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CONDITlOIII .•iE eft. ONf 0': cr: or.:
 
_1.CloU'" _OlYI"tO""'lr· _U..... lll"'lP
 

x... '000 _RUt..! ,'j>,ll\flUJ
 

_UNUf'OSiP
_''''Ill 
DESCR'BE THE PRESENT "NO ORIGINAlllf '.NOWNI PHYSICAl"PPIAr.Ar~::: 

Th" Indian River Life Saving Station is one of a seTie~ ~: s'.".r, ~·til,;io~' 

desianed by l;he Federal governnent H. 187':, t.he plans for ':h:~. "..""i. ~·..;rvi·", . 
The original portion is a board-cu..J-batten fr_e structure, o,le-ana-a-half-5t. .-,. 
high ",'ith wide overhanqln9 eaves. ... shed-rooted wing on th" tad; ,nc'o a porc~ 

the front have obscured ~eh of the ori9inal ornate braeketi~~ of ~~~ roof, 
clipped gable, shown on the 1874 plans, is not F~e£~n~. The _"~}:C':: ;-.:?C1 .. 
J"oof, present on the bui1din9, does not &ppeil:" ir, the plan~, 

A 1Il11e to the south stoOo3 a separ~t., be;', i~e:.l~!=. 'I'ner~ .. " ..... :~~.:-"" 

outbuildings on the llIain station: a :~e:! ncl:.!'~ • .: ct.:';), i: :;:: ;_~. < -"i.~ ,'1' 

and a p .... 1vy. Jot least once c·.a-ing its h.stcr:·, the :;tatior ;'" =>~u. :.. :;"l:c;': _ ~. 

from the encroaching lOurf. Jt.s l~st t.ajo: ec.;-o·.:.r.t.er ,-:ith t',~ '~C-!;:· -.; C=~·:·., 

l'.sh Wednesday 1 %2, wnen .. S!; '·'l:-e s t.N"IT, 1~ ~ ': :: bu:- i l:~ v _ __ 

.in SClJld. 

The fic5t floor contair.c.o a boat roo:c, i.: _ a mess roor: ~: ' " O!,.,':j,.a. 

with offices and communicatiuos rooms addec :.::er. UpstC!~r, ._ '1:(.':. ):ee,'" 
....d the crew' 5 bunk room. 

The station stands on pilin9~ between the highway and th~ dune line, ne~r its 
original site. ~. es~e"tial elements of the buil~in9'8 .nvironment have not b~en 

altered by the fad ~hat the building ha. beeD IIlOved back fr~ the surf, 
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[: DESCP.I?TiOi\' 
\ }

CONDITlOIIi I1ECKONI (y: (,', or.: 
_llltE IIIN1 _O(l{,UOtl:A'tr, •• uNALTERlD 

~GOO" .. AllIlIllJ_JlUIN~ 

_'~lfl _UNl~rOSUI 

DESCRI8E THE ,.RESENT AND ORIGIN... lllf ".NOWN) PHYS"AlAPPU F;A"== 

Ttl': Indiit" River Life saving St4ltion is one of a serie!> ~: ~':'_!', na~jo:1:' 

desi9ned by the Federal governnent 1.n 187.;. the plaJ1S for ':h:~ .. ,"'L ~:.:rvi'"" 

The original portion is a board-oul..l-botten fIilllle structure, o.'e-ana-a-half-st ,.,' 
high ...·ith ..,ide overhanging eaves. It. shed-roofed wing on thE! rae!: zn,', a pore:
the front have obscured III\.lch of the original crntite bracketi:,:, ~f ~:-,.~ nlO~. 

clipped gable. shOlm on t.he 18741 plans, is not Fre~"!nt. The _:'J~:C'~: ~. ~?(lln 

roof, present on the building. does not aFpe~ ir. the plan~. 

A mile to the south stood a separat" bo;::'. i,o'~!;,<. !'herEc ,,_ : ~ _~,"~;
 

outbuildings on the main station: a fu:::! nCT,;~e. = l::'~;I, :::',_t. '~'''.L ,,.
i) 

~lfJd a p,,:,ivy. Jot least once d~in9 its h~stcr:'. the :,t,,1:io:" c' :)~"'. :.. : .... e..' 
from the encroaching surf. Its lest r,ajor e~.::o'.:n1:er ":ith t;',~ ':(.~~:':E C:-C': 

JI..sh Wednesday 1962. wilen a 5~'''£:'e ~tC'nr, l~:t .: :;''.1:'1<.:; .. _ 
in sand. 

Th.. fi~$t floor cont.ilir.cd a boat roo::; i.:.. a mess roOl;, :: 0:' i "i ,.a_ 
with offices and cOIIlIIlUniCI;l1:ic"ns rooms addec. :.~er. Upstelr, ."' ti...: Lee," 
and the crew 'S bunk room. 

The station 6tands on pilinga between the highway and th~ dune line, ne~r its 
original aite. ~••ssential elements of the building'. ~nvironment have not b~en 

altered by the fact that. the building h.. been IIlOved back frOM the surf. 
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A,II",5 OF 51(jI\iIHCAN[~ ,. CHECK A~ll JUSllfY !lHOW 

"lkLu~l..;lU;"( "'H(HIS10"'H. _CO~MUN41'" 'L.A~lIilIltH", _LAtlOSC",( "A(.>1ITEC1VA! _ Jolll'C'O"," 

_ jo .... ,IOLOGY >11~10Rlt _CCJ!I!.(RIIA1IO" _LAW _.SCII"CI 

_."CRlC"'1 fUUr _(C()fOOMIC~ _lIllR.'URI _S<;VtP1U"( 

~~ACH'llCTU"'1 _fDlJCA'jON _""Ul"IIY ~'OeIAt.lHU"ANI",,~IIIt•• ,. 
_IJ(~(, : ;~. _.JoCl ~ _! NCilfljfI AUlIiCi _MUSIC _''''(./1'' 
:~.. 180\1 It": (O""'I"Cl _UrLOliAlI0HtSln,l ..f,,1 _.HILOSOf'HV * '1I""S,"OIl"'"[I" 

_ (.():I·"u~;Ic. .. nONS _1~DU5TRY _'OI.llICS'C'Ol/lll ..... l .. ' _01lffll,!;'(C'fY' 
_, ..1/(1<110" 

SPECil . BUll DE RI ARr.HIlECT 

STATe 

. ~r.r ~t~:.· - il reli..: of the days \o..t,en the [)~li'''''':!"< 

':,;-;; u! s~.: ~ : t :;tands near the si H of the old lr"j~ilr. 

_ r..a,.... : ::.: .&. ~e::}:~· c'olonial tilAes fONerc. The buildin~ 

,,~ c f:' sur','," .,,' i~f,cc: ~ion& on the coast. 

.. " _ Sill' . ':::ed to follow a COlll";e dangerously:::, 
-"Is ,.. c: '::el'£' .:;); for this reason, the Delaware '";oi•.:" 

::2. ·--~C:!" (. in r.-'.:'" !In (early move to irnr·ro'le thE: 5ituati~ __ 
.... : '~ t~:-: - ':J;.'t !,~~,:'::. lighthouse by Philadelphia merch~I1t:~ ~: l-:-C~. 

Tl''' ~,,"l:9 c: li\'~: . u:; lett to r·~·::te enterprise. f'ar:Jlers along the sh're 
WOUl': :.,:': to 5hlpWrE!d:~ : ( scavengE: "'hatf '~er wil5hed ashore ar,d to rescue !;urvivors. 
The L·l;i:t': States '.ife SCivlr.g Service, now a part of the Co-ast Gual1:l, eventually was 
cstabli~hed to provide re9ular rescue services on the beaches. Patrol~ would walk 
the bea"h or :;can the fihon" ftom loo~o··t towers. If a rihip in distrelis were .i",hted, 
• lifeboat ~ould put out from the &tation or a subsidiary beat house. 

