 60”

OLD

NEW
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2011 DE MUTCD
(DRAFT)

Section 2B.05 STOP (R1-1) and ALL WAY Plaque (R1-3P) 

• ALL WAY plaque required, where 
applicable

• 2-WAY, 3-WAY, and 4-WAY 
plaques no longer permitted
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2011 DE MUTCD
(DRAFT)

Section 2C.59 CROSS TRAFFIC DOES NOT STOP Plaque (W4-4P)

• Use W4-4P at locations where 
motorists may think that an 
intersection is an all-way stop

• W4-4aP and/or W4-4bP plaques 
should be used when all 
approaches except one are stop-
controlled
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2011 DE MUTCD
(DRAFT)

Section 2C.59 CROSS TRAFFIC DOES NOT STOP Plaque (W4-4P)

Crash history indicated side-street 
motorists assumed all-way stop

• W4-4P installed below STOP
• 2-WAY plaque no longer permitted

Whites Ln at Whiteleysburg Rd
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2011 DE MUTCD
(DRAFT)

Section 2B.07 Multi-Way Stop Applications
21

• No change in guidance for multi-way stop control

– 5 or more crashes (susceptible to correction) in 12-month period 

– Total major street volume: 300 vph for 8 hrs 

– Total minor street volume: 200 vph for 8 hrs

– Reduction for approach speed

– Reduction for combination of crash and volume criteria



2011 DE MUTCD
(DRAFT)

Section 2B.10 STOP Sign or YIELD Sign Placement
22

• Shall be installed on right-hand side

• As close as practical to intersection, while 
optimizing visibility

• No farther than 50 ft from edge of intersecting road 
(i.e., does not have to be adjacent to stop line)

• Back-to-back signs should stay within edges of STOP 
or YIELD (now includes DO NOT ENTER)



2011 DE MUTCD
(DRAFT)

Section 2B.10 STOP Sign or YIELD Sign Placement

Lantana Dr at SR 7

STOP shall be 36” x 36” on a multi-
lane approach and it shall be 

installed on the right-hand side

Sign on back (Keep Right) should 
stay within edges of STOP
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2011 DE MUTCD
(DRAFT)

Section 2B.10 STOP Sign or YIELD Sign Placement

• STOP and YIELD signs should be installed in advance 
of marked crosswalks

• DE Option: YIELD signs may be installed 
downstream of crosswalks at locations with large 
channelizing islands (i.e., > 1 vehicle length between 
crosswalk and downstream end of channelizing 
island)
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2011 DE MUTCD
(DRAFT)

Section 2B.10 STOP Sign or YIELD Sign Placement

SR 58 at Christiana Hospital

YIELD sign installed beyond 
crosswalk because of large island
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2011 DE MUTCD
(DRAFT)

Section 2B.10 STOP Sign or YIELD Sign Placement
26

• Supplemental YIELD plaques

– Reserved for special 
circumstances

– NO MERGE AREA (W4-5P) 
warning plaque; may also be 
installed below Yield Ahead 
warning sign

– DE Option includes two DE-only 
supplemental plaques



2011 DE MUTCD
(DRAFT)

Section 2B.11 Yield Here To Pedestrians Signs and
Stop Here For Pedestrians Signs (R1-5 Series)

• R1-5 size now 36” x 36” (previously 18” x 18”)

• Install 20 ft to 50 ft in advance of uncontrolled crosswalk

• Parking prohibition between yield line and crosswalk

• New Options

– R1-5 sign without yield line

– R1-5 signs with W11-2 assemblies at crosswalk; however, R1-5 
signs shall not block W11-2 assemblies
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2011 DE MUTCD
(DRAFT)

Section 2B.11 Yield Here To Pedestrians Signs and
Stop Here For Pedestrians Signs (R1-5 Series)

E. Main St, Newark

Optional W11-2 
assemblies;

R1-5 signs shall 
not block W11-2 

signs

Parking prohibition

Standard size 
now 36” x 36”
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2011 DE MUTCD
(DRAFT)

Section 2B.13 Speed Limit Sign (R2-1)
29

• Clarification of speed studies

– Study includes analysis of free-flow speed distribution

– List of significant changes to consider reevaluating speed zones 

– Posted speed limit should be within 5 MPH of the free-flow 85th-
percentile speed

– Obtain speeds outside ½-mile influence area of traffic signal



2011 DE MUTCD
(DRAFT)

Section 2B.13 Speed Limit Sign (R2-1)

• Speed limit shall be posted downstream of speed zone

• Confirmatory Speed Limit signs shall be installed beyond 

major intersections

US 113 southbound south of SR 14

50 MPH Speed Limit signs shall be 
posted, not END 40 M.P.H. signs
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2011 DE MUTCD
(DRAFT)

Section 2B.13 Speed Limit Sign (R2-1) &
Section 2C.38 Reduced Speed Limit Ahead Sign (W3-5, W3-5-DE)

• Used where speed reduction exceeds 10 MPH

• Installed in advance of downstream Speed Limit sign based on 
Condition A in Table 2C-4

31

New values based on 
modifications to 

several assumptions



2011 DE MUTCD
(DRAFT)

Section 2B.18 Movement Prohibition Signs 
(R3-1 through R3-4, R3-18, and R3-27)

• Installed where movements are prohibited 
(unless ONE WAY signs are installed)

• Placed where easily seen by motorists who 
might attempt the illegal movement

• Overhead or 
near right 
corner

• Overhead, far left 
corner, in median, 
or near right corner 
with STOP or YIELD
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2011 DE MUTCD
(DRAFT)

Section 2B.18 Movement Prohibition Signs 
(R3-1 through R3-4, R3-18, and R3-27)

• Installed overhead and adjacent to appropriate 

signal face(s) at signals

Adams St at 11th St / I-95 southbound off-ramp

No Left Turn sign should be installed 
adjacent to leftmost signal head 
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2011 DE MUTCD
(DRAFT)

Section 2B.18 Movement Prohibition Signs 
(R3-1 through R3-4, R3-18, and R3-27)

• Shall not be used on approaches to 
roundabouts
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2011 DE MUTCD
(DRAFT)

Section 2B.19 Intersection Lane Control Signs 
(R3-5 through R3-8)

35

• Overhead signs should be centered over lane

• Overhead signs at signals with lane drops or combo 
lanes and ≥ 3 through lanes

• Post-mounted signs with ≤ 2 through lanes



2011 DE MUTCD
(DRAFT)

Section 2B.19 Intersection Lane Control Signs 
(R3-5 through R3-8)

SR 1 southbound off-ramp to US 13 (Exit 119 B, North Smyrna)

