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NEWS RELEASE

Delaware Department of Transportation
Office of External Affairs

P.0O. Box 778; Dover, DE 19903
1-800-652-5600 or (302) 760-2080
www.deldot.net

September 20, 1999 For Immediate
Release

ARCHAEOLOGICAL DISCOVERY
OF LOG CABIN AT TWEEDS TAVERN SITE

Tweeds Tavern Archaeological and Log Cabin Site

Hockession — The Delaware Department of Transportation announces a significant archaeological
discovery of a 1700°s era log cabin within the former Gutherie-Giacomelli House. The log cabin was
discovered as part of the Route 7 dualization project and the Valley Road/Route 7 intersection improvements
that have recently started in the Hockession arca.

Known locally as the “Tweeds Tavern”, the site is located at the north west corner of the intersection of
Valley Road and State Route 7/Limestone Road. The site was recently discovered when DelDOT was granted
access and ownership to the property for evaluation prior to the road improvement project.

An archaeological consulting firm, Hunter Research, Inc. of Trenton NJ, was hired to verify the
presence of the log cabin as well as exterior subsurface archaeology needs. Interior walls and plaster within
the center portion of the house were selectively removed. Discovered within the horse hair and plaster walls
were supporting posts and beams of a log cabin. From what can be determined, the log cabin is a two story
structure with a rubble stone cellar area, that was buwlt around 1790. As it stands relatively intact, further
archaeological work and recordation of the log cabin structure and surrounding area is ongoing.

In addition, as part of DelDOT's federal regulations under historic preservation and transportation
funding requirements, the Department is investigating the structural viability of the historic structure. A
structural engineering analysis will be undertaken to determine if the structure can be moved, and at what cost.
The current transportation improvements planned for the area require that the log cabin be moved, removed, or
relocated, as a whole or in pieces t0 a nearby location. Sections or pieces could also be salvaged, sold,
auctioned, or donated.

As part of this project’s archaeological outreach, DelDOT welcomes the public to visit the site and take
a guided look at the Tweeds Tavern. Archaeologists and architectural bistorians have prepared and secured the
site so that the public may stop by, ask questions, and learn about the early part of northem Delaware's history.

An open house will be held for the public on October 2, 1999, from 8 am to Spm.
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September 27, 1999

John H. Schields, Jr.
MacDermid Imaging Tech
| Norman Drive
Wilmington, DE 19808

Re: Tweed’s Tavern, 520 Valley Road, Hockessin (Intersection of Route 7 and Valley Road)

Dear Mr. Schields:

I am writing to you in your capacity as a member of the Newcastle County Review Board to
invite you to visit the combined archaeological and architectural investigations we have been
undertaking on the Tavern Site. You will recall that this has been the subject of discussion at
the Review Board on a number of occasions.

Hunter Research Inc. is carrying out the investigations on behalf of the Delaware Department
of Transportation with a view to establishing in what manner the log building may be
preserved. We have undertaken extensive documentation and exposure of the log building and
associated archaeological deposits in the last few weeks.

On Saturday October 2" we are holding an Open Day at the site so that the public can visit

and see the results. This would be a good opportunity for you to inspect the work, but if
another time would be more convenient please contact me so that we can make arrangements.

Yours sincerely,
[an Burrow

Vice President

cC Kevin Cunningham DelDOT Planning
Richard Hunter

WHunter Nall\Steele\99037 Review Board Lelter.wpd







DelDOT en gineers discover 200-year-old log home
at site of road-widening project
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Figure A.1. Open day interprative sign.
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HUNTER RESEARCH, INC.

Plate A.1. Visitors lined up for open day (Photographer: Vivian Braubitz, October
1999)[HRI Neg. # 99037/19:29)
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THE ARCHAEOLOGY, HISTORY AND ARCHITECTURE OF JOHN TWEED’S LOG TAVERN

Plate A.2. Screening at open day (Photographer: Vivian Braubitz, October 1999)[HRI
Neg. #99037/19:33].
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HUNTER RESEARCH, INC.

