Archaeological Data Re

FINDING AND LEARNING ABOUT

THE SITE

The Weldin Plantation Site, 7NC-B-11, was excavated by the Delaware
Department of Transportation (DelDOT) and the Federal Highway
Administration (FWHA) because part of the site was going to be destroyed
by the construction of the Blue Ball Properties Area Transportation Projec
DelDOT and FHWA hired archaeologists who work for consulting companiel
to excavate the site. The site is located near the Concord Pike (Route ZOh) north
of Wilmington in Brandywine Hundred, New Castle County, Delaware.
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. = Barn ramp for bank barn.
The Weldin Plantation Site was named after Jacob R. Weldin, who bought the P

property and moved there in 1862 with his wife, Hannah, and their children. The earliest records that can be found for the site date to
80years. When they left, the sitewasabandoned. . 1680, although it is unknown if anyone lived there then.
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By 2000, most of theﬁxildings had collapsed or were dismantled, but some = Thesirst mention of a house on the property was 1710, so
weéknow that people were living there by that time. At

Hisfamily lived ther

g around 1920,

been covered
{ with wooden
ffiit siding.
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ered at Weldin Site, /-NC-B11

The first house built at the site would probably have beéh a small, one-and-a-half story log house. A stone ho ﬁfe}'s built sometime
around 1745. It faced east and had a log or frame kitcherf;_dahtion to the north. Around 1840, a large stone additien was added to the
western side of the house - this addition was larger than the origi
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hause. The log/frame kitchen addition was torn
time, and the front of the house became the north side, instead of thFast side. Most of the farm buildings for which w
walls and foundations (the milk house, barn, barnyard, corncrib, and s-d;ﬁp"‘
in 1862.
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1680-1685

Owned by Hans Peterson; unknown if anyone lived here

Owned by Cornelius Empson Family; someone was living

here by 1710 were buil

5-1722 7 y Jacob R. Weldin after he bought t

1722-1745

Owned and occupied by Israel Peterson

edin Al
. The mi

e part of the Weldin Site that wasn’t destroyed through road construction was incl
of Natural Resources and Environmental Control (DNRE

ocus Run State Park, administered
homse has been stabilized and DNREC
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Owned and loccupied by Joseph and Regina. (Peterson)
Mortonson
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Owned by John Dickinson; occupied by various tants interpl;etative signs in the future as part of a walking trail around t

Owned by Dickinson’s daughter and son-in-law, “Albanus and

Monument for Jacob R. Weldin and his wife
and family in the nearby Newark Union
Cemetery. Jacob R. died in 1891.
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¥ ARCHAEOLOGICAL EXCAVATIONS [&
¥4 AND ANALYSIS b

Phgharchiaeological excavations were conducted in three phases. T ffsi'tilf i Ly
phasesinclud teftj.'g acrpss the entire site. The Phase I consisted of 24 round | - 7 | S eet -~

shovel test pits (about 1 foot in diameter) and 31 test units (3 feet x 3 feet). During o .
the Phase II, 170 shovel test pits and 20 test units were excavated. By the time of
the Phase III, the project design had been changed, and only the house was slated
to be destroyed by the project. As a result, the Phase III excavations concentrated
on ghe house and attached kitchen foundations and yard immediately around
the house. This work included the excavation of 89 test units. Subsequent to the

excavation of the test units, a backhoe was used
to remove the topsoil and search for additional
features, such as foundations and pits, that could
be seen in the undisturbed subsoil.

1808-1862

Maria Logan; occupied by various tenants. From 1849-1862, “
John Bradford was the tenant.

Weldin Road

1862-1891

Owned and occupied by Jacob R. Weldin

1891-

Over 65,000 artifacts were found during the
excavations through the process of screening.
This involves placing the excavated soil into a

Owned and occupied by Weldin's descendants

about 1942
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seme times during its history, the site was occupied by the
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1 7 o A RSN G people who owned it, but during other times, the people
X 1y _ J | : IR N | SRRV (B {Vho lived there were tenants who farmed the land in the
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Stone corner of the main house, still standing in 2000.

of the stone WaH% of the farmhouse, r\ Ko
milkhouse, barn, and barnyard were |

still partially standing. There were
also foundations of a corncrib and

some sheds. The ramp leading to the
second story of the bank barn was
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Inadditiontobeingnamei;l% |
Plantation Site, the archaeological §

site also has an official designation

using the Smithsoniwrinomial
Sysj;emmﬂltMNC-B-n. The’
for the St_?_te_of Delaware;.kIC” is for
New Castle County, “B” is the area
within@iNew Ca!e County that the - -
site is located, and “11” means that it is the 11th archaelological 'iite given a designation (% |

] within that area. i p-

Stone walls of the milk house.