Oversized R3-8 sign installed because of double 
left with combo lane along SR 1 off-ramp
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2011 DE MUTCD
(DRAFT)

Section 2B.19 Intersection Lane Control Signs 
(R3-5 through R3-8)

SR 2 (Lincoln St) eastbound at SR 52

Although unconventional, R3-8 signs may 
be overhead with ≤ 2 approach lanes; 

prohibited overhead along approaches 
with ≥ 3 lanes

Signalized lane drop should 
have R3-7 sign in advance of 
intersection on left-hand side
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2011 DE MUTCD
(DRAFT)

Section 2B.20 Mandatory Movement Lane Control Signs 
(R3-5, R3-5a, R3-7, R3-20, and R3-20-DE)

• Located in advance of intersection 

or at intersection

• R3-7 signs for post-mounting only

• Overhead R3-5 and R3-5a signs for 

approaches with ≥ 3 through lanes
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2011 DE MUTCD
(DRAFT)

Section 2B.20 Mandatory Movement Lane Control Signs 
(R3-5, R3-5a, R3-7, R3-20, and R3-20-DE)

39

• Plaques should be used with post-

mounted R3-5 and R3-5a signs

• R3-7 signs should be adjacent to 

full-width turn lane, not in advance 

or along taper

• Pavement marking arrows should 

be installed to supplement signs



2011 DE MUTCD
(DRAFT)

Section 2B.20 Mandatory Movement Lane Control Signs
(R3-5, R3-5a, R3-7, R3-20, and R3-20-DE)

Salem Church Rd north of Chapman Rd

Should not be adjacent to 
through lane Salem Church Rd south of Chapman Rd

Should not be 
adjacent to 

taper

Should have lane 
arrow marking
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2011 DE MUTCD
(DRAFT)

Section 2B.20 Mandatory Movement Lane Control Signs
(R3-5, R3-5a, R3-7, R3-20, and R3-20-DE)

US 13 north of Duck Creek Rd

Should be installed along 
multi-lane divided highways

41

• New optional turn lane signs

• DE Guidance: TURN LANE signs at start of left-turn 

taper along multi-lane divided highways



2011 DE MUTCD
(DRAFT)

Section 2B.21 Optional Movement Lane Control Sign (R3-6)

Not “OK” in DE

42

• Located in advance of intersection or at 
intersection

• Overhead installation for approaches with ≥ 3 
through lanes

• Plaques should be used with post-mounted signs



2011 DE MUTCD
(DRAFT)

Section 2B.22 Advance Intersection Lane Control Signs 
(R3-8 Series)

• Installed in advance of tapers or at beginning of turn 
lane

• May be repeated for additional emphasis

• Overhead installation prohibited with ≥ 3 
approach lanes
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2011 DE MUTCD
(DRAFT)

Section 2B.24 Two-Way Left Turn Only Signs (R3-9a, R3-9b)

SR 300 west of US 13

R3-9b sign should be adjacent to two-
way left-turn lane pavement markings

44

• Installed in conjunction with the 
required pavement markings



2011 DE MUTCD
(DRAFT)

Section 2B.27 Jughandle Signs
(R3-23, R3-24, R3-25, and R3-26 Series)

• New section with figures depicting regulatory and guide signs

SR 273 eastbound at Ruthar Dr
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2011 DE MUTCD
(DRAFT)

Section 2B.27 Jughandle Signs
(R3-23, R3-24, R3-25, and R3-26 Series)

SR 896 northbound at 
Chestnut Hill Rd

US 9 eastbound at SR 1
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2011 DE MUTCD
(DRAFT)

Section 2B.32 Keep Right and Keep Left Signs (R4-7, R4-8)

18” x 30”

24” x 30”

47

(From Section 2B.40)

• Installed as close as practical to approach end of median

• Optional narrow Keep Right (R4-7c) for medians < 4 ft wide

• Keep Right or ONE WAY at median openings < 30 ft wide

• DE Guidance: Keep Right at median widths ≥ 4 ft and < 18 ft

• DE Option: Optional Keep Right at median widths ≥ 18 ft and < 30 ft



2011 DE MUTCD
(DRAFT)

Section 2B.32 Keep Right and Keep Left Signs (R4-7, R4-8)
48



2011 DE MUTCD
(DRAFT)

Section 2B.32 Keep Right and Keep Left Signs (R4-7, R4-8)
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2011 DE MUTCD
(DRAFT)

Section 2B.33 STAY IN LANE Sign (R4-9)

• May be used to prevent lane changes (e.g., high-speed      
E-ZPass lanes and MOT lane shifts)

• Double solid white lines adjacent to sign

SR 1 northbound at Biddle’s Toll Plaza

Should have double solid lane 
line adjacent to STAY IN LANE
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2011 DE MUTCD
(DRAFT)

Section 2B.36 DO NOT DRIVE ON SHOULDER Sign (R4-17) 
and DO NOT PASS ON SHOULDER Sign (R4-18)

• New sign legends for common sign OLD

NEW

SR 4 eastbound approaching SR 7

No longer using this sign legend
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2011 DE MUTCD
(DRAFT)

Section 2B.37 DO NOT ENTER Sign (R5-1)
52

• Used where traffic is prohibited from entering a restricted roadway

• DE Guidance: Two R5-1 signs at intersections of divided highways with state-maintained 

roads and median widths ≥ 30 ft

• DE Option: R5-1 sign in median is optional at intersections of divided highways with 

subdivision streets, U-turn openings, and private driveways and median widths ≥ 30 ft



2011 DE MUTCD
(DRAFT)

Section 2B.38 WRONG WAY Sign (R5-1a)
53

• Supplements DO NOT ENTER sign

• Installed farther downstream (with respect to a 
vehicle travelling in the wrong direction) than DO 
NOT ENTER

• DE Guidance: At least one R5-1a sign at 
intersections of divided highways with state-
maintained roads and median widths ≥ 30 ft



2011 DE MUTCD
(DRAFT)

Section 2B.37 DO NOT ENTER Sign (R5-1) &
Section 2B.38 WRONG WAY Sign (R5-1a)
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2011 DE MUTCD
(DRAFT)

Section 2B.37 DO NOT ENTER Sign (R5-1) &
Section 2B.38 WRONG WAY Sign (R5-1a)
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2011 DE MUTCD
(DRAFT)

Section 2B.39 Selective Exclusion Signs

• DE Code requires 
posting 
prohibitions at 
entrances (i.e., 
on-ramps) to 
controlled-access 
facilities

• DE Guidance: NO 
NON-MOTORIZED 
TRAFFIC sign should 
be used
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2011 DE MUTCD
(DRAFT)

