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Public Involvement

Introduction

The Delaware Department of Transportation commissioned the Sussex Route 1 Gnid Study, a
two-phase planning study, to identify roadway connections and improvements in the SR 1
corridor between Five Points and Rehoboth Beach. Phase 1 of this two-phase study began in
March of 1997. Phase 2 began in October 1998.

DelDOT considers public involvement an important and necessary part of the planning process.
Changes in the transportation system involve recognizing the impacts that these changes have on
the community as well as the engineering solutions. Throughout the project period, DelDOT
invited local residents, businesses, and local officials to help in the planning process to identify
solutions to make getting around the study area easier. A newsletter, SR I Connections, provided
information and highlights activities pertaining to the project.

This Final Report summarizes the Public Involvement activity undertaken in the study. The
Public Involvement activity includes:

* Formation of a project Advisory Committee,

* Advisory Committee Meetings,

=  Public Workshops,

= PowerPoint Presentations,

» Correspondence with the public, and

* Development/distribution of the project newsletter.

The Appendix section of this report presents the Advisory Committee roster, meeting minutes,
attendance sheets, materials prepared/used as parts of the public outreach effort, correspondence,
and the project newsletter.

Phase 1 Public Involvement

Project Advisory Committee

The initial stage of the public involvement process involved the formation of a Project Advisory
Committee. Potential participants were contacted by the Office of External Affairs and invited
to serve on the Committee. The candidates represented local businesses, developers, real estate
firms, the Chamber of Commerce and Tourism, the State Police, homeowner associations, and
special interest groups. Currently there are 18 Committee members. Newspaper representatives
were present at all Advisory meetings as well as members of the public. The Mayors of
Rehoboth Beach and Lewes and other municipal and/or legislative representatives attended the
Advisory Committee meetings.

An interactive approach was used during the meetings to encourage dialogue and participation.
Maps of the study area were provided at each meeting. In Phase 1, Committee Members were
asked to brainstorm and mark areas in the study area where roadway connections were desired.
During this process, the Committee was told to make recommendations as if there were no
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obstacles. The consultant team identified obstacles and limitations as the study progressed.
Three Advisory Committee meetings were held during Phase 1:

& June 10, 1997
s July 29, 1997
=  November 10, 1997

Correspondence and meeting minutes of the Phase 1 Advisory Committee meetings are
presented in the Appendix of this report.

Public Workshops

Public Workshops follow each Advisory Committee meeting and provide an opportunity for the
public to comment on the Advisory sessions as well as make new recommendations. Similar to
Advisory meetings, an interactive approach was used during the meetings to encourage dialogue
and participation. In Phase 1, Maps of the study area were provided at each meeting and evolved
through each Advisory and Public session. The Public was given the opportunity to mark maps
with their suggestions, discuss their recommendations with the Workshop staff, and/or submit
written comments at the end of the session or mail to DelDOT.

Three Public Workshops were held during Phase 1:

= July 16, 1997
= August 26, 1997
= December 4, 1997

Public Workshop summaries are found in the Appendix section of this report.
Project Newsletter

A communication vehicle for the project is the project newsletter, SR I Connections. SR 1
Connections was distributed in February of 1999. This issue:

* restated the purpose of the study,

» provide background demographics of the area,

emphasized the importance and desire for public participation in all phases of the project,
presented Phase 1 study recommendations in a map/graphics and textual format,
described the Phase 2 work begun in October 1999, and

invited the public to continue participation in future public meetings.

The public was able to respond to the newsletter by calling DelDOT Office of External Affairs at
the number provided in the newsletter. They could also request to be added to the project
mailing list for future meetings and materials by submitting the request form printed on the
newsletter.
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Phase 2 Public Involvement

Phase 2 began in October 1998 and continues the public outreach begun in Phase 1. In Phase 1,
the public expressed a desire to stay involved and requested more frequent information
exchange. Phase 2 provides greater detail designs for the locations and improvements identified
in Phase 1 including:

= Nassau Park-and-Ride Lot,

»  Nassau Ped/Bike Connection,

* Southbound SR1 Shoulder Widening,

* Southbound SR1 Third Lane Addition and Shoulder Widening,

* Ped/Bike Connection: Old Landing Road to Rehoboth,

* Rehoboth Entrance Improvements/ SR1/Rehoboth Avenue Intersection Improvement.

One Advisory Committee Meeting, three Public Workshops, a PowerPoint presentation, and
responding to specific correspondence needs were activities carried out Phase 2.

Advisory Committee Meetings

The Advisory Committee meeting for Phase 2 was held May 12, 1999. Six selected project sites
and grid connection designs to be progressed to 20 percent design were presented during the
meeting.

Proceedings of the Phase 2 Advisory Committee meeting are presented in the Appendix of this
report.

Public Workshops

Phase 2 Workshops provide refined and detailed concept designs to maintain communication and
information exchange through out the study. As the project areas are shown in greater detail,
Workshop participants are encouraged to provide more information regarding conditions and
features in the area.

Three Public Workshops were held in Phase 2:
* February 25, 1999

* May 26, 1999

* February 29, 2000

The February 29, 2000 Public Workshop focused on the Nassau Ped/Bike Connection.

Public Workshop summaries are found in the Appendix of this report.
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PowerPoint Presentations

PowerPoint presentations were prepared to provide project information and progress to internal
DelDOT staff and the public/special interest groups.

= A Vision PowerPoint presentation was developed in November 1999 to assist with the
identification of goals and objectives desired for the grid concept.

= The Sussex Route 1 Grid Study was presented to the Consulting Engineers Council of
Delaware through a PowerPoint presentation made by the DelDOT Project Manager on
November 17, 1999.

A hard copy of the presentations with speaker notes is provided in the Appendix of this report.
Correspondence

The purpose of the public involvement program is to provide an opportunity for the public to
dialogue with DelDOT regarding all phases and aspects of the project. A timely response to
inquiries and suggestions is important to emphasize and support the commitment to public
involvement.

Letters received by the Department of Transportation following the newsletter and Public
Workshops were researched and responded. Draft letters were composed for the DelDOT Project
Manager's signature. Inquiries and responses are contained in the Appendix of this report.
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May 8, 1997

«Titlen «FirstName» «LastName»
«Company»

«Addressi»

«City» «State» «PostalCoden

Dear «Title» «LastNamen»:

The Delaware Department of Transportation (DelDOT) is beginning an assessment of the State
Route 1 (SR 1) corridor from Five Points to the SR split on the north end of Dewey Beach.
Specifically, we are looking at ways to improve traffic flow by developing a gnd roadway
system to provide travel options to those using SR1 exclusively as a travel corridor. | would like
10 invite you to participate in our planning process by serving as a Project Advisory Commuittee
member.

This planning study is the result of recommendations made by our Rt. 1 Working Group, which
urged DelDOT to come up with a long range “master plan” for the Rt. I corridor. Your eftorts
will help us create a plan that will guide our decisions on Rt. 1 for many years to come,
ultimately transforming the corridor into a system that better serves the community and its needs

Whenever road changes many of us are affected - residents, business owners, and travelers. We
depend on frequent users of the transportation system to share ideas as our planning process
takes place. If you serve as a Commitiee representative, your input will be used as we begin to
identify roads that may serve as secondary travel routes between Five Points and SR1/SR1A.

Three Committee Meetings will be scheduled to conduct the planning process.

u The initial meeting will be a review of the area and the current conditions in addition to a
brainstorming session on possible changes.
L Session 2 will consist of refinement of the concepts discussed at the first meeting and

additional suggestions from the initial Public Workshop.
a The Final meeting will further define the concepts from the second Public Workshop
session.
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«Title» «LastName»
May §, 1997
Page Two

Thank you for your continued interest in the future ot your community. Your participation in the
planning process is important to us. Please call our Office of External Affairs at 1(800)652-5600
or (302)739-4313 and let us know if you are interested in serving as a Committee member

Sincerely,

Anne P. Canby
Secretary of Transportation

APClcgv

ce: Honorable Robert Voshell, State Senator
Honorable George Bunting, State Senator
Honorable John Schroeder, State Representative
Eugene Abbott, Director of Planning
Eli Cooper, Office of Planning
Bobbi Geier, DE Transit Corporation
Joel Leidy, Subdivision/Utilities
Liz Holloway, Bicycle Pedestrian Coordinator
Melissa Welch, Office of Planning

PORZ. 204
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May 28. 1997

< Rt. | Advisory Commutiee Members >

Dear

Recently Secretary Anne Canby sent you a letter inviting you to be a member of the
Project Advisory Committee for the Rt. 1 Corridor Study from Five Points to Dewey
Beach. The first of the three meetings of the Advisory Committee will be held on
Tuesday, June 10, from 5:00PM until 7:00PM at the Lewes Public Library on
Adams St. in Lewes. Please Jet us know if you will participate un the meetings by
calling our Office of External Affairs at 1(800)652-5600.

Enclosed for your information is a list of members who have agreed to serve on the
committee.

I hope you will be able to participate in this process, which should help us work toward
transportation solutions for your community. Please call us at 1(800)652-5600 in the
Office of External Affairs if you have any questions prior to the meeting.

Sincerely,

Chrisune B. Gillan
Manager, External Aftairs

cc: Anne P. Canby, Secretary, DelDOT
Charles “Bud” Freel, Director, External Affairs
Michele C. Ackles, Executive Assistant to the Secretary
Eli Cooper, DelDOT Planning
Debra Buckley, Urbitran
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May 28, 1997

< Rt. 1 Advisory Committee Members >

Dear

Thank you for agreeing to be a member of the Project Advisory Commuttee for the Rt.
1 Corridor Study from Five Points to Dewey Beach. The first of the three meetings of
the Advisory Committee will be held on Tuesday, June 10, from 5:00PM until
7:00PM at the Lewes Public Library on Adams St. in Lewes.

Enclosed for your inforruation is a list of members who have also agreed to serve on
the committee.

We appreciate your commitment and enthusiasm, which will help us work toward
transportation solutions for your comumunity. Please call us at 1(800)652-5600 in the
Office of External Affairs if you have any questions prior to the meeting.

Sincerely,

Christine B. Gillan
Manager, External Affairs

ce: Anne P. Canby, Secretary, DelDOT
Charles “Bud” Freel, Director, External Affairs
Michele C. Ackles. Executive Assistant to the Secretary
Eli Cooper. DelDOT Planning
Debra Buckley, Urbitran
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ROUTE 1 PROJECT ADVISORY COMMITTEE
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Summary of SR1 Project Advisory Committee
June 10, 1997

The first meeting of the SR1 Project Advisory Committee was held at the Lewes Public Library
on June 10, 1997 at 5:00 P.M.

This was the first of three Project Advisory meetings to be held in a tandem with three Public
Workshops. The Committee was formed to invite local participation in the planning process
identifying alternate roadways (linkages and connections) to relieve congestion and improve
mobility on SR1 by redirecting traffic flow. Delaware Department of Transportation
representatives present included Ms. Michelle Ackles, Department of External Affairs, Mr. Eli
Cooper, Assistant Director of Transportation Services Development, Division of Planning, and
Melissa Welch, Division of Planning. Mr. Atma Sookram and Ms. Deborah Buckley of Urbitran
Associates, and Mr. Nick Blendy, KCI Technologies represented the consultant team. In
attendance at the initial meeting were the following Project Committee Members:

Ms. Mary Campbell Mr. Mike Mock Ms. Cindy Small
Mr. Wally Evans Mr. Gene Plummer Mr. Michael Tyler
Mr. Jeffrey Fried Lt. Pete Schwartzkopf Ms. Kay Wheatley
Mr. Bill Lingo Mr. Larry Sharp Mr. Bob Stickels

The public participation approach was planned to begin with a small group of representatives,
the Project Advisory Committee, and expand to include the general public. Information about
the initial meeting was made known and the early part of this session did include some of the
general public. Several members of the local newspapers were also in attendance.

Prior to the actual working session of Project Committee members, Mr. Eli Cooper introduced
the Study consultants and DelDOT representatives. An overview of the study being conducted
was presented.

An open forum discussion was held with the general public to explain the purpose of the Project
Committee and how the general public will be invited to participate at upcoming Public
Workshops. Mr. Eli Cooper welcomed those in attendance and invited non-Committee attendees
to feel free to stay for the session as observers.

Representatives of the public expressed several concerns:

. Concern of Task Force not arriving on time

. Lack of a printed mission statement

. The Committee would address safety issues

. Selection of the Task Force members - general public representatives wanted to be

assured that representatives on the Project Advisory Committee did represent interests of
the general public including residential locations such as Sandy Brae and the Plantations.

Mr. Cooper assured the audience that when the decision to conduct a study of SR1 was made,
involvement of the public in the planning process was a priority. The selection of Committee



members was made with focus and concern on local residents, businesses, and developers in
terms of their needs and potential impacts. The study process includes being aware of and
addressing the community’s interests. A question and answer period was given to allay fears that
general public concerns would not be considered. Additional questions from the general
audience included:

. Biking issues - Will bikes be included when looking at travel modes on SR1? All modes
will be addressed including biking.
. Safety issues related to biking - Why separate bikes from cars when bike riders go to the

same places as cars and buses? This question was precipitated from recent restriction of
bike riders using bike lanes/shoulders that are now traveled on by buses. Mr. Cooper
agreed that bike riders do travel to the same places as other mode travelers but it is
because of safety issues that bike riders are restricted from using the same lanes as the
buses. Part of the project study will be to develop ideas to provide mobility for all modes
- pedestrian, bike, car and transit well as improvements or new connections.

Mr. Cooper ended the public question and answer period explaining how the initial meeting of
the Project Committee would be conducted. Committee members were asked to come forward
to the working tables and introduce themselves. The public was welcome to remain and observe
the proceedings.

Mr. Nick Blendy explained the mapping, its development and the procedure for marking
suggested roadways. The base aerial mapping is 1992 and may be updated as the study
progresses. Mr. Michael Tyler commented on the American Discovery Trail identified on the
mapping. The Committee members divided into three working groups. Each table sketched their
recommendations. The consultant team was present to address questions on the mapping and
any concerns of physical barriers, environmental issues, and other issues that arose in the
planning session.

Table 1 Ms. Mary Campbell, Mr. Jeffrey Fried, Mr. Bill Lingo, Mr. Gene Plummer,
Ms. Cindy Small, Mr. Michael Tyler

This was the largest group. Prior to beginning mapping suggestions, there was discussion on
several issues including:

. The issue of safety needs to be addressed on current roadways as well as suggested
roadways

. Buses need to have recognition of bikes and bikes need to be aware of vehicles sharing
the roads.

. Speed was a concern

. It was stated that trolleys should be reintroduced to keep ambiance of the area. Large
buses detract.

. Enforcement of stop signs and speed regulations should be strengthened

. The abandoned railroad corridor was suggested to be developed as a bike path. The rail
bed should remain gravel

. To use the rail bed, rail right-of-way needs to be restored in certain areas. After the



railroad stopped operations, the right-of-way was taken back by farm owners.

There was a consensus that there would be no environmental problems on the rail bike
route. Reference was made to the 1980 study.

Any road changes such as widening would have an impact on residents. This needed to
be taken into consideration.

It was suggested that frontage roads and service roads run parallel to SR1

Congestion on SR1 was in part due to the lack of stacking lanes at outlets, etc. . . .
“Lane #768"-no mall development should be placed on a major arterial without a service
road and no more than one curb cut allowed. It was expressed that current conditions
show a disregard for the Access Management Plan.

