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ABSTRACT

Phase I and I archacological investigations were conducted on three project areas in the Chesapeake
and Delaware Canal Section of the State Route I Corridor, New Castle County, Delaware: The Scott’s Run
Project area, approximately one mile south of the Chesapeake and Delaware Canal; the Route 72/13 Intersection
Improvements project area, approximately two miles north of the canal; and the Woodville Grave Site (7NC-
E-98A), three miles north of the canal, The first two projects were undertaken to investigate the nature of any
archaeological resources that were to be impacted by construction of and resulting modifications of existing
roads in conjunction with the State Route I. Mitigation of the Woodville Grave Site was conducted when
construction of the State Route 1 Corridor uncovered a previously unknown and unmarked cemetery.

Phase I and II archaeological testing of the Scott’s Run Project area revealed four prehistoric sites and
three historical sites. The prehistoric sites (7NC-G-111, 113, 114, and 115) were small and heavily disturbed
by plowing and recent bulidozing activities. Diagnostic artifacts recovered from the four prehistoric sites are
consistent with those from the Woodland T cultural period (3000 B.C.- A.D. 1000), stemmed and teardrop
points, a pestle fragment, and a fragment of a steatite bowl. The small size and limited types of artifacts
indicate that these sites were either procurement camps or small base camps possibly associated with a larger
base camp, the Snapp Site (7NC-G-101), located about half a mile north of Scott’s Run.

Also identified within the Scott’s Run Project Area was the Bennett-Thomas Mill Site (7NC-G-111), a
late eighteenth to mid-nineteenth century mill complex that concentrated at various times on fulling, sawing,
and processing clover seeds. This is the earliest and one of the few mills located in St. Georges Hundred. A test
comparing the data rewrieval from 3- x 3-foot test units as opposed to 5- x 5-foot test units was conducted
within the disturbed plow zone soils of the Bennett-Thomas Mill Site. The results of which show that at least

or plow zone sampling of historical sites there is no appreciable difference in artifact distribution. The G. W.
Townsend Farm Site (7NC-G-112) was a mid-nineteenth through mid-twentieth century agricultural complex.
The Phase I and Phase II investigations revealed the farm house foundations, a well, icehouse, garage, bam,
chicken coops, fence lines, and sheds. Excavations were also conducted to locate one of two tenancies (the G.
W. Tenancy Site - TNC-G-112A) associated with the G. W, Townsend agricultural complex, but these excavations
revealed that the tenancy site was highly disturbed if not destroyed by earlier road construction.

Phase I and II testing of the Route 72/13 Intersection Improvements and associated Eastern Shore
Natural Gas pipeline identified one prehistoric and two historical sites within the project area. Investigations
of the Jones House Site (7NC-E-103) revealed the archaeological remains of two early twentieth century
foundations, a nineteenth century fence line, and a portion of a nineteenth century blacksmith shop owned by
Alexander Bowers. The twentieth century house foundations have significantly impacted the earlier nineteenth
century portions of the site. Investigations of the Thomas Williams Site (7TNC-E-104) identified a small
prehistoric lithic scatter and historical artifacts relating to an eighteenth century farmstead occupation located
outside the project area.

The salvage excavations of the Woodville Grave Site (7NC-E-98A) were conducted to delimit, record,
and remove what remained of the unmarked nineteenth century cemetery after it had been located and disturbed
by earth moving activities. The size and limited documentation of the Woodville Grave Site suggests that the
unmarked cemetery probably functioned as a small family graveyard. Archival research did not reveal the
identity of the family or the dates in which the cemetery was in use. Artifacts associated with the grave features

iggest that the graves were dug between 1790 and 1880. A total of thirteen graves or portions of graves were
recorded as well as several post holes and one prehistoric feature. The analysis of the remains identified eleven
individuals, both male and female, that varied from newborn through old age.
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