Section 2B.40 ONE WAY Signs (R6-1, R6-2)
57

• Used where travel is in one direction only

• Intersections along divided highways with median widths ≥ 30 ft

• DE Guidance: Intersections along divided highways with median widths ≥ 

18 ft and < 30 ft

• Near right and far left corners of intersection



2011 DE MUTCD
(DRAFT)

Section 2B.40 ONE WAY Signs (R6-1, R6-2)
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2011 DE MUTCD
(DRAFT)

Section 2B.40 ONE WAY Signs (R6-1, R6-2)
59



2011 DE MUTCD
(DRAFT)

Section 2B.40 ONE WAY Signs (R6-1, R6-2)
60



2011 DE MUTCD
(DRAFT)

Section 2B.41 Wrong-Way Traffic Control at Interchange Ramps

• At least one ONE WAY, DO NOT ENTER, and WRONG 
WAY sign

• Double yellow center line (i.e., no passing zone) approaching 
off-ramp

• Lane arrow at downstream end of off-ramp

• DE Guidance: Two DO NOT ENTER and WRONG WAY signs
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2011 DE MUTCD
(DRAFT)

Section 2B.41 Wrong-Way Traffic Control at Interchange Ramps
62

SR 1 northbound off-ramp to SR 72

Should have additional 
DO NOT ENTER sign 

based on DE Guidance



2011 DE MUTCD
(DRAFT)

Section 2B.41 Wrong-Way Traffic Control at Interchange Ramps
63



2011 DE MUTCD
(DRAFT)

Section 2B.42 Divided Highway Crossing Signs (R6-3, R6-3a)
64

• Unsignalized intersections along divided highways with 
median widths ≥ 30 ft

• Located on near right corner of intersection below 
STOP or YIELD

• DE Guidance: Unsignalized intersections along divided 
highways with median widths ≥ 4 ft and < 30 ft



2011 DE MUTCD
(DRAFT)

Section 2B.42 Divided Highway Crossing Signs (R6-3, R6-3a)
65



2011 DE MUTCD
(DRAFT)

Section 2B.42 Divided Highway Crossing Signs (R6-3, R6-3a)
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2011 DE MUTCD
(DRAFT)

Section 2B.42 Divided Highway Crossing Signs (R6-3, R6-3a)
67



2011 DE MUTCD
(DRAFT)

Section 2B.43 Roundabout Directional Arrow Signs
(R6-4, R6-4a, and R6-4b)

• Installed in 
central island 
instead of 
Chevron 
Alignments and 
ONE WAY

West Park Dr roundabout (Blue Ball)

Should now use R6-4 

68

(From Section 2B.40)



2011 DE MUTCD
(DRAFT)

Section 2B.44 Roundabout Circulation Plaque (R6-5P)

• Installed below YIELD where central island is too small to install 
Roundabout Directional Arrow

• Optional below YIELD at locations with directional signs in central 
island

West Park Dr roundabout (Blue Ball)

Optional location for 
R6-5P plaque
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2011 DE MUTCD
(DRAFT)

Section 2B.45 Examples of Roundabout Signing
70



2011 DE MUTCD
(DRAFT)

Section 2B.46 – Section 2B.48
Parking, Stopping and Standing Signs
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2011 DE MUTCD
(DRAFT)

Section 2B.52 Traffic Signal Pedestrian and Bicycle Actuation Signs 
(R10-1 through R10-4, and R10-24 through R10-26)

• Mounted immediately above or incorporated 
into pushbutton device

• DE Guidance: 12 common educational signs
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2011 DE MUTCD
(DRAFT)

Section 2B.52 Traffic Signal Pedestrian and Bicycle Actuation Signs 
(R10-1 through R10-4, and R10-24 through R10-26)

73

Non-countdown pedestrian displays

Crossing to median only

Pushbutton(s) aligned 
with crosswalk

Two pushbuttons 
on one pole

No pushbutton



2011 DE MUTCD
(DRAFT)

Section 2B.52 Traffic Signal Pedestrian and Bicycle Actuation Signs 
(R10-1 through R10-4, and R10-24 through R10-26)

74

Crossing to median only

Pushbutton(s) aligned 
with crosswalk

Two pushbuttons 
on one pole

No pushbutton

Countdown pedestrian displays



2011 DE MUTCD
(DRAFT)

Section 2B.52 Traffic Signal Pedestrian and Bicycle Actuation Signs 
(R10-1 through R10-4, and R10-24 through R10-26)

No more 
pushbutton stickers

75

SR 4 (Maryland Ave) at Alban Dr

BEFORE

AFTER



2011 DE MUTCD
(DRAFT)

Section 2B.52 Traffic Signal Pedestrian and Bicycle Actuation Signs 
(R10-1 through R10-4, and R10-24 through R10-26)

SR 404 at E. Service Rd/Bridgeville Center Rd

Face of pushbutton should be parallel to crosswalk (see 
Part 4); ped sign shall be mounted above pushbutton 

Arrowhead should not be covered 
for this type of installation
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2011 DE MUTCD
(DRAFT)

Section 2B.52 Traffic Signal Pedestrian and Bicycle Actuation Signs 
(R10-1 through R10-4, and R10-24 through R10-26)

SR 92 at SR 3 / Marsh Rd

DE-specific sign omits arrows for 
ped signal poles with 2 pushbuttons
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2011 DE MUTCD
(DRAFT)

Section 2B.53 Traffic Signal Signs (R10-5 through R10-30)

• Located adjacent to the left-turn signal

• Optional (supplemental) advance sign with plaque

SR 2 (Lincoln St) at SR 52

Sign should be adjacent to left-turn signal 
(partially blocked);

advance sign can only supplement 
overhead sign; use standard R10-12 sign
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2011 DE MUTCD
(DRAFT)

Section 2B.53 Traffic Signal Signs (R10-5 through R10-30)

• Installed adjacent to the signal heads at 

all emergency-vehicle (fire) signals

79

Aetna Fire Station along Old County Rd

R10-13 sign installed 
adjacent to the emergency-

vehicle signal heads



2011 DE MUTCD
(DRAFT)

Section 2B.53 Traffic Signal Signs (R10-5 through R10-30)

• Installed adjacent to all pedestrian hybrid 

(“HAWK”) beacons

80

SR 72 at Farm Ln / Webb Ln

R10-23 sign installed 
adjacent to the pedestrian 

hybrid beacons

(From Section 4F.02)



2011 DE MUTCD
(DRAFT)

Section 2B.53 Traffic Signal Signs (R10-5 through R10-30)

• Modifications to two common signs

• New sign for right-turn overlap signal phasing

OLD NEW

• Used where motorists need to be 
reminded to yield to pedestrians

• Used with DE’s flashing red arrow 
signal phasing

• Should be installed overhead adjacent 
to left-turn signal heads
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2011 DE MUTCD
(DRAFT)