The Life Savin9 ServiCE: was created 1n 1872, to supplant the var;~us private
 
orgll1li:'<lt!ons that had existed along the coast.. since the eighteenth century. The
 
service advertised for bids for the statio- in 1875, but according to Coast Guard
 
rr~ords it was not commissioned until lSSr
 

~cording to one account, the Indl~n RiVer Station opened in IB75, under the
 
cOllll-"ilr.-1 of Captain Washington vickerli. Indian Rivp.r was the s()lJtnern stacion i.n a
 
seriell of four that ext~ded to Lewes. By 1882, the four stations were in operation
 
with Cl natant ~atrols.
 

Afer the 1962 March StD.t1lI, it was vacate~ by the COilst Guard ere'... , who l10ved
 

to tcmp~~ary f~~ilities. !~ 1964, a new station on another Iiit~ ~~s ope0ed. The
 

property haa since served ~s a state maintenance facility.
 

Although shipboard wireless c~iPMent aade the wal~ing patzols obsolete, surf

boats continued to be the principal rea:ce craft until atter World war II. They
 
still remain, but l~",er cutters and aircraft provide most of the reSCUP- services.
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The original outbuildings d~ not ~urviv~ on the property. Modern service 
buildiu9!' no\ol stand nearby. as part of a park maintenallce fae il i ty. 

CHRONOLOGY: 

187:!: Life-Saving Service established by Congress.
 
1874: Plans drawn.
 

1875: Federal Government advertised for bids. 
1875: "ccordinq to vne contemporary source, Indian Ri\ler SLation was manned 

at this tae. 

1880: Coast Gu.srd records state the station \oIas cOIl\:nissioned in tbis year.
 
1882: The full cOIllplernent of four statior.s \oIas operatioaal.
 
18115: Date ot drawings for Cape Henlopen and Indian River SLations, probably
 

for alterations. 

1962: S~o~ c4u~ed abandonment of stat~ons.
 

196-41 : New station built by Coa5t Guard.
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L",n1~., E~\'.·. ~cl .J. '.~ '.:c lIali"'a;- 1;-::.:. . " , '_ 

".rcll~l;"'.O,",Y 1972. P!,. 77-8E. 
Hation.:.1 J'':"chives arod h<;:-Clds Servic(e, r ...~.~ .. ";:""f' ... '- . 
Schar f, J. Thc;:,as. His tory 2.!.. ~z:!..'.'_ ~ ,<:.: ,. ", . u. Pi ';hanls 

Canpany. lESf.:. 

E!lJGEOGRAPHICAL DATA 
"C~!"Gl OF ..OM' .... 110 ~ ..O.l.n Les!\ than 1 a:;:: 

UTM RUEIIEIlUS 

A~ 1!.l!,41l,2,§ 14 ,;p,51 9,1,0! 
ZO III [ {ASTING rJOATHING 

cWII,I, ,II, I! 1,.1 
VERBAL BOUNDARY OESCnlrllt:r. 

I.~ ~_, 
Z~~:: Et- r 

-

D~~ L. 
"~LI,I, 

NORTH",G 

I I , I I I I 

l,~iALl5iAHSA/oIu 

COOt 

.. " :: ;, . ~.. ~ ,.. ,'. \ ..: 

COOl COIINTl' coo:: 

mFORM PREPARED BY 

Edward r. Heite, Historic Re9istrar 
OA(..ANI2AlION 

Div. of Historical' Cultural Affairs 
SI~l!l. NUMS(~ 

Hall of RecordG 302-670-4564 
C,TY O~ lOWN STAll 

Dover Uela",are 

[fJSTATE HISTORIC PRESERVATION OFFICER CERTIFICATJON 
THE EVAlUATlO SIGNIFICANCE OF THIS PROPERTY WIT,llN THE ST,IHE IS 

NATIONAl_ SiAn$. lOCAl __ 

,115 Ih~ <l~"9n"":d l:)lale liiS'l)'lC P,u"..,allon O",ce' IO'lhe Na'ional H,SlOftC Frese": "ion ACI~ IPublic Law 89-6t;"51.'-
h~'ebV nnm'IW'8 IhlS p,opefly 'Of inclusion in the Nilional eO,:>I•• and CDIli"" thai' III lin bHn e",alualed acC;I),clrnO 'I) lh. 
eftls". and p.oc"du.es ..... 'onh by 1M N"lion,,' Pall< S8 :Y 

S 'Ion "'STOIl'C ~~l StR_""OOl OUIaIl SIGN"'UIII ~4 
TITLE; Director. ~iv. of Historicul t Cultural ~f(airs OATE7 _1id~ _ 'r.·_C-::~'-;:r"""~"";P=CS=-:-U:::S:::E-::O:-:N"'l"'Y"'------------------------'-

l HEREBY CUITI"" THAT THIS p~OP~Rrr IS INCLUDED IN THE NATIONAL FlEGISTER 

DAlE 
-~,)~IR:-:E:-:C:-:T"'O:-:R:-.7.0:-;-F~fj:;:C:;:F-;O~F;;-A77.HC::-;-:H-=-E-;':O':"l-=O::G:::Y:-A~N:-:-=0"7H:-:t:;:-5::-TO=R7:IC:-"=-Fl::-E::-:~~E:-;P';;-;"\-;-'_:-:'''=-'-=O-'-N'''------------------

~:;:ST i)AlE 

1- -- -~ EEPEA OF THE lI:/r. TIO_N_A_L_R_E_G_I_S_T_ER • ---..------- .. 

• .:.1 .:. -, "':.;,:..i.: :'.;'.::J.:':~ .. '.....,----- ~- . - . ,_ .. _. 
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'[rf\)T?nnn~' 
I FEB 18 1916 

l1:.lbD1S11 Vb STATE or OELAWARE 
DEPARTMENT Of" NATURAL RESOURCESDN His\OIitai & Cultural Alfai"JOHN C, ell,"SON ... ND .. "HOHR, ~JO~) '7' -••0]••c:.I:T ..... ., 

ENVIRONMENTAL CONTROL 

EDW ... 1I0 TATNALL ""LDIHG
 
DOVF;ft, DItL.....1l1r ".0'
 

February 17. 1976 -..fl." 
Ii ."," \' \U ",\2 

.',
\ .. 
"\"h " ~,i 

\\\:J1) ~'/1:{' '! 
Mr. Lawrence C. Henry ~~ 
Di rector/State Historic /.., 

j 

• :;f 
Pl"eservation Officer 

Division of Historical and 
Cultural Affairs
 

Hall of Records
 
Dover. Delaware 19901
 

Dear Mr. Henry: 

The Departllent of Natural Resources lui Environllental 
Control is very pleased to see that the vela~ure Breakwaters. 
Lewes Harbor and the Indian River Life SM~ing Service Station 
are to be considered for historic preservation. 

These areas were very important to Delaware in the past 
and their inclusion on the National Register will assist the 
State and the nation in its fight to protect our natural 
resources. 

This Departnent endorses the noaination of the above
aenttoned areas to the National Register of Historic Places. 

Very truly yours. 

ft:~.~ 
Secretary 

JCB:WFH: j!y 

IHI:IIMAN W, 1"1t' ITT 
QOy· Oft 

OFFIC] 

_ •.•_'-~_._...~.......~ ¢ • 'P ' ~• ..,. .. .".-';Ar...........·--·_· ... -.-.--...._. ..... ~'-

',' ; 
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The nomination 10r the Homestead was consider0d. Mr~. loN. 
Blugerrnan and Mrs. Thomas Dorlahuc-were pre!;Bnt and spoke '.rietly ebout 
the property. Mr. Henry que5t ioned the signlf icance oj the prr,pertr I"JS 

on example oi eigh~eenth-ccnt~~y architecture since it hod b~~n sub
5tantial ly altered in the 1930's. He suggested that the propertyt~ 

significance might lie inste~d in Its relation to Col. Corkran's urLbn 
planning cor,cept for Henlopen Acres. Mr. II;:,n RilVen~\oi.)ay ''Y)v",d to rc:
.. rite; the nomination along the lines ~uqge!.ted by Mr. Ii"nr\, ,',nd c.on\.id,-r 
iT at a laH,r meeting. The t1'ot ;on ,,;:s sec-onded by '·\r. Rflley "nd f,;.,r.s(!d. 

