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I he Whitbhy Branch Site was
I ideptified im 1883 during a

prelinnnary archasological
survey aloag the proposed path of
State Route 1 (S B 1) in Odessa,
Calaware. The site. located an a
freshwater weiland near the
Appoquinimink Biver, ts one of
dozens of prebistoric Indian sites that
are located along the rover and itz
adjacent marshes and mbwianes.

Thae o anticipated mpacts 1o the
site by the 5B 1 project, the
Dielawars Department af
Trapsporiation sponsored ao
extansive program of
archasological excavations in
1805 and 1004, Dnuzing the

e fl2ld seasens a team of 12
archasologists recoversd over
13,000 artifacts and eupoced
several cooking hearths, food
storage pits, and the remamms of 2
small hide or bark covered
dwalling.
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Berger archasalogists uitlized a
variety of analytical techmiques,
including radiscarbon (C14) dating,
micro-floral amalysis, and soil
chemistry
testing o
gvaluate
and
inferprst
the site
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provided
evidence that the siee had been repeatedly
vistted by prabistoric Indian groaps over the
past 2000 years, most likely by small family
umits on humding and gatherng fomys

The wetland margins near the site wee a
highly productive scological zone, attractng a
wide vasiety of animals and plants. In
addition to the availability of these food
resources, the Whithy Branch 5ite proved an
atractve lpcation fo prebistoric hunter-
gatherers because of its large supply of
accassibla cobbles for the mamnfacture of stone tools. Workable stone
Wis an impertant resgurce in the adaptve smategles of prehistoric
peoples, and koowlsdzs of source locations was critcal to their
survival
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The vast majority of site artifacts were made of
hard duzable stome, such as guartz and fint, many

stll retaiming a razer-edze sharpoess today, These

stone tools took a varmety of forms and included J
kpives, drills, bamamers, scrapers, an axe. and spear
and armow podots. Anabysis of point types revealed o womve giio st re
that two primary site oCCupations oCOUITed DeTIEEI iy bav v rbs e peieir
2000 BE - 300 B, and AT 400 - AD 900, T oy e
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Pottery sherds dating back almost 2300 years are evidence of an
evolving technology that enabled Mative Amsncan Indians to increass
their capacity to store foeds for perods of scardity, nabling them to
become increasingly sedentary. Food remains dscoversd duning the
imvestigations af Whithy Branch included walmit apd hickery mats, a
resource hizh moproteins amd fats
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