Section 2B.54 No Turn on Red Signs
(R10-11 Series, R10-17a, and R10-30)

• Installed where rights on red are prohibited

• Located adjacent to the appropriate signal head

• Option to remind motorists to yield to U-turns

• Optional signs for double rights 

• DE Option: R10-11-DE educational sign commonly 
used with “T” signal heads
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2011 DE MUTCD
(DRAFT)

Section 2B.54 No Turn on Red Signs
(R10-11 Series, R10-17a, and R10-30)

Adams St at 11th St / I-95 southbound off-ramp

BEFORE AFTER

Sign should be adjacent to 
appropriate signal head
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2011 DE MUTCD
(DRAFT)

Section 2B.55 Photo Enforced Signs and Plaques
(R10-18, R10-18a, R10-19P, R10-19aP)

SR 896 at SR 4

• DE Option: Installed where red-light cameras are present on 
the approach

• DE Option: Installed in median along divided highways with 
medians of sufficient width

Can be posted on both 
sides of an approach; use 

new standard R10-18a sign

84

NEW

OLD



2011 DE MUTCD
(DRAFT)

Section 2B.58 ROAD CLOSED Sign (R11-2) and
LOCAL TRAFFIC ONLY Signs (R11-3 Series, R11-4)

• Advance Road Closed or 
Advance Detour 
warning signs required 
upstream of closure

• Street name or destination 
can be used in place of XX 
MILES AHEAD US 13 at SR 404 realignment

85



2011 DE MUTCD
(DRAFT)

Section 2B.58 ROAD CLOSED Sign (R11-2) and 
LOCAL TRAFFIC ONLY Signs (R11-3 Series, R11-4)
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2011 DE MUTCD
(DRAFT)

Section 2B.67 Barricades

• Permanent barricades shall 
meet criteria for Type 3 
Barricades in Part 6

• Alternating retroreflective red 
and white stripes on all rails

• Standard construction detail T–16: 
Type 4 end-of-roadway object 
markers installed on middle 
rail

87

US 13 at Hickory Ridge Rd



2011 DE MUTCD
(DRAFT)

Section 2B.67 Barricades
88



2011 DE MUTCD
(DRAFT)

Section 2B.68 Gates
89

• New section for gates at movable bridges, grade crossings, access 
gates, etc.

• Alternating 16” vertical red and white stripes

• 2-ft min. lateral offset

• Object marker or striped sheeting on rolling fences (access 
gates)



2011 DE MUTCD
(DRAFT)

Section 2B.68 Gates

SR 1A (Rehoboth Ave) draw bridge

Shall have vertical stripes at 
16-inch intervals, not 

diagonal stripes
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2011 DE MUTCD
(DRAFT)

Section 2B.68 Gates
91

SR 1 emergency access gate

Shall have Type 4 object 
markers or retroreflective 

striped sheeting



2011 DE MUTCD
(DRAFT)

Section 2C.03 Design of Warning Signs

I-495 southbound south of DE-PA state line

Custom warning message 
shall be black-on-yellow; 

rectangular because it 
exceeds Oversized size 

NOTICE header typically 
reserved for regulatory signs

92

• Black-on-yellow diamond warning signs, unless otherwise specified (e.g., plaques)

• Signs larger than Oversized size can be rectangular or square

• Custom word messages for special circumstances

• DE Guidance: Fluorescent yellow sheeting should be used for overhead warning signs



2011 DE MUTCD
(DRAFT)

Section 2C.03 Design of Warning Signs

• Fluorescent yellow-

green (FYG) 

background for all 

school signs 

• FYG can be used for ped 

and bike signs; however, 

in DE, generally 

reserved for in-street 

ped signs and ped signs 

in beach area

Church St (Rehoboth) 
approaching SR 1

All school signs now FYG; new 
symbolic S3-1 in Part 7; discontinue 

use of supplemental plaque

93



2011 DE MUTCD
(DRAFT)

Section 2C.04 Size of Warning Signs

• Sizes shall follow Table 2C-2

• Larger sizes for multi-lane roads with a posted speed limit 

> 35 MPH

• Single Lane sizes can be used if same sign is posted on left-hand 

and right-hand side

94



2011 DE MUTCD
(DRAFT)

Section 2C.04 Size of Warning Signs

• On-ramp and off-ramp sign sizes should correspond to 
mainline roadway classification 

Off-ramp sign sizes 
correspond to mainline, e.g., 

36” x 36” (min.) W1-2
48” x 48” (min.) W3-3

SR 1 southbound off-ramp to US 13 
(Exit 119 B, North Smyrna)
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2011 DE MUTCD
(DRAFT)

Section 2C.05 Placement of Warning Signs

• Advance placement based on 
Table 2C-4, which has new values

Condition B to XX MPH: 
Speed reduction in advance 

of hazard (e.g., curve)

Condition B to 
0 MPH: Stop 

and yield 
conditions

Condition A: Speed 
reduction and lane 

changing in heavy traffic

96



2011 DE MUTCD
(DRAFT)

Section 2C.05 Placement of Warning Signs

• DE Guidance: Table 2C-4A for minimum spacing between warning 
signs

• Appropriate to install some signs adjacent to hazard (e.g., 
Pedestrian warning sign adjacent to crossing)

97



2011 DE MUTCD
(DRAFT)

Section 2C.05 Placement of Warning Signs
98

I-95 southbound off-ramp to SR 273

Warning signs should be far enough 
apart for motorists to comprehend 

and react to each condition



2011 DE MUTCD
(DRAFT)

Section 2C.06 Horizontal Alignment Warning Signs
99



2011 DE MUTCD
(DRAFT)

Section 2C.06 Horizontal Alignment Warning Signs

• Requirements for freeways, expressways, and arterials and 
collectors with > 1,000 AADT based on Table 2C-5

• Can be used on other roads regardless of AADT or classification

• DE Option: Can be installed where advisory speed exceeds speed 
limit (excluding Advisory Speed plaques)

100



2011 DE MUTCD
(DRAFT)

Section 2C.06 Horizontal Alignment Warning Signs

• DE Guidance: Table 2C-5 applies where advisory speed < posted 
or statutory speed limit

• DE Support: Data collection and formal studies not required at all 
curves

101



2011 DE MUTCD
(DRAFT)

Section 2C.07 Horizontal Alignment Signs
(W1-1 through W1-5, W1-11, W1-15)