The nominiltion for the .~Qgl l-Iou!>£'. "';;5 considered. "1r5. Elsie 
Rouse spoke about her f~mi Iy and iis relat innship 10 ~he Vopl House. 
Mr. Henry moved to ilccept the nOlllination 10(" the Vogi House ... itl' on!:: 
correction. T~e metion was seconded by Mr. Raley and p,,~"sed. 

Indian River Liie Savi~g Service S1ation w~s 1ne last nomination v;l 
rellie ..ad. "1r. Henry read -a letter of support from the SEc:cretary oi Naillra! 
Resources <,nd lnvi ronm\Jntal Control, John Bryson. Mr. 'tun RavellswiJay moved 
to accept the nomina1ion for Indian River Lif~ S~vjn9 Service Stbtion wlfh 
the additions. Th", ~l(Jtion ";'5 !>~conclad hy Mr·~,. Poil ..r "nd p~!;snd. 

Mr. Henry as~ed for cOlfllJ'ents on fhe I isf 01 pofential N<ltional 
Regisfer properties distributed to the Board in Docember. He rOQup,s1ed 
an ini:licCltion of those propertit:,> which should be given priority. Mis!', 
Downing ,,,ention,"·j a late eig'ltc;o('nth-centurv house in lIIi I ford. 9r. "1unr.'.'e 
mentioned the Lt'wcs district and Wilmington Friends Meeting. Mr. Henry 
suggested grouping prospect I III: nominations .:ccording to locality 'Jnd 
'''Ton9in9 1uture mc,etings in the vario~5 counties. al"}",ing tj"·e to in!>p<:ct 
the propt,rties lor nomination. Mr. IIdn RCllenS"ddY 5u~ywsfed publicizing 
tha m~etll.g5 and having lun,h ",ifh proplf: in the localities.. 

There .'1cirog no further busin'~~5 broUlih1 forth for di"cu·;sion. 
tho meeting adjo~rn~d ~t 12:'5. 

R"~pe<:t f U I I y sulmti t t c;d. 

S. Joann Ponuel 
Secretary	 10 the State 

Historic Preserllaticn 
Of f icer 

• ••·.• i· ...~:. 

03/02/2003 DE STATE HIST PRESERVATION OFFIC: 

;=;("1(71 • d wd8t- :~0 EO/81/t-0 



File' Indian River Life Sav1nq 
Service Statl~ 5-453 

OCtober 19. 1976 

JOM C _ Bry~, Secret.a.ry. 
Dep~t ot Natural ~Iource. lind 

EII'Y1.~tal Control 
Edward Tatoall ltu.11dil1CJ 
Dovar, L.la",ara 19901 

;; _ pla-..cl t.o in1_ yr;.u th.t on 5ept~r 29, 1'76. the lndJa River 
loU. Sa.in9 s.rvi.,. Station w•• Ibte4 in the N.tional "-9btar at 
Hbtodc Place.. Ttl1. aC!tion "... taken by tJy NatJ.OAtl1 Park SerY10e of 
the Ullited Sut.6a Dep~t at the Interior l.a rellPal•• to our nGlll1nat1orl 
at your p~rty. 

By th1Ji ~t1C1ft. tJw Indian River Lif. S&ving CerYicII Station ia recognized 
.. poe••••!ng unu5Wll 11gnitlcenoe to t:he hi.t:ocy of our lIuta. BellClld 
the nOOlJft1tlon iuel.!. bel_lon in the Nationel Ra91~ ..Iunl \.NIt 
th1. otti_ will n9i_ dl federal project. to dllta~ any .tfact they 
-Y MY'll an YtlQl' preperty. J"Izrtblr ••ll .ational Ae9l1ter dtell an eUq1.ble 
foc federal ~o..rvatJ.on qrant..-!n-dd adlainbtered b1 thh aUiae. till wUl 
prlWida you. annually wi th appUcaUon tonaa t« tr....e grant.. and "il 1 .n
eouC8l9- you too c<lnaider thie _ful proqrUl. 

till haw • nand_ fr-.J ~UUc.u au:...tirjIIJ t.o t.M Mat.1C';lal JIoeC]utd: 
ata tuI of FOur prapeny which hu ~ d9JH'd try the ecwernor. the tiecr.ury 
ot Stat., &4 1l}'Be1f and vh11il bean the rare.t S.al of the St..fIte at Pel __"_ 
If YOQ 1dl1 cant.act _, r _14 Ult. ~ vren9- to pr__nt. thh certificate 
to YOQ at th. rndi~ River Lif. Sa.lnq &ervie:tl Statlul. 

Th. Stat. of Pel_an .harea the p~1de we hope you t_l aa • na\,llt. ot th1. 
nQOl1lllHan • 

x..wr.ne» C. H--r 
Din~/St..t. Hiltode 

Pre••rY.t1an Officer 

,_~.:._.r~"""'.' •.•' .•. 
-~ 
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United S&...!s Department of the Intulbr 
NATIONAL PARK SERVlCE
 
W...SHIJliGTON, D.C. 20210
 

The Director of the Mational Park Service 

Gary Everhardt 
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18 plea•• to iDfonllll you that the b1atorle propert, Hlited on the 

eDC1.os..s abeet. bas beaa nC*inated by the State B1.toric Preservat.iOB 

Officer reepoaalble for your State's t.pl..eDtatlon of the Matloaal 

B1.torlc Preaer.atiOD Act of 1966. P.L. 89-665 (80 Stat. 915). a. 
i .-elMS". It baa accordinal,. beeIl eDtered iD the RaUcma1 Ilqiater 

of B1.toric Place.. A leaflet explainina t.he Rational Reli.ter 1a 

eac10aed for your lofo~t.lon aDd coaveoleDee. 
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, ,I . NE:J\/S RELEASE 

sl .... re OF DELAW....RE 

DIVISION Of HIS lORIC.... L AND OJLTlJR/.l ....n AIRS 

HAll Of RECORDS. DOVER. 1m1 

(301) 678·5314 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

EDITOR: PHOTOGRAPHS ARE AVAILABLE 

" landllluk on the Delaw.'!'e oce&ntront, the old IndilUl River 

Coast C\lard Station. has been n_d to the National Rec;ister of 

Histo:dc Places. Lawrt:llce C. Henry, Director of the DiVision of 

Historical and Cultural Affairs. announced the listing. effective 

SepteMber 29. 

The station vaa first ~anned by the Life S.vinq Se~'ice in 

!ft75, as part of a line of four stationr on the Delawace shore. 

Patrols sent out frem the ~tlltion watched for vessels in d~slress, 

and a1e~ted boat crews for rescue operation~. 

A 5urf ~t stored in the station was kept re~dy at all t~~es 

for re~ operations. 

The Coast Cuard, wh~ch absorbed the Life Saving Service, operated 

the station until 1962, when the Ash helnesollly stona caused heavy 

dcllllage. 'l'he building is nova lIlaintenance faei1ity for the sUJ:rowKI

irl9 sUite park. 

The National Re9ister ot Historic Places, a function of the 

National Park Service, is administered 1n Dela~are by the Division 

of Historical and ~ltural Affairs. Properties Oft the NIll~ional 

I\.e-ghter: are e1i~ible for ,rants-in-aid ancI for ,..-otecUon undelf' 

proYisions of the National Historic Preservation ~ct of 1966. 