Lynch well 275 (Rehoboth well head on the Lynch property off of Rt. 275) will be
impacted if the curve is straightened

Environmental issues especially the impact on aquifers was a serious concern.

The map lines developed by Table 1:

1)

2)

3)

4)

5)

Suggest a rail trail follow the abandoned Lewes/Rehoboth railroad corridor - Gills Neck
to Rehoboth Beach. It is necessary to restore rail right-of-way to make the trail
functional; property may need to be acquired. A Master Plan has already been developed
proposing a non-motorized/pedestrian use and restriction of motorized vehicles. The
route would not be paved but covered with cinder. The mapping showed access to SR1
already exists from the rail route. The route would continue to Rehoboth Ave.

Currently Rehoboth Avenue accommodates two-way traffic, one lane in and one lane out.
It was suggested to redirect traffic allowing one entryway in, one exit out to mitigate
congestion. Rail/bike routes could connect to Hebron Road and out to SR1.

In Lewes, there is a bridge that has been closed. It was suggested the bridge be reopened
and shared with cars/bikes. The bridge connects at Monroe St. in Lewes.

SR 1- Vehicle traffic could be directed along Postal Lane to SR 24. A service road
opposite Derrickson Hotel already exists. Traffic would follow Parkway Road to Postal
Lane connecting Plantation Road and the Park & Ride lots near Rehoboth Beach. This is
felt to be a solution to remove traffic off of SR1 heading into the large shopping area.

Connect Rt 9 with a second Park and Ride lot at Nassau north of Five Points. It was
discussed that the use of a second Park & Ride lot was not related to cost as much as
convenience. It was also pointed out that the lot needed to be clearly designated.

Table 2 Mike Mock/ Kay Wheatley/ Larry Sharp

Suggested routing to begin at Five Points to RT 9, continue along Plantations Road
(Route 275) straighten the road to Dove Road to Airport Road. This road would be used
primarily for local traffic. No additional lanes would need to be added but road
improvements could be made (shoulders, paving)



2) Modification of the entrance to the Rt. 1B Rehoboth Beach area was suggested to
eliminate the bottleneck condition by having traffic enter and exit on the same roadway.

3) There are dirt roads surrounding Breezewood and Sea Air, private roads that can be
accessed.

4) Use of the rail line for bike use was recommended.

Table 3 Mr. Wally Evans, Lt. Pete Schwartzkopf, and Mr. Bob Stickels

There were several actions that were suggested as easily implementable to ameliorate
congestion.

1. Synchronize lights on SR1

2. Close left-hand turn at Church Street (a secondary entrance to Rehoboth Beach)

3. Improve the underpass of bridge over the canal

Road realignment was suggested for Route 24 and 270A where they intersect. Concern was
expressed that there is a cemetery in this area. It was suggested that the roadway could be raised
to go over the cemetery.

This group also suggested modifying the entrance to Rehoboth Beach by directing traffic from
the canal bridge toward the Crystal Restaurant. Rehoboth Avenue could remain as the main
entrance with an exit road developed from the Grove Park area. This entrance/exit suggestion is
similar to the suggestion made by Table 2.

The wetlands were discussed as an issue to be addressed.

Summary:

The three groups independently developed very similar concepts including:

1) Modify entrance/exit to Rehoboth Beach (Rehoboth Avenue)

2) Creation of a second Park & Ride at Five Points

3) Utilizing abandoned rail line as a bike trail

Next Steps

The next step in the Public Participation process is to synthesize the Project Committee
mappings and present them at a Public Workshop. A date will be determined for early July. The
general public will have an opportunity to comment on the project, express concerns, and make

their own suggestions.

The meeting adjourned at 7:20 P.M.



STATE OF DELAWARE

DepARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION
PO Box 778
THOMAS R. CARPER Dover DeLAawaRE 19903
GOVERNOR

July 24, 1997

Rose Bussard
28 Gunpowder Ln.
Rehoboth Beach DE 19971

RE:  State Route 1 Improvement Study: Project Advisory Meeting

Dear Ms. Bussard:
The next Project Advisory Committee Meeting is scheduled:

DATE: July 29, 1997
TIME: 5pm. -7p.m.
PLACE: Lewes Public Library
Adams Street
Lewes, DE

During this session we will:

e Review findings of the initial Public Workshop

e Discuss issues and concerns

e Refine initial concepts incorporating Public Workshop results

Please let us know if you are able to attend by calling Delaware Department of
Transportation, Office of External Affairs at 1-800-652-5600 or 1-302-739-4313. We
appreciate your continued support and participation in this study process.

Sincerely,

Michele C. Ackles
Assistant to the Secretary of Transportation
MCA:lsz

él‘}' DelDOT —



CC:

Honorable Robert Voshell

Honorable George Bunting

Honorable John Schroeder

Anne P. Canby, Secretary, DelDOT

Eugene Abbott, Director, Planning, DelDOT
Charles “Bud” Freel, Director, External Affairs

Eli Cooper, DelDOT Planning

Ms. Bobbi Geier, DTC, DelDOT

Joel Leidy, Subdivision/Utilities Engineer, DelDOT
Elizabeth Holloway, Bike/Pedestrian Coordinator, DelDOT
Melissa Welch, Transportation Planner, DelDOT
Deborah Buckley, Urbitran Associates

Jerry Gluck, Urbitran Associates

Atma Sookram, Urbitran Associates

Nick Blendy, KCI Technologies



AGENDA

ROUTE 1 PROJECT ADVISORY COMMITTEE
July 29, 1997

Introduction/Goals of Meeting

Review of Maps

Summary of Public Workshop

- Issues/Concerns

- Road Connections/Linkages
Transportation Management Strategies
Working Session

- Refinement of initial concepts

- Incorporation of Public Workshop findings
Summary of Working Session

Next Steps

Next Meeting Scheduled Date
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Summary of SR1 Project Advisory Committee
July 29, 1997

The second meeting of the SR1 Project Advisory Committee was held at the Lewes Public Library
on July 29, 1997 at 5:00 P.M.

This second of three Project Advisory meetings was held to review the findings of the Public
Workshop held July 16 and to begin consensus building on the concepts developed during the first
Advisory Committee meeting. Delaware Department of Transportation representatives present
included Mr. Eli Cooper, Assistant Director of Transportation Services Development, Division of
Planning, and Melissa Welch, Division of Planning. The consultant team was represented by Mr.
Jerry Gluck and Ms. Deborah Buckley of Urbitran Associates, and Mr. Nick Blendy, KCI
Technologies. Project Committee Members attending were:

Ms. Mary Campbell Mr. Mike Meoli Mr. Larry Sharp
Ms. Joanne DeFiore Mr. Mike Mock Mr. Bob Stickels
Mr. Wally Evans Ms. Lana O'Hollaren Mr. Michael Tyler
Mr. Bill Lingo Mr. Gene Plummer Ms. Kay Wheatley

Other attendees included Ms. Mable Granke, Ms. Bobbie Geir, and two representatives from the
newspapers, Mr. Jim Hazel, a freelance reporter and Ashley Grey, Delaware State News.

At 5:00 P.M., Mr. Eli Cooper convened the meeting summarizing activities to date and the goals of
the meeting.

Mr. Nick Blendy reviewed the maps briefly, explaining how the maps were developed and revised
since the initial Advisory Committee meeting, the environmental features compiled using National
Wetlands Inventory mapping and State hydric soil mappings; wells present in the study corridor; and
the roadway, pedestrian, bicycle, and transit concepts resulting from the Advisory Committee and
the Public Workshop.

The question was asked if any insights were gained from the process to date. Mr. Blendy responded
that some recommendations appear promising.

It was asked if there are similar projects/roads where they have applied this effort. Mr. Cooper
reported that a public outreach approach is being used in New Castle County. He stated that some
recommendations made as part of this project process will be obvious to the Committee. The public
process will be open and feedback encouraged and will serve as a basis for consensus building. It
was pointed out that this area does have differences when compared to other locations experiencing
congestion and mobility impacts. One large attraction is the access to the ocean. Mr. Stickles added

that the existing conditions and problems are similar to those experienced at Cape Cod and the Outer
Banks.

Mr. Cooper further observed that the study corridor has clusters of development, pockets not



connected and undeveloped areas. This phase of the project is attempting, at a conceptual level to
generate ideas that create linkages which may later be useful in developing site plans. Linkages and
connections will not solve the peak season congestion but will provide for secondary connections
for the local population. It will improve the quality of life and mobility for the community.

Ms. Buckley reported on the issues and concerns expressed during the Advisory Committee
meetings and Public Workshop. Key issues:

The Kings Highway intersection at SR1 is confusing.

Right turning traffic from Rehoboth Avenue onto northbound SR1 needing to access the
roadway that leads to the park-and-ride lot.

Sun glare at the SR1 and Route 273A intersection causes difficulty for northbound SR1
traffic to see the traffic signal.

Concern that closing the left turn off Rt. 1 onto Church Street past the entrance to Rehoboth,
would severely impact the users of the YMCA and cause more traffic problems than it would

solve.

Letter from Mayor Samuel R. Cooper (City of Rehoboth) pointing out that activity on the
surface of the ground directly affects wells in the area.

High accident rate at the Food Lion intersection.
Traffic calming strategies and speed enforcement needs to be addressed

New Road and Pilot Town Road needs shoulders

Mr. Jerry Gluck discussed Transportation System Management Strategies (TSM) that could enhance
mobility besides road connections and linkages. TSM strategies manage the existing infrastructure
and could include:

Variable Message Signs (VMS) to redirect traffic. A suggestion would be a VMS at the
SR1/113 interchange in Milford to redirect traffic destined for Bethany Beach, South
Bethany, and Fenwick Island.

Establish a second Park & Ride to provide an alternative to driving along SR1 for those
destined for shopping or the beach. Shuttle service to these areas would reduce the need to
drive the corridor.

Coordinate zoning regulations, land use planning and transportation planning to achieve
higher development densities (residential and commercial) to encourage and make transit



services more feasible.

. Upgrade Route 275 (Rt. 1D) to be used as an alternate route to SR1

. Connect or upgrade existing connections between SR1 and Rt. 275

a Establish signage to inform travelers of alternatives, e.g., use of Hebron Road to connect to
274.

gl Coordinate traffic signals

A comment was made that new roads could also invite more development. Reliance would be
placed upon DelDOT for guidance concerning allowable development.

Mr. Tyler suggested a look at the County Zoning map to show areas where development is not
permitted.

Mr. Cooper then stated that the 1997 aerial is being processed and it will look very different from
the current map. The area continues to change and there is a need to address not only the current
conditions but be ready to address the future needs.

Mr. Blendy pointed out that other areas not mapped may be sensitive to changes. Historic areas such
as Belltown and West Rehoboth Historic Districts could not be impacted without compliance with
Federal and State regulations. Other areas may present issues for change such as intrusion on private

property.

The working session was conducted as a single group. This approach was used to share ideas
simultaneously and facilitate consensus.

The discussion began with the entrance/exit to Rehoboth Beach. It was suggested that left turns
could be restricted (e.g. Mon thru Sat. Between 11:00 AM and 4:00 P.M.). It was agreed that there
were several options to entering the area: Rehoboth Avenue, Church Street, Robinson Drive. Mr.
Lingo suggested that the land owned by the Army Corp of Engineers near Delmarva Power (“old
cannery site”), could be developed as an alternate access route. Church Street was another possible
access street as well as Robinson Drive. Consensus was that there should be separate one-way
entrance/exit routes.

L One-way entering Rehoboth Avenue

L One-way exiting Rehoboth Beach via Hebron Road -The exit permits access to the Park &
Ride with a signal and access to Rd. 203 continuing to Airport Road, also signalized at SR1
and Rd. 203 intersection.

. Connect from behind Park & Ride running behind Rehoboth Outlets; west along Sea-Air;
continuing north behind Sea-Air/Camelot; west along property lines and north connecting



to Rd. 274 and/or Rd.275
Connect Rd. 275 to SR 24 east of SR1

Create connection between SR 275 through open land to Postal Lane; continue behind
Townsend Square to front of Rehoboth Outlets.

Establish Bike/Pedestrian routes on the abandoned railway with connections to SR1 via Rd.
270A and Shady Ridge Road.

Continue along Rd. 275 through the center of Plantations (East/West) to Shady Road

Establish a Park & Ride at Rt 9/SR1 and closer to Rehoboth Beach between the Canal and
Rt. 1

Postal Lane was seen as already overburdened with traffic, should attempt to keep additional
traffic off Postal Lane

Establish an east/west bikeway through Camelot and Sea-Auir.
Connect Rd. 270A to Rd. 268 passing east of Midway Estates and Dove Knoll

New Road was agreed to be a strong secondary roadway. It was agreed that New Road
should access a road (not designated) that will run west of SR1 to SR18/US9.

Shoulders need to be paved on Rd. 274
Shoulders need to be added to Airport Rd.
Provide shoulder access on SR1 near Five Points

Put hot mix and shoulders on Rd. 283

Moving forward to the next Public Workshop, it was decided that the upcoming Workshop will
present the suggestions made at the initial Public Workshop and the consensus concepts developed
during this Advisory Committee Meeting. The next Public Workshop will be scheduled in August,
date to be announced.

Further analysis of local issues and mapping will occur between DelDOT staff and consultants
before the next Advisory Committee Meeting. It is anticipated that the next Advisory Committee
Meeting will be scheduled early Fall.

The meeting adjourned at 7:40 P.M.



STATE OF DELAWARE

DePARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION
PO Box 778
THOMAS R CARPER DoveEr DELAWARE 19903

GOVERNOR _ November 4, 1997

Dear Project Committee Member:

RE:  State Route 1 Grid Concept: Project Advisory Meeting

The next Project Advisory Committee Meeting is scheduled:

Date: November 10, 1997
Time: 5:00pm - 7:00pm
Place: Cape Henlopen High School, Room 114

We are at a pivotal point in the concept development process. This important Advisory
Committee meeting will focus on consolidating recommendations and reaching a consensus for the
area overall. The results of this meeting will be brought to the next Public Workshop.

During this session we will:

e Review the findings of the August 26, 1997 Public Workshop

e Present the findings/recommendations to date in relation to what can realistically be
accomplished. This discussion will be based upon the physical assessments and site visits made
by the consultants.

e Through consensus, refine the concepts that will be brought forward in the next Public
Workshop.

Please let us know if you are able to attend by calling Delaware Department of Transportation,
Office of External Affairs at 1-800-652-5600 or 739-4313. We appreciate your continued support
and participation in this study process.

Sincerely

Moaw CReLrs

lichele C. Ackles
Executive Assistant to the Secretary
MA:lsz
cc: Anne P. Canby, Secretary, DelDOT
Charles “Bud” Freel, Director, External Affairs, DelDOT
Eli Cooper, Planning, DelDOT
Deborah Buckley, Urbitran

//}"\-' DelDOT - -



AGENDA

ROUTE 1 PROJECT ADVISORY COMMITTEE
November 10, 1997

Introduction - Eli Cooper
- Meeting Goals

Material Presentation - Nick Blendy, KCI Technologies
- Overview of Graphics/August 26 Public Workshop Results
- Identification of Opportunities/Constraints

Advisory Committee Working Session
- Consolidation of concept lines
- Consensus

Summary of Working Session

Next Public Workshop Scheduled Date
- November 20, 1997
- Location Change: Rehoboth School



Summary of SR1 Project Advisory Committee
November 10, 1997

The third meeting of the SR 1 Project Advisory Committee was held at Cape Henlopen High School,
Room 114, on November 10, 1997 at 5:00 P.M.