102

• Installed based on criteria in Table 2C-5

• W1-1 sign used instead of W1-2 for 
advisory speeds ≤ 30 MPH

• W1-3 or W1-4 used when tangent ≤ 600 ft 
between reverse curves/turns

• Optional W1-5 if three or more curves each 
separated by tangents ≤ 600 ft



2011 DE MUTCD
(DRAFT)

Section 2C.07 Horizontal Alignment Signs
(W1-1 through W1-5, W1-11, W1-15)

103

SR 1 southbound at Exit 148

W1-11 installed in advance; therefore, W1-8 
signs are also used along the off-ramp

• Alignment change ≥ 135 degrees – W1-11

• Alignment change of about 270 degrees – W1-15

• Should be supplemented with W1-6 or W1-8



2011 DE MUTCD
(DRAFT)

Section 2C.07 Horizontal Alignment Signs
(W1-1 through W1-5, W1-11, W1-15)

104

• Installed in advance of 
curve based on Condition B 
in Table 2C-4



2011 DE MUTCD
(DRAFT)

Section 2C.07 Horizontal Alignment Signs
(W1-1 through W1-5, W1-11, W1-15)

105



2011 DE MUTCD
(DRAFT)

Section 2C.08 Advisory Speed Plaque (W13-1P)

• Installed based on criteria in Table 2C-5

• Requires engineering study (e.g., ball-bank 
indicator for free-flow traffic)

• Supplements other warning sign; not installed 
as separate sign

106



2011 DE MUTCD
(DRAFT)

Section 2C.08 Advisory Speed Plaque (W13-1P)

I-95 northbound off-ramp to US 202

Shall not be used as a separate sign; MPH 
abbreviation shall not have punctuation

107



2011 DE MUTCD
(DRAFT)

Section 2C.09 Chevron Alignment Sign (W1-8)

• Installed based on criteria in Table 2C-5

• Can be used in place of delineators

• Placed on outside of turn or curve with bottom 
sign 4 ft above pavement (min.)

108



2011 DE MUTCD
(DRAFT)

Section 2C.09 Chevron Alignment Sign (W1-8)

• Spacing based on Table 
2C-6

• Visible in advance of 
curve

• Shall not be used to 
delineate end of road 
or obstructions 
within or adjacent to 
road

109



2011 DE MUTCD
(DRAFT)

Section 2C.09 Chevron Alignment Sign (W1-8)
110

Old County Rd at Glasgow Ave

Shall not be used to sign 
the end of roadway



2011 DE MUTCD
(DRAFT)

Section 2C.11 Combination Horizontal Alignment/
Intersection Signs (W1-10 Series)

• Option to consolidate 
Alignment and 
Intersection warning 
signs

• Installed in 
accordance with 
criteria in Table 2C-5

111



2011 DE MUTCD
(DRAFT)

Section 2C.12 One-Direction Large Arrow Sign (W1-6)

• Shall meet criteria in Table 2C-5

• Installed on outside of curve/turn at a right 
angle to traffic

• Shall not be used at roundabouts

112



2011 DE MUTCD
(DRAFT)

Section 2C.14 Advisory Exit and Ramp Speed Signs
(W13-2 and W13-3)

• Installed based on criteria in 

Table 2C-5

• W13-2 installed along deceleration 

lane based on Condition B in Table 

2C-4

• W13-3 should be installed along 

the off-ramp

113



2011 DE MUTCD
(DRAFT)

Section 2C.16 Hill Signs (W7-1, W7-1a) &
Section 2C.18 HILL BLOCKS VIEW Sign (W7-6)

• Used in advance of downgrades of specific length

• Also installed based on crash experience or field observations

• Advise motorists of crest curve with limited sight distance

• Advisory speed plaque based on stopping sight distance

114



2011 DE MUTCD
(DRAFT)

Section 2C.18 HILL BLOCKS VIEW Sign (W7-6)

Pleasant Hill Rd (near White Clay Creek State Park)

115

Appropriate use; however, should be 
installed on right-hand side of road 
and spaced apart from Curve sign



2011 DE MUTCD
(DRAFT)

Section 2C.19 ROAD NARROWS Sign (W5-1), Section 2C.20 NARROW BRIDGE 
Sign (W5-2), & Section 2C.21 ONE LANE BRIDGE Sign (W5-3)

• Abrupt change in roadway cross-section requires braking

• Can omit sign on local roads with posted speed ≤ 30 MPH

• 16 ft to 18 ft clearance or lane widths less than approach

• Clearance < 16 ft or < 18 ft with high truck percentage or limited 
sight distance

116



2011 DE MUTCD
(DRAFT)

Section 2C.20 NARROW BRIDGE Sign (W5-2)

Bridge 1/1A, 
Rising Sun Ln over Brandywine Creek

W5-2 installed because 20-ft 
clearance on bridge is less 

than the two 12-ft lanes on 
the approach

117



2011 DE MUTCD
(DRAFT)

Section 2C.22 Divided Highway Sign (W6-1), Section 2C.23 Divided Highway 
Ends (W6-2), & Section 2C.44 Two-Way Traffic Sign (W6-3)

• Installed on approach to median or barrier separated roadway

• Shall not be used instead of Keep Right on median nose

118

• Installed in advance of end of divided highway

• Installed adjacent to end of divided highway

• Used with AHEAD plaque where one-way street becomes two-way 
street



2011 DE MUTCD
(DRAFT)

Section 2C.22 Divided Highway Sign (W6-1)

Traffic calming along Harmony Rd

Shall not be used on the approach 
end of a median island

119



2011 DE MUTCD
(DRAFT)

Section 2C.44 Two-Way Traffic Sign (W6-3)
120

Should be used with AHEAD 
plaque in advance of transition 

from one-way to two-way traffic

SR 4 westbound (S. Monroe St)



2011 DE MUTCD
(DRAFT)

Section 2C.25 Double Arrow Sign (W12-1)

• Used to advise 
motorists of diverge 
with traffic either 
rejoining (e.g., SR 1 
E-ZPass lanes) or 
changing directions

• Installed near 
approach end of 
median or barrier

121

SR 1 at US 9



2011 DE MUTCD
(DRAFT)

Section 2C.26 DEAD END/NO OUTLET Signs
(W14-1, W14-1a, W14-2, W14-2a)

• DEAD END used at single road ending in dead end or 
cul-de-sac

• NO OUTLET used at entrance to road “network” 
(e.g., subdivision) with no other exit

• W14-1a and W14-2a signs installed to face cross 
street traffic

– May be installed in conjunction with Street Name sign

– Shall not replace W14-1 or W14-2 for straight 
through traffic

122



2011 DE MUTCD
(DRAFT)

Section 2C.27 Low Clearance Signs (W12-2 and W12-2a)

• DE Code states max. vehicle height of 13’-6”; therefore, W12-2 
installed for all vertical clearances less than 14’-6”