Plate A.3. Children's activities table at Open Day (Photographer: Vivian Braubitz,
October 1999)[HRI Neg. #99037/19:31].
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THE ARCHAEOLOGY, HISTORY AND ARCHITECTURE OF JOHN TWEED’S LOG TAVERN

Plate A.4. Artifact display at Open Day (Photographer:
Vivian Braubitz, October 1999)[HRI Neg. #99037/19:35].
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Page 1 of 2

lan Burrow
Y e
From: <lanbhome@aol.cofn>"
To: <burrow@hunterresearch.com>
Cc: <rwhunter@castle.net>; <eheite@dmv.com>
Sent: Sunday, October 03, 1999 4:55 PM

Subject: Open Day at Tweeds Tavemn, October 2nd 1999

To Kevin Cunningham and Mike Hahn, DelDOT

| wanted to report to you that the Open Day at Tweed's Tavern on Saturday was
a success well beyond our expectations. We estimate that at least 500 people
visited the site. The first visitors arrived before 10 am and there was still

a long line of people waiting to get into the tavern at 4 p.m.

Excellent coverage in the Home Journal and on Channel 6 Action News at 5:30
on Friday obviously had a major effect in getting the word out, and the
DelDOT press release did its job well.

Visitors came in alongside the excavations at the rear of the house and were
introduced to the archaeological aspects of the project there. Children were
encouraged to help screen for artifacts in the soils from the early 19th
century trash deposit which was under excavation. This was very popular!

Inside the tavern handouts on the project were available (until we ran out of
them in the mid-afternoon). Artifacts were on display, together with some of
our archaeological graphics. Hard-hatted groups of 12-15 people were taken
through the tavern by Damon Tvarayanas and myself, and this actually resulted
in some new observations which will be helpful in the analysis.

We had many takers among the younger children for building with Lincoln Logs,
mending ceramics and drawing and coloring activities. All our cookies and
sodas were consumed.

We were also really pleased to meet several members of the Neiffer and
Giacomelli families who lived in the house from the 1930's to the late

1980's: Eimer and Jackie Neiffer, who moved in to the house in about 1935,
gave us lots of information about the building and the property before World
War Il. Their daughter Joan showed us interior and exterior photographs from
the 1930's-1950's, and is going to scan these and send them to us. Elmer and
Jackie's neice Norma Giacomelli also gave us a lot of information.

We also met a local artist, Kathy Ruck, who wants to do a reconstruction view

of the tavern, and Anne Copley, who lives in a NR log house on Yeatman Mill
Road in Newark. We also learned of an Amish group based in Elizabethtown Pa
who specialize in dismantling and re-erecting timber buildings.

Professional visitors included Wade Catts, Barb Silber (McCormick Taylor) and
John (and Debbie) Martin (Gannett Fleming).

1/30/2001




THE ARCHAEOLOGY, HISTORY AND ARCHITECTURE OF JOHN TWEED'S LOG TAVERN

Plate A.5. Exterior view of Tweed's Tavern looking east (Photographer: Susan
Ferenbach, January 2000)[HRI Neg. #99037/40:15).
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DELAWARE DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION

I ARCHAEOLOGICAL AND ARCHITECTURAL

2| "7 |4 INVESTIGATIONS AT TWEED'S TAVERN, ROUTE 7 AND
i| 7 VALLEY ROAD, NEWCASTLE COUNTY, DELAWARE

| i

5 .'!'s\\fjlﬁ?j’/—j INFORMATION SHEET #2

What's Going On Here?

This is the second information sheet on this ongoing project. A team of archaeologists,
architectural historians, architects and engineers are exploring a recently-discovered old log
building believed to be approximately 200 years old. Enveloped within more modern additions,
the house, historically known as Tweed’s Tavern, was probably constructed in the years
around 1800. Throughout much of the 19" century, the tavern served travelers (probably
chiefly drovers) making their way along the well-traveled Limestone Road from Pennsylvania
towards the Delaware River and Wilmington. This is such a historically important building that
the Delaware Department of Transportation is exploring the possibility of moving the building to
another site.

Something About Log Buildings

There was a strong tradition of log building in Colonial and early 19"-century America. The
“log cabin” summons up ideas of early pioneers making homesteads in the wilderness, and of
course frontiersman Abraham Lincoln was born and raised in log cabins Kentucky and lllinois.

The tradition of log building appears to have been brought into the Middle Colonies of New
Jersey, Pennsylvania, Maryland and Delaware by immigrants from the Germanic parts of
Europe (what are now Germany and the Scandinavian countries). It was a different tradition
from that brought by English settlers, who built houses using open frameworks of hewn
timbers.

The log building tradition was, however, very useful in the New World, where timber was
plentiful and log building was a simpler and quicker way to make a comfortable house. So it
was soon adopted by people not of Germanic heritage.