This Project Advisory meeting was held to review the findings of the August 26, Public Workshop
and to establish consensus for the grid concepts developed throughout the study period to date.
The results of this meeting will be brought to the next Public Workshop. Delaware Department of
Transportation representatives present included Mr. Eli Cooper, Assistant Director of Transportation
Services Development, Division of Planning, and Melissa Welch, Division of Planning. The
consultant team was represented by Mr. Jerry Gluck and Ms. Deborah Buckley of Urbitran
Associates, and Mr. Nick Blendy, KCI Technologies. Project Committee Members attending were:
Ms. Joanne DeFiore, Mr. Wally Evans, Mr. Mike Mock, and Ms. Christine Rosen.

Other attendees included Mr. Sam Cooper, Mayor of Rehoboth, Ms. Mabel Granke, and
Mr. Michael Short.

At 5:20 P.M.,, Mr. Eli Cooper convened the meeting summarizing activities to date and the goals of
the meeting- to reach consensus and consolidate the multiple lines into one representative line.

Mr. Nick Blendy distributed a summary of the opportunities identified through the previous
Advisory Committee meetings and Public Workshops. Constraints identified through field visits
were also represented. There was a brief discussion of the area in general. It was commented that
environmental concemns were not well represented. Mr. Cooper stated that this is a conceptual stage
and when a preferred concept is established the sites will be revisited in greater depth. The area map
was broken into a series of blocks and divided into northbound and southbound areas surrounding
SR1. The discussion of the sites progressed block by block. A summary follows.

Block A: Four opportunities were identified. The railroad underpass was perceived as a constraint
for roadway connections. It was also expressed that there should not be a new road passing in front
of the firehouse. Further, a road would change the configuration of the emergency vehicle routes
adding more time for in accessing SR 1. The firehouse was situated back from the road to allow
trucks to turn, be washed, etc. In addition, there were 2 wells for the firehouse that had not
previously been noted.

The two park & ride locations were discussed but only one, to the north, will be represented on the
map for the Public Workshop. It was suggested that a stop sign be placed on Rt. 285. With this
connection, it was also suggested that consideration be given to elimination of the Route 9 signal just
west of the Five Points intersection.

Block B: There was minimal change on Rt. 275. There was a discussion regarding the eastward
extension of the development corridor along Rt. 275 by Sussex County. It was commented that
there is a need to work with the County for future development. There will be more signalization
on this secondary route as well as flared turning lanes. There was a question regarding east/west



moves noting there is no major construction as yet. The western DelDOT recommendation was
eliminated. The Committee’s Rt. 275 concept and citizen recommendations were retained.
Additional bike lanes through communities were placed on the map.

Block C: There was concern and discussion concerning extending the road connection through a
stand of trees (West of Sea Chase). It was suggested that the road be straightened out at Rt. 24.
Postal Lane would require a signal. It was also unanimously suggested that an evaluation be done
regarding the intersection at the Roadhouse Restaurant.

Block D: Improvements to Airport Road (upgrade) were accepted. The concern regarding roadway
connections (bike/pedestrian) behind/through the two trailer communities were presented. It was
agreed to leave the representation on the map for the Public Workshops. Several Committee
members reemphasized the desire to maintain Rt. 275 as a secondary road. It was a concem that Rt.
275 not become an alternate for SR 1.

Block E: The roadway linkages were eliminated through the residential areas. The SR1 underpass
loop and separate pedestrian/bicycle connections were retained.

Block F: Key issue discussed remained the access into Rehoboth. The Church Street option was
eliminated. It was suggested that improvements to the underpass be considered to access Rehoboth
Avenue parallel to the Canal then angled away from the drawbridge. The Army Corp of Engineers
property will need to be investigated. The use of Hebron Road as an alternate route was also
questioned in regard to the social make-up of the community.

Block G: Connections through the utility corridor were seen as difficult due to environmental issues.
There were concerns regarding Beaver Dam Creek. A new connection to the east was proposed to
minimize potential impacts.

Block H: Drainage creeks and wetlands were seen as presenting problems for multimodal
connections to the east. Connection was made from 270A through Midway for a bike path only.

Block I: The Committee agreed to keep the DelDOT footprint on the map for the Public Workshop.
After the discussion of the grid concepts, there was a question concerning how the concepts will be

prioritized. Mr. Cooper responded that a logical first priority would be connections that have a broad
consensus of support.
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«Name»

«Company»
«Address1»
«CitystatePostalCode»

«Salutation»

Re: State Route 1 Grid Concept Study: Project Advisory Meeting

The Project Advisory Committee is being reconvened for Phase 2 of the SR1 Gnd Concept
Study. A meeting is scheduled:

*PDate: May 5, 1999
Time: 5:00 PM - 7:00 PM
Place: Lewes Public Library
Adams Street
Lewes, DE

Work has continued on the SR1 Grid Concept Study since our last Advisory Committee in
November 1997. The work activity included identification of specific project recommendations,
selection of six initial project sites, and development of appropriate design concepts.
Pedestrian/bicycle and transit improvements are an integral part of these recommendations. The
recommendations were broadly presented at the February 25, 1999 Public Workshop and are:

. Providing for a park-and-ride lot near Five Points;

. New multi-modal roadway connection to serve the proposed park-and-ride near
Five Points. The connection links SR1 and the southern portion of Route 9;

° Five Points intersection improvements;

o SR 1 third lane widening between Five Points and SR 24;

° Bicycle movement between Airport Road and Rehoboth;

. Rehoboth Avenue entrance improvements.

During this session we will:

. Review the typical cross sections for new multi-modal roadway connections;
. Present the concept designs for the six project locations in greater detail,
. Discuss issues and concerns;

. Refine concepts for presentation at the next Public Workshop



Your previous participation has been valuable in helping to identify the improvements needed
and we ask for your continued support. Please let us know if you are able to attend by calling
Delaware Department of Transportation, Office of External Affairs at 1 (800) 652-5600 or
(302) 739-4313.

Sincerely,

Michele C. Ackles
Assistant to the Secretary of Transportation

cc: Anne P. Canby, Secretary, DelDOT
Charles "Bud" Freel, Director, External Affairs
P. Faust, DelDOT Planning
Eli Cooper, DelDOT Planning
Deborah Buckley, Urbitran

* Note: Meeting date was changed to May 12. Contact with invitees was made by phone for
date change by DelDOT Department of External Affairs



AGENDA

Sussex Route 1 Grid Concept Study

Advisory Committee Meeting

May 12, 1999

Introduction

Typical Cross Sections

Concept Designs

Question and Answers

Next Steps
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Summary of SR1 Project Advisory Committee
May 12, 1999

This first Advisory Committee Meeting for Phase 2 of the Sussex Route | Grid Concept Study, held
at the Lewes Library, reintroduced the study purpose, presented typical connections, identified six
project areas, and presented the design concepts. Delaware Department of Transportation
representatives present included Mr. Eli Cooper, Assistant Director of Transportation Services
Development, Division of Planning, and Ms. Tricia Faust, Division of Planning. Mr. Jerry Gluck
and Ms. Deborah Buckley of Urbitran Associates, and Mr. Nick Blendy, KCI Technologies
represented the consultant team. Project Advisory Committee Members attending were:

Ms. Joanne DeFiore Ms. Bonnie McDaniel
Mr. Wally Evans Mr. Jeffrey Fried
Mr. Michael Tyler

Also in attendance were:

Mr. Lawrence Lank, Sussex County Planning and Zoning, Mr. Joe Ippolito, Mr. Richard Anthony,
Ms. Mable Granke, Mr. Ron Patterson, Mr. Pascal Girard, and Mr. Michael Short, a reporter from
the Cape Gazette.

At 5:15 P.M., Mr. Eli Cooper convened the meeting introducing Ms. Tricia Faust as the DelDOT
Project manager who will oversee the project. He apologized to the Committee for having to
reschedule the meeting a week later due to a conflict with the meeting scheduled for the Cape
Henlopen Master Plan. Mr. Cooper gave brief explanation of the study purpose and turned the
meeting over to Mr. Jerry Gluck, Urbitran Associates.

Mr. Gluck began by explaining the study process. Phase 1 identified desired connections and
potential project areas. He explained that Phase 1 was a “bottoms-up” approach to identify possible
roadway connections and needed improvements on SR1. Working with both the Advisory
Committee and the public, a base aerial map was marked to indicate multi-modal connections that
would allow residents to travel the area without having to use SR1 exclusively. Six meetings (three
Advisory and three Public Workshops) were conducted in Phase 1. The evolving map was refined
using the information gathered at each session. A representation of the Phase 1 end-product map is
contained in the SR / Connections newsletter.

Using the information gathered, typical connections were developed to show what the grids would
look like. The typical sections will serve as a guide for development as it occurs. Agreements
would have to be made with developers to have the roadways put into place. Mr. Gluck emphasized
that the connections shown would not be implemented unless development occurs in the areas where
the roads are designated. The typical sections are only a guide for future development.

Mr. Gluck proceeded to describe two typical sections (with and without drainage) including travel
lane widths, shared use lanes, and right of way needed for grass areas and sidewalks. He pointed out



that some sections may require the addition of a left turn lane. The total right of way (ROW) could
be as much as 70 ft. In wide areas a typical section ROW could be as much as 90 ft to accommodate
utilities.

In discussing pedestrian and bicycle paths the question was asked about the surface paving of the
paths. Mr. Gluck responded it would be black-topped.

Mr. Tyler asked about current road work. He asked if the typical sections were being used by
DelDOT now. As an example, he cited the Rt. 269 repair. No consideration was given to
accommodate bicycles on the roadway.

Mr. Cooper responded that the typical sections are not currently DelDOT standards. If the
Committee agrees that the typical sections are appropriate, the typical sections will be presented to
DelDOT Department of Policy for adoption. A policy would ensure that compatibility is achieved
among projects.

Mr. Cooper continued to explain that zoning is a County requirement and development will occur
within zoning guidelines.

The meeting adjourned at 7:15 P.M.



Sussex Route 1 Grid Concept Study
May 12, 199

Typical Sections
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PUBLIC WORKSHOPS

= Phase 1
- July 16, 1997
- August 26, 1997
- December 4, 1997

*= Phase 2
- February 25, 1999
- May 26, 1999
- February 29, 2000
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Delaware Department of Transportation

/\ Anne P. Canby
Jamm— Secretary

PUBLIC WORKSHOP
STATE ROUTE 1 IMPROVEMENT STUDY

CONTRACT #3803

The Delaware Departument of Transportation (DelDOT) is conducting a “State Route 1 [mprovement
Study Public Workshop”, on Wednesday. July 16, 1997, 4 p.m. to € p.m. at Cape Henlopen High
School. I .»hby, 1250 Kings Highway. Lewes, DE.

The SK1 luprovement Study is a planning process to identify alternate transportation links and
conne.tions to improve mobility on SR1 berween Five Points and Rehoboth. The alternate
transportation connections will be comprehensive and address all modes of travel in the corridor
including auto, bike, pedestrian, and bus.

The planning process is designed to be a dialogue with local residents to discuss possible links,
taking into consideration impacts on:

e mobility,

¢ environment,

e future development in the area,

« and current conditions from both a residential and business point of view.

This workshop invites the public to participate in the early planning stages to evaluate the possible
transportation connections, and to work towards building consensus for acceptable concepts.

Interested persons are invited to express their views in writing, giving reasons for support of, or
opposition to the proposed. Comments will be received on site or can be mailed to DelDOT’s
External Affairs Office, P.O. Box 778. Dover, DE 19903 If requested in advance, DelDOT will
make available the services of an interpreter for the hearing impaired. If an interpreter is desired,
please make the request by phone or mail.

For further information contact the Office of External Affairs at 1-800-652-5600 (in DE) or 302-
7394313 or write to the Office of External Affairs at the above address.

PUBLIC NOTICE
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PUBLIC WORKSHOP
July 16, 1997

Welcome to the Delaware Department of Transportation Public Workshop. The purpose of this
workshop is to provide you with information about the State Route 1 Improvement Study being
conducted. The Study goals are to identify transportation linkages/connections that will establish a
local transportation system to increase mobility and reduce congestion on SR1. Your

questions and comments are encouraged!

There will be no formal speech or presentation at this Workshop. Instead we invite you to
participate in the planning process. As you browse the exhibits, feel free to ask questions of the
Study staff who are here to explain the study, materials, and discuss your concerns. Written
comments may be submitted by completing a comment card located at the sign-in table. Your
comments and suggestions will help contribute to the development of concepts and the success of
the Study.

= =

MEETING GUIDE/EXHIBITS 0 L

Ll

Welcome and General Information: Please sign in at this table. This Workshop Program and
comment cards are also available. The staff at this table can answer any general questions you may
have on the State Route 1 Improvement Study. If you have specific questions, this staff can direct
you to other exhibits and/or individuals with more information.

Background Information: The purpose and need for the SR1 Study will be presented at this table.
Information on the planning process, your role, and study schedule are also provided. The map
displayed presents the study corridor as it existed in 1992.

Current /Future Conditions : This station presents an aerial map showing current conditions of
the SR1 corridor. Some of the land designations will be familiar to you. In addition you will also
see planned developments and proposed bike routes. Safety issues will be pointed out. At any time,
feel free to express your concerns if an issue is not presented that you believe needs to be.

Project Advisory Committee Preliminary Suggestions: This exhibit is informational and inter-
active. At this table you will see the suggestions made at the first Project Advisory Meeting of
June 10, 1997. This is your opportunity to comment on the suggestions and, if you choose, sit
with the study consulting staff and give your suggestions. Maps and markers will be provided for
your use. If you are more comfortable discussing comments/suggestions, our project staff will be
happy to discuss your concerns. You may also use the comment card provided at the Welcome
Table when you signed in.
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Summary of SR1 Public Workshop
July 16, 1997

The first SR1 Public Workshop was held at the Lewes Public Library on July 16, 1997 from 4:00 PM
through 8:00 PM.

This was the first of three Public Workshop sessions scheduled to follow the Project Advisory
Committee meetings. The Workshops are structured to inform the general public in the study area
about the project, present the suggestions made by the Advisory Committee, and invite local
partictpation in the planning process by identifying alternate roadways (linkages and connections) to
redirect traffic flow as a way of relieving congestion and improving mobility on SR1. The Public
Workshops are informally structured to encourage attendees to walk through the exhibits, discuss
ideas and concerns with project staff, and put ideas on paper (maps provided).

Delaware Department of Transportation representatives present included Ms. Michelle Ackles,
Department of External Affairs, Mr. Eli Cooper, Assistant Director of Transportation Services
Development, Division of Planning, and Melissa Welch, Division of Planning, Ms. Liz Halloway,
DelDOT Bicycle division. The consultant team was represented by Mr. Jerry Gluck and

Ms. Deborah Buckley of Urbitran Associates, and Mr. Nick Blendy, KCI Technologies. Several

Project Advisory Committee members were present including:

Ms. Mary Campbell Ms. Lana O’Halleran
Ms. Joanne DiFiore Mr. Larry Sharp

Mr. Bill Lingo Mr. Michael Tyler

Mr. Mike Mock Mr. Bob Stickels

Three newspapers sent representatives: Cape Gazette, Coast Press, and the Delaware State News

Excluding DelDOT staff, Project Advisory Committee members and the press, a total of 23 people
attended. This count only represents those who signed in at the Welcome Table.