• Clearances less than 13’-6” should have advance signing for 
detours or U-turns

• W12-2a may be installed on structure

123



2011 DE MUTCD
(DRAFT)

Section 2C.28 – Section 2C.35
Roadway and Weather Condition Signs

124



2011 DE MUTCD
(DRAFT)

Section 2C.36 Advance Traffic Control Signs
(W3-1, W3-2, W3-3, W3-3-DE, W3-3-DE1, W3-3P-DE, W3-4)

• W3-1 and W3-2 installed if STOP or YIELD visibility distance is 
less than AASHTO stopping sight distance (Exhibit 3-1)

• Located in advance of STOP or YIELD based                                     
on Condition B (to 0 MPH) in Table 2C-4
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2011 DE MUTCD
(DRAFT)

Section 2C.36 Advance Traffic Control Signs
(W3-1, W3-2, W3-3, W3-3-DE, W3-3-DE1, W3-3P-DE, W3-4)

126

• W3-3 installed if signal visibility 
for all primary signal indications 
< Table 4D-2

• DE Option: W3-3 signs not required 
at every signal along corridors with 
closely spaced signals



2011 DE MUTCD
(DRAFT)

Section 2C.36 Advance Traffic Control Signs
(W3-1, W3-2, W3-3, W3-3-DE, W3-3-DE1, W3-3P-DE, W3-4)

127

• DE Option: Pedestrian Hybrid Beacon 
(“HAWK”) Ahead (W3-3-DE1) sign and 
educational plaque on approach to 
“HAWK” signals

• DE Option: RED SIGNAL AHEAD WHEN 
FLASHING (W3-3-DE) installed to 
address sight distance or high crash 
locations

SR 72 at Farm Ln / Webb Ln



2011 DE MUTCD
(DRAFT)

Section 2C.39 DRAW BRIDGE Sign (W3-6)

SR 1A (Rehoboth Ave) draw bridge

128

• W3-6 required in advance of all movable
bridges, except where impractical in urban areas



2011 DE MUTCD
(DRAFT)

Section 2C.40 Merge Signs (W4-1, W4-5) &
Section 2C.41 Added Lane Signs (W4-3, W4-6)

129

• Used in advance of a lane addition in a location visible to both roads

• Installed on both roads if one sign is insufficient for both roads

• W4-6 used on curved alignments – e.g., ramp approaching major road

• Installed along major road approaching the merge point

• Installed on both roads if roads are of equal importance

• W4-5 used on curved alignments – e.g., ramp approaching major road



2011 DE MUTCD
(DRAFT)

Section 2C.41 Added Lane Signs (W4-3, W4-6)
130

I-95 northbound at I-295 on-ramp

Should only install one 
W4-3 if sign is clearly 

visible from both roads

SR 141 on-ramp to I-95 northbound

Additional sign is used 
because I-95 NB sign is not 

clearly visible to SR 141 traffic

Should have W4-6 facing SR 141 
traffic because 
of curved alignment



2011 DE MUTCD
(DRAFT)

Section 2C.42 Lane Ends Signs (W4-2, W9-1, W9-2, W9-2-DE)
131

• W9-1 installed adjacent to arrow marking

• Should not be installed for acceleration lanes

• Shall use regulatory signs for lane drops, not warning signs

• DE Option: Sign spacing shown in Fig. 3B-14A, 3B-14B, and 3B-
14C may be adjusted where space is limited



2011 DE MUTCD
(DRAFT)

Section 2C.42 Lane Ends Signs (W4-2, W9-1, W9-2, W9-2-DE)
132

SR 273 on-ramp to SR 1 northbound

Additional sign can be installed on left-
hand side where space permits; 

standard sign symbol shall be used



2011 DE MUTCD
(DRAFT)

Section 2C.42 Lane Ends Signs (W4-2, W9-1, W9-2, W9-2-DE)
133

SR 2 / SR 72 (Library Ave) north of SR 4

Lane Ends warning signs shall 
not be used at lane drops



2011 DE MUTCD
(DRAFT)

Section 2C.42 Lane Ends Signs (W4-2, W9-1, W9-2, W9-2-DE)
134



2011 DE MUTCD
(DRAFT)

Section 2C.42 Lane Ends Signs (W4-2, W9-1, W9-2, W9-2-DE)
135



2011 DE MUTCD
(DRAFT)

Section 2C.46 Intersection Warning Signs 
(W2-1 through W2-8, W21-9-DE, W21-9P-DE, W21-10-DE)

• DE Guidance: W2-6 on 
the approaches to all 
roundabouts along 
state-maintained roads

• Typically include W16-8P 
(Advance Street Name) 
plaque with Intersection 
Warning assembly

136



2011 DE MUTCD
(DRAFT)

• Installed in advance of 
intersection based on 
Condition B (to 0 MPH) 
in Table 2C-4

137Section 2C.46 Intersection Warning Signs 
(W2-1 through W2-8, W21-9-DE, W21-9P-DE, W21-10-DE)



2011 DE MUTCD
(DRAFT)

• Should not be installed on approaches controlled by 
STOP signs, YIELD signs, or signals

138

US 13 at Paddock Rd / Joe Goldsborough Rd

Should not be installed on 
signal-controlled approaches

Section 2C.46 Intersection Warning Signs 
(W2-1 through W2-8, W21-9-DE, W21-9P-DE, W21-10-DE)



2011 DE MUTCD
(DRAFT)

Section 2C.47 Two-Direction Large Arrow Sign (W1-7)

• If used, shall be installed on far side of “T” intersection

• Typically supplemented with Type 4 object marker(s)

• DE Guidance – Should not be installed at T-intersections along divided 
highways

139

SR 26 at SR 30



2011 DE MUTCD
(DRAFT)

Section 2C.48 Traffic Signal Signs (W25-1, W25-2)

• Installed for permissive left turns with potential 
“yellow trap” scenario (see Section 4D.05)

Cleveland Ave eastbound at Paper Mill Rd /
Chapel St / Margaret St (on a windy day)
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2011 DE MUTCD
(DRAFT)

Section 2C.49 Vehicular Traffic Warning Signs (W8-6, W11-1, W11-5, W11-5a, W11-8, 
W11-8-DE, W11-10, W11-10-DE, W11-11, W11-12P, W11-12-DE, W11-14, W11-15, 

W11-15a, W11-24aP-DE, and W11-25-DE) 

• Installed at locations with limited sight distance or where entering 
traffic is unexpected

• New combined Bicycle/Pedestrian sign (W11-15)

• AHEAD or XX FT plaque if warning sign is installed in advance of 
specific ped or bike crossing

• W16-7P plaque required if warning sign is installed 
adjacent to ped, bike, or golf cart crossing

