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ABSTRACT

The Cultural Resource Group of Louis Berger & Associates, Inc. (LBA), has conducted Phase
III archaeological investigations of the Locust Grove Site (7NC-F-73), which is situated in the
proposed State Route 1 (SR 1) corridor from Pine Tree Corners to Drawyer Creek in New Castle
County, Delaware. A principal goal of the study was the recover archaeological and historical
data on the organization of space, the foodways and consumer behavior of the site’s occupants,
and their economic and social standing in the rural community of St. Georges Hundred. It was
hoped that by examining these aspects of the Locust Grove residents’ lives, it would be possible
to draw some conclusions about the ways in which material culture expressed and reinforced
social and class identity in nineteenth-century rural Delaware.

The Locust Grove Site consists of archaeological deposits associated with Locust Grove, a
standing nineteenth-century house located on Middletown Road (SR 299} approximately one mile
west of Odessa. The Locust Grove property was first developed during the mid-eighteenth
century by Robert Meldrum and was subsequently acquired by Samuel Pennington, in whose
family it remained until 1939. Most, or perhaps all, of the historic archaeological deposits and
features uncovered at the site appear to be associated with the ownership of Pennington’s son,
Samuel, Jr., including concentrations of household refuse in the front and side yards dating to the
nineteenth century, the rubble remains of 4 historic chimney, and a series of landscaping deposits.
A possible prehistoric pit house or noncultural treefall feature was also encountered during the
excavations.

It is likely that some of the refuse deposits identified in the front yard were created prior to the
1880s, when this portion of the property functioned as a side yard. During the last quarter of the
nineteenth century a large Second Empire addition was built onto the earlier Greek Revival house
and the front and side yards were landscaped. This large addition marked a reorientation of the
house in the direction of the road, and was accompanied by a change in refuse disposal behavior
on the part of the farmstead’s occupants. The Second Empire addition and landscaped yards,
together with many of the household goods acquired, used, and discarded, served to express and
reinforce the identity of the property’s owners (and tenants) as refined, proper, and well-to-do
tural capitalists.
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