Contact; EDWARD F. H£ITE 

STATE HIST PRESERVATION OFFIe03/02/2003 DE 
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Form CRS-llCULTURAL RESOURCE SURVEY 
ARCHAEOLOGICAL SITE FORM FOR OFFICE USE ONLY, 

f 
CRS no. S -lo5\ 

HISTORIC PRESERVATION 
BUREAU OF ARCHAEOLOGY AND 

Arch. Site l~-C-- \\
I

SPO Map dd-d~-8 

DOVER, DELAWARE 19901 
HALL OF RECORDS 

Soil Map u-t)"-\ 
Quad
 

DOCUMENT 20-06/78/01/5 Drainage

(302) 678-5314 

1. Site Des i 9na t i 0 n, ....i...... ....'l.o..Q.l.,;t Da te
__....>..Q-+"u \ -l.:l\e~(\~SL.-.~..!.l.D ....... t\\O\I' 55
 

2. 
. \ 

erd. ,~)c ~,-;.::: ..:\ ~,~ (;",k"0 ,.l'AQ\,z. ;;r,·,r')"r. \j\.)u!>;~ ejP'v:>\o'ioc'C,*e:, bi'<). Ls;c,i9'J'rk\Jc:.~ 
Or) ~\'tE...J 

3. Owner or Contact - _ 

·L Site Description: Soil Type J:\J6 )TC"r) Cultivated / Other 

s. Description of Field l~ork, _ 

6. Collections at Island Field Museum 
Accession No. 1 i !Iry By l~hom \=t. \1. 

I 

Date ~iJG\l\ Surface I Excavation, y' 

Accession NO. ld)n By Whom :::Ut\ 

Date~ Surface J Excavation 

Bu!c..,,),\\~ 

Location 

Location 

::::t=f= ,'V\ 

~.I'f\. 

Accession No. 

Date Surface 

By Hhom 

Excavation Location 

7. 

Accession No. By Whom 

Date Surface Excavation 

Other Co 11 ect ions ItT...£ 2\ C)e.\ \ 

Location 

8. Cultural Characterization ___ 

G.
 
ff,
 



.. 

9. 

CRS ,5-~·~i 

Art ifacts: 
f 

Arch. Site. No. ~-G.- \\ 

project il e points 

Historic Inventory ( ) 

soapstone 

Wolfe Neck 

Townsend 

Ceramics: Experimental 

Coulbourne NE;, Mockley Hell Island 

Other 

Ground Stone Tools 

Chipped Stone Tools: 

Other 

10. Photos: 

ll. Documents 

12. Publications/MS 

13. Other 

b.a ru-\I~
 

~rL'k


"" 

Battering Tools 

Bifacial Unifacial U.F. 

B&W Color 

on File 

on File 

SKETCH MAP 

\J It 
t ") '" "=t k:2

IQ\), \.:1.E.\J5 
i'C: '\.. ~ '\IJ rJ,~I "( 

l 

\) 

(D '" ....v--..... ~/ 

/ ." 
'()/ 1-\\ ~175-6

) ... 
~I 

~\-~, 

...

~ I 
I~ l>~ I\D rr~ \, 1\ ) I 

i 

)
JI 
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Form CRS-4CULTURAL RESOURCE SURVEY 
ARCHAEOLOGICAL SITE FORM FOR OFFICE USE ONLY

"(' 
CRS no.
 

HISTORIC PRESERVATION
 
BUREAU OF ARCHAEOLOGY AND 

Arch. Site
 
HALL OF RECORDS
 SPO Map
 
DOVER, DELAWARE 19901
 Soil Map

Quad
 
DOCUMENT 20-06/78/01/5 Drainage

(302) 678-5314 

1. Site Designation, Date, _ 

3. Owner or Contact l.l)rr) -Q. 'Iter:" \ ~c (ee..-\.bev"", B£c-<\:\ 

·L Site Description: Soil Type Cultivated Other 

s. Description of Field Work _ 

6. 

7. 

Collections at ISlald Field Museum 
SCi\Accession No. J~ Ij By Whom 

Date~ Surface ,/ Excavation 

Accession No. By Whom 
. 

Date Surface Excavation 

Accession No. By \'Jhom 

Date Surface Excavation 

Accession No. Sy Whom 

Date Surface Excavation 

Other Co 11 ect i onsJh,L I/'iCa '* eoc ,"c ¥.s~ )JC( 

Location 

Location 

Location 

Location 

("§eI:~' {\<2.-isc.e;;.;J 

:J:\=N\ 

8. Cultural Characterization 

r 
',..I 

./ 



· 

CRS S-lcpn ' Arch.Site. No.~ Historic Inventory ( ) 

f
9. Artifacts: projectil e poi nts Sat c,\'-ee't\ 

soapstone 

Wol fe Neck 

Townsend 

Ceramics: Experimental 

Coulbourne ~~ Mockley 
(D~ 

to.:)~ Hell Island 

Other 

Ground Stone Tools 

Chipped Stone Tools: 

Other 

Bifacial 

Battering Tools 

Unifacial U.F. 

10. 

ll. 

Photos: B&\~ 

Documents on File 

Color 

12. Publications/MS on File 

13. Other 

SKETCH MAP 
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~ 1\ 
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_.... .. '.~ 

CULTURAL RESOURCE SURVEY
 
LOCUS IDENTIFICATION FORM
 FQP. OFfiCE USE ONLY 

DlLAWARE BUR~AU or CRS It .~'2S:{;/ 
QuadARCHA[OLOGY AND HISTORIC J¥~"~~.~" 

PRESERVATION :,PO !OdD .z,l-- z.J:.f1 
Hund,-edHALL or R(COi<DS .f>II"T'~ 

DOVER, OELA~ARE 19901 DOCUMf 1,1 'to- 0&J7F,/ (;4/7 

(302) 678-5314 

A' I C& Bu,.boS~ JJAt ~ 
.,/ 

1. NAME or LOCUS: _.P~~f!L~ .. _. T:.!",.:-.._j~~_. ~_ 

2. STRHT LOCATION: J.'~~ 'G:~_~Ii.\~'~!~~-:'6-3~J.) .$~~.&J~4 .35-:1.. 
3.	 OWNER'S NAME: ._.1 ... .. _ TEL. ~ 

ADDRESS: ._------~... _-_._-...:~'- .._. __ .... _-_ .... -,. 

4. TYPE OF LOCUS: a) s~ru(ture·:__.='__ 1:)' di<,t"in c) arcnaeological '.He 

d) other _._. __ ._ .. __ •._ ..•.... 

5.	 SURPOUNDINGS or LOCUS: (check more than one if neCf'ssary) 

a) fallow field·~~_. 1» cultivated field d woodland 

d) scattered bUilding;--'~__ e) densely built up f' ,JtMr' 

6.	 THREATS TO lOCUS: (chp.d more than one if nE'cess.:;ry) 

a) none know~:.. til loninq c) roads d) dev!'looE"-" 

e) deterioration f) other 

7. REPRESENTATION ON OTHER SURVEYS: 

T111.£ : . ._. .. _. • . .• •. _. _. _.. _. _._ •
 
TITLE: _ •
 

TITLE:.__ . . .... _._ .._.. __ . .. __.__ .	 •
 
r \ \, .\. ~ ". \: '. .	 .

8. YOUR t~AM£: ~1:~~-\'1:~~(~·~~~~·~ ..~~{\..\::I~'....',~,. __ .\ TEl. • ':~ _L .' - .-. 

YOUR ADlJR£5S: \.'S:.,..... ~.:.i..l~;~_\.C':"'~.:~J",,~ ...,~..L.-,~ ...U·'..l\ ..L .._ ! /.J' 

ORGANIZATION (if any)~~l-~~\,~~~L.~l..'.:~~,,':.(w _'_" ~_. DATE: .. 

USE BLACK INK ONLY
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--~ 
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. :~ . . . :',2!

.f .., \. 