Architectural historians make a distinction between log cabins and log houses. In log cabins
the timbers are left round and jointed at the corner by “saddle” notches. Log houses are made
of square-hewn timbers which are carefully jointed together at the corners with a range of joint
types. These are shown on the illustration. Tweed's Tavern is a log house, with v-notched
corner joints.

As you go around the building you will see how the timbers have been squared and the corner

joints made. Gaps between the horizontal timbers are filled with “chinking” or stones and
mortar.

v Hunmter Research [ne, 19991 1999 99137 Tweeds Remediation'99037 Tueeds Remediation Info sheet #2.wpd




Within the building, much of the modern interior finish has been removed to expose large
sections of each of the original log walls. This work has revealed the locations of the original
door and window locations and has shown that it is likely that the height of the building has
been increased from a one and a half-story structure to a full two-story building. Architects
are preparing accurate floor plans of the tavern showing the location of significant early
building components. The building is also being throughly photographed, utilizing a large
format camera in order to provide a permanent record of the structure. Structural engineers
are currently in the process of assessing the feasibility of either moving the building intact or
dissembling the historic components of the tavern and reconstructing them at another location.

Archaeology Update

Simultaneously with the work on the interior of the building, archaeologists are investigating
remains initially thought to be the foundations of one of several now-demolished outbuildings.
These stone remains have now been further exposed and much to our surprise they turned out
to be part of a complex stone drainage system. The drain probably originates from the rear of
the room attached to the west side of the tavern, and seems to have originally been built in
about 1850 primarily to carry water from a nearby spring which would naturally have drained
towards the tavern. The drain runs perpendicular to the building draining into a natural basin
about 25 feet across, close to the head of an un-named stream immediately west of the

tavern. This ancient basin was frequented by Native Americans, as is shown by our discovery
of several projectile points (arrow or spearheads) in this part of the site.

Before the drain was constructed, this basin appears to have been used as a trash disposal
area for the tavern, and soils from the surrounding area were probably washing into it
continuously. Historical records do refer to this area as "Mudford” in the 19" century, but
whether this referred to the character of the place or is just a family name is not certain at
present.

At some point after the construction of the drain it was decided to seal off the basin with a thick
deposit of clay. The drain was still needed and a new section was built, diverting water further
to the west. Large holes for posts were dug in this area after the drain was diverted. Their
purpose is not certain, but they may have been intended to fence off the still muddy area.

What's Next?

u We will soon be completing work both inside and outside the building and then
decisions will be made on the future of the building.
u For more information call lan Burrow at Hunter Research, Inc. 609-695-0122 or Kevin

Cunningham at the Delaware Department of Transportation 302-760-2125

Jamuary 11, 2000 o 3T T znls Ramadianon 99037 Tweeds Remadubon Info sheet #22.upd
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Group wants to save historic Tweeds Tavern

“Log structure dates
back to 1790s

By MARY SKAZAT HUTCHINS

Spaceal 10 The News Journal

HOCKESSIN -— Fur more than
200 years, Tweeds Tavern has sat at
the intersection of Limestone and
Valley roa

ne. Il & group of Hockessin resi-
dents have their way, that is just
where 1t will atuy.

The historic, two-story log struc-
ture needs Lo be moved to make way
for the Limestone Road widening
project, but members of the Friends
of Tweeds 'i':mrn want it relocuted
only about 1,000 yards from where it
now sita. The Friends unit is a focus
RrOup under the Greater Hockessin
Area Development Association, bet-
ter known as GHADA,

“Thus i o jewel for the Hockessin
cummunity, and we are interested
in kecping it cluse to its oniyinal
aite and re-creating whut it louked
Tike in the 18008, In addition, it
would help to create some green
space lung Limestone Road,” said
Supun Siemionko, a resident of
Hampton Pownte who is leading the
fight to preserve the tavern.

State Sen, Linne M. Sorenson, R-
Huckessin, has juined the fight to
suve the tavern. She said it shuuld
he restored becnuse 1t s o real piece
af the Huckessin wpirit. “The ideal
woulid be to have | |
Atay s present locat and we

ownr 5% acres adjacent Lo the site
Hiemionko sad 'Z!ecwin 15 witling
to wwap his property with state-
UWTI roperty.