The attendees were very interested in the project and several came prepared with written
suggestions/concerns. The following are suggestions, issues, and concerns that were raised by
attendees:

Suggestions:

Roadways

L] It was suggested that a bypass of SR1 via Route 5 through Milton be built. A new bridge would

be required by the Indian River. This connection would enable traffic coming from
Wilmington and going to Bethany Beach and Ocean City to bypass SR1.

] There should be three lanes in each direction of SR1 between Route 24 and Five Points similar



to SR1 south of Route 24 where there are three lanes in each direction.

Need 3 lanes on 275 with limited access.

Proposals for bypass and alternate routes to alleviate the congestion and improve traffic safety
on Route 1, in and around Rehoboth and Dewey Beach. The following is a verbatim
presentation taken from a written submission.

1. Create a bypass for Rehoboth Beach and Dewey Beach for North/South and East/West
traffic from Route 14ust north of the Indian River Inlet Bridge-by linking Route 5/Long Neck
Road to Route 1 via a new road across Burton’s Island and a new high bridge (for clearance
of sailboat masts) from Burton’s Island to Labens Point and a bridge over to Massey's
Landing. Recommend Route 5 and the extension connecting to Route 5 and the extension
connecting to Route 1 just north of Indian River Inlet bridge be widened to four lanes with
median strip as far North as the Route 5 intersection with Route 1 north of Milton. A Milton
bypass for Route 5 should also be considered. The County/State needs to set aside or
condemn property for future development of this much needed bypass.

2. Build two new roads from the canal bridge in Rehoboth Beach. Designate the current
route 1A one way inbound to Rehoboth (2 lanes already available and there will be no need
to widen Route 1A). Build one new road northbound from the canal (designate it one way).
The northbound road can utilize the old railroad right of way and continue behind Ames and
Ocean Outlets, paralleling Route 1 to Midway before intersecting with Route 1. The other
new road should take a path along the west side of the Lewes and Rehoboth Canal toward
Lewes and connect to route 267/route 9. Routes 270, 271, and 273 (Country Club Drive)
should be extended eastbound to connect to the new road to Lewes. (This link will provide
a better route for the shuttle buses from satellite parking lots on Country Club Drive). The
County/State needs to set aside or condemn property for future development of this much
needed alternate route. New zoning and land set asides requested for the future new roads.

3. Establish a parallel road for Route 1 (possibly along the old railroad right-of-way) on the east
side of the highway from Route 1A (Rehoboth Avenue) behind the Ames Shopping Center,
the Ocean Outlets and Kmart, to Route 9, with a link to Route 1 and Country Club Drive at
the Ames Shopping Center. (This link will provide a better route for the shuttle buses from
the satellite parking lots on Country Club Drive). The County/State should set aside or
condemn property fro future development of roads for this much needed alternate route.

4. Extend Route 275 to Country Club Drive, by extending Route 275 South of Old Landing
Road beside or through Breezewood Development through last two parallel streets of trailer
park development and back of Ocean Outlets (Bayside). The County/State should set aside
or condemn property for future development of roads for this much needed alternate route.

5. Connect Eagle Dnive and/or Phillips Street to Country Club Drive. Extend Phillips
Street/Eagle Drive around Amusement Park to connect Country Club Drive. The



County/State should set aside farm land currently in the path of this through way for future
development of the road. This would provide less complex access to Route 1 for residents
west of Route 1 and between the canal and the amusement park. Complete Buckingham Drive
from Bald Eagle to Route 273 or Re-route Buckingham Drive to Route 273 after connecting
this road to Bald Eagle Drive.

6. Widen Route 1A from Route 1 to the Canal Bridge to 4 Lanes, to remove the bottleneck
to traffic flow in and out of the Rehoboth Beach town center and the resulting trafhic jams on
Route 1. The most stated reasons for not widening the entrance on Route 1A from
Southbound Route 1 has been two fold; the need to save sycamore trees and the fact that the
town of Rehoboth Beach does not include the stretch of Route 1A located on the west side of
the Lewes-Rehoboth Canal. The fact is there are two “old thinking” ideas gone beyond what
is good for Rehoboth Beach and the surrounding communities. Businesses in Rehoboth are
complaining about outlet malls on Route 1 and are suffering from lack of business. Additional
parking lots for which the City fathers could collect fees should also be considered. I am sure
that the little West Rehoboth community on the west side of the canal would benefit from
widening Route 1A entrance to Rehoboth Beach. There are businesses in that area that are
also suffering from the congestion on Route 1. Additionally, an overpass over Northbound
Route 1 for left turning.

] Use Hebron Rd. to access the Park & Ride and Rt.24 avoiding the need to cut across Rt.1.

w SR1B roadway access from Canal Bridge

Transit

= A “rapid transit” line from Wilmington to the Park-and-Ride lot in Rehoboth would prowvide
an alternative to people coming by car.

Bike Routes

Phase One

1. Resurface the shoulders of Rd 275, Plantations Rd, and designate the shoulders as a Bike

p3 };:llee ‘the shoulders of Old Landing Rd., at least from 275 to Airport Rd., and continue the
Bike Lane designation.

3. Continue with paved shoulders and Bike Lane designation on Airport Rd.

Phase Two

1. Explore possible Bike access from Rolling Meadows thru to Rd. 275.

s Explore possible access from Airport Rd. To the Park and Ride, either thru or behind the

various businesses and Mobile Home Parks along Rt. 1.



= At the same time as pursuing the above options, consideration should be given to using the
shoulders of Rt. 1 north of Lowe’s as a Bike lane, since the bus lane does not start until there

] Also access to Rt 275 from Rt. 1 via Shady Lane at Grotto Pizza Grand Slam would be a safer
access point for bikes than the Five Points intersection.

n The Bike Path from Lewes to Rehoboth thru Cape Henlopen State Park is a great idea and
should be pursued. However, this involves many other groups and might take a long time to
come to pass. Where as most of the ideas presented above could be implemented by DelDot
alone without much controversy and at a reasonable cost.

= No bike path on SR1

= Cape Henlopen, grass in bike path needs to be cut/clean

u New Road-shoulders disappear/too small, compete with speeding traffic

Signalization

] A traffic signal placed at the intersection of Rt 1/273A

L] As a safety feature, place a shield on light to increase visibility when the sun glare is present

] Signal at 1A should be closed during Beach Season to force use of alternate routes e.g. Church
Road

Issues/Concerns

] The Kings Highway intersection at SR1 is confusing.

] There i1s a problem caused by motorists who turn right from Rehoboth Avenue onto
northbound SR1 and then weave into the lefi-turn lane to access the roadway that leads to the
park-and-ride lot.

i There is a problem at the intersection of SR1 and Route 273A caused by sun glare that makes
it difficult for northbound SR1 traffic to see a red traffic signal indication.

= Regarding a suggestion seen in the newspaper about closing the left turn off Rt. 1 onto Church
Street past the entrance to Rehoboth, disagree that there is difficulty at that location.
Eliminating the left turn there would severely impact the many users of the YMCA. I think
this would cause many more traffic problems than it would solve.

= Letter from Mayor Samuel R. Cooper (City of Rehoboth) regarding city's drinking water wells:

There are “six wells which represent a critical resource to the City of Rehoboth and the
surrounding area. The city, through these wells, supplies all the drinking water east of the
canal with the exception of Henlopen Acres as well as supplying water to a considerable area



west of the canal. All the city’s wells were drilled to a depth of approximately 100 feet. This
places them in the Columbian or unconfined aquifer. A very critical point is that these wells,
dnlled into the confined aquifer, are directly effected by activity on the surface of the ground.

Our engineers estimate that the area of influence around each week is a circle with a radius

of 2000 feet.” The following is a listing of the well site locations. Their locations have been
placed on the area map developed from the public workshop

Wells 1,2, and 3 are located adjacent to Route One approximately 1/4 mile
west of its intersection with Rehoboth Avenue. Well 1 currently produces
about 900 (GPM) gallons per minute, Well 2 about 700 GPM, and Well 3
about 400 GPM.

Well 6 is located within the Breezewood development and produces about 350
GPM.

Well 7 1s located along Road 274 midway between Roads 275 and 275A. Well
7 produces about 1,000 GPM.

Well 8 is located along Road 275 between Road 274 and Route 24, at the
inside of the curve of Road 275. Well 8 was competed in 1992 and produces
1,000 GPM. The total project costs for this well were about $1,200,000.00.
Wells 4 and 5, located in Sea-Air Mobile City, have been abandoned by the

city.

L] The Red Lion intersection has a high accident rate.

Other Miscellaneous Suggestions

u Add labels to Map

Church Street
Airport Road
Lewes, Rehoboth Beach, and Cape Henlopen High School

= Traffic calming strategies and enforcement of speed needs to addressed

= Divert travelers to Bethany Beach to Rt 113/26

u Rt. 202 (Concord Pike) and Kirkwood Highway are similar to SR but do not seem to have
same problems. Look at these roads to see what similar techniques can be used along SR1.

u New Road and Pilot Town Road-need shoulders

u Between Savannah Rd and Freeman Highway there is a heavy volume of traffic

= Parking at Dairy Queen on shoulders



Bike Routes

PHASE ONE

1. Resurface the shoulders of Rd 275, Plantations Rd, and designate the shoulders as a
Bike Lane.

2. Pave the shoulders of Old Landing Rd., at least from 275 to Airport Rd., and continue
the Bike Lane designation.

3. Continue with paved shoulders and Bike Lane designation on Airport Rd.

PHASE TWO

1. Explore possible Bike access from Rolling Meadows thru to Rd.275.

2. Explore possible access from Airport Rd. to the Park and Ride, either thru or behind
the various businesses and Mobile Home Parks along Rt.1.

At the same time as pursuing the above options, consider using the shoulders of Rt.1
north of Lowe’s as a Bike lane, since the bus lane does not start until there.

Also access to Rt 275 from Rt. 1 via Shady Lane at Grotto Pizza Grand Slam would be a
safer access point for bikes than the 5 points intersection.

The Bike Path from Lewes to Rehoboth thru Cape Henlopen State Park is a great 1dea
and should be pursed. However, this involves many other groups and might take a long
time to come to pass. Where as most of the ideas presented above could be implemented
by DelDot alone without much controversy and at reasonable cost.

Note: I read in the paper a suggestion about closing the left turn off Rt.1 onto

Church Street past the entrance to Rehoboth. I have never had any trouble at that
location and eliminating the left turn there would severely impact the many users of the
YMCA. 1 think this would cause many more traffic problems than it would solve.

Phyllis J. Soboczenski
570 Pilottown Rd.
Lewes DE 19958



PROPOSALS FOR BYPASS AND ALTERNATE ROUTES TO ALLEVIATE THE
CONGEST10ON AND IMPROVE TRAFFIC SAFETY ON ROUTE 1, IN AND AROUND
REHOBOTH AND DEWEY BEACH

| CREATE A BYPASS for Rehoboth and Dewey beach for North/South and East/West traffic
from Route 1 - just north of the Indian River Inlet Bridge - by linking Route 5/Long Neck Road
to Route 1 via a new road across Burton's Island and a new high bridge (for clearance of sailboat
masts) from Burton's Island to Labens Point and a bridge over to Massey's Landing .

Recommend Route 5 and the extension connecting to Route. 1 just North of Indian River Inlet
bridge be widened to four lanes with median strip as far North as the Route 5 intersection with
Route 1 north of Milton. A Milton bypass for Route 5 should also be considered. The
County/State needs to set aside or condemn property for future development of this much needed
bypass.

2 ESTABLISH A PARALLEL ROAD for Route 1 (possibly along the old railroad right-of-
way) on the East side of the highway from Route 1A (Rehoboth Avenue) behind the Ames
Shopping Center, the Ocean Outlets and Kmart, to Route 9, with a link to Route 1 and Country
Club Drive at the Ames Shopping Center. (This link will provide a better route for the shuttle
buses from the satellite parking lots on Country Club Drive.) The County/State needs to set aside
or condemn property for future development of this much needed alternate route.

3. EXTEND ROUTE 275 to Country Club Drive, by extending Route 275 South of Old
Landing Road beside or through Breezewood Development through last two parallel streets of
trailer park development and back of Ocean Outlets (Bayside). The County/State should set aside
or condemn property for future development of roads for this much needed alternate route.

4. CONNECT EAGLE DRIVE AND/OR PHILLIPS STREET to Country Club Drive.

Extend Phillips Street/Eagle Drive around Amusement park to connect to Country Club Drive.
The County/State should set aside farm land currently in the path of this through way for future
development of the road. This would provide less complex access to Route 1 for residents west
of Route 1 and between the canal and the amusement park.

5. WIDEN ROUTE 1A FROM ROUTE 1 TO THE CANAL BRIDGE TO 4 LANES, to remove
the bottleneck to traffic flow in and out of the Rehoboth Beach town center and the resulting
traffic jams on Route 1. The most stated reasons for not widening the entrance on Route 1A from
Southbound Route 1 has been two fold; the need to save sycamore trees and the fact that the
town of Rehoboth Beach does not include the stretch of Route 1A located on the west side of the
Lewes-Rehoboth Canal. The fact is these are two "old thinking," ideas gone beyond what is good
for Rehoboth Beach and the surrounding communities. Businesses in Rehoboth are complaining
about outlet malls on Route 1 and are suffering from lack of business. Additional parking lots for
which the City fathers could collect fees should also be considered. 1am sure that the little West
Rehoboth community on the west side of the canal would benefit from widening Route 1A
entrance to Rehoboth Beach. There are businesses in that area that are also suffering from the
congestion on Route 1. Additionally, an overpass over Northbound Route 1 for left turning



SUSSEF X COUNTY ROUTE 1 PROPOSALS FOR BYPASS AND ALTERNATE ROUTES

1. CREATE A BYPASS for Rehoboth and Dewey beach for North/South and East/West traffic
from Route 1 - just north of the Indian River Inlet Bridge - by linking Route 5/Long Neck Road
to Route 1 via a new road across Burton's Island and a new high bridge (for clearance of sailboat
masts) from Burton's Island to Labens Point and a bridge over to Massey's Landing

Recommend Route 5 and the extension connecting to Route. 1 just North of Indian River Inlet
bridge be widened to four lanes with median strip as far North as the Route 5 intersection with
Route 1 north of Milton. A Milton bypass for Route 5 should also be considered. The
County/State needs to set aside or condemn property for future development of this much needed
bypass.