141



2011 DE MUTCD
(DRAFT)

Section 2C.49 Vehicular Traffic Warning Signs (W8-6, W11-1, W11-5, W11-5a, W11-8, 
W11-8-DE, W11-10, W11-10-DE, W11-11, W11-12P, W11-12-DE, W11-14, W11-15, 

W11-15a, W11-24aP-DE, and W11-25-DE) 

• W11-8 sign and W11-12P plaque in advance of all 
emergency-vehicle traffic control signals

• DE Option: W11-8-DE at locations without fire companies

142

Old County Rd approaching Aetna Fire Station

W11-8 and W11-12P signs shall 
be installed in advance of all 

emergency-vehicle signals



2011 DE MUTCD
(DRAFT)

Section 2C.50 Non-Vehicular Warning Signs (W11-2, W11-3, W11-4, 
W11-6, W11-7, W11-9, W11-16 through W11-22, W11-23-DE, W21-11-DE, 

W21-11P-DE, W21-14-DE, and W21-15-DE) 

143

• Used at locations with 
unexpected entries 
into the roadway

• AHEAD or XX FT 
plaque if warning sign 
is installed in advance 
of specific crossing



2011 DE MUTCD
(DRAFT)

Section 2C.50 Non-Vehicular Warning Signs (W11-2, W11-3, W11-4, 
W11-6, W11-7, W11-9, W11-16 through W11-22, W11-23-DE, W21-11-DE, 

W21-11P-DE, W21-14-DE, and W21-15-DE) 

144

SR 141 at Powder Mill Rd / Childrens Dr (Blue Ball)

W11-2 assembly is generally reserved for 
unexpected crossing locations, not signalized 

intersections, where pedestrians are expected



2011 DE MUTCD
(DRAFT)

Section 2C.50 Non-Vehicular Warning Signs (W11-2, W11-3, W11-4, 
W11-6, W11-7, W11-9, W11-16 through W11-22, W11-23-DE, W21-11-DE, 

W21-11P-DE, W21-14-DE, and W21-15-DE) 

145

• W16-7P plaque required if warning sign is installed 
adjacent to crossing

E. Main St, Newark

Required plaques if W11-2 is 
installed adjacent to crossing



2011 DE MUTCD
(DRAFT)

Section 2C.50 Non-Vehicular Warning Signs (W11-2, W11-3, W11-4, 
W11-6, W11-7, W11-9, W11-16 through W11-22, W11-23-DE, W21-11-DE, 

W21-11P-DE, W21-14-DE, and W21-15-DE) 

Milltown Rd at John Dickinson High School

These signs should be FYG per Section 2C.50;
all school signs shall be FYG per Section 2A.10

• Avoid mixing yellow and FYG backgrounds 

146



2011 DE MUTCD
(DRAFT)

Section 2C.53 Use of Supplemental Warning Plaques

• Shall not be used 
alone

• Installed below the 
sign they 
supplement
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2011 DE MUTCD
(DRAFT)

Section 2C.58 Advance Street Name Plaque 
(W16-8P, W16-8aP)

• Upper-case and lower-case road names and sign 
border

• At single intersection, left above right

• At offset (sequential) intersections, first (upstream) 
above second (downstream)
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2011 DE MUTCD
(DRAFT)

Section 2C.58 Advance Street Name Plaque 
(W16-8P, W16-8aP)

New requirements & guidelines: 
• Left road name above right road name
• Upper-case / lower-case legend
• Border

OLD NEW

149



2011 DE MUTCD
(DRAFT)

Section 2C.60 SHARE THE ROAD Plaque (W16-1P)

• Shall not be used alone and shall be 
mounted below Non-Vehicular Warning 
sign

• DE Option: Used to supplement Bicycle warning 
sign where shoulder width < 4 ft

150



2011 DE MUTCD
(DRAFT)

Section 2C.60 SHARE THE ROAD Plaque (W16-1P)
151

Salem Church Rd south of Chapman Rd

SHARE THE ROAD typically not used 
when shoulder width exceeds 4 ft; 
use standard W11-1 with W16-1P



2011 DE MUTCD
(DRAFT)

Section 2C.62 NEW  and NEW TRAFFIC PATTERN Plaques 
(W16-15P and W23-2P-DE)

152

• Mounted above regulatory or 
warning sign for new traffic 
regulation

• Shall be black-on-yellow

• Removed no later than 6 
months after new regulation 
is implemented

Church St at SR 1A

Shall be black-on-yellow 
and mounted above W3-3



2011 DE MUTCD
(DRAFT)

Section 2C.62 NEW  and NEW TRAFFIC PATTERN Plaques 
(W16-15P and W23-2P-DE)

153

S. Washington St at S.E. 2nd St, Milford

Shall be black-
on-yellow

• DE Guidance

– Mounted below regulatory 
or warning sign for 
changed traffic pattern

– Removed no later than 6 
months after new traffic 
pattern is implemented

• DE Standard: Now 
black-on-yellow



2011 DE MUTCD
(DRAFT)

Section 2C.62A STRICTLY ENFORCED Plaque 
(W21-12P-DE)

154

• DE Standard: Installed where required by DE Code (36” x 24”)

• DE Option: Installed where additional emphasis is needed 

US 13 southbound entering Smyrna



2011 DE MUTCD
(DRAFT)

Section 2C.63 – Section 2C.66
Object Markers

155

• Obstructions within the 
roadway require Type 1 or 
Type 3 object markers and 
corresponding pavement 
markings

• Obstructions adjacent to the 
roadway may be delineated with 
Type 2 or Type 3 object markers 

• The end of a roadway may be 
delineated with a Type 4 object 
marker



2011 DE MUTCD
(DRAFT)

Section 2D.05 Lettering Style &
Section 2D.06 Size of Lettering

• Destination legends shall be combination 
of upper-case and lower-case letters

• All other legends shall be upper-case

156

• 6” upper or 6”/4.5” upper/lower (min.) on 
roads with posted speed > 25 MPH

• 4” upper or 4”/3” upper/lower (min.) on 
roads with posted speed ≤ 25 MPH



2011 DE MUTCD
(DRAFT)

Section 2D.05 Lettering Style &
Section 2D.06 Size of Lettering

157

Old Baltimore Pk at Salem Church Rd / Salem Woods Dr

Subdivision name shall be 
combination of upper-case 

and lower-case letters 



2011 DE MUTCD
(DRAFT)

Section 2D.27 Lane Designation Auxiliary Signs
(M5-4, M5-5, and M5-6)

US 13 north of Duck Creek Rd

Shall be installed 
adjacent to turn lanes, 

not in advance

158

• Installed adjacent to mandatory turn lanes only, not 
adjacent to through lanes in advance of turn lanes