. . 
:N 

1 
I 

I 

I 

SK[TCil MAPIe. 
Consider the fo11owin~: 

: -.-q ::'1\"'1 cf :,;.:-:~~~ :,j ,·.:Z.;·:- "':i 
.;4- ..:,;--,,"aF,J: t., .•'~: ·1~ .. :..;"f:n:':1I"t;:.:~ S .;.~ ,:~ f'!· ~'." : .... ~~ ,~,:,i a) relationship to setting

L

b) associated traditions or ~tories

I
 1-," 1: .. ~ .
 
c) noteworthy features 
d) comparison with othel"s in area 

I, 

.. . 
':~"....' ... I 
. 1,... - •. -:--.. ~. 

.., ..... . .. .-.. ! 
I 
i 
I 

I 

r-l!-S[-B-L-AC-~-:~-:i-K-O-:-lL-'I""llIlOIC/\T[ IlOR11I ON SKETCH 

._.
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form CRS-l 

fOR OfFICE USE ONLYCULTURAL RESOURCE SURVEY
 
STRUCTURAL DATA FORM
 

CRS 1/DELAWARE BUREAU OF 
Quad 

.- s.~ m -tf ..
ARCHAEOLOGY AND HISTORIC -- ... .._ .. -S;" -_. 
PR[S~RVATION Spa map 1/ .J.JL':~_._ ...q..

Hundred
 
DOVER. DELAWARE 19901
 
HALL OF RECORDS 

DOCIJM£NT ZO--06"/'"H/ITq114 
(302) 678-5314 

1. ADDRESS or STRUCTURE: 

2. DESCRIBE THE STRUCTURE AS COMPLETELY AS POSS I BLE: 

~~ .J.,--: : ~~: ,: ' : : ' . : 
a) Overa 1~ shape - ,'~ h ... ~~~.~ c. I. ,", ,;-- j',.,' ~ , , , , stones • ~ .:it,,,,, ~
 

bays . ". . ~,k 1. \ • \
 
• :",t 'C":'t..Lo...'\' '.• ' • nII)..\ .•~~,j :: I::::~'::~~

wlngS' " ,,..:.... i~ j . ". 
, ) I ' •• ' ,,~.;:\'... ~, , ....

b) Structural _system ...;' f I 
;~ • ~. I : ' 

~ . _\ ,.,'\.-'
c) Foundat ion ,.'t' . i ~ 

~~I/;- "" materia ls' V", ; ;" T
 
basement . r , 'sK[i~ PlAA' .. ,
 

d) Exterior walls . ~·I~· ~... jf 1. 
matedals '.,:'. \.. .. ,~~ ..•.. (~. 
color(s) . \\:::~..).\ ;.1.l.~: . 

e) Roof
 
shape: _urials' ~~\:~"')' :'1,:'\'" ~t ~,~, ;../..;..
 
cornice . ";.~' ~>~. ';.)~1j:':~
 
dormers . '-,.' "s...
 
chimney location(s)- ·'\:.·~l.. ··_':.'~r "•.~ •." f.dc\i... I -'.


~\ '.':-f '," .~ .. ~ 

f) Windows
 
spac i"~' ..::~,~.w .:t:lM~"
 
type "Ii
 
tdm . ~l~......_
 

shutters . I'~t~~
 

g) Door , I 1.... ,
 
c;pac i"9 ·"v ~\;... ~ Yl.~-'- ,.j 'i' ..•.r .,J: (lJ,.
 

J, J "j, 1; .... _ I,t y~ - .J....."Lh. ~.\ • .:.. 1.':' ,~~, ... ..."~)~,, I • ..l.",
lnm ~itt........ .. .
 

h) Porches'
 
locatlon{\)·r·,.l ,"\':,'-..(t 1') ,;.•..4~ Ii. ~': : .. \ .....
 
material!> ' ,
 
\u~port~ : .... +.J '~"~ ~"t- .i·· f -i ·~.l .. i~· l~) .. . .L .. , litrlm . ~\~"" . I 

, . 
, J .. ,\ t. - \ t,:... 

; ~ .. ~ ~'- \ . I .... J .• \... .... .... ".··l~ ,,, .
 

USt BLACK INK ONLY 

03/06/2003 DE STATE HIST PRESERVATION OFFICE
 



r
 
~ 3.	 CONDITION: good o~ 

remark~ : 
it ) ~. ~-r-l ~'i ~~-1' -~. i-t~~- - ..~~ •.. _.- 'b') moved 

4.	 INTEGR lTY: 

c) if mov~d. when and from where 

d) list majo'o alterati00s and diHl'<' (if ~n(}llm) 

5.	 DATE OF INITIAL CONSTRUCTION: 

6.	 ARCHITECT/BUILDER: 

- ----_.__.__ ._. __._- _... - ...._._-_ .. _---_............ -.- - - .._-.-. - _..•.__•.. 

7.	 RELATED OUTBUilDINGS: 

it) ba rn b) carriage house __ . __ c) gardgt> ~_._ d) privy _ 

e) shed':::::-_ f) greenhousE' _ .. g) shOP . h) gardens _. _.... 

i) icehouSE' __ j) o;pringhousE' Il) other •• _._•. ...• .•_..... 

dmr;b., l')"I'll:ttr;clQ$.~~.~t!1f.--- .-.. . . 
I :'~~L I~ ,~_clo~botrJ' i,;~" .__ .. _._. ~.~ 

8.	 BRIErlY DISCUSS THE ORIGINAL AND SUBSEQUENT USES or THE STRUCTURE. ~OTE A~Y 
ASSOCIATIONS WITH HISTORIC [VENTS OR PERSONS: 

9.	 Pr1Jlary "-ferencell' (include loc.~1on of reference). 

Da~e -2/.:..'~=-tl"-=8;.;.!~--._~
of POnl' 

USE	 8I.'C1C lint ONLY 

03/06/2003 DE STATE HIST PRESERVATION OFFICE
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r 
CULTURAL RESOURCE SURVE~
 

LOCUS IDENTIFICATION FORM
 

O£LAWARE	 BUREAU or ::R~ ~ 

QuadARCHAEOLOGY AND HISTORIC 
SPO mcH' ~
 

HAl~ or RECOr.OS
 
PRESERVAT10N 

Hundrb1
 
DOV[R. DElA~AR[ 19901
 DOCUMlr. , 
(302) 678-5314 

1. NAHE OF LOCUS: r~~~L 2:}2j I"M.:.. _L:a.r~_. ... ._._. . . 
2. STRHT e~_hP~.K ~ _~k. _of_~J.C). r,.9J.3SJ..-~ e# ~~,d~Cl(l~LDCAT .ON: 

J	 /t()ec~' J~ " e~ '351 J 
3.	 OWNER'S NAI1E: :_:.~ • . __ •.. __ ..•• _.. _ .__ ..•... TEL,' 

ADDRESS:
 
"

4.	 TYPE OF LOCU~: i') s:ructut·(' ,,~.__ r) ,jist,.;(: c) archaeological "lle 

d) other 

5.	 SURROUNDIrlGS c-r LOCUS: (chee,; more thJn one if n('ce!.sdry) 

ill fa11o~ fi('ld 
" 

~_ b) cultivated field c) woodland 

0) scattered buildings "'':::'--:__ to') densely bu t j l up fl \)the r 

6.	 THREATS TO lOCUS: (check mot'e than Dne if nec('ssary) 

a) none kt'town~. _ b) loninQ c: ,'oads 

e) deterioration f) Dl"er 

i.	 REPRfSENTATION ON OTHER SURVrvS: 

TITlE: . ... _ •
 
TITlE:. ...
 