2. BUILD TWO NEW ROADS FROM THE CANAL BRIDGE IN REHOBOTH BEACH.
DESIGNATE THE CURRENT ROUTE 1A ONE WAY INBOUND TO REHOBOTH (2 lanes
already available and there will be no need to widen Route 1A) . BUILD ONE NEW ROAD
NORTHBOUND FROM THE CANAL (DESIGNATE IT ONE WAY). The Northbound road
cam utilize the old railroad right of way and continue behind Ames and the Ocean Outlets,
PARALLELING ROUTE 1 TO MIDWAY before intersecting with Route 1. THE OTHER
NEW ROAD SHOULD TAKE A PATH ALONG THE WEST SIDE OF THE LEWES AND
REHOBOTH CANAL TOWARD LEWES AND CONNECT TO ROUTE 267/ROUTE 9.
ROUTES 270, 271, AND 273 (Country Club Drive) SHOULD BE EXTENDED EASTBOUND
TO CONNECT TO THE NEW ROAD TO LEWES. (This link will provide a better route for the
shuttle buses from the satellite parking lots on Country Club Drive.) The County/State needs to
set aside or condemn property for future development of this much needed alternate route. New
zoning and land set asides requested for the future new roads.

3. EXTEND ROUTE 275 TO ROUTE 273 (Country Club Drive). The extension of Route 275
could run South on Old Landing Road, or through Breezewood Development, or through the last
two parallel streets of a trailer park development and back of the Ocean Outlets (Bayside). The
County/State should set aside or condemn property for future development of roads for this much
needed alternate route.

4. CONNECT EAGLE DRIVE, COMPLETE BUCKINGHAM DRIVE FROM BALD EAGLE,
AND/OR PHILLIPS STREET TO ROUTE 273 AND COUNTRY SIDE DRIVE. Extend
Phillips Street/Eagle Drive around Amusement park to connect to Country Club Drive. The
County/State should set aside farm land currently in the path of this through way for future
development of the road. This would provide less complex access to Route 1 for the 300 plus
residents west of Route 1 between the canal and the amusement park. Complete Buckingham
Drive from Bald Eagle to Route 273 or Re-route Buckingham Drive to Route 273 after
connecting this road to Bald Eagle Drive.

Suggestions/Recommendations submitted Oct. 21, 1996, by:
Marlene Sherman, 2302 Eagles Landing, Rehoboth Beach, DE 19971
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229 Rehoboth Avenue, P.O. Box C
Rehoboth Beach, Delaware 19971

Mriee s the sapor

July 15, 1997

Mrs. Mary Campbell
80 Oak Avenue
Kehoboth Beach, Delavware 19971

Dear Mary,

Lam happy to respond to your inquiry concerning the location of the city's drinking waier wells

» Wells 1, 2, and 3 are located adjacent to Route One approximately s mile west ¢f its
intersection with Rehoboth Avenue. Well 1 currently produces about 900 (G PNy gallons per
minute, Well 2 about 700 GPM, and Well 3 about 400 GPM.

» Well 6 is located within the Breezewood development and produces about 350 GPA

» Well 7 is located along Road 274 midway between Roads 275 and 275A4. Well 7 produces
about 1,000 GPM.

» Well 8 is located along Road 275 between Road 274 and Route 24, at the inside of the curve
of Road 275. Well 8 was completed in 1992 and produces 1,000 GPM. The torai project
costs for this well were about 31,200,000.00.

» Wlls 4 and 5, located in Sea-Air Mobile City, have been abandoned by the city.
These six wells represent a critical resource to the City of Rehoboth and the surrounding area.
7! city, through these wells, supplies all the drinking water east of the canal with the exception

v/ Henlopen Acres as well as supplying water to a considerable area west of the canal.

1] the city’s wells were drilled to a depth of approximately 100 feet. This places them in the
Columbian or unconfined aquifer. A very critical point is that these wells, drilled into the



confined aquifer, are directly effected by activity on the surface of the ground. Qur engineers
estimate that the area of influence around each well is a circle with a radius of 2000 feet.

1 hope this letier and attached drawing help you better locate the city's wells. Ialso hope they

emphasis what a critical resource these wells are and how activity, on the surface, can have a
negative impaci.

Sincerely,

o o

Samuel R. Cooper
Mayor

pgb
Attachment
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Delaware Department of Transportation

,\\ Anne P. Canby
" S e cretary

PUBLIC WORKSHOP
STATE ROUTE 1 IMPROVEMENT STUDY
CONTRACT #803

The Delaware Department of Transportation (DelDOT) is conducting the second in a series of three
“State Route 1 Improvement Study Public Workshop”, on Tuesday, August 26, 1997, 4 p.m. to 8
p.m. at Lewes Public Library, Adams Street, Lewes, Delaware.

The SR1 Improvement Study, a planning process identifying alternate transportation linkages and
connections to improve mobility on SR1 between Five Points and Rehoboth Beach, began in June
1997. The study actively seeks participation of all local residents in the development of concepts
for a local transportation system addressing all methods of travel in the corridor including auto,
bike. pedestrian, and bus.

This meeting will present to the public. concepts developed from suggestions made at the previous

Public Workshop and Project Advisory Committee meetings. These concepts are important in that

they strive to:

e improve mobility for local residents by listening and incorporating what the local communiry
desires,

» address concerns pertaining to the environment and safety,

* meet current and future mobility needs.

This workshop invites the public to review the study progress, comment on the current concepts,
and continue as active participants in reaching consensus for desired roadway connections and
mobility solutions.

Interested persons are invited o express their views in writing, giving reasons for support of, or
opposition to the proposed. Comments will be received on site or can be mailed to DelDOT’s
External Affairs Office, P.O. Box 778, Dover, DE 19903. If requested in advance, DelDOT will
make available the services of an interpreter for the hearing impaired. If an interpreter is desired,
please make the request by phone or mail.

For further information contact the Office of External Affairs at 1-800-652-5600 (in DE) or 302-
739-4313 or write to the Office of External Affairs at the above address.

PUBLIC NOTICE



r.jL

| @re important for the success of the Study.
L

PUBLIC WORKSHOP
August 26, 1997

Welcome to the Delaware Department of Transportation Public Workshop. The purpose of this
workshop is to present to you, concepts developed from suggestions made at the previous Public
Workshop and Project Advisory Committee meetings. These concepts are important in that they
strive to improve mobility for local residents by listening and incorporating what the local
community desires, address concerns pertaining to the environment and safety, and meet current and|
future mobility needs '

This workshop invites you to review the study progress, comment on the current concepts,
and continue as active participants in reaching consensus for desired roadway connections and
mobility solutions. Your questions and comments are encouraged!

No formal speech or presentation will be made at this Workshop. As participants, we ask that you ,

view the exhibits, ask questions and discuss your concerns with the Study staff. Written comments |
may be submitted by completing a comment card located at the sign-in table. Your comments |

i
|

- MEETING GUIDE/EXHIBITS = |

Welcome and General Information: Please sign in at this table. This Workshop Program and
comment cards are also available. The staff at this table can answer any general questions you may |
have on the State Route 1 Improvement Study. If you have specific questions, this staff can direct |
you to other exhibits and/or individuals with more information.

Background Information: The purpose and need for the SR1 Study will be presented at this |
exhibit. Information on the planning process and your role will also be explained. The map '
displayed was developed from a 1992 aerial and closely represents the study corridor as it exists
today .

Results of July 16, 1997 Public Workshop: This station presents a map depicting suggestions madef
at the first Public Workshop. Suggestions reflect linkages and connections to serve auto, bicycle, |
pedestrian and transit needs. Key land designations are shown as well as planned developments |
and proposed bike routes. Environmental factors, such as wetlands, are also presented. At any time,
feel free to express your concerns if an issue is not presented that you believe needs to be.

Combined Public Workshop and Project Advisory Committee Suggestions: This exhibit
is informational and interactive. At this table you will see the suggestions made by the Project i
Advisory Committee combined with the Public Workshop results. This is your opportunity to
comment on what is presented either by discussion with the project staff and/or illustrating

your suggestions. Maps and markers will be provided for your use. If you prefer, you may also use
the comment card provided at the Welcome Table when you signed in.




A SR1 Improvement Study
== DelDOT

The SR 1 Improvement Study is a planning process to identify alternate transportation linkages and connections to improve
travel on SR1 between Five Points and Rehoboth Beach. DelDOT is inviting citizens in the area, through a series of
Public Workshops, to make suggestions and to share comments and concems as to what can improve travel in the area. You

may talk with someone or write your comments/suggestions below. You may leave them at the Welcome Table or with any
of the staff.

My suggestions/concerns are:
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Summary of SR1 Public Workshop
August 26, 1997

The second SR1 Public Workshop was held at the Lewes Public Library on August 26, 1997 from
4:00 PM through 8:00 PM.

This second of three Public Workshop sessions presented the results of the first Public Workshop
held July 16, 1997 and the Advisory Committee meetings of June 10 and July 29, 1997.

Delaware Department of Transportation representatives present included Ms. Sabrina Vetter,
Department of External Affairs, Mr. Eli Cooper, Assistant Director of Transportation Services
Development, Division of Planning, and Melissa Welch, Division of Planning. The consultant team
was represented by Ms. Deborah Buckley of Urbitran Associates and Mr. Nick Blendy, KCI
Technologies. Several Project Advisory Committee members were present including Ms. Joanne
DiFiore, Mr. Bill Lingo, Mr. Michael Tyler. The Mayors from the Town of Rehoboth (Mr. Sam
Cooper) and Dewey Beach (Mr. Bob Frederick) attended. Lewes Councilman Jim Ippolito also
attended. The Cape Gazette and the Delaware State News Two sent representatives.

Excluding DelDOT staff, Project Advisory Committee members, Mayors, and the press, a total of
14 people attended. This count represents only those who signed in at the Welcome Table.

The attendees were very interested in the project and several expressed they “really liked” the ideas
that were suggested. The following are suggestions, issues, and concerns that were raised by
attendees during this Workshop:

Suggestions:

Roadways

L SR1 has three northbound lanes but only two southbound between US 9 and SR24. It was
suggested there should be three southbound lanes on SR1 to facilitate entering the roadway.

» There was general approval for the four one-way entrance locations into Rehoboth but some
resistance to the Church Street location. There is much activity on this road currently. One
suggestion was to make Church Street one-way to SR1.

gl In discussing the Rehoboth one-way access options, it was suggested that the entrance along
the canal could also be developed as a River Walk, similar to what was done in San Antonio,
TX.

u Additional comments regarding one-way access into Rehoboth suggested that there is a need

to have a right lane jug handle turn passing under the canal bridge or across SR1 (grade
separated) instead of the left turn to Rehoboth with a signal.

1



G A new eastside SR1 connection between Rd. 271 to Field Lane (using the existing DP&L
Utility corridor) and Rd. 270A (behind the proposed Assisted Living site) was recommended.

= Strong opposition to any Rt. 273 upgrades was expressed by several small groups.

» There was general support for the east side “service roads” shown on the Workshop map.

L It was suggested and general support expressed for relocating Postal Lane to Rt. 275 as
shown on the existing map. There is a bottleneck at the intersection of Rt. 275 and Postal
Lane.

n The comment was made that traffic could be redirected by providing a link from SR1 to the
light on Rt. 18, connect to Rd. 275 to Shady Rd. with an open light at SR1 and Shady Road.

5 It was suggested that Rt. 276 (Shady Road) be reopened adjoining Plantations Road. This
would mitigate the congestion at the traffic signal on US 9. Westbound traffic traveling
trying to access 275 and 285 are affected by the existing congestion.

o The intersection at Five Points is seen as unsafe. It was suggested that Five Points be made
into a grade separated intersection. This was viewed as increasing mobility and improving
safety.

Signalization

= There is a bottleneck at Rd. 275 and US. 9 light. The light was suggested to be moved
further west on Rt. 9.

m It was suggested that the light at the Rt 18/US 9 & SR1 intersection be eliminated. Another
suggestion was to make this site a full interchange.

. If the link is made from the Delmarva Power and Light Power and Light utility corridor to
Rehoboth Avenue, it was felt a light would be needed where the roads will intersect.

= It was suggested that a traffic signal be placed at the intersection of Rt 1/273A.

Transit

u The location of the Park & Ride suggested near Five Points prompted several comments and

two alternative suggestions:

- Establish a Park & Ride before Five Points (North of New Road/west of SR1)

- Alternate Park & Ride Location should be considered near SR18/US19/west of
SR1/US 9 intersection.



Bike Routes/Pedestrian

The suggestion was made that DNREC become the responsible agency for “multi-use
recreational” planning of the former Rehoboth/Lewes railroad corridor.

The discussion of rail road right of ways indicated that after the rail road stopped operating
the land reverted back to the owners. It appears that an open letter in a local newspaper
stated that owners are unlikely to grant a right way for bike ways.

Issues/Concerns

There is a bottleneck at Rd. 275 and Rd. 283.

The suggestion for a road connection from SR1 heading west and around the Sea-Air
development was considered a good idea. However, it was expressed that it was unlikely
that this could be done since the road would cut through several mobile homes. This location
between King's Creek Country Club and Sea-Alr is separated by a wood stockade fence.

A Workshop attendee asked about the proposed State Housing Authority (SHA) site near Rd.
285 where an extension of the Lewes Sanitary Sewer Line is supposedly being considered.
It was commented that if this to be built it would affect the road concepts drawn on the map.
Nick Blendy is checking to see if the site is a proposed site.

Vegetation was seen growing in the cleared areas for proposed development next to the Mill
Outlet. The aerial map shows this site has a hydric soil area. The question was asked how
development could have been permitted there. The consultant explained the ACOE/DNREC
permit procedures.

The Rehoboth municipal wells were addressed during the first Workshop and Lewes wells
have also been. It was pointed out during this Workshop, that there are additional non-
municipal utility wells in the area that will also need to be considered when looking for road
connections and linkages.

Plantations Road already experiences heavy traffic. Redirecting traffic to this road was a
concern.

The question was asked about the proposed Lowes location and why DelDOT recommended
access from Rd. 275 only. The concem is that this is a residential road.

There was a perception and concemn that Rd. 275 was being viewed as a relief road and could
become a wider alternate to SR1 as currently signed (SR1D). The question was asked if Rd.
275 would have four lanes. If the road was widened at the Plantations, there would be no

3



room.

u It was suggested that the sign for Rt. 1D be removed. This would prevent tourists from
knowing about and using this back road.

. Similar to other meetings, the Red Lion Food Market intersection was seen as a high
accident rate area. It was felt the area requires an acceleration lane.

» Rolling Meadows, near Lowes, accesses SR1 and also requires an acceleration lane.

u Traffic on Rt. 1 in/out of the shopping centers remains a concern. Additional service roads
were suggested.

L The Five Points/Rt. 275 intersection experiences a lot of congestion during peak periods.

Traffic merging in this area faces a lot of difficulty.

Other Miscellaneous Suggestions/Comments

m Rt. 283 was tar and chipped several weeks ago. The question was asked about repainting the
lines. DelDOT Planning will look into the matter.

@ The question was asked about the cost of the project. It was expressed that it was foolish to
raise hopes for improvements if costs would make it unlikely to proceed.

i A discussion regarding future transportation planning indicted several Workshop attendees
felt there is a need to determine needs before development is built.

o General comments were made that the traffic problems are broader, not just localized.

A Written comments suggested that some form of audio/visual presentation be made to show

the progress of concept development.
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PUBLIC WORKSHOP

STATE ROUTE 1 GRID CONCEPT

(previously known as State Route 1 Improvement Study)
CONTRACT #803

The Delaware Department of Transportation (DelDOT) announces a Public Workshop for State
Route | Grid Concept on Thursday. December 4, 1997, 4 p.m. 10 8 p.m. at Cape Henlopen High
~hool, Lobby, 1250 Kings Highway, Lewes, DE

vz SRI Grnid Concept (previously known as the SR1 Improvement Study). is a planning process
identifying alternate transportation linkages and connections to umprove mobility on SR1 hetween
Five Points and Rehoboth Beach, began in June 1997. The study actively seeks participation of all
local residents in the development of concepts for a local transportation system addressing all
methods 1 travel in the corridor including auto, bike, pedestrian, and bus.