Zeccola s land “would be perfect

f’nr \grl\nl we have planned.”

arw working very hard to make that
happen,” she sanl.
he Fricnds committee would
Like to sce the Lavern restored wnd
ured as a public informution and
Sistorical center Also, several out
buildinga vould be built that would
resemble the sepurate kitchen,
blacksmith vhed and stable that
were part of the tavern settiement.
The ndided buildings would serve as
a public restroom and amall mu-
seum that canld house artifacts
that have been uncovered on the
site. They would also like Lo see a
small park at the center.
The log tavern is encased in &
stuceo bullding that has had sev-
eral additions. The tavern struc-

ture & about 1,000 square feet and
i built nf local hi logs in
the Swedish tradition of cabin con-

struction, said Siemionko,

She has been meeting with
Sorenson and members of the state
and county historical preservation

“doards to develop a plan to restore
the tavern. Developer Mike Zec-
culs, who owned the site of the tav-
ern before selling it to the state De-
partment of Transportation, atill

ke said. He has also of-
fered to help uulh hutlding a foun-
intion, she said
DelDOT. which bought the
building and the laod it its on as
K::‘ of the road-widening project,
to find n home for the building
by-luuuau&lemadpm]actmnol

duInr

t 18 a big, g challenge for us
and the county to «ce what we can
do Lo get | Tweeds Tavern| relocated
without delaying the road improve-
ment project.” anid NelNOT plan.
ner Mike Hahn.

He said in addition o GHADA
wanting to preserving the tavern,
Huockessin resident Jobn McGrel-
lis would also like to move it w his
property on Valley Houd and re-
sture it for his personal use.

Hahn is writing a marketing
plan for the tavern that will in-
clude financial and time commit-
ments thal would be required of
whomever takes ownership of the
structure. He said De s furst
preference wauld be to see the tav.
ern in the hands of a government
agency. qf_cond u:\l'ul st wou]d be
n t

by n private citizen. A last resort

would be o demolish the building
and sslvoge the histonically sigmifi-
cant parts, said Hahn

“It’s not iike we want Lo have
bullduzers there, but we can't delay
the ruad improvement pmject,” he
sail

(iHADA 18 not o nunprofit or-

anization, blemlunko said, but

tends could be urgunized under
another nonprofit mm.x in order
to wecure the tavern. After last
woek’s (GHADA meeting, Delaware
(irevnwoy representatives olfered
thewr nomproht organization as an
“umbrella” for Frienda,

Hockessin historian .Joe Lake
Jr. grve n hrefl history of the av
ern ut that mevting. He said uid-
timers in Hockessin bnew the los

The Mares Jurs BFLAN BRANCH-PAICE
Hockessin community lesder Joe Lake Jr. and Susan Slemionko are working to preserve Tweeds Tavem.

structure under the staveo build
ing was historically important tu
the twn.

The building wus probubly not
intended to be used as a tavern,
l.ake anid, but it was not unusual
fur fnrmers to upen thoir homes
und create 4 place for travelers Lo
ent and sleep in the carly 1800w,

He said there was probably a
Mow of Conestogn wagons un Lime-
stone Road carrying grain frum
Pennsylvania to the port in Wilm-
ington. “Theae truvelers needed a
plnce to eat and sleep s taverns
would develop nlong the way. The
tavern wua probubly extremely suc-
cemaful in the 18208 It wus vne of

six in Hockesain,” he snd,

The histury of the tavern beyan
in 1796 when John Crow leased 10
acres from Stephen Foulk at what
now 18 the Valley Road, Del 7 inter-
sevtion o build s structure to serve
famers brinyiny produce und other
merchandise from Lancaster, Pa..
to New Cantle and Wilmington
Crow built the two-story Ing house.
which he comverted inlo u tavern.
By 1801 Foulk suld the property Lo
Jumes Harvey, who sold it a year
luter to JOhn Tweed. Therealter, it
was known as Tweeds Tavern.

Because the structure is fragile.
it 18 important that the tavern not
be maved far, Lake said, And since

k n hos no he
Mmjd like the Livern site to house
some of the artifacte

“It eould be n great place .. it
would lock nice as vou vome inte
the valley. It would be 2 welcoming
place for people.” snid Luke

If it is not possible to strike a
deal between Zeccola and the stuts,
there are uther ulternative sites for
the tavern, sud GHADA Prisident
Ken Murphy. One pussibility is
county-owned land un Valley Road
between the Hockessin library and
the New Castle County Cummu:
nity Polieing Office.

Regundless of whire the tavern
w refocuted, money will need Lo he
Tuiwied b help fund the restortion
The Friunds committes s ready 1o
apply for fudorn] und state prants to
hely pay for the bulk of the restorn-
tiva but local fuundativas and
muembers of the community will be
culled upon to dutuile muney to the
pruject.