TITLE: . _.•. __ .. __ .. _	 • 

8.	 YOUR NAME: ~'u.~~~~·~·.<1_11 •..L.ll..\i\~~~.u 
YOUR ADDRESS: t.Lt _~~~~~~~_ (...~~,.t~\J~·-b:.;:J...·-' 
ORGANIZAilON (if any) __11..wt·""'~lL~~~s_' ..,,<:_~~ 

US[ BlAC~ INK ONLY 

03/06/2003 DE STATE HIST PRESERVATION OFFICE
 



of,, 

I--" 
)c SKETCfi 1·tJ\P 

rl,"'2G,J ~~"rdi.·:"~l.:t~· ·:~l=r. '" ;--:._~ ~t't[~!.4::t : .., ,·~Z:';~···'~: 

~d ::(-~~~i ('at--' r.:.~ ~ .....ll ~.J·.,jt17:HlkH •.:::~ .. "h :: .. ~ t.' ~ rt:' .:: ...::~ :~J~~: 

I I ' :', .-: : 9....~ • 

I 

. 

..1\.. I -. 
:n 

~: 
...... :'~ 

:lr:::::::: 
: 1L~r~,,:· r-:::: :~: . 
· /. /. 
· /. ! . 
. / ./ . 
./ ./ . 
, ! 

1UO I(II TE rfORTH ON $K[T( H 

._

Y. UJI"'Ul I ~ : 

Consid~r the followin~: 

a) relationship to setting 
b) d~50ciated traditions or stcries 
c) n~!eworthy features 
d} cC,:lparisCln with othen in area 

USE BLACK l~K ONLY 

.~, ".-...!_ ;,. '_~ •.•. "~. .....~J _-p'" '.-_" ~._. _,_, __ ~ '. __-" ..:.. .• , ~..... -.- •• -'. 

03/06/2003 DE STATE HIST PRESERVATION OFFICI
 



~.-

COHDI TION, good ~_ de t£',- i orated
 

remark!> :
 

4, INHGRITY: a) original s ite '~__ b) moved
 

if moved. when and from where
 

0, " list IIIcljo,' "lte.'ation!> "nd dates (if known)
 

5.	 DATE OF INITIAL CONSTRUCTION: 

6.	 ARCHITECT/BUILDER: 

7.	 RELATED OUTBUILDINGS: 
"d 9J r age '~._. d) privy 

e) !>he~ f) greenhou~e __. g) shop hl 9drdens __.....•. _ .... 

i) icehou!>e __~ j) !>pringhou!>~__ k) othel' __ . 

describe: ~~.:.-¥-~J1,cl-~.~L_.... . . .__ 
"'~.l ~ 

a) barn 

____~ .. ,J ~g-: ~~ r\f'J"t ~ ~. ._ .. _. 
....,.,J	 ... ' ......: ,. .. 

8.	 BRIEFLY DISr~SS THE ORIGINAL AND SUBSE0Uf~~ usrs or THE STRUCTURE. NOTE ANY 
ASSOCIATIONS WiTH lilSTORJC EVENTS UR pt.RSmlS: 

,.	 Primary Raference.1 (include location of rerer-nee). 

0' 

j d"L -J" u,,~\ . 

t j.'
Date or P'Onil i ,II"10. SYrVeyorl .G.'~"'';:'''':¥;l)),:¥(;;fL.:...CALI ll).rLl'o\ J	 I j 

, 0 

USE	 1LM:Jt JHIt ONLY 
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rcnn CR~-I 

FOR OFFICE USE ONLYCULTURAL RESOURCE SURVEY 
STRUCTURAL DATA FORM 

'::R<; .. -_. _S::_~fDElPWARf BUREAU OF 
Quad 

PRESERVATION 
ARCttAEOLOGY AND HISTORIC 

SPO illap jr _~~~7:.?i~~ 
HAll or RECORDS Hundred 

DOCUMENT i()--Of;n-~!Oc./14OO'/fR. DElAWARE 19901 
(302) 678-5314 

1. PDDRESS OF STRUCTURE 
! .. 'h ') .... \., t J 0, 

~2. JESCRIB£ THE STRUCTURE AS COMPLETELY AS POSSIBLE: - ... 
~

a) Overa 1~ shape' t -l..r::\'l~V\:}1 ~ . 1 .. \, .. 1 
stones· \ 1};Jt.. : 

~. . . . .. ... J
bay.. -1.1 \."\14 '" ;
 

win9S - ; {~"",,_, II:i; t .".' _,.1 ,.' ".~_'" "".

I : .... • ~ ~ " ..1' ... t ' .'/ rfa ~ \ IT .t. . ·1· L 

• _4 _ .....-. _ _. --~-I 
b) Structural system 'J 

.[~ ••••.r-' • ~ " ".1.r,·, 
c) Foundat ion 

IIIdter;a 15 - (. ~A•.. l;'v :\~
 
basement
 

d) Exterior walls
 
mater ia 1s 1,.:;,.'. ~ \(j. ~~ .. ,Ii..
 

colods) :\0,\ 

e) Roof 
shap~: _ter1al. .~\.;.J ~.+~t1 .:L.)... 
corn 1 ce - lJ<." ,X ,"'-\("L • , \ • 

; lu., ' 1.\\~~=;; l~~~~i~~l~)'~~'~~~~ +.; ~,-,;", .-: ':'~ 1. r"v'", 
.J 

I 

• J .• 

f) Windows
 
spacing' ·~.,J,\v..,.,t"\o..l
 
type·I.(
. .. 
tnm' ~'_""._. ..
 
shutters· )~'.t;" '.t.< ... , ;J ~-,-:1t . .

g) Door .
 
spacing - (: .•.t .. '1 {.,. ~ ~')I"j.{
 
ty~ . ~~~ _~j~' .' 'J

trlm ~. .... -' . '. 

~'J \\~ 

h) Porches 
1oca t ion (s ) "~\.\I. ',. ,.( ,.1 .)J' ~". t",). i....,v, :\t."t _ d ' ~ LJ .• jJ. ,lJ. j. '.. . L I jr ..' '1.1 ., • ,'.-'l>oJ. . .•. '" ~ materia 15 ' .\ '.- ,;,;J; \1supports '~\,. .. - HI' ' . .. ~ "" ...... ' .......
 .,-•. t""'·rt-·t, ~·I~,.b·... t,t .~, .. ).~tnm '" ... .)..,. .; I

• ~J .' , . .. 
i) Interior deta il s (H ace••dbl.) 

U$£ BLACK INK ONLY 

, 
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Form CRS-4 
ARCHAEOLOGICAL SITE FORM 
CULTURAL RESOURCE SURVEY 

FOR OFFICE USE ONLY
0;"
I' 

BUREAU OF ARCHAEOLOGY AN~ CRS no. 5- ~8~-~ 

HISTORIC PRESERVATION Arch. Site "'S-~.~"3 
HALL OF RECORDS SPO Map ;2~-2.,-8e 

DOVER, DELAWARE 19901 Soil Map 'S~5'"" 
(302) 678-5314 Quad I~f. TH 4'" Y 
DOCUMENT 20-06/78/01/5 Drainage ~~ 

1. Site Designation g\l'4'GN l~'-~(\/~ Date /6-2(-ts

3. Owner or '2. _Contact._~ 

.l. Site Description: Soil Type e.o \/h. Cultivated NO Other 

S. Description of Field I~ork Wf:1t-.Kf:.lj ON (3CAc.ji 

6. Collections at 
Accession No. 

Date 

Accession No. 

Date 

Accession No. 

Date 

Accession r~o . 