This meeting will present to the public, concepts developed from suggestions made at the previous
Public Workshop and Project Advisory Committee meetings. These concepts are important in that
they strive to:

e 1mprove mobility for local residents by listening and incorporating what the local community

desires,
e address concerns pertaining to the environment and safety,
e nzelcurrent and future mobility needs.

1his waorkshop invites the public to review the study progress. comment on the current concepts,
and continue as active participants in reaching consensus for desired roadway connections and
mobility solutions

Interested persons are invited to express their views in writing. giving reasons for support of, or
opposition to the proposed. Comments will be received on site or can be mailed to DelDOT'’s
External Affawr - iitice, P.¢). Box 778, Dover. DE 19903. If requested in advance, DelDOT will
make available ui- services of an interpreter for the hearing impaired. If an interpreter is desired,
please make the request by phone or mail

For further information contact the Office of External Affairs at 1-800-652-5600 (in DE) or 302-
739-43173 or write (o the Qffice of External Affairs at the above address

PUBLIC NOTICE
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PLEASE NOTE: Rescheduled Date & Location

PUBLIC WORKSHOP

STATE ROUTE 1 GRID CONCEPT

(previously known as State Route 1 Improvement Study)
CONTRACT #803

The Delaware Department of Transportation (DelDOT) announces a Public Workshop for State
Route | Grid Concept on Thursday, December 4, 1997 4 pm (0 8 p.m. at Cape Henlopen High
School. Lobby, 1250 Kings Highway, Lewes, DE

The SR1 Grid Concept (previously known as the SR! Improvement Study). is a planning process
wdentifving alternate transportation linkages and connections to unprove mobility on SR1 between
Five Points and Rehoboth Beach, began in June 1997 The study actively seeks participation of all
local residents in the development of concepts for a local transportation system addressing all
methods of travel in the corridor including auto, bike, pedestrian. and bus

T'his meeting will present to the public. concepts developed from suggestions made at the previous

Public Workshop and Project Advisory Committee meetings  These concepts are umportant in that

they strive to:

* improve mobility for local residents by lListening and incorporating what the local community
desires,

» address concerns pertaining to the environment and safety,

» meet current and future mobility needs.

This workshop invites the public to review the study progress, comment on the current concepts,
and continue as active participants in reaching consensus for desired roadway connections and
mobility solutions.

Interested persons are invited to express their views in writing, giving reasons for support of, or
opposition to the proposed. Comments will be recewved on site or can be mailed to DelDOT’s
External Affairs Office, P.O. Box 778. Dover. DE 19903 It requested in advance, DelDOT will
make available the services of an interpreter for the hearing impaired. If an nterpreter 15 desired,
please make the request by phone or mail.

PUBLIC NOTICE
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Summary of SR1 Public Workshop
December 4, 1997

The third SR1 Public Workshop was held at the Cape Henlopen High School on December 4, 1997
from 4:00 PM through 8:00 PM.

This Public Workshop presented the results of the two Public Workshops and the three Advisory
Committee mectings held to date.

Delaware Department of Transportation representatives present included Ms. Michelle Ackles, Office
of External Affairs, Mr. Eli Cooper, Assistant Director of Intcrmodal Programs, Division of Planning,
and Ms. Mclissa Welch, Division of Planning. The consultant tcam was represented by Mr. Jerome
Gluck and Ms. Deborah Buckley of Urbitran Associates and Mr. Nick Blendy, KCI Technologies.
Several Project Advisory Commitlec members were present including Ms. Cindy Small, Ms. Mary
Campbell, Ms. Kay Wheatley, Mr. Robert Stickels, Mr. Mike Tyler, Ms. Joanne DilFiore, and Mr.
Wally Evans. The Mayor from the Town of Rehoboth (Mr. Sam Cooper) attended. The Cape
Gazette and the Delaware State News sent representatives.

Excluding DelDOT stall, Project Advisory Committee members, the consulting stafl, the Mayor of
Rehoboth, and the press, a total of 28 signed in.

The attendees were very interesled in the project and several expressed they “rcally liked” the ideas
that were suggested. The [ollowing represents comments made by attendees durning this Workshop:

Roadways

L] There 1s a need for a connection to Lewes on the east side of SR1. This could be [rom bchind
Midway Estates and Dove Knoll to Gills Neck Road near Cape Henlopen High School.

u There needs to be more vehicular crossings of SR1. The example cited above is one example.
It was commented that although growth is occurring west of SR1, people will need to get to
the Cape Henlopen High School, Ferry, Cape Henlopen Park. Can connect necar Troop 7.
Concern was expressed that the growth should not follow Concord Pike conditions.

il [t was suggested that the abandoned railroad right-of-way on the ecast side of SR1 should be
used for motor vehicle traflic, not solely for pedestrian and bicycle movements as shown on

the concept plan.

L Therc 1s no nght-turn lane from NB SR1 onto Road 271. This contributes to conflicts
between through and right-turning traffic.

m Trallic from Road 275 to SR1 bypasses a section of Airport Road by traversing residental
strects in Rehoboth Shores. Traffic calming is needed.

L [t was commented that any change to the Rehoboth Avenuce entrance would not help local



movement. Any entrance will back up June through August.

= It was suggested that roadway surface markings be established to guide cyclists and motorists.

b A written comment suggested a bypass be built for traffic destined to Ocean City with exits {or
Rehoboth, Lewes, Bethany, ctc. *

L A third lane is needed on SR1 hcading toward LL Bean & Liz Claiborne mall. Tralfic heading
north has three lanes. *

= Alternate west side roulc instcad of using Rt. 1 or Plantations Road.”

u It was believed that a 50 percent traffic reduction through the study corndor could be achueved
by building a bridge from Massey’s Landing on Rt. 5 to the north shore side ol Shorts Marina.

0 More (wo lane roads and fewer 8 lane roads should be considered with connections.

Signalization/Signing

& Concern was expressed regarding the blind curve on S275. The question was asked as (o what
type of warning or traflic calming device could be used. If the area people want a traffic signal,
who will pay for the signal if DelDOT Traflic does not see a need for a signal?

u Synchronize traffic lights to eliminate stop & go.”

w Suggested no turn on red signs be placed at Food Lions entrance/exit and considered for new
Safeway store if developed.*

a A right turn lane is needed at the intersection of Rt. 5 and Rt. 24.*

= It was suggested that a sign to redirect traffic should be placed at Milford.

Transit

u No comments were madc concerning transit.

Bike Routes/Pedestrian

The crossings on SR1 nced o be more pedestrian friendly.

Bike (rails not shared with motorized vehicles should be pushed.”



L Establish bike lanes along both sides of Old Landing Road.*

Issues/Concerns

= The Plantations development is currently 1/3 built. If the remaining 2/3 is completed, how
will future traffic be handled on S275?

L] Heavy development is occurring in the Rehoboth Beach Yacht and Country Club area
(southwest corner of the study). How will this growth impact Country Club Road/SR1
interscction should the entrance to Rehoboth be moved to the proposed location?.

L Vehicles leaving Rehoboth Avenue destined for Country Club Road cut across all the NB lanes
to turn onto Country Club Road. This situation 1s dangerous and makes travel difficult. It was
suggested that traffic be directed to Hebron Road.

E] The question was asked, what type of access will propertics have to any new entrance route
implemented into Rehoboth along the canal?

= Alternatives other than using a car should be encouraged. *

= Some of the suggested roadways appear to bee too closc to wetlands.”

Other Miscellaneous Suggestions/Comments

Old Landing Road is narrow and there are conflicts between cars, pedestrians, and bicycles.
(Outside of study area; question referred to Michelle)

The map indicaltes a road crossing the horse training track (near the Park & Ride). This needs
to be corrected since there is currently no road in this location.
Map shows Townsend Square, name change to Pelican Squarc.

The shuttle service does not end as represented at the Rehoboth Beach Yacht & Country Club.
It continue to Three Seasons.

Concern was cxpressed that not all wells were represcnted.

Improve or enlarge signage directing cars exiting Rehoboth Avenue who wish to go to the
outlets or Park & Ride to the service road. *



u Development is occurring SE of Bald Eagle.

. It was suggested that the stream nctwork for the aquifers be made more prominent.

* = submitted written comments
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Summary of SR1 Phase 2 Public Workshop
February 25, 1999

The first Phase 2 SR1 Public Workshop was held at the Rehoboth Elementary School on
February 25, 1999 from 4:00 PM through 8:00 PM.

This Workshop presented the results of the Phase 1 Public Workshop sessions and the Phase 2
project feasibility locations and recommendations.

Delaware Department of Transportation representatives present included Ms. Michelle Ackles,
Department of External Affairs, Mr. Eli Cooper, Division of Planning, Ms. Melissa Welch
and Ms. Patricia Faust, Division of Planning, and Ms. Liz Holloway, DelDOT
Pedestrian/Bicycle Coordinator. The consultant team was represented by Mr. Jerry Gluck and
Ms. Deborah Buckley of Urbitran Associates and Mr. Nick Blendy, KCI Technologies.
Several Project Advisory Committee members were present including Mr. Wally Evans, Mr.
Bill Lingo, and Mr. Michael Tyler. Former Senator Hughes, the Mayor from the Town of
Rehoboth (Mr. Sam Cooper) and Councilman Jim Ippolito also attended. The Cape Gazerte
and Delaware Coast Press sent representatives, Mr. Michael Short and Ms. Hillary Corrigan
respectively.

Excluding DelDOT staff, Consultant team members, Project Advisory Committee members,
representatives from local and State government, and the press, a total of 66 people attended.
This count represents only those who signed in at the Welcome Table.

The attendees were mainly interested in the Phase 1 project concepts but also commented on
Phase 2 recommendations shown on the maps as well as other Phase 1 recommendations
outside of the Phase 2 project areas. The following are suggestions, issues, and concerns that
were raised by attendees during this Workshop:

New Park & Ride Lot Northwest of Five Points

m The idea of a Park & Ride facility was generally accepted. Questions were asked
concerning the size of the Park & Ride lot (capacity) and access locations.

@ Several comments were made that it makes sense to acquire land before other
developments occur.

= One Workshop participant expressed concern that the Park & Ride lot may be
premature. It was felt that transit ridership should be increased on the buses before
another Park & Ride is developed. It was also expressed that there is a need for an
economic incentive for people to use the lot.



New Roadway Connection to Serve New Park & Ride Lot Northwest of Five Points
(SR1-Rt. 9)

= One attendee liked the idea of making a new connection at SR9 that could be extended
to the south to correct a problem at the new Lowes site.

u It was suggested that the railroad could be used for bike and rail across to Lewes.

ol Roadway to the Fire Station is of interest near Nassau Commons. Currently use the
private road.

Five Point Intersection Improvements

E It was recommended that left turn lanes be added for WB Rt. 18 to SB Route 1 at Five
points. Additional comments were made for improving all turn movements.

» Improvements need to be made on EB Route 9 right turn lane onto SB Route 1.

= Jersey barriers in the median, two through lanes for regional travel, the use of service
roads for local access and jug handle turns were options recommended for SR1
improvements.

m Several attendees felt there is a major need for improvements at the Five Points
intersection.

= It was suggested that the Five Points intersection improvements be extended west to

correct the traffic problems at Lowes. .

m The stop sign for southbound traffic on Rd. 275 just west of Five Points results in traffic
backing up onto SR1. (This may actually be a stop sign on westbound Rd. 285 just west
of Five Points that this person was referring to. Apparently, this stop sign was installed
as part of the traffic changes for the Lowes store.)

= Existing stop sign on Road 285 near the new Lowes was considered a "bad i1dea”.

» Traffic turning from Route 9EB to Route 1 SB, merges directly into on-coming traffic
due to lack of an acceleration lane. A sign is needed to warn drivers that there is no
merge area. The sign could be placed beneath the Yield sign in lieu of building an

acceleration lane.

u The entry to Lowes should be one-way out, no turn in.



There needs to be signs installed at Lowes to help route the traffic to northbound and
southbound SR1.

SR1 crossovers north of Five Points are dangerous.

Southbound SR1 Third lane Widening between Five Points and SR24

Several attendees expressed support for the idea of adding a third southbound lane on
SR1 from Five Points to SR24.

One supporter of a third lane suggested that the center ditch be used for the widening,
not the shoulders.

Jersey barriers in the median, two through lanes for regional travel, the use of service
roads for local access and jug handle turns were options recommended for SR1
improvements.

SR1 Bicycle Movement Improvements and Improved Pedestrian Crossings

The crossings of SR1 need to be made more pedestrian friendly.
Concern was expressed for having the bike/pedestrian path through Sandy Brae. The
concept for a path was received favorably but an alternative suggestion for the path to

go behind the Farmers Market and skirt Sandy Brae was made.

There were comments of support for the bike and pedestrian improvements throughout
the area.

More sidewalks are needed for the elderly along SR1 and on the side roads.

Rehoboth Avenue Entrance Improvements

Mayor Cooper stated he is opposed to traffic lights as part of the Rehoboth Avenue
improvements, specifically the Hebron Road connection. He wants to keep traffic
moving out of Rehoboth free flowing.

"Bringing in people to Rehoboth along the canal makes good sense."

General Project Questions/Comments

Many of the Workshop attendees asked about the project time line and when the
projects would be completed. Some thought the improvements would be right away
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while others expressed concern it could take up to 10 years to see completion and
results.

. There were comments of support for improved local access, bike and pedestrian
improvements and SR1 connections.

. There was support for a local and regional Integrated Transportation Management
System (ITMS) to encourage through traffic on SR1 to use less congested alternative
routes.

Roadways

u Is it possible to have a southbound frontage road on SR1 between Five Points and SR24.
There was another suggestion to have the southbound frontage road between Postal Lane
and SR24. Another suggestion was to construct service roads along SR1 wherever
possible.

& A new north-south connection west of Rd. 275 would help divert traffic from Rd. 275.

B The best connections shown on the grid system are the straightening of Postal Lane and
the connection that is parallel to and west of Rd. 275.

2 Rd. 274 (Old landing Road) is in need of improvement, including signalizing the
intersection at Rd. 275, due to the development that is taking place west of SR1.

& Left-turn lanes should be added to intersection approaches along Rd. 275.

= Several attendees expressed dissatisfaction with an SR1 connection cutting through
Kings Creek. Many commented that this conceptual road cuts through private property
and the golf course playing area.

& The Rolling Meadows /Plantations East roadway connection drew mixed (mostly
negative) comments. Several attendees suggested that linkage be removed. Others
liked the idea of the roadway if it were limited to pedestrian and bicycle access.

» Shoulder paving should be a priority on Old Landing Road to provide safer multimodal
use.

w

A resident expressed objection to the proposed Route 275 connection to Road 274.
The alignment is too close to her property in Arnell Creek and she is concerned about
the traffic, noise, lights, etc. She commented that new development between her and
the road may screen some of the intrusion and wanted to know if any development was
planned.



L There are 140 new homes being planned across Road 274 (Old Landing Road). Road
improvements need to be made to accommodate the new homes being built now as well
as for future planned growth. This includes improvements to Road 274 west of Road
275.