Sorenson =aul rusing money fur
the project would be i nuce way fur
the Hockessin community 1o come
together.

But raming money s not the pri-
mary roncern of Lake and
Siemunko.

“The problem s gelting the

land.” suid Lake




RICHARD L. ABBOTT, ESQ.
COUNCILMAN THIRD DISTRICT
Chairman - Special Services Committee
Member: Administration

Emergency Services
Land Use COUNCIL

Dr. lan Burrow

Mr. Damon Tavaryanas
Hunter Research, Inc.
120 West State Street
Trenton, NJ 08608-1185

Dear Dr. Burrow & Mr. Tavaryanas:

LOUIS L. REDDING CITY COUNTY BUILDING
800 N. French Street
P.O. Box 8811
Wilmington, Delaware 19899
Office: (302) 571-7534
Fax: (302) 571-7364
Home: (302) 655-9550

May 18, 2000
m

‘iI g

I am writing to Congratulate you on your award from the New Castle County Historic
Review Board for conducting an excellent public education program on the arcl’laeological
investigations on the site of Tweed's Tavern in Hockessin. I know that some of my
constituents felt very strongly about saving the Tavern, and with your help, the Tavern
was saved and will be used for the public to enjoy for years to come.

Thank you and again, Congratu.lations!

Very Tglly Yours,

((./L{ {\
Richard L. Abbott

County Councilman
Third District
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Tweed’s Tavern needs an ownér -

applied to acquire

No one has

200-year-old travelers’ lodge

By ao-u m
Baar Buresu reporier

The Depurtment of Trans-
portation hus committed to
moviog the historical
Tweed's Tavern in u last-re-

HOCKESSIN 77”5
——

find 1t un

owner.
9 Tht-lmr:'odmr hml 'r.
as only to apply for
ownershup of 3‘ former truv-
ulers’ lodge, which dates from

1796,

“The dendline for applica-

tions 18 March 20." DelDOTs
historic specialist, Michael
Hahn, ssid. None has been

-uhm
with a log-cabin
lL: moved from the
cumur of Valley Road and
Del. 7 because it sits in the
vy of Del. 7 road improve-
ments.
If no one submits an s.:-

npuhteumrwnm ;
will use u last-resort plan to
find an owner who can man-

age and restore it

INFORMATION

Individugis or groups seri-

DOT's Michael Hahn in
Dower at 780-2131.

T‘hnplmhumnlpm-

hl.l?d;mg could move the
ut its OoWn expanse,
u‘hm-mdu $45.000.

B DelDOT could put the
building on adjoining state-
owned land just north of
where it is now, on & aite not
directly affected by the road-
work.

B The state might offer

Tavern: Preference 1s
a local nonprofit group

FROM PAGE B1

“Even at that point.” Hahn lnter
muid, "wo hoped to move it By law,
the permits allow moving or raz-
ing

The hoard can delay such per-
mits up to nine months an old
huildings, but released Tweed's
permit for moving only.

“ woul}l like to thank the dl.,&
partment for stepping up to the
plate on this one” g:ol.rd E
John H Shields Jr. sauid.

Transportation Secretary Anne
P. Cunby recently smd DelDOT
would follow its hyerarchy of pref.
vrences for 4 new "W owner.

First preference i a local non-

rofit group. Last ure people or

AiNeAsES w!\m the buiiding
for private

UelDO |1ac| advertised

Tweed's in Histonie Proservation
muguzine. The national ad
rompted calls from all over the
‘st and s far as Michigan

The Friends of Tweed's Tavern,
formed by the Greater Hockessin
Area Development Association,

hed to save Tweed's and voiced
interest in ownership. e from
Hockessin and Chester County,
Pa., also 1

1o 1796, entrepreneur John
Crow built its o core us
a travelers’ lodge. Most guests
were farmers hauling produce by

wagon from the Lancaster, Pa.. re-
on to Wilmington's port. John
weed hought the lodge 1n 1802

With atables, a hlatksrmth and
other services, business bustled for
maost of the 18008, according to
historical uccounts

Later, Tweed's was used us a
home. It stood vacunt for about 16
yoars. About two years ago, Del-
DOT bought the site for its road-
work job.

®Reach robin brown al 838-3189 or
rorowm @ wilmingLgannetLoom

about an acre of land with
the structure.

B The buildiag could be
wold for $1.