Date 

Island Field Museum 
By I~hom 
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FIRE CONTROL TOWERS 

Comprised of twelve-inch reinforced concrete, eleven cylindrically shaped Fire Control Towers line the 
Delaware Seashore. Fire control towers, or base end stations, incorporated the most accurate method of target 
location available prior to the advent of radar and sonar: triangulation. Targets were identified tmough 180
degree observation slits with an optical instrument called the M-191 0 azimuth unit. Target coordinates were 
then submitted electronically to the Fort's Plotting Rooms. Typically, an interior deck held two observation 
units and each tower held at least one deck. The observation decks were accessed through a trap door in the 
floor. Steel ladders were placed at staggered intervals between decks. Depending on the tower's height, small 
landings were sometimes incorporated between floors. Although the stations primarily assisted in: the . 
identification of naval targets, antiaircraft observation occurred on the roofs. In most cases, the metal safety 
railings placed on the Towers' roofs remain. The scarcity of structural steel, as well as the increased splinter
proof protection provided by reinforced concrete furnished good reason for the Corps of Engineers to choose 
this method of construction over other plans that cailed for large quantities of limited materials. The plans also 
called for a special lusterless concrete aggregate treated with coloring to match the surrounding landscape as 
well 8S copiolls evergreen plantings at the structure's base to provide further camouflage. 

Two of the towers have undergone extensive modification in the years following World War II. Located 
on the land spit of Cape HenJopen, Tower #9 nOw serves as a navigational facility for the Delaware Pilot 
Association. The Delaware Department of Parks and Recreation converted Fire Control Tower #7, located near 
the ordnance igloos in the center of the camp, into an observation tower for the park's Visitors. A winding 
staircase with metal observation platforms replaced the World War IT period interior. The two towers located in 
Gordon's Pond State Park (Tower #5 and Tower #6) are threatened by the encroaching ocean and receding 
shoreline, while Fire Control Tower #2, north of Bethany Beach, is surrounded by a modern housing 
development. 

The structures' optical instrumen tation, the M-1910 observing unit, and hardware were removed after 
the war. The interior metal stairs and doors of the nine unmodified towers are in poor condition. Although 
based on the same standardized plan, the location, height, and battery assignments for each Fore Control Tower 
differ. Tower height and fenestration depended on several factors, such as topography and distance from the 
gun emplacement. The following list describes those differences. 
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Fire Control Tower #1 (S-6049.1). Located one mile south of Bethany Beach, Fire Control Tower #1
 
measures 37 feet, two inches tall and seventeen feet in diameter. One observation deck is located at 29 feet, 1
 
inch above ground. It held four azimuth instruments. The tower's reinforced concrete foundation extended
 
eleven feet, two inches below grade and was supported by timber piles. Fire Control Tower #1 provided target
 
coordinates to Battery Smith and Battery #519.
 

Fire Control Tower #2 (8-6049.2). Located two miles north of Bethany Beach, Fire Control Tower #2 
measures 45 feet, five inches tall and seventeen feet in diameter. Two stepped observation platfonns, located 28 
feet, three inches and 37 feet, eleven inches held a total of eight azimuth instruments. The tower's fOW1dation 
extends eleven feet, tvvo inches below grade and rests on timber piles. Fire Control Tower #2 provided 
coordinates for Battery Smith, Battery #519, Battery Herring and Battery Hunter. This particular tower is 
surrounded by a modern beachfront development. 

Fire Control Tower #3 (5-6049.3). Located on Rehoboth Bay just south of Dewey Beach, Fire Control 
Tower #3 measures 57 feet, two inches tall and seventeen feet in diameter. An eleven foot, two inch reinforced 
concrete foundation supported by timber piles remains below grade. Two azimuth instruments on each 
observation deck, at 40 feet, eight inches and 48 feet, eight inches, provided target sighting for Battery #519 and 
Battery Hunter. 

Fire Control Tower #4 (5-6049.4). Located on Rehoboth Bay just south of Dewey Beach, Fire Control 
Tower #4 measures 55 feet, ten inches tall and seventeen feet wide. Observation decks located at 39 feet, fOUf 
inches and 47 feet four inches housed a total of four azimuth instruments. The tower's reinforced concrete 
foundation extended eleven feet, two inches below grade and rested on timber piles. FC Tower #4 provided 
tactical information for Battery Smith and Battery Herring. 

Fire Control Tower #5 (S-6049.5). Located south of the Fort Miles Reservation in Gordon's Pond 
State Park, Fire Control Tower #5 measures 47 feet in height and seventeen feet wide. Two azimuth 
instruments were housed on both the observation decks located at 30 feet and 38 feet. The tower's reinforced 
concrete foundation extended nearly twelve feet below grade and rested on timber piles. This observation tower 
provided infonnation for Battery 519 and the Mine Battery. 
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Fire Control Tower #6 (S-6049.6). Located south of the Fort Miles Reservation in Gordon's Pond 
State Park, fire control tower #6 measures 64 feet, five inches tall and seventeen feet wide. Three observation 
platforms located at 39 feet, eleven inches, 47 feet, eleven inches and 55 feet, eleven inches were equipped with 
two azimuth siting instruments each. Observation slits correspond to each deck. The reinforced concrete 
foundation extends eleven feet two inches below grade. This Fire Control Tower provided target coordinates 
for Battery Smith, Battery Herring, and Battery Hunter. 

Fire Control Tower #7 (5-6049.7). Located in the Fort Miles Reservation, Fire Control Tower. #7 
measures 69.5 feet in height and 17 feet in width. Observation points are located at 50 feet, 58 feet, and 66 feet 
along the eastern fa<;:ade. This station provided tactical assistance to the Mine Battery. 

Fire Control Tower #8 (5-6049.8). Located in the Fort Miles Reservation, Fire Control Tower #8 
measures72 feet and seven inches in height and seventeen feet wide. Two observation openings occur at 
approximately 61.5 feet and 69.5 feet on the eastern fayade, respectively. The tower's reinforced concrete 
foundation extends eleven feet, two inches below grade and rests on timber piles. Fire Control Tower #8 
provided tactical observation for Battery Smith and Battery No. 519. 

Fire Control Tower #9 (5-6049.9). Located in the F0l1 Miles Reservation, Fire Control Tower #9 
measures 24.5 feet tall and nineteen feet wide. Its reinforced concrete foundation extends fifteen feet below 
ground level and rests on timber piles. Three observation slits occur at regular intervals along its eastern fa<;:ade. 
FC Tower #9 provided tactical observation for Battery Herring, Battery Hunter, and the Mine Battery. 

Adaptively reused by the Delaware Pilot Association for maritime navigation. 

Fire Control Tower #12 (8-6049.12). Located in Fort Miles, fire control tower #12 is comprised 
entirely of twelve-inch reinforced concrete and was equipped with a DPF M-1910 observing instrument. 

Fire Control Tower #13 (5-6049.13). Located west of the Fort Miles entrance near the Lewes spur 
track of the Pennsylvania Railroad, Fire Control Tower #13 measures 81 feet, two inches in height and 
seventeen feet in diameter. Observation decks were located at 64 feet, eight inches and 72 feet, eight inches. 

;-'(71171 • rl UJd:=il: Z1 EO/ZZ... ·'-r.o 
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Two azimuth instmments located on each of the observation decks measured larget coordinates for Battery 
Herring and Battery Hunter. 

ORDNANCE IGLOOS, RIFLE RANGE AND PARADE GROUn 

Ordnance Igloo #1, #2, #3, #4, #5, #6, #7 and #8 (S-6048). Although based on the same standardized 
plan, the Fort Miles Ordnance Igloos were completed in two stages. Igloos #1 through #4 were completed by 
January 1942, while Igloos #5 through #8 were completed by JUly 1944. The eight Igloos are located on Igloo 
Road, near the center of the Fort Miles Reservation. The stmctures derive their name from their half-cylindrical 
shape. Their interiors measure approximately 40 feet, four inches deep by 26 feet, six inches wide and twelve' 
feet, six inches in height. Their reinforced concrete walls rest on a poured cement slab foundation. Partially 
hidden and protected by earth fill and vegetation, its walls and roof are composed of six-inch reinforced 
concrete. 