Signalization

i Would it be possible to signalize the SR1 intersection with Rd. 271 and eliminate the
signal just north at the Rehoboth Outlets. This would require the southbound SR1 left-
turn into the outlets to be made via Rd. 271.

» Lights need to be synchronized to manage traffic flow better. The lights are fine on
Sundays but the control is needed during the week. One of the problems is that
emergency vehicles change the lights and interrupt the synchronization.

. It was suggested that the left turn signal from the north at Midway be removed and
have the traffic make a U-Turn at Postal Lane.

m A traffic signal is needed at Kings Highway and Gulls Neck Road.

Transit

u After viewing proposed shoulder widths in project areas, an attendee (DART bus
driver) commented that the 14’ shoulders are not wide enough for the buses. Bus pull-
offs are dangerous and should also be made wider.

] Buses need to move faster than the traffic or people will not see the need to ride the bus
as opposed to using their cars.

w It was suggested that the buses be removed from the shoulders and placed in the third
lane.

L]

Shoulders should be for local buses only and not bigger "cruisers” (e.g.Carolina
Coaches).

Bike Routes/Pedestrian

There 1s a need for more pedestrian/bicycle connections in the area to help get people out
of their cars.

A representative group from Rolling Meadows emphatically expressed their opposition
to a bike/pedestrian pathway through their community. They would expect "top
dollar” for any right of way.



i Consideration should be given to adding shoulders on Rd. 274 to help reduce conflicts
between cars and joggers/bicyclists.

Gl There is a need for more pedestrian push button detectors and crosswalks along SR1 (e.g.
Rd. 270A). There is also a need for midblock pedestrian crossings.

. Road 285 B is unsafe for bicyclists and motorists due to stacking at the light. The new
Lowes entrance can be made more bike friendly.

= A pathway link under the Nassau Bridge was viewed as beneficial for pedestrians and
bicyclists and supported by Councilman Ippolito.

= One attendee requested that amenities for pedestrian and bicyclists be considered to get
people across SR1 and around the area on foot.

» Parents depend/need sidewalks along SR1 with connections to sidewalks along
intersecting roadways. One example given was Road 270A near the new Lighthouse
Plaza.

Issues/Concerns

u There needs to be more vehicular crossings of SR1. East-west travel across SR1 is very

restricted in terms of where these movements can be made.

L Several attendees commented that the new Lowes store has resulted in a large increase in
traffic on Rd. 275, including many tractor trailers.

= There is a problem for traffic tuming left from northbound SR1 into the “Super Fresh”
and the Bob Evans Restaurant.

1 Former Senator Hughes expressed concern regarding the high traffic speeds on Route
1- Forgotten Mile, and Bayard Avenue intersection.

u The curve going into Dewey along the Forgotten Mile has traffic moving too fast for
the curve. There needs to be a way to slow the traffic on the curve. One suggestion
was signage that shows vehicle drivers their speed as they pass, similar to those used in
Rehoboth.

u A more direct connection to Lowes was recommended especially for emergency
vehicles.



The comment was expressed that the SR1 Study is counterproductive to DNREC’s
efforts to acquire lands through the State’s preservation program. The developers are
looking at the SR1 project as encouraging development.

Several attendees expressed concern that connections on the maps were cutting through
private property.

One attendee said he liked the concepts but felt they were too late in coming to solve
the problem.

SR1 is unsafe because of fast moving and weaving traffic as well as disregard of the
road lines. More enforcement is needed.

The Hebron Road connection as part of the Rehoboth Avenue improvements will place
commercial traffic in front of homes on Hebron Road.

Emergency vehicles need to have access to new development and the pedestrian/bicycle
trail in case of emergencies.

There is concern that Road 275 would become an alternate for SR1 and become
congested with traffic.

Tie the bank parking lot to Route 18 access at the light.
The Rehoboth Outlets light serves only the mall. It slows down traffic. No left turn

into the outlets should be permitted for NB traffic. Instead they should have a U-Turn
location.

Other Suggestions/Comments

Is there ongin-destination information to know how much of the traffic that uses SR1 is
actually driving through to Ocean City and could be diverted to less-congested alternative
routes. The through traffic should be routed away from SR1.

It was pointed out that environmental features such as wetlands, wells, etc were not
shown on the 600" aerials. The response to the observation was that these features
were identified previously and would be evaluated as part of the plan development. It
was suggested that aquifer recharge areas also be added to maps and evaluated.

The question was asked "What is happening on the Route 26 project from the canal to
the west? Bicyclists need striped lanes."



A suggestion was made to have jug handle turns along SR1 (similar to those used on
NJ Shore routes) instead of left turn lanes. Using jug handle turns improves safety by
eliminating traffic racing through the left turn signal.

One attendee suggested that DelDOT look at the SR1 crossing south of the Rail Road
overpass to Five Points. This area for crossing is dangerous.

Railroad access to Lewes would work if it’s connected to a statewide north/south
system.

It was suggested that service roads be considered for connections.

During construction it was suggested that the shoulders/diamond lanes be utilized in the
off season.

There needs to be a more direct access to Lewes from areas west of SR1. This would
especially help retired people getting to Beebe Hospital and the Lewes Library.
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PUBLIC WORKSHOP

SUSSEX ROUTE 1 GRID CONCEPT STUDY
(Previously known as the State Route 1 Improvement Study)

Contract #803

The Delaware Department of Transportation (DelDOT) announces a Public Workshop for the Sussex Route 1
Grid Concept Study Public Workshop, on Wednesday, May 26, 1999, 4:00 P.M. to 8:00 P.M. at Rehoboth
Elementary School, 500 Stockley Road, Rehoboth Beach, DE 19971.

The purpose of this workshop will be to review conceptual designs, the typical roadway sections and the six
project areas introduced at the February 25, 1999 Public Workshop. This Workshop provides an opportunity for
discussion and comments on each element of the project listed below:

Typical Sections;

Park-and-ride lot near Five Points;

New multi-modal roadway connection to serve the proposed park-and-ride near Five Points.
The connection links SR1 and the southern portion of Route 9;

Five Points intersection improvements;

SR 1 shoulder widening between Five Points and SR 24;

Pedestrian/bicycle movement between Airport Road and Rehoboth;

Rehoboth Avenue entrance improvements.

Y V'V
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Throughout Phase 1 of the project, the local community actively participated and contributed in identifying a
number of linkages and connections to improve SR 1. In addition, the Workshops helped to maintain awareness
of the potential environmental and quality of life impacts. The public is invited and encouraged to continue
active participation by reviewing the design concepts.

Interested persons are invited to express their views in writing, giving reasons for support of, or opposition

to the proposed project design concepts. Comments will be received on site or can be mailed to DelDOT’s
External Affairs Office, P.O. Box 778, Dover, DE 19903. If requested in advance, DeIDOT will make available
the services of an interpreter for the hearing impaired. If an interpreter is desired, please make the request by
phone or mail.

For further information contact the Office of External Affairs at 1-800-652-5600 (in DE) or 302-760-2080
or write to the Office of External Affairs at the above address.

< PUBLIC NOTICE g
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Summary of SR1 Phase II Public Workshop
May 26, 1999

The second Phase 2 Sussex Route 1 Grid Concept Study Public Workshop was held at the
Rehoboth Elementary School on May 26, 1999 from 4:00 PM through 8:00 PM.

This Workshop presented typical cross sections that can be applied to gnd connections as
development occurs and the six projects and corresponding locations along SR1 that will be
further developed in Phase 2.

Delaware Department of Transportation representatives present included Ms. Michelle Ackles,
Department of External Affairs, Mr. Eli Cooper, Assistant Director of Transportation Services
Development, Division of Planning, Ms. Patricia Faust and Ms. Melissa Welch, Division of
Planning. Mr. Jerry Gluck and Ms. Deborah Buckley of Urbitran Associates and Mr. Nick
Blendy, KCI Technologies represented the consultant team. Two Project Advisory Committee
members were present Mr. Michael Tyler and Ms. Bonnie McDaniel. Mr. Mike Short and Ms.
Hillary Corrigan represented The Cape Gazette and Delaware Coast Press respectively. Sixty
(60) people attended the Public Workshop, based on the number of people who signed in at the
Welcome Table.

The following are suggestions, issues, and concerns that were raised by attendees during this
Workshop:

Grid Connpections

= One meeting attendee indicated she wants no new road connections. She wants no more
traffic and, for that matter, no more people in the area.

*  “This plan will only put grid lock on our back roads. We don’t want that. The tourists will
figure out how to get around via the back roads just like they found Plantations Road. Why
was Plantations Road (Sussex 275) ever signed SR 1D anyway?”

Project 1: New Park & Ride Lot Northwest of Five Points

= Several attendees commented they were in favor of the Park & Ride project and hoped it
would get going soon.

= One attendee expressed opposition to any new park and ride facility. Another commented
that it “‘would do nothing for the traffic”.

* There was a concern expressed by the Lewes Chamber of Commerce that a new park and ride
lot north of Five Points would not be used due to its distance from Rehoboth Beach. There



was discussion on how the lot could be marketed to help entice motorists to use it.

Mr. Knapp, owner of Nassau Orchards and property proposed for the Park & Ride facility,
expressed concern regarding the lighting and loss of view from his property if the Park and
Ride lot is built. He stated that DelDOT owned property north of Road 265 that can serve as
a Park & Rude location.

Project 2: New Roadway Connection to Serve New Park & Ride Lot Northwest of Five
Points (SR1-Rt. 9)

There is a need, as part of the Road 265 grade-separation at SR1, that provision be made to
connect with “New Road”. This will improve accessibility between Lewes and the area west
of SR1. The service roads planned as part of the second phase SR1 corridor preservation
project is expected to accommodate this movement.

It was suggested that the railroad be used as a connection from the Park & Ride to Lewes.

Project 3: Five Points Intersection Improvements

It was suggested that local traffic be separated from the through traffic with a by-pass.

Several people expressed the need for a new highway bypass to avoid the congestion along
SR1.

One attendee suggested that more improvements are needed at Five Points.

Several people commented that the new Lowes store has created a worse situation at the
intersection.

Project 4: SR 1 Improvements

There was strong support for constructing the third southbound lane on SR1 from Five Points
to Route 24. This should be the top priority. One attendee commented “it should have been
done 20 years ago”.

“Move the 3" lane/widening portion of this project up on the priority list.”

“DelDOT should make the two center lanes ‘through-traffic only’ lanes. Make the right-
hand lane the only lane available for traffic that will want to turn right (visit the outlets, for
example). Separate the two center lanes of traffic (both northbound and southbound lanes)
from the right lane of traffic via jersey barriers.”



Project 5: SR1 Bicycle Movement Improvements and Improved Pedestrian Crossings

= Several people questioned the priority that has been given to ped/bike connections in this
effort.

= Several King’s Creek residents expressed their pleasure that the Phase | Bike Path through
King’s Creek is not being pursued.

= The owner of Webster’s Furniture expressed support for the concept to use existing private
dirt roads for the bicycle/pedestrian paths. He also stated he no objections to following/using
the swale along the drainage easement on Webster’s Furniture warehouse property. Mr.
Webster commented that the other Phase 1 pedestrian/bicycle paths disrupt commercial
properties.

= Ms. Bonnie McDaniel, Project Manager for the Rehoboth Outlets, expressed concern
regarding the ROW behind Outlet #3. A through connection would increase internal traffic
and impact on outlet circulation. She also was concemed about bicycle/pedestrian path
connections behind Outlet 2 especially where truck deliveries are made stating conflicts can
occur. The Outlets do not want to sacrifice parking slots in the rear of the Outlets.

« Mr. Chris Beckman, President of Bald Eagle Landing Association, supports the
pedestrian/bicycle connections. However, he pointed out that Philips Road is a private road.
He commented that he heard that the parcel between his property and Jungle Jim’s is ready
for development. He suggested that this is the time to discuss setback requirements for
bicycle and pedestrian travel.

Project 6: Rehoboth Avenue Entrance Improvements
= Several Workshop attendees expressed support for this project.

= There is a need for improved signing at the egress movement from the Rehoboth Beach near
the split between the SR1 service road and the entrance to SR1.

[t was suggested that a bike/pedestrian connection into Rehoboth use the proposed project 6
connection between Church Street and Rehoboth Avenue. A signalized intersection provides
safer travel. The bicyclists could use the drawbridge to enter Rehoboth and eliminate the
need for a new bridge over the navigable canal.

»  Mr. Zerby, landowner at the corner of SR 1 and Rehoboth Avenue asked what the right of
way would be for this area. He is interested in purchasing property next to his (owned by
Mrs. Walker) and the ROW will affect his decision. He also asked if DelDOT is interested 1n



acquiring the full property or has begun negotiations with Mrs. Walker.

= Ms. Karen Meyers, a resident of Washington Avenue, south of the canal, supports this
project. She is especially interested in buses and traffic having access to Rehoboth north of
the canal. She suggested that any new/improved roadways along the canal be landscaped
buffer and protect the canal.

= Signage for traffic traveling south for Rehoboth Beach and Rehoboth Beach Resort 1s
confusing. There is no signage for traffic coming from the south. Also need signs for
Dover/Wilmington.

* The owner of Burton’s Edgewater Mobile Park asked about the separate pedestrian/bike path
proposed in Phase 1. Will DelDOT or DNREC pursue this?

General Project Questions/Comments

Roadways

= (Old Landing Road needs to be “fixed up”.

= There need to be left-turn lanes added at the intersections along Route 275. Any
development that takes place along Route 275 should allow enough right-of-way for the
addition of turn lanes. Lighting along Route 275 is also needed.

= At the intersection of Route 275 at Road 274 (4-way STOP sign controlled), there is a need
for a channelized right-turn lane for the westbound to northbound movement.

* An additional “Watch for Turning Traffic” sign is needed after the curve past Lowes
eastbound on Sussex 275. We have a speed enforcement/traffic violation problem in this
area due to motorist passing the Lowes access area and then feeling as though they “can
speed”. This presents a big problem when traffic slows while making a left or nght tumn into
Plantations East and Plantations West. Impatient drivers tend to drive around the turning
vehicle. Two collisions have occurred in this scenario. Local residents feel that a sign
warning motorists of turning traffic would help. Ms. Welch will forward message to Bruce
Littleton, DelDOT.

= M. Brittingham commented that there are additional connections not represented on Phase 1
mapping that were “promised” but not pursued by DelDOT several years ago. As an
example, he discussed a new Route 24 connection to Route 1 behind the Rehoboth Mall. He
also commented that the recently improved SR 24/Long Neck Road intersection would also
work along SR 24 intersection approaching SR 1. Similar intersection improvements and an
overall upgrade are needed on Old Landing Road.



Signalization

The light at Bald Eagle Road does not permit left turns for traffic east of SR 1. Traffic must
go north, make a U-turn to go south. The turn area is near Burton Village. The road is not
designed for this traffic especially the tractor trailer trucks (JA Moore Trucks).

One attendee expressed that a light is needed at the intersection of Postal lane and Rd. 275.

Issues/Concerns

Concern was expressed about the right of way needs at Old Landing Road and Airport Road
intersection. The attendee is interested in acquiring the corner lot for business use.

Ms. Mable Granke requested copies of all maps to present to the local residents. She
commented that there has been no citizen consensus on Phase 1. In addition, the Advisory
Committee does not represent a citizen quorum.