2011 DE MUTCD
(DRAFT)

Section 2D.30 Junction Assembly

• Installed in advance of every 
intersection of two numbered routes

• Urban areas – Installed along block 
preceding intersection; however, not more 
than 300 ft in advance of intersection

• Rural areas – Installed at least 400 ft in 
advance of intersection
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2011 DE MUTCD
(DRAFT)

Section 2D.31 Advance Route Turn Assembly

• Installed in advance of an 
intersection where a turn is required 
to remain on the numbered route

• Used along multi-lane roads to position 
motorists in advance of an interchange or 
intersection with a numbered route

• Typical placement depicted in Figure 2D-6

• Shall not be placed in advance of an 
intermediate intersection

160



2011 DE MUTCD
(DRAFT)

Section 2D.31 Advance Route Turn Assembly
161

SR 36 at SR 16 / St. Johnstown Rd

Advance Route Turn Assembly installed 
in advance of the intersection to indicate 
that a turn is required to remain on SR 36

Directional Assemblies at the intersection 
where a turn is required to remain on SR 36



2011 DE MUTCD
(DRAFT)

Section 2D.32 Directional Assembly

• Shall be installed for:

– Turn movements to remain 
on numbered route

– Beginning of a numbered 
route

– Intersection with a 
numbered route

162

SR 71 at SR 72



2011 DE MUTCD
(DRAFT)

Section 2D.32 Directional Assembly
163

SR 16 at SR 36 / St. Johnstown Rd

Should have a vertical arrow 
(M6-3) to indicate that SR 16 is 

the continuing route 

• Straight/through assemblies installed for the continuing 
route at locations with left or right-turn assemblies



2011 DE MUTCD
(DRAFT)

Section 2D.32 Directional Assembly

• Installed on near right 
corner of intersection

• At major intersections, 
supplemental assembly 
installed on far side of 
intersection

• Typical placements 
depicted in Figure 2D-6
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2011 DE MUTCD
(DRAFT)

Section 2D.33 Combination Lane-Use/Destination Overhead 
Guide Sign (D15-1)

165

• Shall be used 
with exclusive 
lanes only, not 
option lanes

• White-on-green 
with integrated 
regulatory sign

• Centered over 
the travel lane

SR 4 westbound at Marshall St

Shall not be used 
for option lanes

Shall have white 
legend on green 

background



2011 DE MUTCD
(DRAFT)

Section 2D.34 Confirming or Reassurance Assemblies

• Confirming assembly installed 25 ft to 200 ft downstream of 
intersections with numbered routes

166

SR 7 at SR 71

Confirming assembly installed on 
far side of intersection



2011 DE MUTCD
(DRAFT)

Section 2D.35 Trailblazer Assembly
167

SR 9 at SR 141



2011 DE MUTCD
(DRAFT)

Section 2D.38 Destination Signs at Circular Intersections
168

Choptank Rd roundabout

DE Guidance omits 
optional “dot”
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Section 2D.43 Street Name Signs (D3-1, D3-1-DE, D3-1a)

• Installed at all intersections

• Upper-case/lower-case letters

• Omit sign border (DE preference)

• DE Option: White background for 
private roads
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Section 2D.43 Street Name Signs (D3-1, D3-1-DE, D3-1a)

• Minimum letter heights based on Table 2D-2

• DE Guidance: 4” letter heights for intersection of two subdivision streets
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Section 2D.43 Street Name Signs (D3-1, D3-1-DE, D3-1a)
171

US 13 at SR 1 S. Smyrna ramps / Simon’s Corner

Overhead street name 
signs with 12” and 9” 
upper/lower legend



2011 DE MUTCD
(DRAFT)

Section 2D.45 Signing on Conventional Roads 
on Approaches to Interchanges

• Signing along single-lane 
approaches to interchanges 
should follow Figure 2D-11
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Section 2D.45 Signing on Conventional Roads 
on Approaches to Interchanges

• Guide signs indicating 
directions of turns 
and/or lane use shall 
be installed along 
multi-lane roads 
approaching 
interchanges

• Signing should follow 
Figures 2D-13 through  
2D-15
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US 40 at SR 1 interchange
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Section 2D.45 Signing on Conventional Roads 
on Approaches to Interchanges
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SR 273 at SR 1 interchange
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Section 2D.45 Signing on Conventional Roads 
on Approaches to Interchanges
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SR 273 at SR 1 interchange
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Section 2D.45 Signing on Conventional Roads 
on Approaches to Interchanges
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CHAPTER 2E. 
GUIDE SIGNS – FREEWAYS AND EXPRESSWAYS
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CHAPTER 2F. 
TOLL ROAD SIGNS
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New chapter



2011 DE MUTCD
(DRAFT)

CHAPTER 2G. 
PREFERENTIAL AND MANAGED LANE SIGNS

179Relocated 
from 2B
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CHAPTER 2H. 
GENERAL INFORMATION SIGNS

180Relocated 
from 2D & 2E
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CHAPTER 2I. 
GENERAL SERVICE SIGNS

181Relocated 
from 2D & 2E
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CHAPTER 2J. 
SPECIFIC SERVICE SIGNS
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Formerly 2F
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CHAPTER 2K. 
TOURIST-ORIENTED DIRECTIONAL SIGNS
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Formerly 2G
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CHAPTER 2L. 
CHANGEABLE MESSAGE SIGNS
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New chapter
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CHAPTER 2M. 
RECREATIONAL AND CULTURAL INTEREST AREA SIGNS

185Formerly 2H
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CHAPTER 2N. 
EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT SIGNING

186
Formerly 2I
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Today’s presentation will be posted on DelDOT’s 
DE MUTCD website
http://www.deldot.gov/information/pubs_forms/manuals/de_mutcd/index.shtml

http://www.deldot.gov/information/pubs_forms/manuals/de_mutcd/index.shtml
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Mark Luszcz, P.E., PTOE

Assistant Chief Traffic Engineer

Ph: (302) 659-4091

mark.luszcz@state.de.us

Adam Weiser, P.E., PTOE

Safety Programs Manager

Ph: (302) 659-4073

adam.weiser@state.de.us

Matt Buckley, P.E., PTOE

Whitman, Requardt & Assoc., LLP

Ph: (800) 787-7100

mbuckley@wrallp.com
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• March 16th – Part 6 (Temporary Traffic Control)

• April 12th – Part 3 (Markings)

• May 16th – Parts 4 & 7 (Traffic Signals & School Areas)

• June 15th – Parts 8 & 9 (Railroads & Bicycle Facilities)

• T2 course registration

http://www.ce.udel.edu/dct/T2Courses.html
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