I any case, the new owner
-cmlr,l pay for mgmhundman.
site-preparation socUrity
nihr the building move.

bd e gintivard

Reationa county's His-
tonc Review Board. Farlier,
DelDOT's final o were
ml'l.ttﬂt or offaring s for

Bourd members, ap-
pointed te advocate for

N -

today

Tha Morsay irusresr@LIBAN | GRED

Twetd's Tevern, on the comer of Valley Rosd and Del. 7 In
¥ m“hMU“m!mw lodge |
The hows Jourmi 1 the way of rosd improvements on Del. 7.



http:1711..........�

Hard work reaps rewards
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Preservation advocates honored by the Historic Review Board of New Castle County

By ROBIN BROWNM
Bear Bureau raporter

On the eve of today's Day
in Old New Castle, preserva-
tion advocates honored the
city for renovating a former
trolley barn to house its main-
tenance operation.

Reuse of the 1890s build-
ing, once the Witco chemical
plant, Friday won one of 12
prestigious awards from the
Historic Review Board of
New Castle County.

The project was completed
with the help of city adminis-
trator Bob Martin.

“All the credit goes to Bob,”
City Council President
William Blest said

The awards presented at
historic Greenbank Mill re-
flect a wide range of projects.

Prominent preservation-
ists Sidney S. Craven and Ba-
yard Marin won awards for
decades of work, from preser-
vation efforts to organizing
citizen groups.

“Preservation is about
quality of life,” Marin said.
“We need to help more devel-
opers understand that it
makes good financial sense.”

A bridge, a community
hall, a gas station, a church, a
theater, a teacher's lesson
plan received recognition.

A developer’s attorney and
a pair of Delawareans dedi-
cated to the preservation
movement were among the
honorees.

i “We celebrate your dedica-
tion and success,” sald John
H. Shields Jr., board chair-
man appointed to act in the
public interest in preserva-
tion issues.

An emotional favorite in
the winners' circle: Joe and
Tony's Gulf Service on
Philadelphia Pike in Clay-
mont.

"We are delighted to recog-
nize this superb example of
commercial archaeology.”
presenter Frank McKelvey

d.* ... Improvements over
the years have always been

made with the preservation of
the original character of the
building uppermost.”

Michael DeConstanza, who
owns and runs the station
with his brother John and
wife, Shirley, said Gulf Co.
just notified them that the sta-
tion is the nation’s longest
continually operating Gulf
station.

“That building’s been good
to us,” he said. “We think we
owe It something.”

Other honorees:

¥ Colonial School District
teacher Terri Hanson, who re-
ceived her award for a lesson
plan about the county-owned
Bechtel House, developed
when she was a student
teacher at Talley Middle
School.

Classes included architec-
ture, construction, research,
analysis and study of the
house and site.

B Attorney Daniel P John-
son, who honored for his work
representing Pulte Homes. He

worked for months with the
developer and the Historic Re-
view Board to spare the
Whiteman House In Pike
Creek. He also was honored
for crafting voluntary preser-
vation restrictions on the
land's deed, which now are
used as a model.

M Dawn, Thomas and
Edith Lamb, who were hon-
ored for saving Overlook
Colony's 1920s school and
civic hall on Commonwealth
Avenue in Claymont. It now
houses flve apartments and
three shops. including Dawn
Lamb’s “Lamb’s Loft” resale
store.

W Nonprofit Associated
Community Talents Inc. was
honored. The nonprofit
bought Middletown's Everett
Theater and has been restor-
ing it. The award acknowl-
edged “the work of all who
have contributed to this im-
portant project.”

B Hunter Research [nc.
won for archaeological work

Sldney S.
Craven, one of
the advocates
who received a
preservation
award from the

at Tweed's Tavern near
Hockessin. The group spared
the 1700s log tavern from raz-

B University of Delaware
won for renovating and
reusing the 1843 Saint
Thomas Episcopal Church as
a concert and lecture hall.

B The Delaware Depart-
ment of Transportation and
individuals were honored for
restoring Wilmington’s Van
Buren Street Bridge. DelDOT
was praised for listening to
those who pressed for its
restoration, not replacement.

B The Wilmington Water-
front Corp. was honored for
preserving old Dravo Ship-
yard cranes.