Once DelDOT and FHWA realized that the Weldin Site was in t}l‘area of construction
for their project, they hired archaeological cogsultants tolearn more about the history

of the site and to Condutc arc}'aech'logical excgfations. . h-|

The Weldin Site around 1920. The barn
ramp is to the left and is covered with
snow. Behind it is a windmill on top of

a cistern. The cistern is just outside the
barnyard and would have provided water
for the animals. The two-story corncrib is
In the center. To the left are sheds.
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sturdy box with a screen on the bottom. The
screens have Y2 inch openings and the soil is
pushed through them, leaving the artifacts
behind. The artifacts are then picked out of
the screen an
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=8 WHAT DID WE LEARN?
ormation from the research about the history of the site, the archaeological

The.i

ei ions, and the analysis of the artifacts are combined to help us learn about the lives

of thefamilies that lived there.}h were two important research questions for this site:
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oking at the built landscape, layout, and use of space at the'site, we can tell that the

families who lived there were influenced by three factors:

i o ”‘“\ Georgian mindset, progressive farming, and the rise of the dairyin
N industry.
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Historians and archaeologists today use a concept called the
“Georgian mindset” to help us organize our understanding of
people’s behavior during the eighteenth century. The Georgian
mindset focused on balance, order, and symmetry. People were

concerned with privacy and having specific places in the home
and on the farm for different activities. Newly constructed and
renovated homes contained more specialized rooms so that different
tasks could be conducted in different spaces, instead of doing all
of the indoor work in one or two rooms. The con
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back to the laboratory for
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The basement of the house during the archaeological
excavations, showing both halves of the stone house.
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The privy (outhouse pit) while it was
being excavated. Privies often contain
many items that were thrown away by
the people who lived there.
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(il Plan sow?ng the house foundations and the farm

uildings at the Weldin Plantation Site.

Artist rendering of what the main house would have looked like around 1875.

Artist rendering of what th in h 1d have looked lik
L The house was facing north. The log or frame addition had been torn down.

around 1805. The house was facing east. The left portion was stone

Concord Pike.

' The original stone block is the left and a stone addition is to the right. Both

and the right portion was log or frame; both portions were covered , :
portions were covered with stucco.

with stucco.

e i B il Location of the Weldin Plantation Site on Weldin Road, sl_ightl ast of the

1789 George Washington
Inaugural button found at the
Weldin Site. The first initial
of each of the 13 states in the

new United States is inscribed
around the edge.

unreadable date cent. Bottom row: 1807 King
George III coin, 1787 New Jersey State coin, early

kitchen addition on the house shows that the peo
were interested in separating activities.
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. b R. Weldin’s resid is sh thi
"llr Tr [ Jaco S e PERIETEEE 18 SHOWAL Off TS Progressive farming became popular in the late 1700s and was

1881 map of New Castle County.
TR . - concerned with improving the home and farm. Progressive farmers

were interested in new techinology, ways to increase productivity, and efficiency. The Weldin Site was owned by John Dickinson
« from 1785 until his deathfin 1808. Dickinson was a signer of the United States Constitution. His daughter and son-in-law
owned the property untilf1862. Dickinson and his descendants were wealthy and made improvements to the property. They
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Thelargest influence on the archeological remains at the Weldin Site was the rise of the dairying industry. The farm functioned
ai'y farmrfrem the mid-1800s onward. The layout of the farm needed to be rearranged so that farmers could specializ 2
: ; ; ing. Changes seen onfarms that were converted to dairying included the construction of more and larger outbuildi ‘ ’
dominoes, and jacks. The toys pictured . - e . L &
here were likely used during the late adjustments to the layout of the bui nt dairying operations, and new activity areas where tasks were
nineteenth century. undertaken. Jacob eldin constructed almost all of the far ildings for which there are foundations today, including the
' milk house, bank barn and barnyard, corncrib, and sheds. The exten
property reflect the rise of the dairy industry and how it affected use of spa

were interested in having tenants who were willing to try innovative technology, crop rotation, and fertilization. The layo
the main house reflects these ideas. The addition, which was actually bigger than the original house, was constructed duri
the Dickinson family o nerrship. The newly renovated house was larger and more comfortable to attract tenants who s

4 hard-working and interested in progressive techniques.
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Toys found at the site included marbles, r & .

renovations he and his family conducted on the
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The second rebearch question looked at the
differences bétween the lives of families who

centimeters

owned andJdived at the site versus the families

Coins: Top row: 1800 cent, 1816 cent, 1828 cent,

who weregenants. John Bradford was a tenant
at the sité'from 1849 to 1862, while the property

vasowned by JohnDickinson’sdaughter

In Campaign pin found at the and son-in-law. Tax

Weldin Site and picture of how it would have

. looked when it was new. documents a.llo

12290 half cent. 1864 Linco and other

of John Bradford and

the productivi
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The artifacts recovered during the
that

the families would have ased while

excavations included¥thingg

. ~ Equipment sheds are to the left in the front, with the barn behind the sheds.
ore the Weldins bought the farm and The corn crib is to the right in the front, with the windmill over the cistern
after they bought it were also compared. ~ behind the crib.
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To our surprise, the two families seemed to have been living similar lifestyles. The BradWﬂ;e dins were
oth large-scale commercial dainy farmers. were both producing and selling large 0 ter. Both

T L %lcticed progressi rming and used*modern technology. Both families w verage,
expengive househ

t
e ie ier
Litems, and had simgi . One difference, %vever, is that !h de
d

they were living at the site (ceramic

sherds, glass, sewing items),
relatedé kﬂldilgls' ils,
fragments, window glass),

of oth
bones an

buttons, and a varie

Different types of ceramic sherds, items. We also
representing vessels dating from

mi

seeds, which t us something

a J{hte 1;1113 —figﬂt}elentﬁtcintury fo the about what the people living at the not'ow rgperty, so they did not invest in 11di barns aa ﬁ'ldings like.’EHe Wel jcll They
Acme nursing bottle S site were eating would ha ?fn‘e of their profits into livesto qQuipmerth e F .
manufactured between ' plk -

1882 and 1900.
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