Mr. & Mrs. Phillips attended the meeting on behalf of Sara Reed (their grandmother). The
family owns and operates large farm parcels south of Road 283. The Phase 1 concept map
shows many roadway connections cutting through the property. This land has been in the
family for four generations. The connections depicted are very upsetting to Ms. Reed. They
will consider agricultural preservation to deter any future roads.

There is a traffic light to control traffic at the intersection of Rd. 285 and Rt. 9. Traffic
continuing west of Five Points encounters two stop signs. There is confusion and visibility is
poor for on-coming traffic. It is an “accident waiting to happen”.

There is heavy truck traffic on Road 275 attributed to Lowes and the sand and gravel
company located past the water treatment plant.

Suggestions/Comments/Questions

“Sign traffic to Bethany and Fenwick via U.S. 113, NOT SR 1.” Currently only Ocean City
traffic is directed to use U.S. 113 at Milford. Participants were informed that there are
significant capacity constraints on SR 26 and SR 54 in the summer/seasonal months.

“The locals have to learn that they only WANT to go out on Route one on the weekends; they
don’t NEED to go out on Route one. If they’re going to continue to live in the area, they’re
going to have to adjust their trips to accommodate Route one peak times.”

There is a need for a light at Elizabeth and Bayard Streets (Forgotten Mile) across from

5



Deluxe Dairy to control traffic. High accident hazard, traffic must sit and wait for SR 1 to
clear.

= [t was suggested that the access to Lowes be changed to permit one way entrance on Shady
Road, and one way exit.

Suggestions/Comments/Questions Submitted on Comment Sheets

= “Who are the people who insist on the bike lanes? Can we really afford to designate so much
of our roads to that? For example, Route One IS A HIGHWAY .(???) Bike nding is a
recreational activity. How about bike paths through lovely areas. People will dnive w/their
bikes in/on cars and ride there. In other States HIGHWAYS do not allow bike nding.” Joan
Deaver

* “Maybe find a more popular location for your workshops. Reh.Elem School isn’t on ‘the
beaten path’. Maybe Rehoboth Mall? Rehoboth Convention Center?” Joan Deaver

» “The traffic study should start at the toll booths on SR 1 in Dover signs just south of the toll
booths. Signs that direct preferred route for Rt. 143, Rt. 113 and SR 1 then signs again at the
split with SR1 and Rt. 113.” Greg Oliver

= “Meetings should be heavily advertised on local TV stations for better local participation.”
Other

* Public Hearing Notices regarding rezoning to allow 104 units to be built on Gosling Creek
Road were distributed by Bill and Joan Deaver to meeting attendees. They were separate and
apart from the DelDOT exhibits.

* One attendee pointed out there is an error on the Project #6 map. Mount Pleasant Church is
not on SR 1. It should be lot #38 towards the beach area near lot # 42.
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Delaware Department of Transportation
/\ Anne P. Canby
o oo cretary

PUBLIC WORKSHOP

NASSAU PEDESTRIAN AND Cape Henlopen High School
BICYCLE CONNECTION Cafeteria

SUSSEX ROUTE 1 GRID CONCEPT February 29, 2000

(Previously-State Rte 1 4:00 pm - 8:00 pm
Improvement Study)

Contract #803

The Delaware Department of Transportation (DelDOT) announces a Public
Information Meeting to present the Nassau Pedestrian and Bicycle Connection between
SR1 and the railroad tracks at Nassau on Tuesday, February 29, 2000 between the
hours of 4:00 P.M. to 8:00 P.M. The workshop will be held at Cape Henlopen High
School, Cafeteria, 1250 Kings Highway, Lewes, DE.

The Nassau Pedestrian and Bicycle Connection project is one of several identified
through the Sussex Route 1 Grid Concept Study Public Workshops. It provides a new
relocated section for the American Discovery/ Millennium Trail, and a safe pedestrian
and bike route away from the Five Points intersection. Future expansion to the east
and west could easily be done as other projects are introduced in the corridor.

Interested persons are invited to express their views in writing, giving reasons for
support of, or in opposition to the proposed project. Comments will be received
during the workshop or can be mailed to DelDOT’s Office of External Affairs, P.O.
Box 778, Dover, DE 19903. If requested in advance, DelDOT will make available
the services of an interpreter for the hearing impaired. If an interpreter is desired,
please make the request by phone or mail a week in advance.

For further information contact the Office of External Affairs at 1-800-652-5600 (in
DE) or 302-760-2080 or write to the Office of External Affairs at the above address.

PUBLIC NOTICE
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Summary of Nassau Pedestrian and Bicycle Connection Public Workshop
February 29, 2000

The Nassau Pedestrian and Bicycle Connection Public Workshop was held at Cape Henlopen
High School on February 29, 2000 from 4:00 PM through 8:00 PM. This Workshop presented
one of the projects identified initially through the Sussex Route 1 Grid Concept Study. The
project was subsequently identified as part of a national pedestrian/bicycle trail system.

Delaware Department of Transportation representatives present included Ms. Michelle Ackles,
Department of External Affairs, Ms. Patricia Faust, Division of Planning, and Ms. Liz Holloway,
DelDOT Pedestrian/Bicycle Coordinator. Mr. Jerry Gluck and Ms. Deborah Buckley of Urbitran
Associates and Mr. Nick Blendy, KCI Technologies represented the consultant team. Several
Project Advisory Committee members were present including Ms. Bonnie McDaniel and Mr.
Michael Tyler. State Representative John Schroeder and Councilman Jim Ippolito also attended.
The Cape Gazette and Delaware Coast Press sent representatives, Mr. Michael Short and Mr.
Roger Hillis respectively.

Excluding DelDOT staff, Consultant team members, Project Advisory Committee members,
representatives from local and State government, and the press, 17 people attended. This count
represents only those who signed in at the Welcome Table.

Presentation boards were placed around the room allowing attendees to view the connection path,
conceptual plan, conceptual design, and learn about the American Discovery Trail, one of 16
designated National Millennium Trails. A handout map with project description was made
available to those requesting additional information.

Overall, the attendees expressed positive interest in the Nassau Pedestrian and Bicycle Connection.
Several attendees came expecting to also see the Pedestrian/Bicycle Connection that had been
recommended for Old Landing Road to Rehoboth. It was explained to them that another Public
Workshop is planned in the summer months for the Old Landing Road to Rehoboth
Pedestrian/Bicycle Connection. One comment card expressed “a need (for a) safe way to bicycle
from Lewes to Rehoboth” and requested that the study “continue to purse a trail or path adjoining
Route 1 for cyclists.”

Looking at the project limits, the question was asked, “what happens when you get to the end of the
connection”. Workshop representatives explained that DelDOT and others could build additional
projects over time. The townhouse development along SR1 and the Hudson property development
east of SR 1 were identified as projects where coordination with DelDOT is ongoing.

Several attendees asked about signing of the route and encouraged DelDOT to do so. A local
bicyclist inquired about fencing along the railroad and recommended the typical section below the
overpass be modified to show a rounded (rather than square) retaining wall cap. It was explained
DelDOT has requested the fencing extend along the entire length of the railroad and that a six foot
fence may be required.

1



Several attendees asked what the time frame was to build the connection. Workshop representatives
explained that the project, before the connection is built, would go through a process of DelDOT
project review and prioritization and project assignment for design completion.

Several attendees also expressed interest in having shoulders added to New Road. The attendees
expressed that the road posed a safety conflict to bicyclists since the road is narrow and traffic travels
in both directions. A comment card that was submitted suggested that Representative Schroeder
be contacted to discuss acquisition of additional right of way for New Road.

Although the Workshop focused on the Nassau Pedestrian and Bicycle Connection, visitors asked
questions about other projects that were presented as part of the May 26, 1999 Workshop. Two
attendees expressed their views about a Park & Ride lot in Nassau. One felt it was needed and
would reduce traffic. The second felt there would be no significant benefit.

Attached to this summary is Mr. Phil Voshell’s submission of a recommendation for a bypass in the
study area. He suggests that local traffic be separated from through traffic destined beyond
Rehoboth
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Spring 1999

Official Newsletter for the SR1 Grid Concept Study

Volume 1, Issue 1

SR1 Linkages and Connections

The State Route 1 (SR1) Grid Concept study focuses on this
major roadway between Five Points and Rehoboth Beach.
Phase 1 of this two phase study began in March of 1997.
This newsletter summarizes the study process, findings, and
steps to be taken in Phase 2. The overall objectives of the
study are to:

¢ increase residents’ mobility by developing alternate road
linkages and connections;

provide for multiple ways to travel;

reduce congestion;

improve safety;

optimize signals; and

maintain the character of the study area.

* S & o o

SR 1 is unique in that it travels the length of the State provid-
ing connections to all points within the State from 195 down
to the Maryland border. In the study area, this major arterial
experiences heavy traffic volume and congestion especially in

A GROWING COMMUNITY

Between 1980 and 1990, Sussex County was home to seven
of the fastest growing towns in Delaware, and all but one of
those are located in the coastal resort areas. Sussex County
population growth is expected to continue, rising from
113,000 in 1990 to almost 168,000 by the year 2000; a 48%
increase! In addition to this population, Sussex County also
attracts tourists and recreational visitors from surrounding

Route 1
1994 North of Rehoboth Beach *

Jan Feb  Mar Apr  May Jun Jul Aug  Bep  Qal Nev  Det

*Statewide LongRange Transportation Plan and Actions, Rt 1 Local and
Seasonal Traffic Volumes (in ADT), Chapter 3, page 42, 1997.

Traffic congestion, once a seasonal problem during the Summer,
has now become an almost year-round condition.

the peak season. However, unlike other areas of the State where
SR 1 passes, the area between Five Points and Rehoboth Beach
offers no alternative routes for residents and travelers to get to
locations on either side of SR 1. As a result, congestion increases.
The economic health and quality of life in an area depends on an
efficient road network. With increasing population and visitors in
the area, the need for linkages and connections is essential.

states, as well as other towns in Delaware. This all contributes to the
seasonal traffic peak in the warm weather months. In fact, average
daily traffic counts were taken in 1994 at six traffic points along SR1
and showed an 87% traffic increase during the month of August
compared to year round averages. Although seasonal tourist traffic
peaks in the summer, it is almost year-round, due in part, to the
growing number of retirement communities, the retail outlets, and
other area attractions.

PUBLIC PARTICIPATION IN
THE PLANNING PROCESS

Public involvement is the most important and necessary part of the
planning process. Changes in the transportation patterns involve
more than engineering solutions. They also involve recognizing the
impacts that these changes have on the community. During Phase 1,
DelDOT invited local residents, businesses, and local officials to help
in the planning process to identify solutions to make getting around
the study area easier. A total of three Advisory Committee Meetings
and three Public Workshops were held, and the results are presented
in the map on the following pages.




Surface Water

Primary nnd Secondary Roadway
Public Roadway

Privatc Roadway

Major Commercial Building
American Discovery Trail (Proposed)
SR 1 Bike Route (Existing)

Traffic Signal

Subdivision Doundary

DART Sbuttte Route

DART Shnttle Stop

Cape May-Lewes Ferry Shuttle Route

Cape May-Lewes Ferry Shuitle Stop
Jolly Trolley Shuttle Route

Jolly Trolley Shuttle Stop

Phase 1 Study Recommendation
Pedesirian/ Bicycle Roule Only

| PLANTATIONS BAST |

PHASE 1 STUDY RECOMMENDATIONS

The above map indicates the linkages and connections that were suggested by the community during Advisory Committee Meetings and Public Workshops
held in Phase 1. Recommendations emphasized interest in improving mobility and safety while at the same time addressing environmental concerns and the
desire to retain the character of the study area. L

l SIGNAL COORDINATION - assess traffic flow and regulation at key traffic signal locations

©  INTERSECTION IMPROVEMENTS

PR PARK & RIDE FACILITY — proposed Park & Ride facility north of Five Points

) IMPROVED SR1 TRANSIT CROSSING - Rd 274 — Rd 273

= PEDESTRIAN/BICYCLE SYSTEM - Create a network of paths, sidewalks, or bike lanes connecting to desired locations or communities.
Some arcas to be dedicated to pedestrian/bike activity in an open space area and not shared with motorized vehicles.

S CREATE SECONDARY ROAD CONNECTIONS - network of existing and new roadway connections that can serve all methods of travel

mo:  UPGRADE OF SHOULDERS — Airport Road; Rd 275 (Note: Rd 275 shoulders have been upgraded) \
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PHASE 2 PROJECT FEASIBILITY LOCATIONS

" response to the Phase 1 Study Recommendations, DelDOT proposes implementation of the six projects listed below to initiate a seties of SR 1 modal improvements.

NEW PARK-AND-RIDE LOT northwest of Five Points.

NEW ROADWAY CONNECTION that would serve the new park-and-ride lot to be located northwest of Five Points. This connection’s
northern limit is SR 1 and southern limit is Route 9.

FIVE POINTS INTERSECTION IMPROVEMENTS

SR 1 THIRD LANE WIDENING BETWEEN FIVE POINTS AND SR 24 to address modility and capacity needs.

POTENTIAL OPPORTUNITIES TO HELP SR 1 BICYCLE MOVEMENTS between Airport Road and Rehoboth will be identified.
IMPROVED PEDESTRIAN CROSSINGS OF SR 1 will also include signal coordination and feasibility of “mid-block” crossings.

REHOBOTH AVENUE ENTRANCE IMPROVEMENTS

S eR IR A I B




Delaware Department of Transportation
Office of External Affairs

P.O. Box 778

Dover, DE 19903

Mailing
Address
Label

Phase 2 Public Meetings

Notices for future public meetings will be
advertised in local newspapers. If you would

like to be placed on our mailing list to receive

future notices at your home or business, please PH ASE 2
fill out the form below and mail to DelDOT

as listed or call 1-800-652-5600.

Preliminary work for Phase 2, began
in October, focuses on six specific
recommendations and locations
T aias e ws e e identified in Phase 1. Emphasis was

placed on pedestrian/bicycle and
transit improvements,

The locations and improvements

are:

¢ Providing for a park-and-ride
lot near Five Points;

¢  New multimodal roadway
connection to serve the
proposed park-and-ride near
Five Points. The connection
links SR1 and the southern

! portion of Route 9;

Office of External Affairs

P.O. Box 778
Dover, DE
19903

SEND TO
DelDOT

] ¢  Five Points intersection

. improvements to expedite bus
movement between the

' proposed park-and-ride lot

= : and Rehoboth Beach;

Please Print Clearly

¢ SR 1 third lane widening
between Five Points and SR 24
. to allow for multimodal use;

: ¢  Bicycle movement between

Airport Road and Rehoboth;

Name
Address
City
State

ZIP Code

¢ Rehoboth Avenue entrance
improvements to facilitate
bus movement to Rehoboth
Beach.

During Phase 1, the local
community actively participated
and contributed in the planning
process by identifying possible
connections and linkages, as well
as a potential environmental and
quality of life impacts.

The public is urged and invited to
continue participating in the
study by reviewing and
commenting on concept designs
developed in Phase 2 at the
upcoming Public Workshops.
Public participation allows
DelDOT to hear community
concerns during the study, and
allows DelDOT to respond with
beneficial and acceptable
improvements.
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SR 1 GRID CONCEPT

Building Connections To Meet
Mobility Needs

November, 1999 @DQ\DQ N-
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