McKelvey called the cranes

“gangly, rusting giants [that]
were compelling reminders of
the men and women of Dravo
who fought Worid War II from
Wilmington's waterfront.™
Pfzach robin brows at 538-3198 o
rhrowsSwilmingt.ganastt. com
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Wheels of progress rescue historic bulldmg

Bewr dureau repotin

Bugs «wirled in massive
spotlighis as & hauling crew
maved the historic Tweed's
Tavern up Limestone Road in
Horkeasin o sufety hefore
d: wn Qunrh\

|
]| e

seetng histery
tht in frent of 2our
i T rleen Wellman of
in “It's wanderful
e g in

Th» bul‘ ting hag to be

Soamat moved from i slte of more

than 200 years at Limestone
and Valley mads 1w make way
for Improvements to the bisy
intersection F
Preservation Delaw:av Inc
and the newly
Hockessin Historicas
plan to vetare: the b
the new e acre site
Widlmag, and her hushand.
Bucky. joined a small crowd
that wilched Advanced House
Maovers of Moum Helly. NJ.
isineuver the building up on
beams and whecls 10 it~ new
lot — just ane-[ftHFof a niile

rnrmerl
he satd.

veern

noith of its ariginal site.
Frank Orsini of Odessa
brought his sons Nick, 14, and
mbkie, 11. to watch the move
evcn if 11 was past bedtime.
“You don't see this every day,”

DelDOT's Michael Hahn,
whe has been involved in try-
1o find 2 new owner for the
sald the bullding and
ams — weighing a total of
41 tons - will sit at the new
ne until foundation work 1%
-ompleted by the new owners.

"That was vers smooth™

NEWS TLUNAL it TN 6/':*(/01;

Hahn told Charlie Mullen Sr.
of the moving crew.

“Two hours and six min-
utes,” Mullen said at 4:06 am.
“Not bad.”

The nonprofit groups ex-
pect the restoration to
years. Tax-deductible dona-
tions, marked for Tweed's Tav-
ern, may be sent to Preserva-
tion Delaware, 1406 Greenhill
Ave.. Wilmington, DE 19806,

»Resch rsbis brows ot 533-1108 ¢ Tweed's Tavern was buill st Limestone and

Vafley roads in Hockessin in 1796. ¢
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THE ARCHAEOLOGY, HISTORY AND ARCHITECTURE OF JOHN TWEED’S LOG TAVERN

Plate A.6. Foundation after tavern removed (Photographer: Michael Murphy, June
2000)[HRI Neg. #0006/3:8).
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HUNTER RESEARCH, INC.

Plate A.7. Tavern on blocks (Photographer: Michael Murphy, June 2000)[HRI Neg.
#0006/3:17).
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THE ARCHAEOLOGY, HISTORY AND ARCHITECTURE OF JOHN TWEED'’S LOG TAVERN

2 3

Plate A.8. Tavern at new location on Limestone Road (Photographer: Michael Murphy,
June 2000)[HRI Neg. #0006/4:23).
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Latest finds renew
hope that more
historic items will
be uncovered_

By ROBIN mm
Bear Bureau reporter

Archaeologists dug
around a hole in the ground
where Tweed’s Tavern stood for
two centuries.

Movers hauled the 200-year-
old tavern Sunday from Lime-
stone and Valley roads to a
nearby lot because it was in the
path of roadwork.

see if there is any more infor-
mation we can get out of the

tion, according to Bill
state construction supervisor
on the Del. 7 project. The stone
wﬂlbetakentothenewsite

stone, perhaps in walls at the
new site.

The state authorized addi-
tional digging this week after
Sunday s predawn building

a few more arti-
fam, including two bottles and
a horseshoe.

DelDOT’s Michael Hahn said
those finds hinted that more

WEDNESDAY, JUNE 28, 2000
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Hunter Research inc.

>/ Treasure hunt heats up at tavern site

: mn—m
Vivian Braubitz (left) of Bucks County, mmmm

archasologists
of Philadeiphia, dig Tuesday st Limestone and Valley roads, former site of Tweed's Tavern.

vania to the Delaware and
Christina rivers to be sold or
shipped.

Later owners who used the
building as a home added to the
house and coated it with stucco.

The first floor of the log:
modified

structure was heavily
during the a%d(itions. “It has
been pretty much chopped up,”
Hahn said, adding that the sec-
ond floor of the log section is in
good condition.

The historic preservation
groups that are working on the
project with the Delaware State
Historic Preservation Office,
Sen. Liane M. Sorenson and
Rep. Joaeph E. Mjm, still must
is tmnsferred totheir owner-
ship. The price of the new site
will be set after an appraisal

The state got nearly three
dozen inquiries from potential
new owners for the building. Ap-
plicants, including some re-

to national

sponding
advertising of the building’s
availability, wanted to use
Tweed'’s as an office, restaurant
and salvage source.