The Reports of Completed Works site the use of these T.N.T. Magazines as storage "for the ordnance 
department's special fuse program."2 Their location was concealed by sand cover. Each of the entrances to the 
eight igloos is visible today. (C) 

RiOe Range (S-6048). Transferred on 11 February 1943, the rifle range was located just north of 
Battery 519. Originally, the rifle range incorporated four concrete walls. One wall survives and is located 
between the shoreline and Butts Road. (C) 

Parade Ground (S-6048). The post's Parade Ground is located south of Post Lane directly across from 
the Guard House. Used for recreational as well as ceremonial purposes, the Fort Miles Parade Ground 
continues to serve the state park in a similar manner. (C) 

Primers and Fuses Building (S-6048). Located near the incinerator, north of Stump Road, the Primers 
and Fuses Building held components for the various ordnance used at Fort Miles. The building is no longer 

2 Report of Completed Works. 
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This ki ~e consists ot: the remains of the founda tion of the I 
1824 Henlopen Beacon and associated outbuildings. It vas exposed 
during a March storm in 1984, but has been covered again by the 
beach. It is unlikely that undisturbed deposits exist around I 
these foundations. 

I
5-6048 

Condition: Cantonment structures largely in good condition;
 
Dunkers overgrown, but othervlse appear to be unaltered
 I 

Management Priority: II I 
This CRS number refers to the remaining structures asso

ciated with Fort Miles and to the site of the National Quarantine 
Station. No structures associated with the Quarantine Station Iremain standing, and it 1s possible that the construction of a 
large bunker destroyed much of the archaeological potential of 
this site. Although most of the structures associated with World 
War II activities at Fort Miles have been abandoned by the mili 
tary, a number of these features are to be' found within Cape 
Henlopen State Park. Many of the frame structures within the old 
cantonment are still standing, and are used as a resident youth 
camp during the summer. A number of bunkers or casemates are 
still in evidence. They range from the smaller ammunition 
bunkers located south of the present campground to the large 
personnel bunkers located .along the shoreline. Although these 

\. •features are not presently eligible for listing in the National 
Register of Historic Places because they are not yet 50 years 
old, they will become eligible Within the next ten years. • 
5-6049 I 
Condition: Structurally sound, but interior iron stairs 

deteriorated I 
Management Priority: II 

This CRS number refers to the eleven fire control towers I 
presently standing along the Delaware coast from Cape Henlopen to 
just south of Bethany Beach. They were constructed during World 
War II and used to sight, triangulate, and train guns on enemy Ivessels in Delaware Bay. Although instruments and other hardware 
have been stripped from the interiors, end the iron stairs are in 
poor condition, the poured concrete towers themselves are struc
turally sound and, with one exception, look much as they did when I 
they were in active service. Tower #5, located on the Cape 
itself, is currently used for marine navigation. Each tower has 
been assigned a sub-number which reflects as closely as possible I 
the official designation of the tower. ThUS, Tower #33 (South) 
is designated CRS No. 6049.38. 

I 
70 I 
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Environmental Resources Branch 

Mr. Donald L. KJima 
Eastern Office ofProject Review 
Advisory Council on Historic Preservation 
The Old Post Office Building 
1100 Permsylvania Avenue, NW #809 
Washington, District of Columbia 20004 

Dear Mr. Klima: 

This letter is in regard to a proposal by the u.s. Army Corps ofEngineers, Philadelphia 
District, to conduct temporary repairs to the ~orth Jetty. Indian River Inlet, Sussex County, 
Delaware. 

The north jetty at the Indian River Inlet was completed in 1939 as part ofthe Indian River 
Inlet and Bay project. This stone jetty could be potentially eligible for listing in the National 
Regis~er ofHistoric Places for its association with the intra-coastal waterway system. Howev~r, 

a National Register evaluation of the structure was not conducted due to the short time frame 
established for this repair project. Project documentation was submitted to the Delaware Historic 
Preservation Office (DE SHPO) for review on May 4, 1998 (see Enclosure 1). Upon the review 
of this documentation, the DE SHPO requested additional infonnation in an e-mail dated May 
13, 1998 (Enclosure 2). Additional information was provided to the DE SHPO in a letter dated 
March 22, 1999 (Enclosure 3) and in an e-mail dated May 5, 1999 (Enclosure 4). The DE SHPO 
concurred with the District's "No Adverse Effect" finding in a letter dated May 14, 1999 
(Enclosure 5). 

Please review the enclosed correspondence and provide this office with your opinion 
regarding our "No Adverse Effect" finding. Should you have any questions regarding this matter, 
please contact Mr. Mchael Swanda, Environmental Resources Branch, at (215)656-6556 or by 
writing to the above address. 

Sincerely, 

;M,J--L9I~ 
r Robert L. Callegari 

Chief, Planning Division 

Enclosures 

:'.:., ,'00:'." 



-2

Copies Furnished: 

DE SHPO, Gary Sachau 
DE SHPO, Faye Stocum 
ACHP, Charlene Dwin Vaughn 
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Environmental Resources Branch 

Ms. Faye L. stocum 
Environmental Review Coordinator 
Bureau of Archaeology and Historic Preservation 
Division of Historical and Cultural Affairs 
#15 The Green, P.O. Box 1401 
Dover, Delaware 19901 

Dear Ms. stocum: 

The U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, Philadelphia District, is 
planning a project to repair the north jetty at the Indian River 
Inlet, Sussex County, Delaware. The north jetty is part of the 
existing Indian River Inlet and Bay project, which was initially 
authorized by the Rivers and Harbors Act of August 26, 1937. The 
authorization included fixation of the inlet by construction of 
parallel jetties 500 feet apart and the dredging of a channel 
from the inlet to Millsboro, Delaware. Construction of the 
jetties was completed in 1939 and the entire project was finished 
by 1951. Rehabilitation of the north and south jetties occurred 
in 1956 and again in 1969. since that time, approximately 300 
feet of the north jetty has disappeared due to wave action. 

Severe wave impact and irregular settling at the site have 
caused large gaps to form between the cap stones of the north 
jetty.' Ocean waves striking the jetty have continued to shift 
and separate the large stones. This situation has created a very 
serious safety hazard for people who use the jetty for recreation 
and fishing. The State of Delaware has asked the District to 
immediately address this dangerous situation. 

The District proposes to stabilize the existing structure 
and to ensure safe and easy access to the jetty by placing grout 
filled geotextile tubes into selected voids between the cap 
stones of the north jetty. The geotextile tubes are black in 
color and will be placed so they do not protrude above the top of 
the cap stones. 

As stated above, the north jetty was completed in 1939 as 
part of the larger Indian River Inlet and Bay Project. The 
navigation project could possibly be eligible for listing in the 
National Register of Historic Places for its association with the 
intra-coastal wat·erway system. A National Register evaluation 
has not been completed due to the short time frame established to 
remedy this very dangerous situation. The District plans to 
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start construction by the middle of June, 1998. However, it is 
the Corps' opinion that the proposed placement of grout filled 
geotubes in selected voids between and below stone tops will not 
significantly impact the visual integrity of the north jetty. 
Please review the enclosed information and provide this office 
with your comments regarding our "no adverse effect" finding by 
May 15, 1998. If you have any questions regarding this project, 
please contact Michael Swanda of the Environmental Resources 
Branch at (215) 656-6556. 

Sincerely, 

Robert L. Callegari 
Chief, Planning Division 

Enclosures 

;.' .. 

-_.. -_.- - -----"'---
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INDIAN RIVER INLET 
f PROJECT DESCRlPTION ATTACHMENT A 

The north jetty located at the Indian River Inlet, Sussex County, Delaware is in need of 
repair. Due to the age of the structure and the irregular settling at the site, large gaps 
have evolved between the cap stones. These large gaps are a hazard to the public and 
specifically anglers using the jetty. The U.S. Army Corps of Engineers proposes to fill in 
the gaps between the cap stones using grout filled geotextiJe bags. Work on the jetty will 
last for approximately one week. Upon competition, the gaps in the jetty will be filled, 
leaving the jetty safer and more readily assessable. 
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