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INTERSECTION HISTORY 
• The recommendation for the installation of a traffic signal at the intersection of SR 52 

(Kennett Pike) and Twadell Mill Road/Owls Nest Road is a result of a 2013 
comprehensive traffic safety study of SR-52 (Kennett Pike) through the Village of 
Centreville performed by DelDOT Traffic at the request of the Centreville Civic 
Association. Other recommendations included: 

• Removal of unnecessary and redundant signage throughout the Village – 
(COMPLETED FALL 2014) 

• Installation of Speed Reduction Pavement Markings at both gateway islands – 
(COMPLETED FALL 2014) 

• Installation of additional crosswalks to promote safe crossing of Kennett Pike 

• Increased speed enforcement through the Village by Delaware State Police 



INTERSECTION HISTORY 
• Crash history, lack of adequate gaps in traffic on SR-52, and insufficient sight lines all 

contributed to the recommendation to install a traffic signal at this intersection. 

• The offset nature of the side streets add to the complexity of the navigation of the 
intersection, oftentimes creating confusion for opposing vehicles stopped on the side 
streets. 
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WHAT WILL THE SIGNAL LOOK LIKE? 
• The traffic signal will be mounted on one overhead pole (mast arm), carrying all eight 

signal heads for all four approaches. 

• Pedestrian signals will be installed at all four corners of the intersection. 

• Pedestrian crosswalks will remain at the same locations. 

• Decorative signal poles will be used to maintain a context sensitive signal installation. 

• Through a site review conducted in April 2015, no trees will require removal for the 
installation of a traffic signal and visibility of the signal heads will not require tree 
trimming. 



HOW WILL THE SIGNAL OPERATE? 
• The traffic signal will allow both directions of Kennett Pike to flow at the same time. 

• Once Kennett Pike traffic receives a red indication, each side street (Owls Nest Road/Twaddell 
Mill Road) will receive a green indication separately in order to eliminate conflicting turning 
movements. This is called “split side street phasing”. 

• Pedestrians crossing at the intersection will receive their own phase to cross, stopping all 
traffic. The only times that this will occur is when a pedestrian activates the pedestrian signals 
by pushing the button. The pedestrian phase will be skipped at all other times to allow for 
efficient vehicular traffic flow. 

• There will be no left turn arrows on Kennett Pike due to the low volumes of turning traffic and to 
minimize potential diversion of traffic on Twaddell Mill Road or Owls Nest Road. 

• Emergency Vehicle Pre-emption detection will be provided on all approaches of the intersection 
to give priority to emergency vehicles needing to travel through the intersection.  

• Should an emergency vehicle approach the signal with lights and sirens activated, they 
will immediately receive a green indication on the approach from which they are coming 
and stop all other approaches in order to reach their destination more quickly. 
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