Preservation activists, in-
cluding members of the His-
toric Review Board of New Cas-
tle County, have praised how
DelDOT handled the building,
once its extensive history was
researched. In addition to pro-
top priority on finding a non-
profit group to reuse Tweed’s
Tavern in the public interest
and paid for the Inn’s move.

The restoration is expected
to take about two years and a
major fund-raising campaign.

The highway improvements

will be completed in early 2002

Archaeologists found his-
toric pickings slim Monday
compared with éarlier finds
such as a two-prong fork with a
bane handle, a girl’s dress and a
tin toy teapot. “And there was a
mummified 1;1[; in the wall,”

l_.iezrapdthisisoned‘themias—

pieces.” .
Archaeologist Michael Mur-
phy of Philadelphia said the

HOW TO HELP

Tax-deductible donations for
the Tweed's Tavern restoration
may be sent to Preservation
Delaware Inc., 1405 Greenhill
Ave., Wilmington 13808. Checks
should be made payable to the
project. For more information,
call 651-9617.

MMMMMﬂMMMBMﬁ
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Owners made stout in the tavern’s cellar
in 1790s, preservationists discover

By ROGIN BROWN
Bear Burssu reporter

Developing restoration
plans to make the historic 18th
century Tweed's Tavern a
showplece now Include what
could be the state's first brew-

Experts from Preservation
ressarchers

17908, made stout in thelr cellar
brewery And !t's part of the re-
gion's history they plan to ex-
to the public when the inn
restored as a local heritage
center
“We believe It's one of the
oldest, if not the oldest, brew-
ery In the state,” sald John H.
Shields Jr. of Preservation
and chairman of the

Review Board of New
Castle County. “It maf
De]lwal"'e'n original micro-

Wery

In June, Tweed's, around
which later owners bullt a
more modern house, was

moved a fifth-mile north of its b
and

nriginal site at Limestone
Valley roads, to make way for

HOW TO HELP
lo-

om may be sent to Preservation
Delaware Inc., 1405 GreenhHl
Ao, Wlm 168086, Checks
should be marked for the
Tweed's Tavern project.

§m:l&m formed to help save
Tweed's from the wrecking

ball, are starting grant appiics- €
tlons and fund-ralsing for
restoration, expected to coat
about

$400,000.
The dark, rich stout made in
the tavern’s cellar with local
rain was “a staple of their
g.m."“oehuh}-uuhiumrhn

be Joe Lake said.

will i ure B Syportumitios
ea no

for Colonial-style guzling of
stout. But organizers such
Lake ho'pvim interpreting the

stand
grain farmers

seeing history
as right In front of your ayes,
Efleen

under-
e era and Inn, where Ingit™
'WAEUDS

bunked before thetr next day's
ride to the port at
“It's the Orst you ses

when you come Into

The News Jumad ROSERT CRAXH
MMhmwmmMWMMMMMh”MIMhhﬂMW

Tweed’s may be state’s first brewery

for its sale to Preserva-
Delirware, Hahn sald. 'I‘he

Hahn shepherded an ox-
tended effort to find a new |
owner for the after the

Tav- Historic Review Board of New

very
brought our community to-
gether™
Miro and Sen. Liane M.
R-Hockessin, cham-

Sorenson,
ploned the effort to get a state
:m Century Fund matching
grant of $68,000.
Costs already are higher

The land ralsed at toes,
$30,000, sald Hahn of _ I the diet was bad, the bed-
the Department of Transports- dh!c"uoomnﬂa
thon “They squeezed in

A crowd waiched the bunks ss possible,” Lake nl]ﬁt
predawn move in when otlmlin;meen!lylntholnnn
the tavern was hauled a fifth- lone giest room. "Accommods-
mile north to a DelDOT lot of Hons wers far from comfortahle. ™
nearly an acre. Lake said one thing about

“You're Tweed's Tevern remains a mys-

TS

neighbor
“It's wonderful that they're sav-
The new lot has been ap-

Castls County rebuffed a demo-
litton
research at

build thoee as well," Lake said.
The Colonials ate mainly
beel‘, poultry “and anything
could drag In."
stored in the cellar, usually
were ground beets and pota-
Lake sakd.

tery:

“We still don't know why It
has two front doora.”
>Rosch robls brvwn ol 839-3180 o
rarrendtisesroulion. com






