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PRELIMINARY REPORT OF TAE ARCHAEOLOCICAL SURVEY ALCIG THE ‘zIG“l..
' OPRWAY OP Par-l, STATE oF TrLAVAZE h

Jacob To Grube“

When the Foderal ilighway Comstructiion Aet of 1955 was cnacted
into law, provisions wars incorporated, larzely throuzh the offorta of
those zctivas 1n the caeolog# of the western statss, 10 insure the
effactiva salvage 0 prehisitoric and historic sitos which would be dew
_stroyed by tho newly constructed roadse. When, therefore; plans wars
drawn for the consiruciion of a Faderally supporied, intorsiato highway
- peross the nortaarn pert of Dalawaras (FAI-I), tha Dslaware Arcnaeologlcal
Board sngngod me, latse in the sprinz of 1953, 1o make a survey along the
proposed righieof=ways The Objectivs of the survsy was to discovor and
to certify for salvago opsrations any prshisioric or hisioric sits whosa
destruction would sericusly hamper ths acguisition 02 imowledgs concerning
the paad, _ :
e As soon es arrangomsnis wers comploted, the survey was begun
and contirued through the summer and £211 of 1558. Survey activities
consisted of Tield investigatlions deosigmed 1o disecover surfacse indiesiions
of prehisioric occupation, inlterviows with local rssidents and collizcicrs
20 discover 1o what extent such evidsnces had been Tound in tho pasit, and
test excavations in thosoe arsas which wers both promisihg and zvailabla,.

Althouzh PAI-l oxitends betw=en the Delawars Hemorial Brilge and
- the Haryland State line, woest of Iron Hill; tho arsa selocted for actual
survey wus resiricted to that section west of the Churchman's Harsh_sad
Just—easbtof-the pronosed- ChurchmntsRoad—Intsrohangs, Such a resiriction
was made bzcause iths marsh iiself, and the intansive alieration of tho
surface tonography tarough a long period of urban, suburban and industrial
devasloment gave 1ittle promleas for any significant preservation of
prehistoric remains ecask of tals poinﬁo

The sectlon %o ba surveyed included tas rigut—of way strip,

300 foet wids,and the four immedliatsly proposaed inierchanzessy i.o.,
Churchmen's Rozd, cast of the marsh formsd by the a"ncuion of t“c-ﬁhl&f
Cleay Creoek with tho Christinag Route 7y batwaen Sianton and Christiana and
immediately west of Churchman Roads Pins Swamp Cornex, bstwesn Ogloton

“end Christianaj and 1{§cn Hill, on Routs 896, south of Newark and adjoining
the upper roeaches of Christina Croak,

Except for ils western poriion, a3 it crosses Iron Hill, FAI-1
traverses the coastal plain whose surfacs maierials ¢ nsis$ mainly of
unconsolidated end easily sroded narins clays, sandsy and g avels\waich,
with the tidal warshea in the eastern poriion, is intersecied by meandering
' st%ams whose shifting chamrels ecarry the waters to the sea. It is an aree
of erosion rathsr than derosition, erosion which hes been intensifisa during
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the historic period by intenaive azriculture. Thess goological znd cule
tural factors, when combinsd with tha apjarent sparsensss of prehistorie
satitlement, nokes for survey conditions quite different from thoss which
prevail in the westerm sitates where surveys and salvags» opesrations havs
provad unusually successful,

- The area enconmpassed by ithe roadway it957f is so0 small as to
sugsest an analogy betssen the search for significant occupational sites
there with ths proverbial search for thoe needle in the haystacks. TFor this
reason primary atress was placed upon the interchangs areas, each of whick
comprised some 50 10 T0 acres. Whers accessidle and whers deiermined, how-
_evar, tha 9roposed road bed was saarchod for surface indications.

: Becauss of the elraacy exlat ng nmoaledgn o? umﬂroua surface ,
" colleotions mada from the Clyds Farm, boundad by the m&f Clay Creek, Route
Ty Churchman's Road and Churchman's Mar sh,  the survey vas bagun at tbis
point, at veriocus times alona, with the aid of a studsnt crew, znd in
assooiation with ¥r, Honald Jy Hason who was engaged by me for a shert
-pariod to assist in the survey. Test plts were opsned on the righi-of-way
_west of the Marsh in an atiempt 4o discover whether subsurface foatures
in this area would reinforce surfacs discovsrios cade o the north outsida
' of the resirictsd survey area., Thess tead excavations proved uniformly
negative and indicated that a vory thin surface soll overlay a heavy, cOxe
pact, sterilo clay. Questicning of "esidenus',rgduced information lesading
- only to the. 00n01Ua10n t-at the area was barren, Hoving west, we gear ched
tho culitivatad wor¥ions of the proposed Churchrman's Rbad‘and Route 7 inter-
changes for some surface irdication of mronisteric occuration, Hothing
was found., Informants indicated that in addition o the &nown'coicht‘dné
made in tho field irmediately south of 5§séff»1;3'bree\, Indian materials
had ocﬂ331anally besn found in he haavilv wooded areas between the Route
7 and FPine Lornex Inuorchangos, Attenpts wars pads to investigate
this araaibut,wara avorted by the denaity of the ground cover and by the
fact that the right—of-way was not sufficienily marked in this area. ¥hers
possible, both'in+ervﬁaws and surface surveys wers made beiwsen Pine Swarp
Corasz and Ironm Hill In*arch:nﬂﬂs, but again without success, Because of
8 availabillty and its cultivated sials, the area just north of Cooch's
Bridgs, although outside {2e survsy area, was surveyed inisnsivaly for
surfacs indications, Nothing was found on the hrouné nor could residenis
in the area racall any finds in the past. '

_ Aside from the promiss which the previously collecied surface
finds from thabﬁlyds Farm gave for positive rs ults at Churchpman's Road
Inta*changﬂ,’graatest optinmism was entertained for tho area around the
Iron Hill Intarchapzo.. The occupent of the land 19 be absorbed by this
section of tha highway showmsd me a omall collection of come five miscellaneous

projactils points which 1% was said had been collectied during farming opera
tions,s Ths surface of this and nelghboring arezas was, therecforo, searched
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intensively on two diffsrent occcasions in the hope the area would yisld
materials suggssiing the naed for further test oxcavations., Unfortunstaly
no material aseribabls to human wortmanship was srcountared,

Becauss the oxact righi-of-way of the highway west of Iron Eill
Interchange had not yeot been dsterminad, {h3 Iron Hill seciion was not sur-
veyed, althouzh local hisitory has it that an Indian trail led zcross ihia
oasternnost extonsion of tho Piledmoni; z2nd since this short sirstch hes
a8 yet not been investigated, this report must hacessarily ba considerad
prelininary sand incomplote.

In genaral, then, for the irposes for which ths survey was
inauguratesd, the conclusions of +this report must ba considered negative,
Bora speclfically, thers doos not =ppear o be sny probistorie or historio
sits which roquires saIVaga bacause of the threat raised By ths construction

of FAL-1l

I cannot conclude this raport withoul a few general observations
w— soms of thom spsculative — and rocommendations, If 4hese be considered
not portineni, this seciion may be elininaled from the roport itsell.

As regards the survay itself; I am personally disappoinfed that
no evidnncas of sites worthy of furiher oxcavationa wore found, My disappointe
mont is the greatsr becausa the enihusiasm and vision of the Delaware Archacow
local Board lsd it to oxpend wmuch of iis small budget in an sattempt to pro-
toct, for the future, wnat kmoslodge we can darivs froa the past, to protset
this Lfrom the naceassary dapredations of the prosend, In this raespect, to
ny knowlodgs, Delawars has set an example for ths states along the Eastorm
Saaboard, Tho negative conclusions %o which this repodt has coms do not,
of courss, suggastrthaﬁ there was no siznificant prohistorioc oceupation in
the area, nor, may I add, of the pariicular areas surveysd. Unless we were
to sink toat excavations every hundred yards or so along the righi-of-way,
it would be impossidble to rasch any tul probadble conclusions., There can
bs no doubt that an important setilement exisied — and probably at mors
than one period — on that zleveted poriion of the Clyde Farm which borders
Red Clay Creek. Daspite tha extensivensss of formor collzcting acticities
and despits the undoubled crosionm that has occurrod, it ceems to me that
this is a site well worth digging under controlled archaeclogical comiitions,
It 48 possible — and I think probable on the basis of the present torography
of the area == thai some portion of this sita has boen destroyed dy tio
goutharly novznent of the ¢resk channelj novertieless, enouszh of the site
6%111 exists, I think, to warrani systemailc oxcavaticns, Although the
data are far less manifest, I think thers may havse been some significant
occupstion in the genoral srea of the Iron Hill Intorchags along ths
uppar reaches of the Christins as it rosses e¢ast of Iron Hill, The movem=nis
of the creek chmnnol here and subssquent cultural altsrations of the topograrphy
may wall have eliminaied any rerains of such occupation, but tho area mey
rapay more extansive investigetions.
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If further highway survsys ar» planned, I would sugcest ona
or ‘4wo steps which mizht aid in the efficiency of the surveys (1)
Inauguration of the survey by tas Doard should, if possible, be dalay
until the exact right~0f~way has bsen agra=zad uroa snd opiions plzead upon
the proparties aequirsd, Difficuitias wers encountered in the present
survey bacauss of ithe indeterminacy of plams {notably in the Irom Hill
seciicn) and bocause of tha resistarnce of %he lend owners who had not yet
been notifiad, othor than by rumor, of the sbsorption of thoir properiiss
by 4-e hizhway, Such a situation malas for exiremely difficult relations
botwaen tha surveyor and the local residents (whose coopsration ha raguires)
and inpadas the possibiditiss of nmakXing %ast cxcavations whers such may
- be dosired. (2) Soms siimulus should bas given, either under official or
seni-official sporsorship, 0 ftha consiruction of 2 masder site survey
for the Sitzta., tThile these are mads by Couaty chapiers or soclatios,
the resultis of such survays should be localizad 3¢ as 0 be immediatsly
availsable to the Board or its reprassantative in tie event of contamplated
topograthic distirbance either throucsh highway or indusirial construc-
tion. (3) Atiempis mighi ba nads to procurs from the Righway Departzent
coples of ihe perial photographs which are usually made (from an =2ltituds
of 800 fset) prior to the planning of highways. Exsnmination of such
photographs are much more rowarding 3han contour mars alona in the s2lece
tion of premising site locations.
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